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Awami

lub-u Lenm te mark the 55th birthday

Govthas&:ledtomeet'

people's demand: Hasina

Opposition leader Shetkh
Hasiin vesterday said unrest is
prevathing in social and state
lile because of the BNP gov-
ernment's inefficiency. indeci-
<tui1 and obstinacy, reports
L N

I'he people from different
prutessions and services in-

cluthng Ansars, employees,
laavers. doctors. engineers,
wiiculturists, teachers. stu-

ierits workers and farmers
look 1o sireet as the govern-
et failed to meet their de-
nands, resulting in crisis in
bie country, she said.

The government has be-
caved  with ils  electoral
pivddges 1o the [_!E‘HPiE o 1f they
HNPY remains in power, it will

' b possible to ensure wel-

= i the people,” Hasina told

ol meeting of the Awami
Lenpne and its front organisa-
pis il 29 Minto Road yester-
B IT‘:[1T'I"II'I'I£.
government has no

cht tee stay in power, she
<1l Reterring to the Prime
“nsier s address at the Chha-
t + b1l rally on December 28,
< =awd the people were feel-
~ansecure after her remarks
thie Chhatra Dal was
ol 10 face the Opposis
o s agitalion.

Ihe Awami League Presi-
derit alleged that in past few
Jays the JCD activists attacked
and ransacked the houses of
her party leaders in different
paiis of the country,

The Chhatra Dal activists
evenl opened fire at the meet-
g of Awami League leader
Mirza Azam, MP in Jamalpur
while a Chhatra League leader
was Killed in Hamhganl she
saaic]

dur Staff Correspondent
idids. Hasina yesterday urged
the government to shun the
path of confrontation and
pursue a peaceful policy to

Statement reflects
Majority views,
claims DUTA

By DU LCorrespondent

The Dhaka University
'eachers Association (DUTA)
vesterday ‘claimed that its
stalement resenting a recent
remark of the Prime Minister
reflected the opinion of the
majority of the university
tene hers.

Referring to the statement
by some 122 teachers of the
[niversity was published yes-
terday
president and the general sec-
retary of the association have
the authority to give instant
eacltion to issues related to
thie university's interest and
4lso thuse of national impor-
tance.

An emergency meeting of
the DUTA executive commit-
'er vesterday also said that the
statement concerning the
Frame Minister's remarks was
4 timely one. The Prime Minis-
ter reportedly said at a stu-
ddents rally in the city recently
'hat the ruling party's student
front alone was enough to face
the Oppaosition.

Constitutional provisions for
elections under non- -party ,

caretaker governments for at

i I'II_"

“ing the boyco

the DUTA said the:_

eslablish people’s 'rights and
ensure political stability and
economic development in the
country. |

"The government should
accept the Opposition demand
for polls under a caretaker
administration and move a bill
in parliament on the issue
immediately if it wants to
maintain peace , she told a
discussion meeting in the city.

The Awami Jubo keague or-
ganised the meeting at the
Ramna Batamul in the after-
noon to observe 55th birthday
of Sheikh Fazlul Hag Moni —,
the founder of AL youth front.

‘Il the government ignores

our demand this will lead to a

confrontation.” Hasina warned.

Addressing the function as
chiel guest, the AL leader, re.
lerring to the Prime Minister's
recent ‘'comment that her
party's student- front was
enough to tackle the Opposi-
tion, accuséd the PM of insti-

gating the students against
them.

"Such a comment by the
head of the government only
reflects her sheer irresponsi-
bility." the Opposition leader
remarked.

Recalling her association
with Moni, her first cousin,
Hasina disclosed that she
learnt the A B C of politics
from the slain youth leader.
She fermed Moni a good or-
ganiser. a brave political leader
arld an efficient journalist who
lounded the Banglar Bani
newspaper.

JS boycott case

From Page 1 Col B

boveotting Parlialment ses-
SIONS.

All counsels of respondents
yvesterday moved the applica-
tion to constitute a larger
bench when the court rose
for the day. The respondents’
counsel said the case regard-
tt of parliament
by the Opposition is of great

public importance and a
constitutional and political
matter and as such hearing on

it should be held before a

larger bench.

Opposing the application,
the petitioner's counsel,
Asrarul Hossain, Bar at Law

said the issue will be decided .

under the High Court rules. It
is the discretion of the coyrt
to recommend for constitut-
ing a larger bénch to the Chief
Justice if the court feels it
necessary, the counsel said.

Hossain further said the re-
spondents Moudud Ahmed
served the copy of the applica-
tion for constituting a larger
bench to the writ petitioner on
November 17 last buf he did
not file it before the court till
hearing of the writ petition is
complete. This is an abuse of
the process of the court.

After hearing both the sides
the court rejected the applica-
tion for larger bench and al-
lowed two days time upon a
prayer by the respondents to
file appeal before the Appellate
Division against the rejection
order.

The court fixed the hearing
of the writ petition tomorrow.

 runnabi

L'I'ucf Sheikh Hasina addrﬂimg A mﬂtmg ur;nnued by the Awami
of late Sheikh Faziul qu Moni at Ramna Park

— Star photo

Opposition

Frpm Page 1 Col 7
tuation, felt that the ruling
BNP would either announce
by-elections to the parliamen-
tary seats that would fall vacant
after the Opposition's resigna-
tions or may dissolve Parlia-
ment and go for fresh polls.

"In either case, we shall
unitedly resist the attempts for
holding elections under the
present government.,” an AL
leader who attended yester-
day's meeting told The Daily
Star.

According to meeting
sources, the Opposition is yet
to fix a date for resigning from
Parliament. Before submitting
the resignations the Opposi-
tion would, however, issue an
ultimatum to the government
for meeting their demand.

“If the government fails to
meet the demand before the

|

Suhrawardy's
anniversary
of death today

By Staff Cerrespondent

The 31st anniversary of the
death of H 8 Suhrawardy will
be observed today.

Different political parties
pod socieo cultural organiea-
tions have drawn up pro-
gramumes to mark the day.

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas. Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia and Leader of the
Opposition Sheikh Hasina gave
messages on the oocasion pay-
ing tributes to the late leader.

A seminar titled, "Contribu-
tion of Suhrawardy to the
Establishment of Parllamentary
Democracy”. organised
by the Bangladesh Jatiyo
Bektitto Gabeshana Kendra and
the Bangladesh Shahitya Sans-
kriti Sangsad will be held at
the mazar premises in Dhaka.

Interim injunction
on DUTA set aside

ByDUCmupm:dant
igh Court Division of
the

tion issued earller on thu
Dhaka University Teachers
Assoclation [(DUTA) following
the expulsion of Dr M Ershadul
Bari from the association.

The order was given by
High Court bench
Justice Muhammed Golam
Rabbani and Justice Syed
Amirul Islam after hearing the
DUTA's appeal. .

The DUTA cancelled the
membership of Dr Ershadul
Bari on July 29 for his re-
poried speech against the
playing of the national anthem
at the first Senate meeting of
the National University.

Advocate ANM Gaziul Huq
appeared for DUTA while Dr
Rafiqgqur Rahman for the other-

deadline, we shall immediately | side

resign.” a JP leader told this
correspondent last night.

The Leader of the Opposi-
tion is learnt to have asked her
opposition partners yesterday
to propose a date for the dead-
line today when they meet

again in the evening.

“Although we have not yet
decided on a specific date for
the resignation, it would not
be beyond December 31,” an-
other leader told fhis corre-
spondent, adding: "It could
even happen sometime in the
third week of this month.”

One shot dead
in Chittagong

CHITTAGONG, Dec 4: A
young man was shot dead and
two people were injured when
a gang of dacoits opened fire
on the villagers in Chandanaish
thana early today, reports UNB.

Witnesses and police said
about 15 dacoits stormed the
house of Haji Nurunnabi at
Dakhinharala village.

The  dacoits opened fire
when the villagers gheraoed
them at about 2 am, killing
Abul Hashem on the spot.

Hashem's father Haji Nu-
and uncle Abdul
Khaleque, who received bullet
injuries during the firing, were
admitted to a local clinie.

Later in the day, police ar-
rested three people from dif-
ferent parts of Chandanaish
thana.in connection with the
abortive robbery bid. They
could not be lmmediattl}r iden-
tified.

10 lathmis held
from Barisal
char area

From Our Correspondent

BARISAL, Dec 4: Banaripara
thana police, in a special drive,
arrested ten lathials from

Bisharakandi Char area of this
thana this morning.

Sources said that they were
allegedly preparing for an op-

o eration in a nearby char

The arrested persons are
Abdul Gafur, Siddiqur Rahman,
Mubarak Hossain, Zakir Haw-
lader, Abdul Mannan, Abdur
Rashid, Abdul Zalil. Anwar
Hnsaaln Sultan Khan and Babul
| Hawlader.

Situation peaceful: Press Note

From Page | Col 3
peated efforts the director
general failed to bring them
under control. - Indisciplined
situation also developed at the
Khilgaon Ansar headquarters.

The Press Note said that ef-
forts continued on December 2
also to bring the situation un-
der control t discussion
and negotiation with the
battalion Ansars. But the unruly
battalion Ansars, refused. to
come to any negotiation.
instead. they threatened to
resort to more desiructive acts
through announcing abstention
of work and h.lﬂl'
December 6. 7 and 8.

At the directive of the gov-
errunent bome secretary and
former director general of
Ansars Major ral Mah-
bubur Rahman went to Safipur
on Derember 3 to discuss the
situation with them but due to
the stern attit

they have to come back with-

ay siege on

of the Ansars

. out any fruitful discussion.

On the same day they again
went to Safipur on the instruc-
tion from the government to

reach a peaceful settlement .

through negotiation with the
Ansars. Despite giving full as-
surances to consider their rea-
sonable demands with sympa-
thy ‘during the long seven-hour
parley they did not agree to re-
turn to discipline.

Instead they began to Bhﬂw
more indisciplined behaviour.
Even presence of some out-
siders, who were not Ansars,
were noticed and those out-
siders were seen instigating
the agitating Ansars in their
destructive designs. Mean-
while, Battalion Ansars of Foy's
Lake of Chit . Alaipur of
Khuilna, Navaron of Jessore and
mnmmrhat also became un-
Under such circumstances
the government deployed
armed forces at Safipur and

BDR and ]J'DH{‘E at several
other places to maintain safety
and security of public life and
to bring back discipline among
battalion Ansars.,

'Some misguided members
of Battalion Ansars created
obstacles and opened fire on
the members of the law en-
forcing agencies who were en-
gaged in bringing the situation
under control and in the pro
cess of reestablishing disci-
pline. In such a situation the
law enforcing agencies had to
take steps to disarm
those misguided Ansars. Dur-
ing the process two Ansars —
All Murtaza of 19 battalion and
Ruhul Amin of 32 battalion’ —
died and seven others were
injured. Speedy measures were
taken for the treatment of the
injured Ansars. The situation is
under complete control and
peaceful and discipline was
restored the Press Note

e

Holiday Inn case
From Page 1 Col 8
ordered the allotment of plot
No 1 situated at morth of PG
Hospital and west of Sheraton
Hatel, Dhaka measuring about
11 bighas in violation of rules
of Rajuk in favour of Inter-
national Hotel Holdings
Limited to build a five star ho-
tel., He ordered the allotment
for a price pf Taka one crore
per bigha and payment of such
price of the land at 12 equal
half yearly instalments without
interest in violation of law, in
which the accused persons in
collaboration with each other
and by misusing power had
caused a loss to the Rajuk of a
total amount of Taka
13.40,43, 636. 97 on account
of price of land and interest

thereof.

Md Ataur Rahman, officer uf
Bureau of Anti-Corruption
lodged FIR with Motijheel po-
lice against former president
HM Ershad, former vice-pres-
ident Moudud Ahmed, former
Works Minister Shafiqul Gani
Swapon, former Rajuk Chair-

man S H M Abul Bashar and .

Abul Khair Litu on May 9,

1991. Chargesheet was submit-

ted on July 18, 1991 and the
special judge framed charge
against them on March 17,

Malek

From Page 1 Col 5

with misappropriating Taka
12.96,533.20, the press re-
lease said.

The case. in brief, is that
the accused persons. by ignor-
ing the set rules of procuring
cables from the manufacturer
Eastern Cables Limited at ex
factory rate, had purchased
cables through the contractor
for illegal financial benefit and
malafide intention. They did
this in violation of the faith re-

posed on them and misused .

their powers, the press re-
lease added.

The case is now under in-
vestigation by the anti-corrup-
tion people.

JS okays Bill

From Page 1 Col 7
Bangladesh.”

Rejecting the Opposition
demand for a caretaker gov-
ernment, the LGRD Minister
said the government would
stick to its avowed stand on
the question of holding free
and fair polls.

Earlier, the House diﬂpuutd
of three call attention notices
relating respectively to the
public's hardship in getting
passports, illegally expropriat-
ing increased taxes from the
people and the setting up of a
teachers’ training college at
Maulvibagzar. ;

Foreign Minister M
Mostafizur Rahman addressed
the passport issue on behalf of
Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury who was out of the
country till yesterday.

Mostafizur Rahman, who

served as Home Minister™un-
der Presidents Ziaur Rahman
and Justice Abdus Sattar, how-
ever, did not say anything in
the House on the recent
mutiny by the Ansars. None of
the MPs raised the jssue in the
House which reconvened yes-
terday.
Speaker Shaikh Razzak Ali
adjoined the House at 8:38 pm
to resume again at 6:00 this
evening.

e
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A visitor EH!EH‘E'IHE’. a mynah at arf exhibition of talking birds
held at Bijoy Sarani in the city yesterday in connection with

the Tourism Month.

- Stnr photo

Increased role of women

in development stressed

A workshop on the outcome
of the Calro cenference and its
future programme of action in
the city vesterday called for
increased participation of
women in all -spheres of na-
tional life to attain sustainabie
development.

The workshop titled "From
Cairo to Beijing: Women, Envi-
ronment and Development’
was addressed . by, among
others, visiting UNFFPA Execu-
tive Director Dr. Nalis Sadik.

Health and Family Welfare
Minister Chowdhury Kamal
Ibne Yusuf was the chief guest
while State Minister for
Women and Children Alfairs
Begum Sarwari Rahman. UNDP
Resident Representative Eimi
Watanabe, Chinese Ambassador
Xiang Xujian and Director of
Khan Poundation, which ergan-
ised the workshop. Rokhsana
Khondoker also spoke.

State Minister for Planning
Dr. Abdul Moyeen Khan
presided over the workshop
held at the conference room of
the Planning Commission.

The health minister in his
speech emphasised the role of

[Lankan FM

From Page 1 Col 8

Kadirgamar suggested that
Bangladesh-Sri Lanka Joint
Economic Commission estab-
lished in 1985, which so far
held three meetings, should
have a fresh meeting next vear

| to reactivate it and devise new

areas of cooperation, particu-
larly in the field of trade.

Lankan FM described his
trip as a goodwill visit which,
he said, should enable him to
get acquainted with Bangla-
desh and its government.

Ferry services

From Page 1 Col 8
following a dispute over
loading of a truck on a ferry

vessel, Shah Mokdum, at the
Aricha ghat.
Two ferries with some

1000 passengers from 36
districts were stuck up in the
Jamuna during the trouble.
Besides, 12 other ferries with
loaded trucks on beard
remained floating in the river
during the period.

The agitated truck workers-

allegedly ransacked the ferry
counters at the ghat. They also
attacked ferry Shah Paran and
Enayetpury.

A seriously injured truck
driver, Manik, was rushed to
the Shyamoli Alberuni Hospital
in the capital while Nasirud-
din, a ferry worker, was
admitted to the Shibalaya
Thana Health Complex. Two
others — Baten and Abul
Bashar — were released after
first aid.

Management of ferry traffie
was handed over Lo the BIWTC
from the Interdistrict Truck

Drivers’ Union: in 1992 to
remove irregularities in the
8eC

r.

committee has been for-
med 1o lmrtutigalr the inci-
dent and report ‘within seven

days, ces said.
85) protests

Salman's comment

By Staff Correspondent

The Left Democratic Front
[LDF) has protested the con-
tention of FBCCI president
Salman F Rahman that all the
political parties were respon-
sible for the present political
crisis.

The LDF, in a statement
yesterday said that no one had
given Salman Rahman the au-
thority to make such com-

* ments on political parties.

By Staff Correspondent

women in the development
precess.,
He. however, pointed out

that subjugation of women
cannot be eliminated through
state policy or action alone be-
cause of political, economic
and religious factors involved.
"Rather.
be changed by cencerted ac-

tions undertaken globally.” he

said.

Dr. Nafis Sadik suggested

that the SAARC member na-
tions could successiully har-
ness the results ol the popula-
tion conference

ities.

She appreciated the role of

the Non-government Organisa-
tions (NGOs) in the efforts to
achieve the objectives of the
population conference and
suggested them to continue
their endeavour side by side
with the government activities
in the fealth and population
programune areas.

Eimi Watanabe said empow-
erment of women means

equitable distribution of rights

and responsibilities between
men and women.

The Chinese ambassador
said that necessary prepara-
tions for successful holding of

. the World Conference on

Women at Beijing next year.

Earlier. Dr Halida Akhter
Hanum of the Bangladesh In-
stitute of Research for Promo-
tion of Essential and Repro-
ductive Health and Technolo-
gies gave the key-note address
at the workshop.

Parliament members Matia

‘Chowdhury, Begum Farida

Rahman, Khurshid Jahan Hug
and Selima Rahman and Reita
Immanuel Rahman tmk part in
‘the discussion.

the situation may

through
identifying regional communal-

| meeting
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Attack on UK diplomat’s
car in Gaza

JERUSALEM, Dec 4. lSracli soldiers at a Gaza Strip border

crossing shot at a British diplomat's car’ damaging its
windscreen, after he failed to heed an opder to stop, both

sides today .

Peter Morrison, cultural attache at the

British consulate in Jerusalem. was wnhurt in the incident

after dark on Saturday when he was leaving Palestinian-ruled
Gaza via Nahal Oz checkpoint. reports Reuler.

Malaysia blasts Russia

KUALA LUMPUR., Dec 4: Malaysia today blasied Russia for
vetoing a UN Security Council draft reselution blocking fuel
supplies to rebel Serbs. who have launched an offensive on
Bosnian government forces at Bihac in Bosnia-Herzegovina.

Malaysian Foreign Minister Abhdulliah Badawi

that

Russia had failed 1o understand the view of members of the
Non-Alighted Movement [(NAM) and the Organisation of
Islamic Ceortference (OIC), who form a majority in the United

Nations. reports AFP

rom Page 1 Col 5

amlnuntunn according to po-
ice and BDR officials.

All the arrested were sent

o jails outside Dhaka in the
evening. police said.

Over 4000 Ansars sepoys
were arrested at the Shafipur
academy and 168 in Chit-
tagong after they surrendered,
according to unconfirmed re-
poris

There are some 14,700
Ansars sepoys in 87 battalions
across the country. Twently
four battalions are in the Hill

Tracts

Regional export

From Page 1 Col 4

elements should be incorpo-
rated. _

The speakers highlighted
the regional export [inancing
problems stressing. that
medium and long term financ-
ing is a major problem. They
also added that at the national
level there are agencies,
mainly Commercial Banks, to
look after the short term ex-
port credit but at regional level
there is no such export financ-
ing agencies. The participants
suggested establishment of an
Export-ilmport Bank (EXIM) in
countries that do not have
such institutions. Turning
Bangladesh Shilpa Bank (BSB)
into the Export-lmport Bank
was put forward as a likely so-

lution. They also suggested set-
ting up of regional Export-Im-

port Bank providing services of

reinsurance and other facili-
ties.

On the prospect of a mone-
tary union, the workshop con-
cluded that jt is still prema-
ture to set up an union.

However, a number of other
recommendations were made
in the field of monetary coop-
eration. They included pro-
posals for holding an annual
of concermed finance
ministers, a biannual consulta-
tive meeting of Central bank
governors, setting up of an in-
stitution of banking and fi-
nance to train opera-
tors of international and rural
financing, establishing of re-
gional association of commer-
cial banks for the promotion of
trale and joint ventures in
SAARC regions.

The concluding session of
the workshop proposed a
number of studies in order to
facilitate policy formulations.
The areas suggested are: The
performance of ACU in the
post-regulation and trade lib-
eration phase; impact of GATT
on the economies of SAARC
couitries and border trade in

the SAARC countries.

RebelAnsarssurrender

The Ansars started an
tion om December 1 to
their seven-point demand
which included regularisation
of thetr jobs and increased pay
and facilities

An Ansar sepoy now draws
Th. 45 a day as remuneration
and another five taka for Eid
days, according to the ag-
grieved sepoys.

The trouble, that first broke
out at the Shafipur academy
Thursday, later spread to the
headquarters and other dis-
tricts. :

Our Staff dent
adds from Chittagong: the
Ansars revolt here came to an
end as BDR and police contin-
gents raided the battalion
camp at Foys Lake yesterday.
official sources said.

Some 170 Ansars
were arrested after surrender-
ing without any resistance. The

later forwarded to the court
from where they were sent to

the Chittagong jail. police offi-
cials said.

Teacher gets 3 yrs’
RI in Sylhet
From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Dec 4: A primary
school teacher has been
awarded three years' rigorous
imprisonment on a charge of
taking Tk eighty thousand
from ope Helalur Rahman on
the plea of

sendi him fto

Saudi Arabia on emgymcnl.

The court also asked him to
pay a fine of taka one thousand,
in default to suffer imprison-
ment for ope month more,

The ¢€ase in brief is that,
Mubaswir Ali, assistant teacher
of Parbatipur Primary School,
took taka eighty thousand from
Helalur Rahman of village
Parbatipur on the plea of ar-
ranging a job for him in Saudi
Arabia. He failed but refused to
return the

Helalur Rnhmu.n then filed a
case with the Thana Magistrate
Court of Kanaighat. The court,
after examining records and
witnesses, found the accused

guilty and passed the judge-
ment today.

Boat capsme

From Page 1 Col 7
into another vessel.

Begum Zia offered prayers
for the eternal peace of the
victims. }

The Prime Minister con-
veyed her deepest condo-
lences and s thies to the
members of the bereaved fami-
lies.
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