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IRRI-boro crop output target
may fall by 45 pc in Jamalpur

JAMALPUR. Dec 2 The
IRRI boro cultivation in six
thanas ol the district is likely
to face serious problem in the
coming season due to imposi-
stion of heavy electric changes
on use of shallow and deep
tubewell.

The production target of
the crops may fall by 45 per
cent, according to local farm-
ers. Price hike of. fertilizers
pesticide's and crisis of fuel
(diesel) may also add to the
expected shortage in output.

It was learnt that the local
PDB authority instead of de-
pending on meter reading, will
prepare electricity Dbills
through estimation against
electricity consumers of shal-
low and deep tubewells this
year.

According to Power Devel-
opment Board (PDB) provi-
sions. every shallow tubewell
projeclt has to pay Taka 5000
per season as power charge
while a deep tubewell project
has to pay between Taka
12,000 and 16,000.

It is further informed that
the local PDB authority hardly
follow any sysiem for prepar-
ing electricity bills. Recently,
Taka 12,000 was realised as
power bill from a deep tube-
well scheme while Taka
10,260 was realised from a
shallow tubewell scheme in
the district.

There are over two hundred
deep and shallow tubewell
schemes in the district.

[t is learnt that prices of

From Our Correspondent

urea. TSP, zinc, ammonia-sul-
phate have increased to a gredt
extent. As a result, the poor
farfners are unable to use re-
quired quantity of fertilizers in
the crop fields. Thus, the pro-
duction of crops is likely to be
seriously affected.

According to an official
SOUrce. a massive programme
was taken (o cultivate IRRI-
boro crops on about seven lakh
hectares of land in the seven
thanas of the district-during
the current seasons. Prodhic-
tions is fixed at 6.50 lakh met-
ric tons but there is very little
chance of achieving the target
of production.

Indian fertilizers and pesti-
cides are being smuggled into
the country in huge quantities.
The ntarkets in border areas of
Jamalpur, Sherpur and My-
mensingh districts have been
flooded with Indian fertilizer
and pesticides.

It is learnt that locally pro-
duced urea (350 kg bag) cost
between Taka 275 and Taka
290 while the government has
fixed the price at Taka 203.50
TSP, zinc and others fertilizers
are being sold at much higher
prices in the local markets.

When contacted a dealer
said that the fertilizer factories
at Jamuna, Ashuganj failed to
supply fertilizers as per re-
quirements. It is reported that
small dealers could not supply
fertilizers from Jamuna fertil-
izer factories in other local
markets. It is alleged that
somne brokers are buying fertil-

izer from factories and are
selling at much higher prices.

It is also repotted that, at
least 19 electric transformers
were stolen from the electric
poles in the district during the
last one year. Electric supply
will also be affected in irriga-
tion -sector. It is alleged that,
some a PDB employees are in-
volved for this .reasons.

Meanwhile. [requent  dis-
ruption of power supply in six
thanas is causing heavy losses
to industrial and agricultural
sectors,

Bangladesh Power Devel-
opment Board (BPDB) supplies

‘electricity through Jamalpur

distribution centre to Bakshi-
ganj, Dewanganj. Melandah,
Sarishabari, Islampur and
Sadar thanas. In these places
many new industrial unit were
set up recently depended on
electricity. Most of these units
are incurring losses due to
frequent power failure.

Power supply remains sus-
pended for about six to eight
hours every day in the town
areas. This situation has forced
closure of many power pumps,
paddy husking mills and
others small industries. Agri-
cultural production in Malan-
dah, Islampur, Dewanganj,
Bakshiganj. Sarishabari and
Sadar thanas have been hard-
hit due to continued power
suspension. :

When contacted PDB office
at Dewanganj could not give
any positive answers on the is-
Sue. '

Universal edn programme in
Khulna Div faces set back

SATHKIIIRA, Dec 2: The
‘Education for All' programrne
in 10 distriets in Khulna Divi-
sion is facing setback largely
due to wrong policy, religious
hindrances, movement against
NGOs, administrative problem
and corruption and negligence
of a class of officers and staff of
the concerned department.

The number of primary
school-going student is 20
lakh 42 thousand 5 hundred
31 in 10 districts in Khulna
Division. Out of the total 3 lakh
25 thousand children could

not get admission in the
schools,

According 1o concerned
sources, about 17 lakh 2]

thousand 7 hundred children
were admitied in the schools
during January and February
this year. Of them 3 lakh 17
thousand 4 hundred 23 siu
denis dropped out of schools
due 1o poverty and other rea-
s0118, As a result. over six lakh
children are not gelting bene
fits of primary education

The source further added
that during the current year,
due to poverty, accommoda
tion problem in schools
dearth of teachers, price hike
of educational appliances 22
thousand 5 hundred 25 chil
dren could not the chance lor
admission in the schools in
Khulna district, 24 thousand 4
hundred 48 in Jessore. |6
thouwsand 3 hundred 90 in
Satkhira. 14 thousand 6 hun
dred 70 in Bagerhat. 9 thou
sand 2 hundred 36 in Magura
42 thousand 7 hundred 40 10
Kushiia, 21 thousand 2 hun
dred 10 in Chuadanga, 11
thousand 6 hundred 66 in Me
herpur. 6 thousand 2 hundred
21 in Narail and 13 thousand
one hundred 42 in Jhenidah
district

On the other hand, the dis
trict wise number of drop oul
students are: 63 thousand 67
in Khulna. 7 thousand 2 hun
dred 70 in Bagerhat, 14 Lthou
sand 4 hundred 60 |(n
Satkhira, 69 thousand 50 in
Jessore. 20 thousand one hun
dred 64 In Magura, 54 thou
sand one hundred 37 in Kush
tia. 29 thousand 3 hundred 62
in Chuadanga. 13 thousand 6
hundred 50 in Meherpur. 18
tHousand 2 hundred 67 Iin
Narail and 17 thousand 9 hun-
dred 96 in Jhenidah.
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The number of drop oul is
increasing day by day in these
districts, the source added.
The number of drop out stu-
dents may rise to 25 per cent
if the appropriate measures
are not taken in this regard, it
is felt. Though the ‘food for
education programme' is get-
ting good response among the
poor childrers who are showing
interest for admission in the
schogls tu receive grain.

Our Correspondent from
Jhenidah adds: The primary
education programime in
Jhenidah [dces serious setback

According to reporis, en-
rolliment of students has been
decreasing in primary schools
in the disirict. As a result. Ed4-
ucalion for AN within 2000
vears may not see success.

Report says, there are 98
governmen! primary schools
and 70 non-government pri-
mary schools in Jhenidah
sadar thana

About thirtyone thousand 7
hundred 47 students are tak-
ing lessons in government
primary schools while 25
thousand 2 hundred 36 stu-
dents are studying in non-gov
erninent primary schools.

According to covernmein

education office in the district

on«e leacher is ¢} lor ev-
ery group ol 42'students. That
is Lhe ratio of leachers to stu-

dents is 1:42 Therefore 755

teachers are required for gov-
ernment primary schools. But
only 485 teachers are posted
in this thana, )

The source also said, to re-
move the problem a commit-
tee was formed called
"Teachers coordination com-
mittee.” But the committee
could not meet the necessity
as some teachers who are in-
lluential reportedly failed the
altempt to solve the problems.
These influential teachers are
not interested to serve outside
pourasabha areas. For this rea-
son they are transfered in gov-
ernment primary school lo-
cated in pourashava areas.

I the Wazir Ali Govern-
ment Primary School in the
town number of students is
640. Eight teachers are re-
quired. However 12 teachers
have been posted there.

On the otherhand. Kamta
Government Primary- School,
Chorkole Government Primary
School, Bankira Government
primary school and some other
schools are facing shortage
teachers,

A section of officials of pri-
mary education department
and local teachers are mainly
responsible for this situation.
it was alleged."gAs a result.
miiny teachers of pourasabha
areas are found to meve within
the pourashava areas.

The BDR men of 23
whach included. sofa cover. steel plates clothes from Mantala of the distnet

Indian smilggled goods
worth Tk 3.52 lakh seized
from B'baria border areas

From Our Correspondent

BRAHMANBARIA Dec 2

The BDR-jawans ol Kalca
chehha 23 battalion launching
\wio separate drives selzed

Indian smuggled goods worth
jaka three lakh 52 thousand
frommn Mantala and Thinlakpeer
villages of the district recently

According 1o BDR handout
acting on a Up-off, a team ol
BDR men (roon Mantala camp
hearded by Habilder Md Abul
Kalam launching an ant smug-
gling drive seized Indian
smuggled goods worth about
Taka one lakh 52 thousand
The seizure included sola
cover, steel plaies. bowl. cloth

etc which were deposited at
Akawira cusioms ollice later
o

A team ol Brahmanbaria
iransit camp headed by
Habilder Sayed Ali raided the
Thinlakpeer bus-stand "and
seized Indian Tata motor-spare
paris worth Taka one lakh five
Ihousand on the same day on
November 24, '94

Meanwhile, the BDR-jawan
of 23 battalion launching anti
smuggling drives at different
places of the district Seized
Indian smuggled goods worth
about Taka 29 lJakh during a

day-long raids.

lattalion recently seized Indian smuggled goods

— Star photo
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Senior journalists,
teachers recall
late S M Ali's

contributions
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CHUADANGA, Dec 2: In
memory of late S M Ali, the
founder Editor of The Dalily
Star, a discussion meeting was
held here at the local bar asso-
ciation hall two weeks ago.

The memorial meeting was
organised by the local socio-
cultural organisation called
"Forum".

The meeting was presided
over by the Convenor of the

organisgtion Nuru]l Islam
Joarder. :
Rowshan Ali, principal of

the loeal girls' college was pre-
sent on the occasion as the
chief guest while Mahtab
Uddin, Assistant Head Master
of local "Chuadanga Academy”
and a senior journalist of the
locality was the special guest
on the occasion.

Among others who spoke
o11 Lhe memorial meeling were
Dr Ashab-ul-Haq, former
member of parliament and
President of BMA, Chuadanga
unit. Fote Ali Mia, Monwar
Hossain Bishu, Secretary of lo-
cal Arindam Sanskrit Gosthi
and Quamrul Arefin, The Daily
Star Correspondent of the dis-
trict.

The speakers at the meet-
ing recalled contributions
journalism by late S M Ali.

The speakers also recalled
the contribution of late S M Ali
for the country.

Two killed
in road
accidents

MANIKGANJ, Dec 2: A man
was run over by a Dhaka-bound
minibus [rom Shaturia at Joy-
pura village in Dhamrai thana
on Dhaka-Aricha highway re-
cently, police said. reports
UNB.

The victim was identified as
Nazrul Islam 40, a rice trader
of Mymensingh district.

The body was sent to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
morgue for autopsy. A case was
filed with Dhamrai Police.

Another report from
Jhénaidah says: A youngman
was run over by a bus at Arap-
pur bus stand in the town on
Jhenidah-Kushtia road Thurs-
day, police said.

Witnesses said Sudev 20
was riding a bicycle to his vil-
lage Taklarpota in Hari-
nakundu thana when the
Kushtia-bound bus knocked
him down. He died instantly.

The driver of the bus fled
away. A case was filed with
Sadar thana in this connection.

18 policemen

punished for

negligence of
duties
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HABIGAN.J, Dec 2: Eighteen
police men of different posts
in Habiganj district have been
suspended during the last 10
mmonths on charge of corrup-
lion and negligence of duties

It is learnt [rom official
sources thal., a police sub-in-
spector has been demoted to
Asstt-Sub Inspector (ASI), an
AS] and a Habildar have been
demoted to post of constobal.

One constobal has been re-
moved from services on charge
of corruption and negligence
of duties.

Meanwhile departmental
aclion has been taken against
other alleged police personnel.

Kidnapped
girl rescued
from brothel

SATKHIRA, Dec 2@ A girl
kiclnapped in last May was al
last rescued by the police from
a brothel on Monday. says
UNB.

According to police. Shaha-
nara Khatun 15 daughter of
Abdul Mazed of Bakhukhali in
sadar thana was kidnapped by
co-villager Abdul Majid who
took her to Khulna and Rajbari
and finally sold her to a brothel
at Daulatdia.

Police sent Majid to Lhe
court after his confessional
statement

Truck falls into
wayside ditch,
1 killed, 4 hurt

SIRAJGANJ, Dec 2: A rice-
laden truck fell into a wayside
ditch at Purba Baotara village
near the town on Wednesday
night leaving one dead and
four others injured, witnésses
said, reports UNB.

Chand Miah 45 a rice
Lrader, died instantly when the
truck carrying rice from
Belkuchi to the town met with
the accident.

The injured. Including a
helper of the truck, were ad
milited to Sirajgan) General
Hospital where their condition
was stated to be critical
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Khulna University: A journey full of promise

The Vice-Chancellor of the Khulna University, Dr Md Golam Ali Fakir, recently talked to
Che Tlily Star. He was interviewed at the university campus by Sub-Editor Naimul Hagq.

DS: I understand it took long to establish the university.

How did it start?

VC: As you know, Khulna was the only divisign which did
not have a university. This was certainly not a happy situation.

Back in

1970 a number of teachers including myself formed
an assgclation which called for a unive
the president of the association. We pu

ity in Khulna. I was
forward a proposal

and a framework for the university. The sailing did not appear
easy. We occasionally went on strike and even resorted to
hunger strike. Finally in 1986 two committees were formed
by the government -one for selection of a site and the other
for working out the faculties. M, last Khulna University was

born in January 1987.

DS: Do you think you have all the necessary facilities to run

the university?

VC: No. | feel we have still a long way to go. Until 1989
there was pace lacking in its development works. Most of the

infrastructure was not in place. 1 revised the
university budget proposing a 15 per cent
raise which the Educatidn Ministry ultimately
approved. After eight months [ asked for the
allocation to be raised by another 10 per
This too was approved. With more
money in our hand we were able to speed up
the work. In fact, the administrative and the
faculty buildings were constructed in just one
A two-storied building to serve as
students' dormitory is under construction.
There will ultimately be eight halls for some
3.500 students, six for boys and two for girls.
We have plans to offer more {acilities.
Advanced technology is one of them. We hope
Lo have donor's support in this sector. ._
We plan to exchange advanced technology
institutions and government

cent.

year.

with other

badies. The university offers limited subjects for research.
Our Centre for Research, Testing and Consultancy (CRTC)
offers professional advice and services and our Centre for
Environment and Disaster Management (CESDM) is available
for research on environmental and disaster management
issues, We, however, lack necessary facilities to conduct
research into the use of rich natural resources that the region

possesses,

DS: You said you have plans to offer more facilities. What

are they?

VC: In the next five years we hope to add more subjects. At
present the university offers six disciplines: Architecture,
Computer Science and Engineering and Urban and Rural

Planning under the School of Science,

Engineering and

Technology and Business Administration under the School of

Management and Business Administration and Forestry

and

Wood Technology and Marine Biology under the School of Life
Sciences. Distiplines like Pharmacy, Biotechnology and

Genetic Engineering, Econometries.

Resources Management,

Fine Arts. Water

Oceanography and Food and

Nutrition Sciences would be opened in phases. The university
- also plans to open a modern languages centre. German,

French, Arabic, Japanese, En

glish etc will be available for

studies here. The university has already decided to introduce
postgraduate programmes in three disciplines: Business
Adminisiration, Computer Science and Engineering and

Dr M G A Fakir

Urban and Rural Planning. We also have plans to set up our
own nursery. dairy farm. hatcheries and a compuler training

centre. These will be

income-generating programmes (o

collect additional fund to support our programimes,
DS: I understand that students politics here is totally

absent. You must be enjoying a peaceful environment. How
was it possible and how do you intend to_keep student

politics away from the campus?

VC: The students and the teachers agreed in principle that
they would not be involved in politics. This is not limited
merely to the campus. It is difficult to say how long we can
maintain this peaceful environment but the system of
education here is such that the students are engaged in

studies round the year.

Examinations in

semesters, field

trips. library works etc keep the students busy round the
clock. They hardly find idle time to indulge in politics. In
three and a half years no plan. according to our academic

calendar.

continue,

VC: No.

violence. The

‘VC: The main objective

has failed, In
weeks ahead of the scheduled calegdar. This
clearly shows how serious the students are in
their studies. We hope this cooperation would

fact., we are four

DS: Did you have to face any unrest or
mishap in the campus?
Ever since the start of the classes
in August 1991 we have no record of any
teachers.
stiadents including 84 girls out of a total ol
- 572 enjoy secure campus atmosphere. So far
we haven't had any report of anyone having
been addicted 1o drugs,
. DS: The university organised a seminar on
integrated management of the Ganges flood
plains and the Sundarbans ecosystem in July
this year. What was the main focus?
was to identily some of the

the staff and the

problems of the Ganges flood plains and the Sundarbans
ecosystem which seriously threalen development of this

region.

We want to develop an

integrated management

strategy for the flood plains and the Sundarbans for proper

exploitation, utilization and

conservation

We suggested 4

guideline for development of academic research programmes
in the fields of agriculture. biglogy and natural science at

Khulna University. The

country houses natural,

southwestern
biological and genetic diversity of

part of the

plants, birds. fish, mammals. reptiles and amphibious fauna
The marifhe and brackish water represent an area of rich

biological resources
increase in salinity,

Numerous problems like siltation
‘desertification,

stagnation of water els

are seriously affecting the ecosystem of the region resulling

in environmental imbalance.

The university

in cooperation

with other organisations can play a vital role in the sustainable

development of the region.

DS: How do you view the future n_fthﬂuntml.ly'?

VC: A very bright future indeed.
already achieved good progress in our work

As | sald earlier, we have
If this trend

continues we are sure to receive stronger support from the
government. Hopefully by June next year we shall hold the
first convocation to award four-yvear degrees. That would be a

major step forward.

DS: Thank you Mr Vice-Chancellor .

Tk two lakh
robbed from
a house 1n
Satkhira

SATKHIRA. Dec 2: A gang ol

~armed dacoits on Wednesday

night stormed into a house at
Alipur in sadar thana and
looted cash and valuables
worth about Tk two lakh. re
poris UNB.

Police said, Shubhash, the
owner of the House, was criti-
cally injured when the looters
exploded cocklails. He was

admitied to Satkhira Hospital.

Fishing nets
worth Tk | c¢r
sei1zed

BARISAL, Dec 2: Fisheries
officlals in a raid in Meghna
Jalmahal area seized illegal
current nets worth over Taka
one crore, says UNB

They also arrested 12 peo
ple lor fishing in the area The
seized nets were burnt to
ashes, said an official handout

Owver 2000 cases were f[iled
during ithe last January
September against (he people

for violating lishing rules

Chandpur salt
mill owners
decide to
make 10dised salt

CHANDPUR., Dec 2: Sall
mill owners of the districi
have decided to produce
jodised sall in their mills from
Saturday, says UNB

The decision was taken at a

joint meeting of the local Salt

Mills Owners Association
(SMOA]. UNICEF represenia
tives in Bangladesh and local

BSCIC officials on November
27

Khorshedur Rahman Ma
juimder. president of SMOA

Chandpur unit presided over

the meeting

Khulna University faculty building

'"Let us break the vicious
cycle of poverty'

MANIKGANJ, Dec 2: Chiel
Wlhip Khondaker Delwar Hos-
siain Wednesday emphasised on
concerted efforts and hard
work for building a flourishing
future for the nation and to
make the independénce mean
ingful, says UNB.

"We thust turn the millions
of jobless hands into tools of
production”. he said, urging all
to carry forward the country-
wide canal digging programme
1o lotal success.

Addressing a public meet-
ing at Gheor. Khondaker Del
war said. the country was now
heading towards achieving a
new dimension in economic
uplift, especially in the fields
of agriculture, pisciculture and
planned afforestation. "We
must keep ourselves in touch
with these developments”. he
added.

The Chief Whip later
presided over a meeting on
canal digging schemes at the
Deputy Commissioner s con-
ference room here

Delwar lauded ‘the farsight-
edness of Shaheed President
Ziaur Rahman and said, it was
Zia who thought aboul the

teeming nillions and realised
the potentiality of the coun
iry's soil.

‘It is our resourceful masses
whose endeavours now took
the couniry to the door step of
self-sulficiency in lood,

He said a total of 543 Kkilo
metres of canal were excavated
and re-excavated across the
country in the last fiscal vear
and the progress rate of this
programime was 70 per cent.

A total of 20 crore taka and
20 metric tons of wheat were
also allocated for this pro
gramme for the current vear,
he added.

The Chief Whip stressed
the need for planned excava
tion of canals to derive maxi
mum benefits in the form*ol
increased fish and agricultural
production as well as tree
pantation on both sides of the
canals

"We have no other way but
to break the vicious cycle ol
poverty through painstaking
and sincere efforts” he said

Khondker Delwar visilted
the site of Titas Gas Distribu
tion project at Gheor. to be
inititated for the people.

FARIDPUR: A student of the Saroda Sundart Women s Col-
lege rendering a dance at the freshers reception function at

the college premises recently

— Star photo

Smuggled goods
worth Tk 10 lakh
seized in Rajshahi

RAJSHAHIL Dec 20 BDR per
sonnel of 20 rifle battalior
seized. Indian contrabands
worth Taka 10 lakh by «on
ducting separate anti sumng
gling drives at Durlabhpur
Hartpur and Harirampur in the
battalion area recently. BDR
sources sald here recently
says a BSS report.

The smuggled goomds 10
chided current net. plaving
carcks, glass and than-cloths

The smugglers narrowly
escaped and the seized items
were deposited with the Ra
ishali Customs office the
soLrces said

Saroda Sunduri
Women's College
freshers'
reception held
From Our Correspondent

FARIDPUR, Dec 2 A Revep
tionn was accorddd to the new
comeps and outgoing students

of  the Government Saroda
suilari Mahila College at a
lanciton at  the college

predinses on jast Sunday

e Joint Secretary. Min:
istry of Education. Mehamimad
Giasuddin attended the fung
ion as chief guest while the
(listrict I}rpuﬁ Commuission K
M Nurul Huda was the speci.i
guest at the unction Presi
dent over by Professor Mhia Lk
tar Rahmau. Principal of the
college.

Fhe chiel guest in his
speech assured that he would
try his best to solve the prob
lems of the college mentioned
earlier in an address of wel
COme

Fhe function was rounded

"off with an entertaining cul

ural show participated by the
stiidents of the college

It may be mentioned here
(hat the institulion has been
alpudged ¢ best college in
the national level this veas



