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Saifur tells regional seminar

Finance Minister M Saifur
Ralinan has saxd no eflorts for
regional cooperation can suc-
ceed unless Lthose are sup-
ported bv pelitical commit-
ment and open-heartedness of
the le '

I am disheartened by the

narrowness of the political
leaders in South Asian region,
who cannot see anything be-
voiwd their pnational interest.’
Saifur Rahman said. describ-
mg the siate 6f cooperation in
the region as "quite discourag-
ing". .
The finance minister was
addressing the inaugural ses-
sion of a two-day regional
workshop on "Payments and
monetary cooperation in the
South Asian region.”

The Centre for Policy
Dialogue (CPD), a private, sec-
tor thinktank, apd the
Friedrich Ebert Stiftung (FES),
a German research organisa-
tion, jointly organised the
workshop at a local hotel.

The winister pointed out
very little pgogm in imple-
menting (he South Asian
Preferential Trade
Arrangement (SAPTA] and said
Jeaders of the SAARC countries
will have to shun their
conservative approach’ if they
really want cooperation in the
region

‘Leaders of the South Asian
nations would have to under-
stand that collective endeav-
our is much better than indi-
vidual efforts,” Sadfur said and
added that they would also
have to understand that re-
ciprocity is another important
tuctor for any cooperative ef-
lors

'There are several con-
ironting and conflicting inter-
ests in the region. But despite
this. cooperation is essential”.
the minister said. For this, ir-
ritants within the region
should be uprooted through
the process of cooperation, hes

sadol.

Saifur stressed the need for
harmonisation of the policies
of the South Asian nations,
specially at the macro-eco-
nomic level and on tariff struc-
ture. The Bangiadesh govern-
ment has’ been facing serious
pressure from the people for
this, he peinted out.

The mtinister also said there
are historical inbuilt suspi-
clon among the people regard-
ing some countries and this
has been affecting the efiorts
for cooperation. Such suspi-
cion has to be removed
through the process of cooper-
ation, he felt.

Saifur also referred to the
Asian Clearing Union (ACU], a
union of the central banks of
some Asian nations including

Bangladesh, and said the ACU
came into being at a Llime

when the foreign exchange si-
tuation in the country was
very bad. Bangladesh was in
constant deficit of forex during
the time, which was managed
through swap arrangement by
the ACU. he said.

"We have now convertibility .

of our currency in current ac-
count with a formidable re-
serve of forex,” SaMur said,
adding convertibility in the
capital account, however,

" cannot be made immediately.

as the country is not yet In a
strong position to face the
consequence of hot capital
outflow and inflow at this
moment.

Presided over by Prof

Rehman Sobhan., Executive °

Chairman of the CPD, the inau-
gural function was also rat-
tended by Dr S5 Colombage,
Director of Statistics of the
Central Bank of Sri Lanka,
President of SAARC Chamber
of Commerce and Industry SM
Inam, MCCI President Latifur
Rahman, bankers and high of-
licials of various ministries and
government bodies.

Bangla Academy celebrates
founding anniversary

Bangla Academy yesterday
celebrated its 39th founding
anniversary with festivity thro-
ugh a day-long programme
arranged at the academy
premises, reports BSS.

Director General of the

AL, BNP clash
in Jamalpur:

From Our Correspondent

JAMALPUR. Dec 3: The
Awami League and the BNP
supporters clashed in the town

for the third day today leaving
at least 15 people injured.

The clash began when an
Awami League rally came un-
der BNP attack at the local
Shaheed Minar premises in
the evening.

District Awami League or-
ganised the rally to protest the
altack on its workers. ransack-
ing of the local AL office and
setting fire to Sramik League
nffice allegedly by BNP sup-
poriers on Thursday-Friday.

_Academy

Academy Prof Mohammad
Harun-ur-Rashid at a discus-
sion said we discovered Bangla
in different times in
different ways. Sometimes we

saw it as the [ruit of the lan-

guage movement and some-
times in the backdrop of our
independence and democratic
movements, he said.

Prof Harun called for pro-
moting the status of the
academy as a developed re-
search institute which would
offer degree.

Fellow of the academy A F
M Abdul Haq atiended the
function as the chief guest
which was chaired by Gazi
Shamsur Rahman.

Prof Kabir Chowdhury. who
was the chief of the academy
at the time of mass upheaval of
1979 and immediately afier
the liberation of the country
also spoke.

All the officers and employ-
ees of the academy assembled
at the academy premises in
the morning and later offered
wreaths at central Shaheed
Minar.

20000 mothers die a year
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population had been well doc-

umented and internationally
recognised.

‘T am impressed by the
sustained progress of popula-
tion activities in this country
and Bangladesh on
improving family planning in-
formation and service is en-
tirely correct,” she said prais-
ing the programmes as "bold
initiatives and innovative
schemes.”

In Bangladesh, the UNFPA
chief executive noted, most
voung women who become
pregnant are married. But
‘that does not reduce the
risks, they run without safe-
guards, marriage itself must be
-:-nnﬂld;red high risk behaviour
lor women under 18."

She said despite a 30 per
cernt fall in the number of-
leenage pregnancies and a rise
in the average at marriage
from 16 to 18, the birth rate
among women aged 15-19 in
Bangladesh today is still four or
five times higher than in Eu-
rope or North America.

Nafis Sadik observed the
interval between and
first pregna had actuall
become nr:ym }r
but child marriage is still
common and girls are still
pressured to marry and have
children as soon as possible.

Referring to the discrimina-
tion between boy and girl, she
said, "In our region girls have
traditionally been treated from
birth as second-rate people.
Girls are poorly nourished
comparet with bdys." '

They are more likely to fall
il than boys. and less likely to

receive proper medical treat-
ment when they do. They are
less likely to go to school than
boys. and they.leave school
earlier. Women do lower-status
jobs for less pay than men,
they rarely make up the leap to
higher reaches of the profes-
sions, politics or business.”
Speaking on the occasion
Health and Family Welfare
Minister Chowdhury Kamal
[bne Yusuf said because of too

early, too miany and too fre-

quent pregnancies mothers
suller from chronic ill-health,
remain debilitated, suffer from
morbidity and die at a rate that
is not acceptable to society,

He said for ensuring safe

delivery, the government had °

so far provided training to
30,000 people on Traditional
Birth Attendants [(TBA) on
safer delivery methods. It is
also planning to provide
64.000 people with training
on FBA by the end of 1996.

The function was also ad-
dress by Deputy Minister for
Health and Family Welfare
Sirajul Huq, Director General
of Health Prof Mohammad
Nurunm Nabi; Director General
of Family Planning Directorate
Khairuzzaman Chowdhury and
Additional Secretary of the
Health Ministry Muhammad
Fazlur Rahman.

The inaugural function was
attended by ministers, MPs,
diplomats. representatives
from development partners
and NGO activists,

Participants from Nepal,
Bhutan and host Bangladesh
are participating in the con-
ference.
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sidiary examination 1994 un-
der the National University
scheduled to be held on De-
cember 7 and 8 have been
shifted, reports UNB

The examinations has been
deferred due to unavoidable
circumstances, said an official
handout yesterday.

The exammation of third
paper ol Political Science, Po-
litical Science course-305,
third paper of Rajnitibiggan
and Soil Science will new be
held on January 24. 1995,

The examination of first pa-
per of Geography, English Lit-
erature, Accountancy and Bima
will be held on January 25
1994, the handout said.

The dates and schedules of

- other examinations will remain

unchanged.

122 DU teachers
protest DUTA

statement

By DU Correspondent

Some 122 tegchers of the
Dhaka University yesterday
protested the statement of the
Dhaka University Teachers' As-
sociation (DUTAJ} in which it .
condemned a recent comment
of the Prime Minister.

Two executive members -of

the DUTA also disagreed with
the statement of the DUTA
which was published in some
national dailies on December
1.
- The jeint statement of the
DU teachers also stated that
the DUTA statement was
served without considering the
teachers’ opinion.

The teachers’ statement
was signed, among others by
Prof Emajuddin Ahmed,- Prof
Anwarullah Chowdhury, Prof
Abul Kalam. Prof M Ershadul
Bari, Prof Anwara Begum, Dr
Anwarul Islam, M Shajahan
Mina and Dr Moslehuddin
Ahmed.

The two executive members
who disown the DUTA state-
ment are Prof Z N Tahmida
Begum and Prof Yusuf Haider.

Opposition MPs
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the Opposition Mohammad
Nasiin said. %

Acrcording to Nasim, the
opposition parties would give
an yltimatum to the govern-
ment on December 6 about its
demand for holding next gen-
eral elections under a non-
partisan caretaker govern-
ment. J

‘if the ruling party fails to
meet the deadline set by the
Opposition, we shall resign
immediately,’ the Opposition
chief whip added. '

Another AL leader told The
Daily Star that the deadline
should not cross 31st Decem-
ber this year.

Meanwhile, a non-Awami
League leader of the Opposi-
tion camp told this correspon-
dent yesterday, on condition of
anonymity, ‘although we are
firm to resigh to press home
the demand for a caretaker
administration, it is yet to be
decided concretely whether
December 6 is the most suit-
able date for making the an-
nouncement of the deadline.’

The Opposition leaders
would seriously examine the
pros and cons of the date to-
lmworrow evening, the leader
added,

Ansars Academy
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Gazipur police control room
sources told UNB that BDR

men who were put on alert at
the Gazipur district headquar-
- ters moved to Shafipur yester-

day'afternoon. - -
Till the writing of this re-

port at 8:30pm, no action had |

been taken against the rebel-
llous Ansars. also blocking traf-

{ fic on the Dhaka-Tangail high-

way since Thursday noon to
press their démands for regu-
larisation of jobs of the battal-
ion Ansars besides pay hike.

There are about 3,000
Ansars at the academy. Author-
ities, however, disarmed them
Thursday evening after they
rose in a revolt against their
officers and regular staffers,

In the capital, the agitating
Ansars also remained en-
trenched in their headquarters
“at Khilgaon for the third day of
their revolt.

Our Staff Correspondent
adds: .In the city. the Ansars
personnel were seen announc-
ing over microphones "We will
accepl assurance only from the
Prime Minister herself.”

They were seen guarding
their Khilgaon headquarters in
the ecity carrying rifles. Since

1 the Ansars force was raised in

1976, by the then president
Ziaur Rahman it was their first
agitation for ‘job-confirmation’,
said a battalion commander
adding, "Though they have
been asking for it for a long
time.” , ;
Several contingents of po-
lice were patrolling the
Khilgaon area to avert any vio-.
lenee.

Meanwhile, the Ansars per-
sonnel at their headguarters
premises yesterday formed a
movement committee com-
prising 20 Ansars men. But
they refused to disclose the
names of the Ansars in the

| committee.
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A wheel-chair rnl an nmmdin t.:,r yestérday by

...:'.'::.

the Ministry of Social Welfare on the occagion of the

International Day of the Disabled.

Help the disabled: Khaleda
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per cent of the total population
of Asia-Pacific region are dis-
abled.

She was addressing a func-
tion in observance of the
"International Day of the Dis-
abled,” organised by the Min-
istry of Social Welfare and the
Bangladesh Disabled Welfare
Assogiation at the Osmani
Memorial auditorium in the
afternoon.

The Prime Minister de-

{ clared that alike non-govern-

ment school teachers,
Tk 500 will be provided as

monthly salary grant from the
governinent to the teachers of

private schools [or the dis-
abled.

On arrival at the venue, Be-
gum Zia was greeted by scores
of handicapped children and
youths waving ribbons and .

holding placards.

— Star photo

the ot of the dis-
abled, Begum Zia said, is part
of the development endeavour
and many programmes have

been taken for upgrading the -

living standard of the disabled
The Prime Minister men-
tioned the setting up of a trust
for the disabled with an annual
allocation of Tk 5 million and
the formation of a national co-
ordination ' committee with
representatives from the pub-
lic and private organisations
who employ disabled people.
Formulation of a national

policy for the disabled is also’

at the final stage. she told the
function. .

The Prime Minister later
inaugurated an exhibition of
handicraft made by the dis-
abled of different organisa-
tions. Begum Zia went round
the 16 stalls,

MIGA plans
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— for investments from devel-
oped countries to the develop-
ing nations or even lor invest-

ments from one member de-
veloping country to another, as
@ move to promote South-
South cooperation in invest-'
ments, he added.

The MIGA provides three
types of non-commercial risk
coverage: protection against
government action of expro-
priation, which may reduce
Diﬁﬂtrﬂi‘;ip rights and which
also includes "c ing expro-
priation — series of acts which
may result in expropriation
over a period of time."

The other type provides
cove against war and civil
disturbances, which also pro-
vides protection against physi-
cal damage to assets and for
business interruptions.

The third type of coverage
that MIGA provides involves
currency convertibility and
remittances. "We provide long-
term political risk coverage for
15 to 20 years in duration.
Once the contract is signed,
MIGA cannot terminate it- but

to promote

the client can do it during an-
nual renewals,” Yusuf said, The
premium rate depends on a
projéct to project basis, he
said, and there are no separate
country rates, There is a 50
million dollar cover limit

- per project and a 150-million
ceiling, which -

dollar country
was recently raised to 175
"Having MIGA involved in-a
project provides confidence to
the investors and we use out
limited capacity for key pro-
jects,” he added.
During his stay in the capi-
tal, he is scheduled to hold
meetings with government of-
ficials, private sector repre-
sentatives and foreign in-
vestors. :
"1 will try to make them
aware that there, is an agency
called MIGA that provides in-
vestment guarantee for politi-
cal risks and will promote for-
eign investments into
Bangladdesh.” he said about
the agenda of his visit. "We

+hope to work as a catalyst for

the flow of FDI into the coun-

- siorl

UNFPA chief for SAARC meet
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of the SAARC Prime Minjster
Begum Khaleda Zia today to
utilise the strength of regional
cooperation by holding the
conference,

She noted that while the
SAARC countries shared com-
mon problems in the health,
education, family planning and
other social sectors individual
countries also had success sto-
ries in their development pro-
grammes which could be suc-
cessfully shared. :

"The SAARC summit will
also help create consensus on
the outcome of the Cairo con-
ference and frame guidelines
oh empowerment of women,
placing population pro-
grammes as development is-

{ /sues and promoting pe

participation in the population
programmes.” she said.

She described the regional
approach- to population’ pro-
grammes as an effective mea-

sure and added, "SAARC [ollow
up conference at political ana
technical levels should be
promoted and Bangladesh will,
have to recast its population
control model.” Future popula-
tion programmes as agreed by
different nations at the Cairo
Conference in September
would receive adequate re-
sources from the developed
nations, she said.

While appreciating  the
overall progress of Bangladesh
in the population programme
girls' education. in particular,
the UN official, however, said
many issues were yet to be ad-
dressed. She expressed her
satisfaction that Bangladesh
has already reviewing its popu-
lation programme in the light
of the goals set by the Cairo
conference.

The press conference was
also addressed by UNDP Resi-
dent Representative Eimi

“_”atamhc.

elected BMA
president, secy
By 8SMCH Correspondent

Prof. M. A, Majed and Qari
Shahidul Alam have bBeen
ejecied unofficially the presi-
dent and the secretary general

respectively of the

| | Medical Association (BMA).

Prol. M A Majed and Dr
Qazi Shahidul Alam contested
the December I BMA polls
from two separate panels.

The final results from all 67
centres are expecied today.

Jute mills workers
urged to call
off strike

By Staff Correspondent

The Bangladesh Jute Mills
Association (BJMA). has ex-
pressed dismay over the re-
cent trend of work abatention
by private jute mills workers to
press for higher wages from

the governmenti.
A statement of the BJMA is-

sued last night said the private
mills were only responsible to
a forum of the private sector
jute mills, pay the wages of
their workers and the gowv-
ernment bore no responsibility
for them. "The recent Wages
Commission awards were
meant only for the public sec-
tor and that too for
those units which could af-
ford.” It said the private jute
mills were trying their best to.
reduce costs and improve
their overall efficiency’ to meet
the goals of the World Bank
supported and at-
tain competitiveness in the
new global scenario of open
market economy. "There is no
scope to increase costs by en-
hancing wages beyond that

_ justified by productivity in-

creases”, the association cate-

gorically said.
It also called upon the trade

unions of the private jute mills
not to destroy their livelihood
and greater interest of the na-

tion by disrupting production.

Heroin worth -

- Tk 2cr seized:

3 held in city

By Staff Correspondent

Police seized two kilograms
of heroin valued at Taka two
crore from the city's Moham-
madpur area and arrested

three'persons in this cornec- .

tion yesterday.

They also recovered Tk
60,000 from Abdul Quayum,
one of the arrested who is al-
legedly a heroin dealer, during
a raid on an apartment at the
Pisciculture Housing Society
at Mohammadpur around 2:30
po.
The money is believed to
be the sale proceeds of herpin,
according to police.

The two other arrested
persons were identified as
Abul Kalam Azad and Nuru
Gazi.

They were arrested from
the same area following a con-
fessional statement by Quayum.
The police raided the area act-
ing on a tip-off.

" Police say, 'all three persons
are the members of an inter-
national heroin-racket.

"We have recovered bank-
documents that show transac-
tion of a huge amount of
money,” said a’police officer.

Police also recovered two
walkie-talkie sets and other
valuables from their posses-

ﬁill- arrested persons ‘were
detaired in the Mohammadpur

police custody.

Petition against PM
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appeared on behalf of the

~complainant.

In his petition.. Islam
quoted certain remarks Begum
Zia had made at a rally of the
Jativatabadi Chhatra Dal at the
Shapla Chattar in the capital
on November 28,

Hinting at the Opposition’s
current agitation. BNP Chair-
person Prime Minister Begum
Zia was reported as having
said, that the BNP was, not
needed, her student friends
were enough to halt the oppo-
sition’s activities. ;

The petitioner said the
Prime Minister, through her
statement, had subtly pro-
voked the workers of her
party's student front. As a re-
sult, the Chhatra Dal workers
may become involved in rioting
at any time and opposition
leaders and warkers may come
under physical attack.

He feared that such provo-
cation would result in disrup-
tion in normal public life and
lead to a law and order situa-
tion. :

Islam appealed for issuing
warrant of arrest against the
accused under Section
153/1538 of the Penal code.

CMM Shahiduddin Ahmed
said the petition does not
contain the full text of the
speech and “omly some spo-
radic lines have been quoted
which do notl create any cause
of action for Institutior of a
criminal prosecution.”

He dismissed the petition,
saythg no prima facie case was
made out against the person
concerned.
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" Corruption case against
Nawaz Sharif soon

Corruption cases will soon be filed

dgainist Fakistan s Opposition leader and former premier
Nawaz Sharif. 2 spokesman for the ruling Pakistan Peaple s
Party (PPP} parliamentary group said today. lzhar Amrethw
safd in a statement carried by the official Associated Press of
Pakistan that investigation agencies "have abmost com pleted
thelr probe into the phunder of natiestal fesources’ allegedly

carried out by Shard doring his time as

reporis AFF

MOSOOW D

prime mindster

T Russia said today 1t had amassed a

powerful military foree o eliminate "bandits” i the rebel
region of Chechaya, bl would only use them when all
peaceful means to end fighting there had been exbausted. “A
large number of Russian troops. uniis and detachmenis is
amassing in the north Caucasus to carry oul a possibis
operdtion to eliminate bandit groups.” sald Sergel Grynunov,

_the specially appointed government
1.0OO km south of Moscow, reports

Cherc e
Reuter.

province,

spokesman on the

State Minisier for Cultural
Affairs Prof Jahan Ara Begum
refuted the “corruption and
nepotism” charges brought
against her by some of her
former party colleagues of Ra-
jbari district. reports UNB.

"1 am shocked and aston-
ished that some false and base-
less charges have been brought
against me.” she told newsmen
at a press conference at her
ministry.

Prof Jahan Ara said a few |

ousted members of the BNP of
her home-district called a har-
tal on November 26 ajjainst
her and some newspapers cov-
ered the issue to defame the
minister.

She sald there was no spe-
cific allegation against her ex-
cepting some unspecified
charges. "There was no inter-
pretation as to how the inter-
nal party conflict was created
or how [ have committed cor-
ruption and nepotism.”

The hartal was called on
soimne non-issues that only in-
creased the sufferings of the
people. But it was published in
the newspapers that "an allout
hartal was observed in Rajbari
against me." I

"It was not difficult to un-
derstand whose interest the
hartal served and who were
working behind it." Prof Jahan
Ara said.

[Lankan FM
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s DBesides. he will hold ‘wide-
‘raging talks with his
Bangladesh counterpart ASM
Mostafizur Rahman. which will
cover the entire gamut of the
bilateral relations. regional and
international issues of common
CONCEert, '

Expansion of trade and
economic cooperation and in-
troduction of direct air-ser-
vices between Dhaka and
Colombo will figure promi-
nently in discussion.

Established in 1985, the
Bangladesh-5Sri Lanka Joint
Economic Commission (JEC)
had so far held three meetings.

The new Lankan FM, lead-
ing a three-member delegation
including Fore¢ign Secretary
Rodrey Vandregard during the
visit, will also call on Deputy
Speaker Humayun Khan Panni.
» He is scheduled to call on
Commerce Minister Shamsul
Islam, Finance Minister M
Sailur Rahman and State Min-
ister for Civil Aviation and
Tourism Abdul Mannan.

during last few months, the

minister informed. They are
Vice Presidents ATM Abdur
Razzak and Lutfar Rahman
Khan, Advocate Abdul |
Mosharraf Hossain Suman, Ah-
san Habib, Nawim

Ataur Rahman Ata and

Ghosh,

General Secretary Rokan
Chowdhury submitied his res-
ignation and it was acoepted.

There was an of
misa tion of the
of "Nari Adhikar iond
Sangstha.” but, Prof Jahan Ara
clarified, how it was possible
for a person to misappropriate
her own money. -

There was no intraparty
conflict in Rajbari, she

categorically said.

BNP's objection
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On November 28 an TCCI
letter inviting the BNP (16 par-
ticipate in the meeting was
sent, the commerce minister
said. The purpose of that
meeting was to 'appraise the
politicians about the impact of
the continuing political im-
passe on the national
economy.”

The BNP had initially agree
to participate in the -
meeting on this agenda, he
added. "Then we received a
second letter on 'December 2
asking us to. namie the BNP
participants irl the . In
this letter we saw a ¢ of
the purpose of the :

"The letter said that the
meeting will be held between
representatives of the ruling
party, the o parties
and the federation, making it a

- Lripartite discussion meeting,”

the minister explained.
One executive committee

member of the federation,
when contacted, expressed
surprise at the change of the
format of the proposed meet-
ing. : .
5 sm surprised. The FBCC!
resident did not '
Ehuut this second Etfﬂt:fmallﬁ
about the change in the format.
I ¢ontacted several other EC
members and they were also
equally surprised.” said A
Ghafur, a member of the
newly-elected FBCCI executive
committee, :
He said that the issue of
changing the format for the
meeting was not even raised at °
the EC meeting heid last

FBCCI chief
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‘ure of the FBCCI initiative for =

reneging on an earlier pledge
and the entire national politi-
cal leadership for the present
political crisis in the country.
“We(the business commu-
nity) are the worst sufferers of
the crisis and it is very very
tragic that (the FBCCI initia-
tive] has not materialised.” he.
added. :
When his attention was
drawn to the government posi-

'tion, as reported in Saturday's

issue of The Daily Star. that
the FBCCI should go and talk
to the opposition since they

are the omes undertaking polit-
ical actions detrimmental to the

~national econemy, the federa-

tion presiclent noted that both
sides had been approached
separately many times in the
past, but the meetings failed to
produce any results.

The ruling party and the
Opposition, during those
meetings, told the business
delggations that they were
unable to do anything about

their problems and asked
them to talk to the other side.
"We have been treated like
a Ping-pong ball by the two
sides,” Salman said.
Explaining the reasons for
the fresh FBCCI initiative, he
said, the national economy is
faced with the greatest chal-
lenge because it is being held
in the prevailing polit-
lcal impasse.
“The upswing in the econ-
otny and the macro is
being dislocated by the nine-

month long political crists.”
The FBCCI has been under

blames govt

‘intense’ pressure from {ts
constituents to apprise the po-
litical leadership  of the
‘disastrous’ consequences of
the stand-off on the economy
and hence the executive
committee had decided to in-
vite both sides to a meeting,
which was to take place today,

_he said.

Initially, he said, positive
response was received from
both sides. The Opposition

sent a letter on m 30

and on the same . e
said, a senior ca minister
had informed him of the gov-
ernment’'s intention to partic+
ipate over lelephone.-
"Subsequently on December
1. 1994  the Prime Minister's

‘confirming’ its

~ office reconfirmed ‘and ex-

t's in-
tention to be represented at
the meeting at an &
level.” Salman out.
Asked what would be the
next move for the FBCCL, he
said that would be decided by
the executive committee.
Responding to aneother
question. the FBCC] chief said
that the initiative for the pro- |
posed meeting was taken ‘not
to hold a 3
diate — as wWe are
neutral — but just to present
our problems, secking relief.”
He added that the initiative
was laken to impress upon
leaders on both sides of
political divide that it
their duty to resolve
“We believe that both sides
have ample scope to do some-
thing about our and
serious problems.” Salman
concluded,

pressed the govermmen



