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" Real Solution Awaits
We, with the whole nation heave a sigh of

relief that Ansar revolt is over. We are sorry,
as the whole nation is, that two lives were lost,

and several athers were injured. The action by

the army, BDR and the police was necessary.
What was done, needed to be done, perhaps ear-
lier than it has been. About 4000 to ansars

have been out behind bars in various jails all over
the country. This number itself is indicative
eno of the magnitude of the problem. The
very lact that such a | number of ansars
joined the misguided action clearly shows that
the problem is not one that can and should be
brushed under the carpet. On the contrary it
should be faced with honesty and forthrightness
so that our law enforcing agencies emerge far
stro from this ence.

'I‘l?cggnt obvious ;ﬁﬁ;on is why did it pen,
and why was it not addressed before the outburst
occurred? There seems to be no two opinion that
the pay situation of this auxiliary force is indeed
pitiful. Their pay and other benefits did not
amount to an that the police, BDR or the
army get, though this force is often called to help
out our regular forces. In fact they have also been
used in counter 1“5“?5"% activities in the Hill
Tracts. The point is that the demand they have
made must definitely be seriously considered. As
for why was it not solved in time, the question
needs to be seriously looked into. Was the home
ministry aware that the ansar situation was so
close to eruption? Did our intelligence lteeP the
ministry and other relevant people properly in-
formed? It has been said that the process of
solving the problem was on, when quite unex-
pectedly the action by the ansars occurred. If this
view has any basis on facts, then it is all the more
important that a full investigation be carried out ,
and the findings studies well by all concerned
branches of the government.

Let us be fully cognizant of the fact that due to
this event, the ﬁ_ﬂvemmcnt. especially the home
ministry has suffered considerable public embar-
rassment. It could not have come at a more awk-
ward moment for Begum Zia. So she should really
get at the bottom of it ., and make sure that noth-
ing similar occurs in the future. This she needs to
do for the prestige of her government, and also
for the sake of stronger law enforcement bodies
in the country. We would like to_put this incident
behind us, but we must do so having gained fully
from this unfortunate experience.

A Champion of the People

Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy died unexpect-
edly, not unlikely of a broken heart, in a Beirut
Hotel 31 years a,gﬁ; yesterday. It was as if the land
he chose to be his own systematically desisted
from appreciating his true worth as a learned
thinker and an indefatigable shaper of the life
of a polity. Not a few of those who succeeded
Muhammad Ali Jinnah as Pakistan's supreme boss
were a motley of puny little passing presences
compared to Huseyn Shaheed, all arriving
through dark alleys devoid of any reference to the
concept as well the reality of ultimate importance
— the people. And H. S. Suhrawardy, his erudition
and western tastes and aristoeratic habits of mind
and life notwithstanding. was no if not a
people's man, an inveterate believer in the peo-
ple's will as the arbiter of the political reality of a
society.

Of the many incompatibilities that helped the
carving of Bangladesh the biggest was Pakistan's
denial to evolve itself into something truly repre-
sentative of the people — its culture and needs,
aspirations and interests. H. S. could not heal
Pakistan of that. It remained for his political

rogeny Sheikh Mujibur Rahman to carry the
t to where the former possibly could not have
— solved it — by cutting the knot. The relevance
of Suhrawardy in the contempor Bangladesh
context is woven largely of the fact that for far tpo
many years here also the state functioned without
recourse to a validation from the people. The na-
tional affairs were steered by that self-same
Pakistani streak of powers being held by ambi-
tious people from the barracks. The chink that
was opened in December 90 need to be drilled
wide and deep enough to ensure that this nation
does not anymore veer from the truly democratic
path. And in this important job a great source of
inspiration should be Huseyn Shaheed
Suhrawardy.

We must learn from H S Suhrawardy and pay
our debts to him through our renewed commit-
ment to democracy and rule of law.

Abominable Eruptions
Imagine a thousand souls, women and children

included, penned in twp vessels and stranded on
the Padma for 16 hours. An hour or two's
le ening to take a whole day or more — with-
out food and without preparation for such lo
loss of privacy. But another 35 to 40 thou
were going through the same hellish
on the three busy ghats of Aricha, N and
Daulatdia — all victims of a most abominable kind
of eruption — a fracas between ferry operators
and truck drivers sliding into a 17-hour blockade
of the Aricha port by transport workers.

From hartals to road blockages to such

paralysing of key points to nati communica-
tion. one supreme social concern seems to have

been ¢ ignored by the parties involved in
protests of whatever size or merit. And that is the
concern for ple — the common man. There

can be no more ignoble and contemptible
than this insensitivity. |

Conflict cannot be ruled out when there is not
enough to meet demand or availability is warped
and mismanaged. This snowballs into nation-
sized problem when a handful of people have in
them the power to adversely affect people at
large, and — in perfect terrorist-style — use that
to redress a grievance. This is unacceptable.
Without curtailing the rights of the involved par-
ties, ways must be found to keep the nation's
communication ‘arteries’ free and ever flowing
with men and goods.

A radical change needs to be effected in our
approach to the national highways and waterways.
These must be made sacred and inviolate. Noth-
ing may be done by anyone that hinders traffic on
these even for a moment. The edifice of civilisa-
tion, specially the one in which modern man is
involved, is delicately cushioned on safe and un-
hindered transport of people and goods. We must
start on our way to a modern world without delay
and this is a very good point to engage that jour-

ney. \
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F democralic politics s

about winning hearts and

minds of the voters, then |
cannotyunderstand how that
goal can be achieved by
keeping the same voters
cmm to their hemes and
away from their business,
deprived of their dally meagre
income. and In many cases,
making them go hungry How
hitting voters where It hurts,
namely at their economic well
being. can make a party get
more voles is quite beyond me.
If democratic politics |s about
persuasion and convincing,
then how come shops, cars
and other property of the
voters are damaged or ruined
when they decide on a course
ol action contrary to the given
line of the strike callers. If
democratic politics is about
voluntary participation. then
why is there is coercion and
lorced participation.

All the above is what hartals
amounts to. During the 48
hours strike that is supposed
to begin from tomorrow. it has
been said earlier{ there is hint
that there could be some
relaxation) that nothing. will
be allowed to move during the
whole
working hours. that is during
the evening, and at night, no
social activity will be
permitted. Does it then mean,
that every imdividual in our
society will be forced to be
confined within their houses
for a period of 48 hours? Does
it not sound like being under
house arrest of some sort?
Here arises the whole question
of our fundamental rights. The
government has no right,
except under specified legal
conditions, to take away our
fundamental freedom of mo-

_vement. Then how come poli-

tical parties professing demo-
cracy wants to take that right
from the citizens. Have our
opposition party leaders act-
ually thought it through, as to
how people will feel when they
are forced to be confined
inside their houses for long 48
hours?

Suppose we accept the
logic, for the argument's sake,
of a hartal during the working
hours. The idea is that offices,
factories and all sorts of
economic activities will be
stopped, which will give the

drid an irreversible pe-
ace process was laun-
ched. Sine the birth of Israel.
half a century ago. this must
be considered the most major
development for the region.
Old taboos are daily breaking
down, old alliances are being
replaced daily and the
situation can best be described
as the game of musical chairs.

‘In the present phase of the
long journey to peace, a very
important milestone was the
handshake between Palestinian
leader Yassir Arafat and Israeli
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin.
in front of the White House as
a beaming President .Bill Clin-
ton looked on. Thanks to mod-
ern day media. this became
the best known handshake of
the world.

Since the birth of Israel and
the expulsion of the Palestini-
ans from their hearths and
homes, the core of the Middle
East problemm has been the
Palestinian question. It is,
therefore, not surprising that
the signing of the Peace Treaty
in 1979 between Egypt and
Israel. did not generate the
kind of enthusiasm and an un-
stoppable peace process. as we
witness today.

. We have witnessed recently
the second handshake — this
time between king Hussein of
Jordan and lIsraeli Prime Min-
ister Yitzhak Rabin. This time
the handshake took place at
the tiny desert outpost Wadi
Araba, between Jordan and Is-
rael. Bill Clinton came from

Washington to witness the
event.

Sir, The Indian visa office

has been pleased to open a
special counter for receiving
visa applications from ladies

- and men above 60 years of age.

The arrangement is really
praiseworthy and the man-
agement of the High Commis-
sion deserve highest congratu-
lations and thanks.

However, both the pro-

cesses of depositing and taking
delivery of visa are very much
tough and perhaps tougher
while depositing. But, no doubt
the visas are delivered the
same day, which is very much
advantageous. Usually the time
for delivery of visas is from 3
pm to 4.30 pm. Our past ex-
nce is that visas used to

be delivered even after 4.30
pm and so long there were ap-
plicants in the queue, they
were given visa. However, on
the following day between 9
am and 11 am the visas of the
previous day would also be de-
livered. :
But on 15.11.94 it was

visa counter was opened at

I specifically noticed that the

3.10 pm and just at 4.30 pm it

period. Evemn after’

HREE years ago in Ma- |
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Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

We Must Find Alternatives to Hartal

The ition i mﬂumdhﬁmmmnthmnhuudthgmmmm
the rgft:[“p-::y.:hnulﬁt, the Opposition is punishing the people in attempting to punish the BNP . ..

Over the last two decades of independence,

much has changed in Bangladesh, except politics and the

impression thal government is
failing to run the country. This

gives the opposition parties a
sense of victery, But under
what logic can we accept
hartal during after office hours.
The evening is a tme for social
activities. People do their
family chores in the evening
after finishing their day's work.
What about buying household
essentials, like day to day
groceries. People may need to
see doclors, parenis may need
to take their children to
hospitals. visit relatives, see
near and dear ones, perform
social and community activities

Why should the opposition
want to stop all that? How is
the government, or the ruling
party involved in the personal
and family activities of our
people?

This is happening because
the Opposition is making no
distinction between Lthe
country and the government,
between society and the ruling
party. As a result, the Opposi-
tion is punishing the peopie in
attempting to punish the BNP.

Over the last two decades
of independence, much has
changed in Bangladesh, except
politics and the mind-set of
the politicians. Walk into any
office and you see the differ-
ences with the past. Walk
inside any one of the thou-
sands of new shops that have
been set up, and you see how
different they are. The sales
people’ are usually so much
more polite and subtle about
pushing their products. The
culture of 'customer is right’ is
slowly sinking in. The
realisation is dawning all over,
that a consumer has multiple
choices, and that one can sell
his or her product only by
making them better, and by
gentle persuasion - and defi-

nitely not by force, pressure or
threat.

This is happening all over,
except in politics. It is not yel
dawning sufficiently in the

ms mes

minds of our politicians that .
regardless of whatever they
may say, Voters are Right'
What the voters are thinking is
going to determine HOW and
WHO will run the country. In
democracy voters will have to
be informed, argued with,
persuaded. cajoled, and finally
convinced to support one or
the other political parties.
Never., never forced. Hartals
and strikes of today are forced
and imposed. The opposition
parties should know better to
think otherwise. And they sho-
uld also know how individuals
and groups react when they
are forced. Remember, people
reject even good things , if
they are forced upon them.
Opposition parties say that

sirikes and hartals are demo-
cratic expressions of people’s
views on an issue. In their case
they say, a successful strike
expresses people's rejection of
the present government. That
argument would acquire more
credibility and acceptability if
the traditional voluntary
participation in strikes were
still the case. Unfortunately
that is no longer true. There is
a lot of coercion in the current
hartals. People acquiesce to
such programmes out of fear .
They do not, want their
property, shops, cars or other

wholeheartedly uphold the
right of any political party to
call for any number of sirikes
and hartals , only and only if,
that political party would
recognise the rights of those
who did not want to par-
ticipate, to go about their daily
work unhindered. Just as {he
opposition has a right to call a
strike, so also those who do

not want to participate in it
have the right not to. But is
that right recognised?

The Opposition may say that
there is no coercion in their
progranmme. Our reply s,
please ask the non-partisan
citizens of Dhaka or any other
city.

The Opposition's call for a
48-hour strike will acquire an
exalted position and much
higher moral and ethical
prestige if it announces that
“Those who do not voluntarily
want to participate in the
hartal, are free to carry on
their daily activities, and that
opposition workers will ensure
them that right.’ Such a
declaration will make #he
opposition's strike call 'a

demoecratic expression’ that it
once used to be .

Where the political parties
are going wrong with their
hartal calls is that they are not
realising the changed context
of when this non-viglent
weapon of mass struggle was
‘invented' and the reality of
present-day world. During the
colondal and Pakistani days,
hurting the government made

sense because that i
was an imstrumen ex

iting us. dis-empowering us,
and subjugating us. It was also
true in the Ershad case
because his was an fllegal and
unelected government. The
BNP government may be
everything else, but illegal and
unelected it is not.

The other factor that with
the information revolution and
the world becoming more and
more of a global village,
politics also has become much
more internationalised than
ever before. Just as m-
ents cannot do as they please,

opposition politics also needs
to measure up to international
scrutiny and standards. Repea-
ted calling of hartals, and
going for a 48 hour closure of
everything in the country does
not create a favourable image
of the Opposition at the
international level.

There is another dramatic
change that our opposition
parties seem neot to have
realised. In this last decade of
the 20th Century, and on the
verge of the 21st. .there is a

totally different concept of
time. Every miinutle counts in

this world. Nations. companies
and individuals spend millions
of dollars in research on how
to save time in the production.
distribution and communica-
llon processes. If it was ever
Irue that time is money . it is
lar more true now. In such a
world, if we, as a nation and a
country, just sit around and
lose 48 hours of production ,
distribution and marketing
time. then we must be in a
suicidal streak.

In response to' my ques-
Lions, opposition leaders often
say, strike happens all over the
world. There is nothing special
about it here. This is a half
truth. Yes, strikes happen all
over the world. But are they
usually confined to a particular
factory, or at best the whole
Industry-like energy. trans-
port, air traffic. coal mining.
etg. It is almost never géneral.
And it is never, never inclusive
of the whole population of the
country. There are not many
instance in the whole world
where private individuals have
been forced to cease work
bécause of a strike call by a
political party. The so-called
Indian ‘bandh’ has never, to my
knowledge . covered the whole
country. and seldom, if ever,
the whole population. In
Pakistan it has occurred once.
perhaps, in last several years,
in spite of a very turbulent
political situation there. But

Musical Chair in the Middle East

Arshad-uz Zaman writes from Istanbul

As the peace process gathers momentum. Other players in the region are busy

making their own moves. We

have, thus, witnessed in Casablanca, commercial capital of Morocco and the headquarters of Islamic Trade
Centre of the OIC, an unique gathering which brought together Arafat, Rabin and

ers momentum. Other players
in the region are busy making
their own moves. We have,
thus, witnessed in Casablanca.
' capital of Moroecco
and the headquarters of Is-
lamic Trade Centre of the OIC,
an unique gathering which
brought together Arafat, Rabin
and many others and was
presided by the King of Mo-
rocco. The meeting succeeded
in bringing together more
than 2000 personalities from
the world of trade. industry
and economy. More taboos fell
during this meeting than
during the last half century.

Turkey, which was repre-
sented by her Prime Minister
Tansy Ciller and a large num-
ber of businessmen [rom the
private sector, had a side show
of her own. Muammar Gaddhafi
of Libya , who has been feeling
the severe pinch of US spon-
sored embargo, contacted
Cilter through her Ambassador
in Tripoli and Ciller flew to the
Libyan border. She then took a
car sent by Gaddhafi and trav-
elled for three hours by road
(Libyan airspace is closed due
to the embargo). The mid-
night meeting with Gaddhafi
which lasted from 1 amto 4
a m and was briefly inter-
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was closed, when about 150
persons were awaiting deliv-
ery of visa. Although -the
counter was opened 10 min-
utes after the scheduled time,
the delivery time was not ex-

tended even for a minute and

the visa seekers had to face
great hardship.

To ameliorate their suffer-
ing, it is earnestly expected
that the authorities will kindly
simplify the delivery proce-

~dure and, to my mind, if a

wholetime ecounter for delivery
of visa is arranged, the people
coming to take delivery of visa
will have lesser troubles.
One who knows
Dhalca

Si } Ka
ute Mill

Sir, Tender has been called
for selling Sirajganj Kawmi
Jute Mill, one of thek largest
mills of the northern’ part of
the country lo the privale
OWTIETS. :

Thousands of workers think
the decision very onerous to
themselves. They have contin-
ued demonstrating and gherao
blockade pregrammes to stop

Spain and they
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rupted by an Arabic style lamb
dinner (Mishui)l brought a
statement from Ciller through
which she promised to contact
the US President and speak
about the embargo. Turkey,
who has been very active in the
field of building projects in
Libya, received a promise of
early settlement of outstand-
ing debts and supply of Libyan
oil.

Tansu Ciller has just con-
cluded a historic journey cov-
ering Israel, Gaza and Egypt.
She is the first Turkish Prime
Minister to visit Israel. Turkey
was one of the first Muslim
countries to recognise Israel
and inspite of Arab pressure
lasting nearly half a century.
has maintained an embassy in
Tel Aviv. Her representation,
which was at a low level, was
upgraded since the peace pro-
cess started moving in real
earnest. Relations between
Turks and Jews go back to
more than 500 years. When
Jews were expelled from
found shelter
with the Ottoman Sultan. Two
years ago. the 500th anniver-

of that event was cele-
brated in Istanbul and the Is-
raeli president came for the

occasion.
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the selling. They ®re sure that
if -the mill go to the private
owners, they will fall deep into
unbearable conditions.

‘It reminds the bane of
Sirajganj Spinning and Cotton
Mills which, after havifig been
handed over to the private
owners, remains closed sine
cdie for quite some time.

~ Under these circumstances,
we appeal to the government
lo take urgent steps to rethink
their decision of selling the
mill to private owners.

Kamrul Islam
Sirajgary

Lottery

Sir, The National Sports
Council has already arranged
five lotteries to raise fund for
promotion of sports. Another
round of lottery has again been
Nloated in the market. It has
been reported that the Na-
tional Sports Council has
earned about 13 crore Taka
from the lotteries already held.
The figure of total sale has not
been disclosed. Assumably, the
figure must be much much
higher.

Most all the buyers of the
tickets are the poor and mid-
dle class people. These people
being allured to win a hand-
some amount overnight rush to
buy the lottery tickets out of
their’ hard earned money.
Sometimes,. instead of buying
bare necessities, they buy tick-
ets to try their luck. And. in
trying luck this way many of
the poor and middle class
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After visiting Israel. which
took hento Jerusalem as well,
Ciller went to Gaza and held
talks with Yassir Arafat. She,
thus, became the first Prime
Minister to visit Arafat at his
headquarters. Two months ago
Pakistan Prime Minister Be-
nazir Bhutto's aftempt be
the first Prime Ministér to
visit Arafat was frustrated by
the [sraeli Prime Minister. be-
cause Israeli authorization

had not been obtained by Pak-

istan. During this eventful trip
Ciller has visited Palestinian
Mayor Feisal Husseini at his
east Jerusalem headquarters,
raising Israell eyebrows. This
is a remarkable diplomatic,
feat, when we consider that
President Bill Clinton during
his first visit to the Middle
East, last month, had to cancel
his scheduled Jerusalem visit,
at the last moment. -

‘

The last stop on this re-
markable journey was Egypt.
Indeed in the musical chairs,
one element that is appearing
progressively is the ,conver-
gence of interest between
Turkey, Egypt and Israel. The
Casablanca meeting was mainly
concerned with building up of
the Middle East. The focus is

Lebanon, who saw the most

murderous civil war for nearly
two decades. The next on line
is Palestine, where everything
will have to be built from — of-
fice buildings, roads and in-
frastructure of every kind.

In the Jordan-Israel Peace
Treaty one very important
element was the sharing of the
waters of the Jordan river. In
the oil rich and water hungry
Middle East, the question that
is coming progressively to the
forefront is the sharing of the
waters. In this, Turkey has a
decided advantage with her
two rivers Tigris and Euphra-
tes, brimming with water. She
is steadily moving ahead with
her giant South Anatolian
Project (GAP). This huge
integrated project, which will
supply water for irrigation and
electricity to an area larger
than Belgium, is the pride of

" Turkey and hope for solving all

i

kinds of problems. It is even
forecast here that the 11-year
old Kurdish war, which is
being waged in the South
Eastern region, will be solved
because GAP wdll provide this
impoverished water scarce
region with employment and
land to cultivate. These two
rivers flow into Irag and Syria
and one can foresee hard

people are losing money.
When we look at the sports

arena, we find our perfor-

mance in the last 23 years as
deplorable. Everywhere our
teams have miserably failed.
We have made some progress
in other fields. But in the
matter of sports we could not
make any major progress even
after 22 years. Our football
team which showed some
progress few years back has
again started showing ade-
cline. But we have spent con-
siderably in sending the team
and officials abroad.

The profit earned from the
lotteries is on the sale pro-
ceeds of whole of Bangladesh.
The utilisation of profit money
should also be for whole of the
country. All districts should
get a share of the profit money.

It should also be considered .

whether the holding of lottery
should be continued for indef-
inite period or not. Because
many of the poor people are
being addicted to buying tick-
ets to gamble their luck, which
Is not so desirable.

Mahbubul Haque Chowdhury
Lake Circus, Kalabagan. Dhaka

Administrative
reforms

Sir, Over the past several
years we have been hearing
that our government is going
to introduce administrative re-
forms In the country with a
view to streamlining various
functions and duties; doing

away with irregularities, negh-

gence of duties and cufruﬁtiun
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in various government offices
and public sector corporations
and also with a view to improv-

ing the standard of public ser- -

vices in different government
organisations and public sector
corporations. But unfortunately
nothing has been done so far.

We strongly feel that for the
sake of accountability and
transparency, knowledge and
information of our people and
maintenance of proper public
accounts and record, it is im-
perative that a performance
statement as per proforma

ted below may be pre-
pared and issued in the form
of a Press Release by each and
every ministry separately on
quarterly basis : 1) Name of the
Ministry — 2) Number of offi-
cers and staff — 3) Pay and al-
lowances of the officers and
staff 4) No. of
cases/letters/applications/peti
tions received — 5) No. of
cases disposed of — 6) No. of
cases pending — 7) Expenses
on purchase, repair, mainte-
nance of motor vehicles — 8)
No. of motor vehicles — 9) Ex-
penses on purchase, repair of
equipment, furniture and pur-
chase of static . forms and
articles — 10} Expenses on
electricity. water, gas and
telephone bills — 11) Ex-
penses on inland (domestic)
TA/DA — 12) Expenses on for-
eign tours of Minister and offi-
cers — 13) Misc. expenses —
14) Staie five main achieve-

ments/performances in seri-

then again NobhOOY IS8 as Poor
Of 4% PANDRETOUS Of a8 Pesource
starved as we are. No other
country is devastated by nat
ural calamity as we are. Nobody
cise has the development

challenge that faces us.

| have often faced the

question from my oppeosition

friends saying ~ Yes, we agree
that strikes hurt the economy .

Buil what else can we do 7 The
government does noi seem to
react otherwise. The guestion.
| think is very valid. And a
answer W it has to be found.
Because strike is not really an
option in this highly compeq
titive world. Let us put owur
heads together and find alter-
natives. But we cannot conti-
nue this bleeding.

Many new. and younger
people joined politics, espe-
cially in the last elections and
even after it. We had hoped
that these younger people will
bring a refreshing change in
the way that politics is done In
this country. The tragedy is
that instead of in
change. they guickly into
the old mewuild So pelitics
continues In its archaic
fashion. being out of tune with
time and with the world. and
of course, with our needs.

it was heartening to read in

The daily Star that the
opposition was thinking about
relaxing some of the

of its proposed 48-hour hartal
starting on the 7th.

At last there is some sign.
however faint, of the oppo-
sition parties taking a second
logk at their activities and
realising that not everybody
feels as enthusiastically about
hartals as they do. The report
said that there is some talk of
allowing rickshaws, push carts
and rickshaw vans to ply in the
streets after dark.

While we weicome these
signs, however late, of rising
sensitivity of public reaction to
the opposition programmes,
we would like te urge the
opposition parties to make
their hartals dawn to dusk, and
to allow social and community
life during the evening and
night. This will, in no way.
diminish the impact (whatever
they think the impact to be) of
their programme, and yet give
some respite to the people.

bargaining ahead. Indeed the
Turkish media is already
speaking of ‘water for oil’, and
pointing out that 'whereas one
can live without oil, water is
life itself.’

The courageous decision of
Yassir Aralat lled him
[rom the status of 'terrorist’ to
a recipient of Nobel Peace
Prize. Late President Sadat and
Prime Minister Menachem Be-
gin had been so honoured 15
vears ago. These e¢vents
demonstrate one reality — in
our age of instantaneous com-
munication — events seem to
move sometimes with incredi-
ble speed.

The latest events are a sure
sign that a settlement be-
tween Israel and Syria and Le-
banon is round the corner.
That will bring to the forefront
the most intractable problem,
Jerusalem, on centre stage. Is-
rael has declared Jerusalem
her eternal capital, a fact
which has not been recog-
nised by any state. Palestinian
leadership+ has declared Je-
rusalem her capital of the fu-
ture State of Palestine. Jeru-
salem is equally holy for the
Christians. Jerusalem arouses
passions like. no other name
does.

The peace makers and par-
ticularly the US have been
wise to keep Jerusalem off

limits from the current nego-
tiations. Yet sooner or later the

question will have to be faced.

The game of musical chairs has
brought out one fact — it is not
the guns but tion ta-

bles, which will be the the L
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atim — 15) Total income of the
Ministry — 16) Total expenrdi-
ture of the ministry = 17)
Remarks, if any — :

The above comprehensive
statement may include the re-
port of all government de-
partments, public sector cor-
porations, autonomous bodies
and establishments of the min-
istry. Various government de-
partments, public sector eor-
porations, autonomous bodies
and establishments may pre-

pare and submit their -
o thet

tive reporis direct t eir
ministry concerned on
-monthly basis on or before

15th day of each 2nd month.
Thereafter the ministry con-
cerned may compile the re-
poris on quarterly basis and is-
sue a quarterly Press Release
on or before 25th day of each
fourth month.

We that the introduc-
tion of issuance of quarterly
report separately of each and
every ministry would not only
help us wastage and mis-
use of public money h:tn,
would also help us to
follow financial discipline and
also improve the efficiency.

Would our Ministry of Est-
ablishment Division, Cabinet
Affairs Division, Ministry of Fi-
nance, Prime Minister's Secre-
tariat and our Members of the
Jatiya Sangsad kindly consider
the relevant matters as stated
above and take necessary sieps
in the national interest?

O H Kabir
Warl. Dhaka



