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An Altruistic Institution with a Difference

It is no easy task o set up
an instiiution with private ini-
thattve and funds in the service
sector. Theugh in Bangladesh
such institutions are rare, the
Bangladesh Protibondhi Feun-
dation is such an institutien,
situated at Maghbazar iIn
Dhaka It is dedicated to the
wervices of disabled children of
Bangladesh. Set up in 1977 on
the initiative, drive and com-
neiment of Sultana S Zaman. a
senior psychelogist and Pro-
fessor and Chairman, Depart-
ment of 8 Education. In-
stitute of Education and Re-
search. University of Dhaka.
with a group of similarly dedi-
cated personages, the Founda-
tion offers a pumber of core
programmes and same sup-
portive services o help dis-
abled children in the funection-
ing and development of their
limited faculties.

The more important aims
and objectives of the Founda-
tion include, among others,
the promotion, co-ordination
and sponsoring of activities for
the well-being of the mentally
and dﬂrrkrwnmm disabled
un Bar

The core prngrnmmu of

the Foundation cover a wide
range of activities. Following

are some of the highlights of

suich activities.

The Foundation runs a di
ignostic clinic for screening
all types of childhood disabili-
ties, The clinic comprises a
nedical assessment unit, con-
ducted by a qualified paediatri-
cian. a psychology unit con-
fducted in the light of the pre-
vailing theories of intelligence
lesis as adapted for Bangla-
desh. and a physical assess-
ment uni for individual obser-
vation of such physical aspects
as posture of the child, ref-
lexes, deformitities, if any.
muscle tone, etc.

Based on all the assessment

results. the professional stafl of
the clinic come to a consensus

and make the final decision
about the diagnosis and advice

By A 8§ M Nuyrunnabi

to their and abil-

In addition to all the train-
ing imparted to the age group
13 to 17 years, each and every
student is given training in
some vocational and pre-voca-
tional skills.

Besides, the Foundation
runs a regular class for the
cerebral Palsy children. The
children in this class are ma-
inly given physiotherapy. trai-
ning in communicative and
cognitive skills according to
the requirement of the chil-
dren.

The Foundation also offers a
home-centre based training for
the parents/ caregivers of the
disabled children residing in
the areas where no services for
the disabled children exist.
This programme known as the
Distance Training Package
Programme offers such ser-
vices as Physlothmpy. speech
lherapy.' cognitive and aca-
demic skill trai and social
and self-help training. This

Ansars' agitation
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said they had a plan to go for
agitation from December 5,
but it began Thursday morning
when a junior Ansars officer,
Arharul lslam assaulted a se-
poy. Manik Mia,” when they
were gelting ready for a parade
kv salute the Director General
of the Ansars who was sched-
uled to  visit the acatlemy
Fhursday moring.

hnmediately al'terwards. the
Aggrieved sepoys went on a
rampage breaking and burming
office (urniture.

Azharul 'slam. however, jeft
the acade.ny immediately after
the incident. leaving his fam-
iy in the government-quarters
in the academy compound, the
sEpoys said.

The agitating sepoys also
demanded expulsion and pun
ishment of Azharul Islam.

Weve talked to the higher
authorities to take tl:ladplinarv
actions against Azharul Islam.”
said a BCS cadre Ansars efficer
llmltaliun commander), who

Hed not want to he  identified.
h—harq family was safe, he
added.

While talking to this cosre-

spondent. the battalion com-
mander was surrounded by
several sepoys yesterday
evening.

Several officers were in-
iured during Thursday's inci-
cdents. Three of them — all
deputy directors — Shahbud-
din Mollah, Khalitlur Rahman
and Shamsul Huqg — were ad-
mitted to the Ansars
Hospital, said a battalion
commander and a sepoy at

Shafipur.
Over 4000 sepoys took
control of the Some

42 officers and their famihﬁl

were staying in the academy

compound.

hhT:m of o:;rrimt-n
r

the academy placing logs. They

did not allow anyone to cross

the barricades.

They set up several 'check-
points on the barricaded
roads and were seen guard
those. P

They claimed that none
from the higher authorities
except the Director General - of
Ansars yesterday came for ne-
gotiation. The DG went to the
academy yesterday morning
and asked them to withdraw
their 'programme’ but the
Ansars refused.

In spite of repeated at-
tempts, this correspondent
could not contact anyone over
telephone at the Ansars head-
quarters or ai the academy.

The sepoys. however, said
that all phone lines were dis-
connected.

The sepoys thrtatenl'd to
go for a fresh programme from
December 5 if their demands

were not met.

The home secretary or any
other senior officials of the
Home Ministry could not be
contacted for comments. The
Home Minister is presently
abroad.
= The Direclor General of the
Ansars was alse not available
for comments last night.

UNB adds: Delving an alti-
matum to restore order. rebel
Ansars sepoys continued their
agitation in the Shalfipur
Academy and Ansars Head-
guarters in the city yesterday.

Authorities reportedly had
given an ultimatum to the
rebels to remove barricades
from the Dhaka-Tangail high-
way by 1 pm and deployed
huge contingent of police at
the academy. The BDR were
kept ready at Gazipur district
headguarters to meel any
eventuality.

Ansars sepoys posted under
different police stations to
guard important installations
in the city joined the rebel
Ansars at the Khilgaon Head-
(quarters lea\ring their respec-
tive duties yesterday, the
rebels claimed.

Panic gripped the Khilgaon
area and the local people
brought out a procession in the
afternoon demanding removal
of the head office from the res-
idential area and punishment
lo those . responsible for
Thursday's attacks on them,

The Ansars pelted stones at
the processionisis from inside
the headquarters. The proces-
sionists who also turned vio-
lent, blasted crackers and
tried to break open the gate.
Thev were later dispersed by
the police posted in and
around the headquarters. |,

In Lalmonirhat., Ansars
brought out sporadic proces-
sions yesterday morning and
chanted slogans in su of
their demands for pay hike
and olher facilities,

Witnesses said about 300
Ansars shouting their demands
took control of the armoury.

Deputy Commissioner -Kazi
Fm'lad Ahmed and Superinten-
dent of Police Mozammel
Haque held discussions with
the Ansars byt failed to win
over thé agitators. Tension was

prevailing in the town,

2 foreign newsmen
expelled from

East Timor
DILI. Indonesia. Dec 2: The

government on Friday expelled

two floreign journalists from
indonesia, accusing them of
working in the disputed terri-
tory of East Timor without
proper permits, reporis AP.
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training programme s con-

ducted through trained physio-
therapist and special education
teachers..

Another important aspect of
the Foundation's programmes
is sheltered known
as Karuker. Here the physically
disabled adults who are
awarded a school leaving cer-
tiicate are employed in the
sheltered workshop under
trained supervisors who teach
woodwerk, craft work and ce-
ramnucs.

The Foundation runs a vari-
ety of support services to help
the existing programmes of
the Foundation. In this re-

~ spect, an important function Is

1

that it serves as-resource oen-
tre for other organisations
such as FCPS, DCH and siu

dents of the Institute of Post
Graduate Medicine and Re-
search (IPGMR), Children's
Hospital and National Institute
of Preventive and Social
Medicine (NIPSOM) and give
opportunity to conduct re-
search in the area of Intellec

tual Disability and other Dis

abilities.

The Foundation represents
pioneering efforts dedicated to
the service development for
the disabled children and adu-
Its and running programmes al
different levels for various
types of professienals for other
organisations. It is learnt that
the contribution of donor
agencies, local and foreign, in
building up this institution is
no less significant. The Foun-
dation has been largely suc-
cessful in creating awareness
that the professional develoup-
ment in the area of disability is
a must without which no
rehabilitation of the handica-
pped can adequately take
place. The Foundation's work
is particularly laudabile in the
context that it simple
and low-cost methods of case
identification and “treatment,
estimates of prevalence and
identification of risk factors.
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From
withdrew. paﬁng the wav for
Deuba to take the post.
Koirala and Bhattarai had
both said they would act as the

party's leader in parliament

aonly if they were chosen
imously. g

Deuba, 48, an MP for
Dadeldhura District in the far
west, said that his election to
the post "had helped to pre-
serve unity and foftered the
hope of ﬂli party colleagues to
niove ahead with the guidance
of our elder leaders.”

He was home minister un-
der Koirala's government,
which was defeated in mid-
term elections on November

15 by the Nepal Commfnist’

Party-United Marxist and
Leninist (NCP-UML).

The NCP-UML, under
Prime Minister Manmohan
Adhikary heads a minority gov-
ernment but has formed a
loose coalition with the pro-
Indian Nepal Sadhvabana Party
and other left-leaning MPs.

The new government must
secure the tacit support of ei-
ther the royalist Rastriya Pra-
jatantra Party (RPP) or the NC
to survive a constitutional vote
of confidence on December 15.

Deuba joined the NC in
1963 while still studying and
he was one of the founding
members .of the pro-democ-
racy Hepal Students’ Union
INSU).

No compromise on
caretaker govt
issue: Nasim
Opposition Chief Whip Me
hammad MNasim yesterday said
the Awami League will nol
make any compromise on the
guestion of a neutral non-par-
lisan caretaker government to
conduct general elections. re-
ports UNB,
Addressing a rally at Fatul-

lah In Narayanganj in the
afternoon. he warned that the
people would resist the gov-
ernment's plan to hold another
“vote dacoity” election Hke Ih-ll
of 1988,

“The Awami League is rca-thr
to make any sacrifice for the
interest of the people.” Nasim,
who is alse the Organising
Secretary of the Awami League.
told the rally,

He said Awami League Pres-
ident and Leader of the Oppo-
sition Shetkh Hasina will make
an himportant statement on De-
cemnber 6 on the current agita-
lon for caretaker .

Presided over by Fatullah
Awami League President
Ibrahim Pradhan, the rally was
organised to mark the supre-
me sacrifice made by 140
freedom fighters at Baktabari
in Fatullah in 1971 Liberation
War

New murder
charges against
82-yr-old Nazi

STUTTGART (Germany).
Dec 2: An 8§ congentration
camp commander serving a
life term for killing 650
Jewish slave labourers was {n-
dicted Friday on 144 new
charges of murder and abet-
ting murder, reporis UNB.

Josel Schwammberger, 82,
who sicked his dog on inmates
and shot a rabbi for refusing to
work on a Jewish holiday. was
sentenced in May 1992 in the
last major Nazi trial in
Germany.

Prosecutor Kurt Schrimm
said the new indictment
stemmed from evidence that
had surfaced since
Schwammberger's earlier trial,

Indian scientist
arrested on
espionage charge

NEW DELHI, Dec 2: A ro-
cket scientist involved in
India's space programme has
been arrested on suspicion of
passing on secrets, newspa-
-rcparted Friday, reports

Haraynnan was Lhe
nmund space expert to be ac-
cused in the spy case that was

ex after the October 20
arrest of a woman who al-
legedly seduced scientists and
blackmailed them to give her
designs of rocket engines.

Narayanan, who helped de-
velop engines for India's satel-
lite lJaunch vehicles and de-
fense missiles, was arrested
Wednesday in Trivandrum on
India’'s southern coast. the re-
ports said.

He was the head of the lig-
uid - propulsion laboratory of
the Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation.
" _ Police in the southern state
of Kerala. where many of the
space laboratories are located,
began probing the spy ring
after arresting Mariam Ra-
sheda, a citizen of the archi-
pelago nation of the Maldives,

the reports said.
Her interrogation led to the

arresis ol rocket expert D
Sasikumaran. Fousiya Hasan,

"who is a Maldivian, and K

Chandrashekaran, a business-
man who claimed to represent
the Russian space company
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A snake charmer performing a dance at a show organised
as part of the Tourism Month '94 at Pagla Ghat on Dhaka-

Narayvangan) road yesterday.
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Yeltsin urged to halt air
strikes in Grozny

(iROZNY [Russia)l, Dec 2° A group of Russian deputies vislt-
ing the hreakaway region of Chechnya today appesled to
Presideri Boris Yeltsin 1o halt air strikes which have killed at
least nine people in and around the capital Groeny "Please do
anvthing possible 1o stop the bombing of Groany If (his
happens again while we are here then what happens next™
rearl the appeal 1ssued after the delegation met Chechen
ieiler Dzhokhar Dudayey, reports Reuter

UN peacekeepers ask NATO to
stop patrolling over Bosnia

SARAJEVO. Dec 2: UN peacekeepers said today they had
asked NATO (o stop patroiling Bosndan air space to avoid any
confrontation with Serb missile batteries iracking western
warplanes with radar But US Secretary of State Warren
Christopher Insisted NATO would not be deterred from its
mission 1o enforce a UN no-fly zone over Bosnia. aimed

Efforts on to eliminate
leprosy by 2000

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh has an esli-
mated 1.36 lakh people sulfler-
ing from leprosy, and efforts
are being made (o eliminate
this disease by the year 2000.

Health Minister Chowdhury
Kamal Ibre Yusufl told a press
conlerence yesterday that the
government had sought multi-
lateral funding and allocated
Tk 47 crore for leprosy elimi-
nation under the fourth
Population and Health Project.
The press conference was held
on the eve of the two-day first
national seminar on ‘elimina-
tion of leprosy in Bangladesh’
beginning in the city today.

The minister said that the
government was now imple-
menting a programme coOver-
ing 89 thanas in 20 districts
while some NGOs were cover-
ing 74 thanas in 10 other dis-

. ricts.

Leprosy treatment involves
niedicine worth Tk 3500 per
person, over 99 per cent of
the ju#pulation in the country
has adequate resistance or
immunity against 'the “disease,
an expert said.

Project Director, TB and
Leprosy. Dr M Ahsan Ali, told
the newsmen that the majority
of leprosy cases were non-in-
fectious, only some 10 to 15
per cent cases were infectious.

Leprosy is mainly transmit-
ted through the air, through
droplets discharged from nose

and mouth of untreated infec-
thouis cases. The disease affects
peripheral nerves in skin
which can be prevented, he
said.

The early signs of the dis-
ease, for non-infectious type,
are thal a patient may notice
patches on the skin with loss
of sensations and thickening of
pefipheral nerves.

Persons affected by the in-
fectious types leprosy germ
may initially notice thickening
or infiltration of skin all over
the body, nodules on skin,
numerous fill-defined patches
all over the body and other
symploms.

Chief of leprosy unit of the
World Health Organisation
(WHO) Dr Sk Noordeen. WHO
representative in Bangladesh

Dr Witjacksono .Hardjotanojo -

and Health Ministry Planning
Director
were also present at the press
conference. They called for a
social movement against mis-
conception, stigma and preju-
dices concerning leprosy.

The two-day national semi-
nar would stress creating pub-
lic awareness to detect leprosy

early, treat the disease pro-

mptly and properly, achieve
high cure rates, prevent
deformities, prevent dis-
placement and destitution of

patients and accept leprosy pa-
tients into the community.

Dr Kahirun Nahar |
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" Hundreds of women affected by the 1984 Bhopal gas d:mter

demonstrate in Bhopal,

India, yesterday demanding

compensation omn the eve of the 10th anniversary of the

tragedy.

— AFP photo

Bhopal disaster

anniversary:

11000 protesters
~arrested

BHOPAL. Dec 2: Police ar-
rested 11,000 people heading
toward Bhopal Friday to take
part in a demonstration mark-
ing the 10th anniversary of the
world's worst industrial acci-
dent, organisers said, reports
AP. :

The people were taken off
trains at various stations out-
side this ceéntral Indian city
and charged for travelling
without tickets — a common
practice in India usually pun-
ishable by a fine or a few hOLI-I‘B
in jadl.

"Shame on vyou, gnvern—
ment," said Abdul Jabbar Khan,
of the Gas Victims Organisa-
tion.

On

December 2, 1954. a

cloud of toxic chemicals lea-

ked from a pesticide plant
owned by the Indian subsidiary
of Union Carbide Corp. of Dan-
bury, Conn. About 4 000 peo-
ple died that night, and 3,000
more deaths were later at-
tributed to the effects of the

A half-million people are

still seeking compensation.

Chief Minister Digvijay Si-
ngh, who is the chiefl executive
of Mdhya Pradesh state, ad-
mitted thai many people were
arrested on Irains moving
towards the city.

But Singh could not confirm
the number and said he was
not sure the arrests were re-

, lated to the planned rally.

FBCCI
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meeting.

VMceanwhile; FBCCI Presi-
dent Salman F Rahman told

‘The Daily Star that he was

hopeful about the meeting
with the two sides. But he cat-
egorically said "It is not a polit-
ical dialogue between the rul-
ing party and the Opposition.”
"We are nol mediating to
resolve the present political

impasse. We will just express

our concern to both the

groups, " he said.

The FBCCI planned such a
meeting on November 22 and
sent letters to the wo
camps.The opposiucin Awami
League nominated a four-
member  team lL2aded by
Abdus Samad Azad for the
meeting. The other members
of the team are Tofael Ahmed,
Abul Hassan and S A M S8

. The FBCCI1 president also
hoped that he would get a list

of the ruling party rrmrmntﬂ-
tives tnday

FFs clash
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hammad Nazimuddin at about
: yesterday.

n Nazimddin refused
to comply with their demand a
gang of about 15 hurled hand
bombs and ransacked his
house,

The miscreants damaged
goods worth about Tk eighty
thousand, Salim added. A case
was filed with the Kotowali Po-
lice Station.

mainly at grounding Serh jets, reports Reuter

Ferry with 600 sinks in

MANILA. Dec 2: A ferry car-
rying more than 600 people
collided with a Singapore-reg-
Istered freighter and sank be-
fore dawn Friday in Manila Bay,
kiling at least 34 people, the
Coast Guard reported. reports
AP.

Coast Guard spokesman
Amado Samante said 449 pas-
sengers had been rescued and
the search was continuing for
others. The bodies of 34 peo-
ple who had drowned were re-
covered. he said.

The 2.452-ton ferry. the
Cebu City, sank 30 minutes
after the collision

There was no immediate of
ficial report on the cause of
the accident, but the company
which owned the Cebu City
said i1 had been rammed by
Ihe Singapore-registered
Ireighter Kota Suria.

Eugine Espedino vice
presidend ol the company. said
Il was preparing a request for
the coast guard to detain the
freighter and its crew

The 12 .500-ton Kot.i Suria,

Maldives
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polling stations had been set
up across (he Maldives, a chain
of 1.190 sun-drenched coral

islands spread across the equa-
£4] 8

Polling began at 7:30 am
(0230 GMT) under the clear
blue skies which. along with
its palmi-fringed beaches. have
made the Maldives a top lou
rist destination.

in Male. volers turned out
early to cast their ballots in the
privacy of 50 blue canvas tents
erected in the narrow streets
of the cramped capital of just
1.8 square kilometres (1.1
square mile),

Polling stations were Lo
close for three hours after
midday to allow the faithful in
this devout Muslim country of
225,000 to attend the Friday
prayer<s. They were to reopen
for three hours in the after-
g,

‘Disabled Day
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ment-oriented organisations
involving the disabled in their
activities.

The Prime Minister said
her government has taken ap-
propriate steps for the devel-
opment of the disabled in the
country.

Begum Zia said Bangladesh
is a signatory to the declara-

tion of the ESCAP announced

second. disabled decade aimed
at ensuring the equal partici-
pation, rights and scope for
them.

Different socio-cultural or-
ganisations and NGOs have
chalked out elaborate pro-
grammes highlighting the sig-
nificance of the day.

President Biswas will inau-
gurate a three-day regional
seminar on "Childhood Disabil-
ity” at Hotel Sheraton at 9 am.

" The inaugural ceremony of
the day will be held at the Os-
many Memorial Hall at 4:15
pm. Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia will be the chief

-guest in the function to be

presided over by State Minis-
ter for Social Welfare Fazlur

A handicraft exhibition of
the disabled will also be held

-at the memorial hall on the

occasion.

Bosnia
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Thant said Bihac. scene of
heavy fighting for weeks, was
guiet overnight. Bul sirong
Serb forces, which have seized
30-40 per cent of the UN-de-
clared "safe rone” encompass-
ng the town of Bihac and envi-
rons, remained in the area.

The United Nations has said
the Serbs, from both Croatia
and Bosnia, appeared strong
enough to eapture Bihac if they
wanted,

There were signs that
frontlines south of Bihac were

Manila Bay: 34 killed

with a crew of 26. was dam-
aged in its bow but joined the
rescue effort, carrying 230 of
those saved

President Fidel Ramos
ordered an investigatiom into
the cause of the accident.
which occurred in calm seas
under clear night skies.

Maximo Calamba. 38 who
survived with his wife
Veneranda, 30, and |-year-old
son Marcelo, complained that
the ferry crew failed to tnform
them about the approaching
freighter and did not help
people evacuaie the ship after
the collision

Al least eight patrol boats. a
search and rescue ship and
several other inter-island fer-
ries were Irying (o recover
survivors, it said

The Cebu City sank near the
mouth of Manila Bay near the
town of Rosario, about 50
kilometres southwest of Manila
in Cavite province. It had left
the port of Manila bound for
Tagbilaran. the capital of Bohol
island. about 560 kilometres
southeast of Manila’

Quirimon Tan, William
Lines vice president, said each
of the dead passengers was
covered by 50,000 pesos (dirs
2,173} in insurance. He said
the company would also pay for
medical and funeral expenses.

The Philippines' worst
peacetime ferry disaster was in
December 1987, when 3.537
people died in the collision of
the ferry Dona Paz with the oil
tanker Vector off Mindoro
Island., about 130 kilometres
south ol Manila.

BMA polls
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2378 votes while Dr Gazi Abdul
Haque trailing with 2096
voles,

Joint secretary candidate,
Dr AZ M Zahid Hossain of Ma-
jed panel also leading ahead of
his nearest candidate Dr Kam-
rul Hasan Khan. Organising
secretary candidate Dr Md
Sharfuddin of the Chowdhury
patel is also leading, his near-
est candidate is Dr Farhad
Halim Donar. Publication sec-
rgtary Dr Abu Mansur Sakhat
Hasan Jibon of Dr M A Majed's
panel is also leading, his near-
est candidate Dr Hossain

"Toufique Imam (Liton) of Dr T

A Chowdhury's panel. Some of
the executive committee
members are also leading in
BMA polls, those are Dr Syed
Modasser Ali, Dr’' Md Igbal
Arsalan, Dr Hossan Shahid
Suhrawardy, Dr Obaidul Kabir
Khan, Dr A K M Anwarul Azim
and Dr Firoz Mahmud Igbal.

Poll observers believe none:
of the panel will get absolute
majority in Dhaka some 3133
BMA members out of 3835
cast their votes.

Other three presidential
candidates Prof Nurul Islam,
Prof Sirajul Islam and Dr Mu-
jibur Rahman received very
few votes. Secretary general
candidates Dr Mahbubur Rah-
man Chowdhury and Dr Rafiq
Chowdhury are running neck
and neck.

Suu Kyi
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peoples in achieving democ-
racy throuch (ree expression of
ideas and fair and just electoral
processes.

The permanent secretariat
of the FDL-AP, which will be
based in Seoul, will coordinate,
oversee and promote the ob-
jective of the :

Former Philippine Pre-
sident Corazon Aquino, former
President of Costa Rica Osecar
Sanches Arias and South
Korea's human rights activist
Kim Dae-jung have been
elected co-presidents of the
Forum.

A seven-member ad hoc
commission for and
of the FDL-AP have also been

formed in/the concluding ses-
‘sion of the conference. Former

foreign minister of Bangladesh
Dr Kamal Hossain has been In-
cluded in both the bodies.

ternational organisation from
30 countgies attended the
FDL-AP conference jointly
hosted by Corazon Aguino and
Kim Dae-jung, chairman of a
foundation bearing his name.



