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Many Benefits of ID Cards

The country's politics may have divisions
on the issue of hol national elections under a
caretaker government but there is no controversy
about making the electoral process fail-safe. The
most important thing is to ensure free and fair

elections. lrrespective of authorities responsible
for holding elections, what counts is the elimina-

tion of any scope for misuse and/or abuse of the
voting rﬁ: of the electorate. The introduction of
voters' identity cards looks to be a fitting answer
to the various anomalies encountered in national
polls here. ldentity cards appear to minimise the
risk of manipulation with the voters' list. So neo
parties in favour of a free and fair election should
op the idea.

Ew:n though there are no two opinions on the
merits of identity (ID) cards, any haphazard or
faulty preparation of them in the first place can
cause incalculable damage to the whole process.
Therefore the warn that the basic computeri-
sation cannot be perfunctory should not go un-
heeded. Let us suggest that the ID cards be then
issued by the most competent agency under
authentication and close supervision of Elec-
tion Cammission. The time factor here is very
important. Let the ID cards be also issued within
the shortest possible time. The level of compe-
tence requirccr;u complete the process in a foel-
proof manner within such a short period' of time
calls for a high d of commitment and pro-
fessional finesse — both.

Experiences in other countries however
to the fact that this — although demand
can be done to perfection. An amount of Tk 300
crore, being earmarked for this purpose, will
have been well-spent if the bonafide of the voters
is fully guaranteed. A computerised network of
personal identities of the eligible voters is going
to be a storehouse of rudimentary information
about our people. This will definitely have a
number of uses much like the labouriously done
census reports have had. With the operation of a
centrally controlled huge bank of information the
nation can thus move a few steps forward. -

According to a report an offer of help — thoigh
not for free — has already come. Let more such
proposals come and the choice be made in favour
of the best. Since we cannot go for such a massive
process of identification time and again, it will be
only wise to be both comprehensive and error-
free in listing all the voters there are in the
country. In updating the existing voters' list the
ID Card exercise can prove to be most useful.
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Death in Police Custody

The death of 21-year-old Sanaullah, allegedly in
police custody, has created some furore — to a
point of localised outcry at Mirpur. By the same
token, it has raised some questions in the public
mind about handling of suspects at the police
stations. .

Adar Ali, the aggrieved father of Sanaullah, had
sued the OC; three Sub-inspectors and a Consta-
ble of Mirpur Thana before the Chief Metropoli-
tan Magistrate's Court petitioning that it was an
unnatural death amounting to murder in police
hands. The police claimed that Sanaullah, who
expired at the DMCH after.an hour:of being
moved to that hospital with chest pain, died of a
heart attack.

To our understanding, the developments oc-
curring in the case since a week ago, when
Sanaullah died, have been quite illuminating. The
CMM Court in Dhaka has ordered a fresh auto
to be done on his exhumed body at the Mitford
Hospital morgue. The first autopsy report, ema-
nating from the DMCH, sounded incomplete: the
forensic experts while noting that he died of a
heart attack withheld their final opinion saying
they were waiting for other pathological reports
to be sure.

The second part of the CMM Court's ruling
states that the Additional Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate is to carry out a judicial inquiry into
the circumstances leading to Sanaullah's death.
Meanwhile, the police authorities have depart-
mentally orde a one-man probe by the chief
of its Detective Branch (DB). ;

An importance is being rightly accorded to a
public grievance touching on the dual question of
morality and fundamental rights.

The investigations need to be carried out with
an utmost sense of purpose and in ty so that
truth is uncovered for the sake of establishing ac-
countability. The enormous power that the
metropolitan police have to arrest somebody on
suspicion obligates them to be extra careful in
handling suspected offenders in their custody.
Let this be treated as a test case to find out if any
excesses have really been committed.

Satellite Towns

We arc unhappy that Rajuk’s satellite town pro-
ject, being financed by the UNDP, remains a non-
starter,

point

—

over the selection of sites. Actually the project
should have been a hot favourite with the city
planners and developers to make an early start
with the least of a controversy over some so

ve%preﬂmlnary as choice of locations.

¢ metropolis is smarting under the .dead-
weight of a rapidly growing population which has
already strained its amenities to a breaking point.
Housing and transportation costs rob the citizens
of their future. The pollution op the surface and
in the air is fast approaching the nadir hit by the
ten most convironmentally unsafe metropolises in
the world. . - |

Thus, dispersal of the urban population awa
from the metropolis and their living in the satel-
lite towns hold the key to not only a better stan-
dard of life but also to their economic uplift.

We warn t selection of sites on any sub-
jective judgement or with a tunnel vision cut off
from the infrastructural landscape that can be vi-
sualised for the near future. The Jamuna bridge
calls for a redrawing of the road and railway
maps. The Bu.riﬁ:nga ridge and the Dhaka-Mawa

y have the ingredients for change in the
perspective as well. Some roads which are in
maximum use today, for instance, even the
Dhaka-Aricha road, may fall in disuse.

Satellite towns should be located with an eye to
linking them up conveniently with Dhaka by shut-
tle trains within the overall purview of a
remapped transportation strategy. Water and
electricity supply lines can girdle. ' -

One practical obstacle to satellite town-build-
ing would be obviously land acquisition which is
never easy. However, if we can encourage the pri-
vate sector parties to be involved as land develop-

ers, the government’'s task could be that much
easier,

|

or no better reason than an indecision

-

‘GH(HBED{‘ as we are
in our domestic poli-
tical crisis, we have not
perhaps paid as much atten-
tien to important recent
events in the region as they
deserve. | an referring to the
Bogor Declaration issued by
the APEC leaders on November
14. 1994. | will not be sur
prised if too many people in

are not sure what
the term APEC stands for and
what are the implications of
the Declaration issued by the
summit leaders, i is a trade
bloc in the making under the
name of Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation. It was the second
summit of the group in Bogor,
Indonesia. The first one, it may
be recalled. was held last year
at the initiative of President
Clinton in Seattle on the US
Wesl Coast. Despile the elec-
toral disaster back home
President Clinton found the
time to make the journey to
Indonesia. APEC's |18 members
are drawn from four conti-
nents. The Asian members are:
Brunei, China, Hongkong. In-
dom=sia, Japan, Malaysia,
Philtppines, Singapore, South
Korea, Taiwan and Thailand.
The members from North and
South America are: Canada,
Mexico. USA and Chile. From
the O¢eahia the members are:
Australia, New Zealand and
Papua New Guinea,

Although the United States
has assumed the leadership of
the group. at least since last
year, the original impulse for
creating an Asia-Pacific eco-
nomie group came from Aus-
tralia. [ believe it was Prime
Minister Bob Hawke who first
floated the proposal during an
East Asian tour in the late
eighties. His proposal did not
include the US or Canagda or
the Latin countries. He wanted
the dynamic East and South

APEC: Is i_!: :I ust a_}\Tebulous Vision or a New

e

APEC has today members from four continents who share no bonds of history, culture, language or

geography. Of course they all share the Pacific basin but it is so vast that one wonders if it is really anything

dhn-thnunn_&_'nn.

East Asian countries Lo lorm
the nucleus of the group. As an
important trading country
Australia must have felt left oul
of the tracing blocs in Europe
and North America and wanted
to create one in the Asia-Pa-
cilic region. As the Executive
Secretary of ESCAP at the time
| felt that the scheme would
split Asia down the middle.
Why should the Sputh Asian
nations, | argued, be excluded
from a group which claims te

be Asian? During a visit to
Australia in November 1989 |

met Gareth Evans, the Aus-
tralian Foreign Minister and
raised this question. His re-
sponse was that APEC was ba
sically a trade group in which
the South Asians could not
possibly have a role. In terms
of foreign trade, he pointed
oul, South Asian couniries
were insignificant. This did
not satisfy me and | continued
to argue in favour of a broader
grouping in which all the Asian
countries should belpng.

South Asians did not get
inte APEC but the United
States did and in a big way. In-
deed the Americans, wpon
joining the group. not only as-
sumed the Ileadership but
rapidly changed its thrust and
scope. Canada came in and so
also did Mexico and Chile.
Thus it has today members
from four continents who
share no bonds of history, cul-
ture, language or geography. Of
course they all share the Pa-
cific basin but it is so vast that
one wonders if it is really any-
thing other than a slogan.
Some countries such as the
USA, Canada and Japan have
per capita incomes in excess

of $20.000 while others such
as China, Indonesia, the
Philippines and Papua New
Guinea are still struggling with
incomes less than $1000. In
terms of scientific and techno-
logical development some are
at the top while others are just
at a very early stage of indus-
trialisation. The Asian mem-
bers have not accepted this
change easily. Malaysian Prime
Minister Mahathir Mohammed
has proposed the formation of

by Shab AMS Kibria_ =)

an East Asian Economic Caucus
from which not only the
United States and the other
countiries (rom the western
hemisphere but even Australia
and New Zealand are to be
kept out. Japan is torn be-
tween its Astian loyaities on Lhe
one hand and its vital trading
interests with the U$ on the
other. Mahathir Mohammed
has net yet given up. He feels
that the East Asian Economic
Caucus can and should coexist
with APEC. There are Asian in-
terests which, he believes, can
be protected, if the non-Asians
are kept out,

When th® summit leaders
assembled’ in r they were

all conscious about these fun-
damental differences of inter-

ests and perceptions.” While
the United States would like to
move rapidly towards f[ree
trade within a short time, the
ASEAN countries would like to
make haste very slowly. Their

caution and hesitation was re-
flected in the final Declaration
which aims at.

* Achieve free and open
trade and investment jn the
Asia-Pacific region by 2020,
with the Industrialised
economies reaching the goal
by 2010

* Strengthen open, multi-
lateral trading system.

* Intensify development co-
operation in the Asia-Pacific
region.

*Carry out commiimenis
under the Uruguay Round of
the GATT fully and without
delay.

* Expand and accelerate

trade and |nvestment pro-
gramines,
Critics have greeted the

Declaration with a shrug. The
goal of free trade within the
bloc a quarter century later is
nothing to get excited about.
The Washington Post in an edi-
torial entitled "Big Smoke, Lit-
tle Fire" on November 17 said,
“Unfortunately, +the APEC
pledge fails to include a single
substantive measure.” "The
APEC countries” it continued,
‘call for free trade, but do not
say if that includes services as
well as manufactured goods.
The participants call on
APEC's industrialised members
to achieve free trade 10 years
earlier than the 2020 target
for everyone, but do not say

which countries would be in-
cluded in the fast lane. Does
that leave South Korea or
China, for example. in or out?”
Despite the success of the
Uruguay Round trade negotia-
tions, the champions of free
irade are worried that the
world is getting divided into
three trading blocs — the Eu-
ropean Umnion, the NAFTA
countries and the Asia-Pacific
countries under the auspices
of APEC. s the growth of these
blocs consistent with the goal
of free trade? President Carlos
Salinas de Gortari of Mexico. a
new member of APEC who at-
tended the sumnit, ar-
gued that a Pacific Rim trade
bloc could be good for out-
siders as well. He admitted
that their impact would be
negative if these blocs are
closed. "However, if regional
trade zones are properly man-
aged.” he argued."and are ex-
pansive in nature, then they
can be the building blocks of a
more open and free world
trade system.” The trends, he
believes, are promising.

APEC’'s goals are ambitious.

If it can achieve its goals it will

be the world's largest free-
trading area, one that spans
four continepts and encom-
passes countries that now ac-
count for more than half the
world's ecorfomy and more
than 40% of its trade. Fred
Bergsten., the American
economist who chaired an ad-
visory commitiee that helped
draft the plan was euphoric
when he said, "This is the

biggest single trade initiative

in history.” Such euphoria may
not be justified by the harsh

Trade Bloc?

reajities of 3 competitive world
irading system. This was
recognised by Winston Lord.
US Aasisiant Secretary of State
for East Asian and Pacific af-
fairs when he said, "No ones
pretending this has the homo-
genetty of Western Europe. It's
going to take time.” A

the APEC summit concluded

by asking the rhetorical gues-
tion, “Will APEC work, ulti-
mately?” "Check back in
2020, it answered. This, [ be-
lieve summarises the mood of
optimism tinged with cynicism
that greeted the Declaration.
South Asia. regretiably. com-
tinues to be excluded from the
group. The foreign trade fig-
ures of these countries, admit-

tedly. are rather unimpressive
at this tume but signs of

changes are clearly visible. The
closed door policies are being
replaced by liberalised trading
systems and the volume and
value of their foreign trade are
growing These nations are
hungry for capital. They are at
last making an eflfort to catch
up on technology. The differ-
ences in policy and outlook
which one discerned in the
past between the South Asian
and East and South East Asian
economies are gradually disap-
pearing Thus it may be the
right_time to look at the ques-
tion once again. I countries as
far away from Asia as Mexico
and Chile can join this group
on Lhe plea that the Pacific
ocean washes their shores,
surely South Asian countries
can righthully belong to a group
which claims 1o be “Asian’

Pending a change of the mem-
bership policy of APEC there
can be cooperation between
APEC and SAARC at the tech-
rjcal level Will the SAARC
leaders turn their thoughts to
these possibilities?

Juvenile Delinquency: Roles of Home, School and Society
by Prof Roushan Ara Hoque

Deprivation of love and security at home creates distress in the minds of adolescents and
makes them rebel against the moral values of the society.

URING the past cen-
D turies juvenile deling-

uencies were thought
of as due to perverted nature
of some adolescents and the
remedies suggested were
juvenile courts. direct assaults
or repression. But latest
psychological studies have
proved that juvenile crimes are
mostly due to the misdirection
of strong impulses which
compel the youths deprived of
normal situation to rebel and
to seek satisfaction in criminal
activities. So, juvenile delin-
quency though a menacing so-
cial malignancy, is not a dis-
ease in itself but it is the con-
sequence of some factors in
the family. school and society
of the offender, and that this
malignancy cannot be cured by
'piecemeal social engineering'
or by suppression and legisla-
tion alone but by joint efforts of
all.

The recent increase in ju-
venile crimes, such as, the re-
cent Isha murder ease and
many others. has created a
great concern in the minds of
all conscientious citizens and
compelled them to think about
the causes and find out reme-
dies. If one single boy is bent
towards criminal activities,
only his family is to blame, but
when a few school and local
boys commit any pre-planned
crime, as the above case, then
their homes, school and the
whole social and political situa-

tions ‘are to be blamed. A criti-

cal analysis of the case in
question also shows that level
of poverty and indifference of
parents compelled the main
culprit to plan the murder; the
social factors have tempted his

| friends as well to commit it

jointly; and lack, of fear of se-
vere punishment has left them
most unconcerned. Therefore,

home, school and society ap- -

pear to be the main contribu-
tory factors. But again, all of
these institutions have the vital
responsibility to eradicate this
menacing social problem.

Influence of Home
All adolescents long for
love, security, and fulfillment

of their basic needs from
Deprivation from these

Sir. The country is passing
through a very unwanted polit-
ical crisis. Sir Ninian's effort to
solve the crisis has been finally
foiled. It is a matter of great
regret that such a man of in-
ternational repute failed to set-
tle the matter. At the last mo-
ment, Sir Ninian proposed a
well-thought-out idea to re-
solve the crisis but the pro-
posal was not acceptable to the
opposiffon. What an impasse!

After Sir Ninian's depar-
ture, Mr S A M S Kibria, while

*explaining the opposition's

stand (DS, 22-11-94), at one
stage said, "We genuinely
lieved that in about 15 to 20

| years time the habit of free and

- he/she is unwanted
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with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and

be- -

‘Crimes, aesthetically or intellectually

relished, temp

t crimes to be committed.’

If the.sogiety sows the seeds of wind, it will have to reap the whirlwind.’

is followed by a feeling distress

which leads to much or the
delinguency and rebellious at-

titude shown towards the
elders and the social values
that the elders uphold. The re-
sponsibility of meeting these
needs however lie on parents.
But if the father is unemployed
and the mother is unable to
ve her children proper food.
is lack of congenial at-
‘mosphere at home; if there is
parental conflict if both, the
parents are busy outside, or
the child is given an idea that
or ne-
glected, or if the parents are
too dominant or over-indul-
gent or if any of them has bad
past records or a preSent im-
moral habit then that home
cannot give proper satisfac-
tien. love, security and training
to the child. And being thus
maladjusted at home, he/she is
most likely to be delinquent in
future. ,
Influence of School

The school may yet be an-
other contributory factor in
leading such maladjusted chil-
dren to delinquency. In school,
the adolescents want success,
appreciation and new experi-
ences. But often over-dominant
teachers, unsuitable school
curricula, lack of moral teach-
ings and co-curricular activi-

ties and good teacher-pupil re- -

lation and such other factors
may imbalance the emotional
growth and hinder moral de-
velopment of a child. And dis-
appointment and failure jin
academic life may lead to
moral disorders and 'perver-
sions.

Influence of Society

The oft-quoted maxim,
"society creates the crime and
the criminal commits it", ex-
presses very well the part
played by the society in creat-
ing juvenile crimes. These are

concomitant to increase in

adult crimes, which again may
be due to poverty, unemploy-
ment and instigation of party
politics and also indulgence or
apathy of law enforcing author-
ity.

In a society where material
possessions are more valued
than moral dignity. the sense
of simple living and high
thinking is being frowned at as
foolishpgss and self-depriva-
tion: and where social dignity
is determined by the obsessive
manifestation of social gadgets

and where corruption, bribery .

and other vices have eaten into
its vitals, we cannot expect our
younger generation having
higher moral values and incul-
cating higher virtues.

Immediate Inducements

Besides these deep-rooted
vices of our society there are
some immediate inducements
which tempt the teenagers to
commit various types of
crimes. Porno magazines,
critne-films, vulgar ure of
feminine body and roudy pos-
tures of youngmen in pictures,
posters, ads, films etc induce
the young and immature minds
to create similar stunts. All
these alluring thrills may not
break through the moral shield
of a well-adjusted boy. But to a
maladjusted teenager
prince and other killers of the
case in question whose homes

‘©could not give them their basic
. needs and proper moral train-

ing, these incentives act very
quickly.

Political Instigations

Political workers some-
times use these frustrated
youngsters to achieve their
own ends. They are hired for
processions and encouraged to
do vandalism, create panic in
the streets, burn or break ve-
hicles etc. Some parties have
even been alleged to train

them to work as their activists
and to cut veins, limbs or even

like

throats of their opponents.
Almost ¢very politicgl party
maintain their own mastans
and musclemen (o collect
chandas (toll money) by force
for the party. These instiga-
tions act as aggravating factors
in breeding more and more
crimes each day. Then agers
being brought-up and breath-
ing in such an atmosphere,
hearing and relishing these
stories day after day are bound
to inculcate same criminal de-
sires in their minds as well.

Suggested Remedies

ROLE OF PARENTS: In pre-
venting juvenile crimes par-
ents surely have a vital role to
play. No parents should like to
have any child before they
themselves are financially and
emotionally mature enough to
bring up the child properly. It
is wise to keep any parental
conflict out of the knowledge
of the child. The present and
past emotional life of the par-
ents should be ideal for imita-
tion by the children. "Because it
is only at home that the child
learns his/her first mbral pre-
cepts and gets his/her first
moral training, and where par-
ents are the only friends,
philosophers and ;

ROLE OF SCHOOL: As soon
as the child begins his school
life the responsibility is shared
both by the parents and “the
teachers. The school should
not only be a place for intellec-
tual attainment but also a place

‘for moral development. The

school curricula should ade-
guately prepare the pupils for
the future life by also develop-
ing in them professional skills.
Vocational training should be
given to all school-leavers so

that, if necessary, one can find

a job. Otherwise, there will be
production of large number of
unskilled youths, r:allllth['l[ﬁhi
even gredler unemploymnren
problem and frustration a

the youth which ultimately

_punishment or outlawed

leads to delinguent behaviour

. among them.

ROLE OF SOCIETY: The so-
ciety has got a vital role to play
to prevent and cure this ma-

lignancy before it eats into its

very vitals. It is an uphill task
and i{ needs a total social re-
formation. Without a high so-
cial morale no worthwhile so-
cial change can evolve. It is a
vicilous circle which can only
be broken by changing the out-
look of the society. Honesty
and integrity of character
should be more valued and ap-
preciated than gny other thing.
‘Simple living and high think-
ing' should be practised by all
from early life. Academic
achievements should be re-
warded an anti-social activities
like mugging, teasing, drug-
addiction and wvandalism
should be severely dealt with.
Import, production and setling
cf obscen< and
magazines, films, posters and
story books should be alto-
gether banned. Offenders
should be given exemplary

society. The politicians and the
senior members of the society

should set examples of high-

moral values to be followed by

the youngsters.
The society and the state

" should provide for food, edu-

cation and employmeni for all.
It must evolve such mecha-
riism say, first, employment. If
should sublimate the extra en-

ergy of the youths in various
types of constructive activities.

There should be youth clubs

and libraries in all areas. Liter-
ary competitions, sports, de-
bates, cultural functions and
soclal works should be organ-
sied by these clubs. Good re-
wards should be given to the
eligible performers and ap-
preciation should be shown for

icipation. All young boys
and girls of the area should be

" enlisted in their respective
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fair elections will be firmly
established, and, if necessary.
at that time we can change the
rules.” Such a run-of-the-mill
'political' statement from him
was never. expected,

We possibly feel it nothing
much costly to change our
rules according to our wish by
creating political crisis of sorts
and are least bothered for the

- countyy's interest and suffer-

ings of people.

Motius Samad Chowdhury
Phultola Tea. Estate, Sylhet

The Ninian way

Sir, S A M S Kibria's com-
mentary oA the Ninlan contro-
versy {Star, Nov 27), is an ex-
ercise in futility, as even with

some unofficial prodding. the
iwo groups failed to see the

light of wisdom.

~_We, the politically-harassed
citizens, want a solution, not
hair-splitting debates taking
the nation backward.

We need statesmanship, not
brinkmanship. The ‘leaders'
should not make our lives mis-
erable. There is a time to be
fed up to the local type of poli-
ties. Let us start a 'greater
movement' against them. But
they will not learn the lessons
even at the receiving end.
What a diabolical stability!

MM Ahmad
Dhaka

Fatal joke

Sir. The news item which
was published in many news-
papers on November 27, about

a fatal joke, is very sad and
horrifying. The joke took -its .

toll of four lives and turned
one into a raving mad. If the fa-
ther had not spoken inadver-
tently in front of his two small
daughters. they would not have
harmed their baby brother and

——— =
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the lather would not have to
murder his two daughters in
rage and grief. In addition, un-
able to bear this unspeakable
sorrow the mother became in-
sane.
I think, we should take a
lesson from this incident.
Adults should never speak
rashly in front of immature
children who may take it seri-
ously. K :
And sometimes we hear
about happenings in which
sons or daughters had been
shot dead by parents when
they try to scare their parents
by jumping up from a hiding
place wearing masks or some-
thing. By these actions not only
their lives are lost prema-
turely, henceforth those par-
ents live in perpetual hell.

Se, everyone should be
careful lest their jokes result
in dire consequences.

Nur Jahan
East Nasirabad, Chittagong

ATN service

Sir, Mr K R Zakhmi has fust
indicated in his letter pub-

lished in your esteemed daily
of 23rd November that Asian
Television Network (ATN)
showing of Indian film scenes
has demoralised our younger
generation. He maintained that

. ATN, by this, is also responsi-

ble in generating crimes
through showing of such films.
| would like to differ greatly —
against his contention, if in re-
ality we analyse our perfor-
mances. The university stu-
dents of Dhaka are fighting
gunbattles in broad daylight for
hours, but our law enforce-
ment authorities and, natu-
rally, the Government are not
serious probably to rool out
crimes and terrorism from the
campuses. Similar is the scene
on the street — hijackers and
muggers.

However, | was very much
moved to see the film
"Masoom” shown on ATN on
22nd November. 1 would ap-
peal to show this Indian fAlm
publicly for poor people
through BTV, cinema houses,
if possible by dubbing in Ben-
gali. | think every sensible per-
son should see a film like
"Masoom"” — (i is really geod,

clubs and all their activities
should be monitored. No
youngsters saould be allowed
to join any political party. As in
India and other western coun-=
tries. students should not be
allowed to participate in active
politics within the educational

institutions. For such ind«!-

gence. when unguarded, ofien
leads them to turn into mas-
tans.

ERADICATION OF POVE-
RTY AND ILLITERACY: These
two are Lhe basi¢ reasons of
many crimes within a society.
An illiterate, unemployed and
hungry youth, finding no other
alternative, may be compelled
to meet his immediate needs
by taking resort to crimes.
Such poor vagrant youths hired
and allured to commit crimes
and are duly given protection
by their motivators. But an
educated and employed youth
with self-respect and moral
shield will be little motivated
to indulge in a crime.
Therefore, eradication of
poverty and illiteracy from the
society is the urgent need of
the day and the responsibility
of this almost. squarely lies
with the government. The task
may appear to be a Herculean
one, but by diverting a major
portion of our national re-
sources and with the help of
UNICEF and other donors we
can materialise the project of
Food and Education for All, if

t by 2000, at the latest by
Fﬂﬁ. If the government is
incere in its efforts, it will get
the co-operation of all social
workers and the public as well.

The recent unusual increase
in. the number of juvenile
crimes has shocked the whole

nation and all concerned are
simply wishing for an fmmedi-

ate way out. However, as the
problem is a deep-rooted one,
involving home, school, soci-
ety, politicians and the state, it
can also be eradicated by their
joint and sincere efforts. The
most important step perhaps
is setting examples of leading
ideal lives by the politicians,
industrialists, government ser-
vanis, social leaders, teachers
and parents. Only then juvenile
crimes can be eradicated from
our soclety within a short time.
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value-wise. In the context ol
SAARC preachings there is no
harm if such good films of In-
dia, Pakistan or Sri Lanka are
shown on BTV or in cinema
houses. Let us hope Govern-
ment will consider it in the
SAARC spirit of friendship.

Sadiq Alec
120/ 1 Maghbazar, Dhaka

I accuse
Sir, I accuse the political

exploiters :

— of misusing the foot-work
of the average mindless;

— of putting the self before
the nation;

— of denying legitimate
credit to the opponent where
and when it is due;

— of lack of moral :

— of wusing underhand
MEAans;

— of trying to come into
power by hook or by crook,
and prematurely and undemo-
cratically;

— of deliberately trying to
bring in instability;

— of misleading the have
NotLs

An anti-political citizen



