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NEWS BRIEFS
Housewife slain

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET., Dec 4: A young

five years. The cause of the
murder could not be ascer

tained immediately police said

GF meet today

The Gane Forum [KiF} will
hold a public meeting at Pu
rana Palton crossing today at 3
pm. President of the Gano Fo
rum, Dr Kamal Hossain will
address the meeting as chief

guest. reporis UNB
Old man killed

By Staff Correspondent

An B0-year-ald man was
killed when a speeding bus hi
him at Bhaluka yesterday after
noon. The victim Kamaluddin
died on the spot. The Dhaka
bound bus sped away imme
diately after the accident but ©

was intercepied by palice ai
Banarni. Police seinrd the bus

US envoy meets
relief minister

US Ambassador in Bang
ladesh Davill N. Merrill callec
om’State Mindster for [isaster

” w Haruan
Al-Rashid at the minister s

office here yestgrday Thevy

discussed malters relating o
bilateral and mmstusl interes
reports UNB

Al

2 killed during crackdown: 5000 arrested

Rebel Ansars surrender

B}' Staff Correspondent

Al least two Ansars Sepoys
were killed and 20 others
wounded in a pre-dawn crack-
down on the rebellious Ansars
yesterday.

Contingents of the army,
-BDR and paolice went into ac-
tion to put an end to their
three-day militant revolt.

Some 5000 rebel Ansars in
Dhaka, Shafipur and Chit-
tlagong were arrested and sent

- to different district jails. un-
~confirmed reports said.

"~ The two dead were identi-
fied as Ali Mortuza of 19
Ansars Ballalion and Ruhul
Amin of' 32 Battalion at

Shafipur.

The rebel> Ansars at the

Shafipur training academy ur-
der Gazipur district surren-

dered following a joint opera-
tion by Army, BDR and armed
pdlice contingents early in the
morning while those at the
Khilgaon headquarters in the
city surrendered around 10:30
am, Only BDR jawans and po-
lice took part in the Khilgaon
operation.

Army helicopters hovered
low over the Ansars headquar-
ters and the academy at
Shafipur to scare the Ansars
ranks who had taken positions
on rooftops and other strategic
spots. -

The BDR used heav}r
weapons like rockets. two-
inch mortars and light ma-
t:hintz*guns while police lobbed
teargas shells on -the Khilgaon
Ansars Headgtarters and the

o

who took part in the o

Shafipur academy during the
operations that lasted mrcral
hours.

Platdons of the pa:rmmﬂb
tary BDR led by Colonel Sadeq
Hossain and Dhaka Metropoli-
tan Police (DMP) contingents
led by Deputy Conimissioner
Masudul Huq cordoned off the
headquarters around 2 am and
went into action around 4:30
am, according to a BDR official
peration.

Earlier. police blocked all
roads in the area and warned

local people about the raid .

over loudspeakers,

A BDR official told this cor-
respondent that when the
army choppers flew low to
scare away the agitating Ansars

‘sepoys at the headquarters,:

the BDR fired five rockets,
seven mortar shells and
arpuind 200 rounds with LMGs.

"We tried to save all the se-
poys, but at least 20 of them
were injured, four sériously
with head injuries”, he said,
seeking anonymity.

The BDR official confirmed
that the agitating Ansars who

were carrying .303 rifles did

not fire any shots. "If they had

done so the situation would

have been much worse.” he |

added. |
After effecting the surren-
der of the rebels police and
BDR entered the headquarters
and arrested 664 Ansars se-
poys and recovered 740 rifles

- and some 10,000 ruyndu of

See Page 12 Col 7
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29 killed as boat sinks
in Sunamganj'

- From Staff Correupondent

SYLHET, Dec 4: At least 29

people were killed when a bodt
with 50 aboard capsized in the

river Bolal, about 10 kilometre

- off .Jamalganj thana headquar-

ters under Sunamganj district
early hours today.

Officials said 29 bodies had
been recovered. Qf them three
were of men, 11 of women and

15 of children.

The mechanised boat while
on way to Bad t of Jamal-
ganj thana of Sunamganj

district from the Bhairab Bazar
of Kishoreganj district collided
with another vessel carrying
sands at Bagani at about 5:30 in
the mormning. -

The bodies recovered had
been sent to .the Jamﬂgﬂﬂ
Thana Headquarters. None
the bodies could be identified
yet.

. The death toll may go up,

—l -

-ministration to

officials feared.

Local ople, police and
district officials continued the
rescue operation uarchmg for
survivors of the ferry disaster.

Deputy Commissioner Mo-
hammad Kamaluddin and
Police Super Lutfar Rahman
visited the scene.

A case was registered with
Jamalganj thana.

PM shocked

BSS adds: The Prime Minis-
ter, Begum Khaleda Zia,
tonight expressed her pro-
found shock and griefl at the
loss of lives in boal capsize

The Prime Minister di-
rected the relevant local ad-
interrsify
search operations to rescue
missing passengers of the boat
which capsized after crashing

See Page 12 Col '8

ion may relax

By Staff Correspondent

The parliamentary Opposi-

tion may relax some restric-
tions on the movement of
transports during its 48-hour
hartal, scheduled to begin at 6
am on December 7.

Leaders of the opposition

| .0 parties had a long discussion

| Situation nowmeeful,

says Press Note

The situation, arising out of
the violent and unruly activi-
ties of some indisciplined
members of battalion Ansars, is
now completely peaceful and
discipline has been restored, a
government Press Note said in
Dhaka vesterday. reports BSS.

The Press Note issued by
the Home Ministry said that
two members of Ansars were
killed and seven others injured
when the forces of the law en-
forcing agencies had to take
necessary steps to unarm
them. In this connection it
said some misguided members
of Ansars created impediments
and opened fire at the law en-
forcing . agencies engaged in
the process of ng the si-
iwation under control and

restoring discipline. Measures

have been taken for the im-
mediate ireatment of the in-
jured members of Ansar battal-
fon. .

The government called out
army at Shafipur and BDR and
police at some. other places to
restore discipline in the battal
on Ansars and ensure security
in the public life.

The Press Note said. "On
December 1 some indisci-
piined members of Ansar bat-
talion at Shafipur Ansars Aca-
demy and Khilgaon Ansars
headgquarters created violent
indiscipline all on a sudden
demanding solution (o their
certain problemis immedi-

ately. At one stage they created
barricade on Dhdka-Tangail
highway causing disruption in
the traffic, destroyed public
property, insulted senior offi-
cials, ransacked their houses,
detained officials including
several hundred woman trai-
nees and thus contributed to
the extreme deterioration of
the law and order situation.
Their unruly behaviour posed a

threat to the security of lives

and property of the peoples of
the surrounding areas, such a
conduct on the part of the
members of the law enforcing
agencies is nelther expected
nor desirable under any cir-
CLHNSLANCES.

On- that day the Director
General of Ansars Major Gen-
eral Sayed Badmnlman di-
rected all
Shafipur Ansars ﬁta{kmy to be
present at the Darbar at 11 am
to discuss their various prob-
lems. All members of Ansars
assemhled at the Darbar ac-
cordingly, but before the di-
rector general came¢ to the
spot extreme in tension
erupted among them at one
stage and some unruly Ansars
armed with sticks fell up on
the deputy director general. As
a result, the deputy director
general was compelled to leave
the Darbar place and the di-
reclor general was unable to be
present there. Despite re-

See Page 12 Col ]
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Members of the Battnhnn Ansars Mﬂl t.hﬂr Arms
at the Ansars headquarters at Khilgaon in the city yes-

-—Eurphuto

Regional export ﬁnancmg and)| C
strengthening of ACU suggested

Strengthening the existing
Asian Clearing Union (ACLU)
and providing regional export
financing [acililes were rec-
ommended at a two day re
gional workshop on Payments
and Monetary Cooperation in
South Asia which concluded
vesterday

State Minister for Finarnce
Mr Mojibur Rahman MP was
the chied guest at the conclud.
ing session of the workshop
yrntly organised by Centre for

Policy [Dialogue (CPD) a local
thinkiank and Friedrich
Eberi. Stiftung IFESI a Ger

man research organisaton al a
city hotel vesterday
The recommendztions ol
the workshop were read out by
Frof Rehman Sobhan execu
tiwe ¢ hawrman of the CPLD
Atiended by local experts

By Staff Correspondent

and delegates from India, Pak-
istan. Nepal and Sri Lanka. the
workshop identified the advan-
tage of ACU, a trade financing
mechanism among regional
countries, in operation for the
last two decades. as a force
which reduces dependence of

the SAARC repgion on the out
side world
However the speakers al

the workshop highlighted the
gxisting problems of the ACU
such as: the delay in payments:
period sel for settlements only
two months; lack of timely
correspondence since the
headguarters is in Tehran
travel transaction not covered

and bilateral payment ar
rangermers

The speakers pointed out
the relevance of ACU under
current ocurrency convertibi

ties and trade liberalization has
declined.

But they added that it is
still relevant since high growth
rates might dwindle reserves
through increased imports.
And as foreign capital inflows
may be erratic, it may reduce
the reserves.

The participants recom-
mended that the settilement
period should be extended
from two months to sixth
months to two years; clearing
arrangement should be multi
lateral. surplus countries
should extend suitable line of
credit facilty to deficit coun
tries: make ACLI voluntary. in-
COrpPorate iravel and other ser-
viees account transactions into
ACL: ACYT modalities should be
sireamlined: trade enhancing

See Page 12 Col 7
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orruption case
against Malek,
4 others

Former administratoer of
Dhaka City Corporation Colonel
(Retdl MA Malek and four

others were yesterday charged
with tion of about

sappropria
Taka 13 lakh through illegal
influence and misuse of power,
a Bureau of Ant-Corruption
press release said, reports
HSS.

The Bureau filed a case
with Sutrapur thana against
Coliretd) M A Malek, Md
Abdus Sattar Miah, former
chief executive of the DCC and
presently deputy commis-
sioner of Madaripur, Md Elahi
Bux. acting chief storekeeper
and purchase officer of the
DCC, Tolazzal Hossain, assis-
tant storekeeper and pur
chase officer, and Md. Abul
Bashar, the proprietor of M/s
S Emterpriae

The accused were charged

Sec Page 12 Col 4

last night on their next course
of action to compel the BNP
government to accept the de-
mand for the next general
;Icctiuns to be held under a

served that the realisation
 the demand for a caretaker “~date and method of their res-

government may,K take time.
Therefore, in order not to an-
tégonise the public by auhject
ing them to h

by [tartels and :icgcb ihe F‘-pr
position may relax some of the

\—&

restrictions enforced during
hartals, an influential leader at-
tending yesterday's meeting
told The Daily Star.
Rickshaws. push-carts and
rickshaw vans are likely to be
allowed to ply on the streéts at
night during the planned 48-
hour country-wide shut-down.
The opposition leaders
yesterday also discussed the
possible options open to the
government following the an-
nouncement of the Opposi-

‘tion's threat to resign en

masse from Parliament.
The opposition parties,

especially the Awami League,

the Jatiya Party and the Ja-
maat. plan to announce the

tion from separate rallies

sch led in the city tomor-
row.

The

Winle rev

Sec Page 12 Col 3
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JS okays Bill for ID

cards for voters

'By Staff Correspondent

The Jatiya Sangsad(JS)
yesterday passed legislation
providing specifics of the iden-
tity cards to be issued to each
and every voter by the Election

Commission(EC).
The Electoral Rolls
[Amendment) Bill, 1994 was

passed to equip the EC with
the authority to issue identity
cards in the light of the
Representation of People
Order (Amendment) Act 1994,
adopted four days ago.

That Bill, empowered the
EC to issue voter ID cards.

According to the Electoral
Rolls Bill 1994, each laminated
identity card would carry a
laser superimposed photo-
graph -of the voter and a code
number containing his or her

pnrt.lcularu including the ad-

Fllnung the Electoral Rolls
[Amendment] -Bill. 1994,

LGRD Minister Barrister Abdus
Salam Talukder termed both
yesterday's and Wednesday's
Bills as “historic and unique”
and decldred that the BNP

‘government which got the

mandate of the people in the
1991 national elections wouild
not concede to the demand of
a “special type of government
as outlined by certain quar-
ters”. but would uphold “the
Constitution to conduct

Parliament elections freely and
fairly.
Recalling the nine years of
struggle against autocracy,
Talukder told the House that
the people had established a
sovereign Parliament making
the cabinet answerable to the
House.

"We never believed in any
special type of government
(caretaker) and still we do not
endorse the idea.” he said.

Talukder, who Is also the
BNP Secretary General, dis-

with Opposition sug-
gestion that elections could
only be free and fair under a
neutral, non-party government.

Terming the Opposition
demand as unconstitutional. he
said everyone is aware of what
has been envisaged in the
Constitution.

Criticizing the Opposition s
street agitations on the care-
taker issue by abandoning
Parliament, Barrister Talukder
said the people would become
fully aware of those who speak
of democracy and the
Constitution but create chaos
on the streets.

It has been noticed that
certain elements always ob-
structed . the process ol

. he said, “And such
elements are also here In

+ Sec Page 12 Col 4

| Illegal aliens asked to quit

S Arabia by mid-Dec

DUBAI. Dec 4: Thousands of
illegal foreign workers, mostly
Asians are being forced out of
Saudi Arabia after the Kingdom
told all illegal immigrants to
leave by mid-December or face
punishment and fines, reports
Reuler.

Diplomats said most were
labourers working in construc-
tton. small shops and other
jobs normally shunned by
Sauclis.

The kingdom has gliven
them a month until December
18 to leave In an unprece-
dented crackdown against ille-
gal workers among an expatri-
ate community which accounts
for four million of Saudi
Arabla’'s 17 million residents.

Police are checking the pa-
pers of Asians in the streeis
and have threatened not
to fine them but pu
those who shelter
them, the diplomats said.

employ

Foreign embaassies said
many were leaving of their own
accord but others caught were
straining the embassies’ abili-
ties to handle the exit proce-
dures.

Some embassies said In
many cases they also have to
air fairs because work-

ers are penniless.

“It 18 a usual practice in
Saudi Arabia to tssue a warming
to people who oversiay to
leave, specially those whe stay
after perfofml pilgrimage to
Mecca,” fﬂﬁtﬂ\ﬁ said.

"But thu time #t is more
tough and it involves a wider
range of workers.”

The diplomats said the in-
terfor mintstry classified as il-
legal workers people who stay
behind after their visas ex-
pired and those no longer
working for their original

SPONSOrs.

leaders,

s
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MANIKGANJ. Dec 4. Thou-
sands of people were stranded
as clashes between the BIWTC
and truck workers paralysed
ferry services in the Aricha-
Nagarbari and Aricha-Daulatdia
routes from late Saturday night
to this evening, reports LINB

Officials and witnesses said

several hundred interdistrict

coaches, goods-laden trucks
and other vehicles remained at
halt at the three ferry ghatls or
on board ferry vessels in the
Padma and Jamuna rivers
since the trouble erupted at |
am. A
An estimated 35.000
passengers. including women
and children, were stranded at
the terminals as attacks and
counter atlacks between the
rival groups continued till late
this evening.

Four people were injured
two seriously, in the clashes

See Page 12 Col 5

Bangladeshi
soldier dies
in Bosnia

A member of the Bangla
desh Battalion in UNPROFOR
in Bosnia-Harzegovina died of
heart failure on Saturday
reports UNB.

According to an ISPR press
release, Mohammad Abdu!
Hye, 31. a sepoy-cook was
admitted to the field hospital
of the battalion at Coralici with
complaints of cough and occa
sional chest pain on November
25 and died there on Saturday

The body will soon be
brought home under UN ar-
rangement for burial at his wil

lage home at Phoolbarn 1n
Lalpur thana of Natore district

Lankan FM 1n

city to discuss
joint venture

Sri Lankan Foreign Minister
Lakshman Kadirgamar arrived
official v tow Bangladesh
reports UNB,

Foreign Minister ASM Mos
tafizur Rahman recetved him ag
Zia International Airport

Foreign Secretary MR Osm-
any.’ Bangladesh High Commi-
ssioner to Sri Lanka Shamsher
Mobin Chowdhury and 5Sn
Lankan Acting High Comm
ssioner to Bangladesh R
Jayasinge were also present

Talking to the newsmen at
the airport, the Lankan FM
said that he would discuss with
his Bangladesh counterpart the
possibility of joint venture
industries and expansion of
trade hetv.fen the two coun

tries.
See Page 12 Col 5

JS boycott case

Court rejects
Moudud's

appeal

A High Court division bench
yesterday rejected the appil
cation filed by Moudud Ahmed
to constitute a larger bench
for hearing the writ petinon

regarding the boycott ol
Parliament. reports BSS

The bench comprising
Justice Kazi Shafiuddin  and
Justice Kamt A T Monwar

Uddin, however, granted two
days time to Moudud Ahmed

to file application for leave [0
appeal against the rejection
order

Moudud Ahmed. one of the
respondents in a writ petition
filed by Advocate Anwar Ho
ssain Khan against the op
position leaders and MPs for

Sec Page 12 Col 4

Ershad's petition
for quashment
rejected

A High Court division bench
yesterday rejected deposed
president Hossain Muhammad
Ershad's petition for guash
ment against the procecdings
of a corruplion case betler
known as Holnday Inn Hotel
case, reports BSS.

Earlier, the bench com-
prising Justice Naimuddinn
Ahmed and Justice Moha-
mmad Ruhul Amin delivered
a spiit judgement ‘i':i t;

for quashment
m M’zjmd and rejected
Abul Khair Litu's petition for

M M Ershad Moudud
Ahmed and Abul Khair Litu
filed three separate quashment
petitions against the proceed-
ings in a corruption case pend-

ing before a special court,
Dhaka.

The case, in briel. is that
former t HM Ershad

See Page 12 Col 4



