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Seminar on "Safe
Mother” today

A two-day natienal seminar
on "Safe Motherhood”™ begins
in the city today. Prime Minis
ter Begum Khaleda Zia will in
augurate the seminar at the
International Conference Cen
tre (JICC) at 10:30 am. Execu
tive Director of UN Population
Fund Dr Nafis Sadik will be
the special guest at the inaugu-
ral function of the seminar or
ganised by the Ministry of

Health and Family Welfare rejp-
orts UNB.

Workshop on monetary
cooperation today
By Staf¥ Correspondent

A two day workshop on
Payments and Monetary Co
operafion In the South Asian
Region™ begins in the capital
today. Organised jointly by the
Centre for Palicy Dialogue and
Friedrisch Ebert Stiftung. the
workshop will be inaugurated
by Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman Some 16 participanis
from hosl country Bangladesh
India. the Maldives Nepal
Pakistan and Sri Lanka are

taking part in the workshop
o be held at  the Sheraton

Young girl burnt
to death
By Staff Correspondent

A 15 year old girl was bur
ned o death in a fire &t a slum
at Shialbari area under Pallabi
Police Station yesterday mor-
ning The victim. Begum

of one Ashraf Ali wa=s

when the fire origi-
nating from their kitchen gut
ted several houses Police and
local people estinguished the
biaze Police sources said
goods worth about Tk ten tho
vsand were destroyer]

Housewife beaten
to death

SIRAJGAN], Dec 2: A young
housewife of Char Goja village
in Ullapara thana died today of
injuries allegedly sustained
fromn beating by her busband
and in-laws for dowry Police
and medical sources said
Hafiza Khatun 2B wile of AL
dur Rashid of Char Cola was
atenitted 10 the Strajgar Gen
erai Hoapital n cntical con
dtion on Thursday night She
died at 9 am todav repeorts
LN
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FBCCI-arranged meet

The ruling Bangladesh Na-
tionalist Party (BNP) is un-
likely to attend any meeting
with the Opposition tomorrow
al the office of the Federation
of Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
(FBCCI). BNP sources hinted
yesterday.

"We are not ruining busi-
ness by calling hartals fre-
. The business commu-
nity should tell them (oppo-
sition parties) not to go for
frequent hartals," a senior
minister and BNP leader tnld
The Daily Star .

He also said "We are aware
of the problems of the business
community and appealing to
the Opposition to shun the

“type of agitation which ham-

Star Report

pers the economic activities.”

The minister, who at-
tended the meeting of the Cab-
inet sub-committee on special
affairs last night. said "The
FBCCI issue was not even dis-
cussed by the party or at the
meeting."

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia chaired the meet-
ing at her Tejgaon office. It
was attended by Communica-
tions Minister Oli " Ahmed,
LGRD Minister Abdus Salam
Talukder. Finance Minister M
Sgifur Rahman, Irrigation Min-
ister M Majid ul Huq and for-
eign Minister Mostafizur Rah-
marn.

The meeting was adjourned
till toclay.

Meeting sources said the

Cabinet sub committee dis-
cussed the latest situation in
Chittagong Hill Tracts.

The Prime Minister held a
separate meeting with high
officials of the Home Ministry
regarding the Ansars issue,
the sources said.

The officials were sched-
uled tp visit the Ansars
Academy for negotiation fol-
lowing the meeting with the
Prime Minister.

When contacted over tele-
phone. BNP Secretary
General Abdus Salam Talukder
said they did not yet take any
decision on attending a meet-
ing called by the FBCCI. He
declined o say whether or
not they would attend the

See Page 12 Col 6
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Ansars constables seen lounging in fmnt of the1r Headquarters at Khllgﬂﬂn in the city

yesterday afternoon.

Rockets hit Bosman

SARAJEVO. Dec 2: Three
anti-tank rockets hit the
Bosnian presidency building in
Sarajevo minutes before UN
envoy Yasushi Akashi and
peacekeeping commander Ge-
neral Sir Michael Rose arrived
for talks today. report Reuter.
AP,

There were no casualties
bt one missile hit the office of
parliarmment president Miro
Zalovic, a Serb.

Information of the incident
was given by a UN peacekeep-
ing official.

The UUN has blamed the
Bosnian Serb army besieging
Sarajevo for recent attacks on
the presidency building.

Akashi, on a mission to end
detention of hundreds of
peacekeepers and win free-
doin of movement for UN con-
voys. hoped to bave more suc-

1+ cess with the Serbs than his

boss, Secretary-General Bout-
ros Boutros-Ghali.
Boutros-Ghali was rebuffed
trying to meet with the Bos-
nian Serbs on Wednesday, and
alterwards said intransigence
lry Lthe warring sides in Bosnia
might lead to the end of the

presidency bldg

UN mission.

Akashi arrived this morming
in Sarajevo for meetings with
Bosnian government officials,
and was to continue on to the
Bosnian Serb headquarters at
Pale later in the day. He left
the presidency briefly and the
missiles hit the building just
before he returned for meet-
ings.

On Thursday. Serbs fired
two anti-tank missiles at the
Interior Ministry, wounding
four people.

Akashi's talks with the

Serbs would follow a meeting
Thursday between Bosnian
Serb leader Radovan Karadzic
and the UN commander for
Bosnia, Lt Gen Sir Michael
Rose .
_ A UN source said Karadzic
pronmised to try to help, but
added that such promises
often are empty. -

Spokesman Thant Myint-U

said Akashi waited to discuss .

fighting around the govern-
ment enclave of Bihac with
Karadzic, as well as an end o
resiricions on the movement
of UN troops.

See Page 12 Col 7

FFs clash in
city : 7 injured,
3 arrested
By Staff Correspondent

At least seven disabled
freedom fighters were injured
in a clash between two groups
at Muktijoddha Kallan Trust
office at Shialbari under Pallabi
thana in the city at about 7:00
am yesterday.

The injured freedom fight-
ers are — Idris Ali. 45. Abdul-
lah, 45, Saifuddin. 45, Wazed.
24. Abdul Malek. 45, Hemayet
Ulddin. 56. and Mohammad
Solayman. 45. They were given
first aid at a hospital.

Sources said the freedom
fighters clashed over the reha-
bilitation of the disable free-
dom fighters. Police arrested
three freedom fighters — So-
layman, Wazed and Hemayet.

Another report says, one
person was injured when a

. group of extortionists ex-

ploded bomibs in Chankharpul
area yesterday evening.

The victim. Salim. received
bomb splinter injuries and was
admitted to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH).

Salim alleged that a group
of toll collectors denmnded
money [rom his brother Mo-

See Page 12 Col 6

Yusufganj most unsuitable

for satellite town, study says

The location for Rajuk's
satellite town project at Yusuf-
ganf has been considered most
unsuitable among the five
locations where ‘large scale
dispersed population wth'
is being promoted un the
Dhaka Metropolitan Develop-
ment Planning (DMDP)

An evaluation report ol the
DMDP has put Yusufganj at the
hottom of a list of five locations
around the capital — Yusufgany.
Kaligan), Savar, Joydevpur and
Dhamsona — on the basis of
nine crteria

According o the report,
Yusuigan] has scored the least,
-4 followed by (from the bot-
tom} Kaliganj. —3., Savar, +4.
Joydevpur. +4 and Dhamsona,
+H

The HRrst criterion deals
with the consisience of the
current trends of development
whiile the second. third and
the fourth criteria are con-
cerned with land value. The

fifth .ind |he sixth are related
will 1 he existence of a base for
di velopment while the last

thiree are linked with the ex-
isting urban economic base.
iransport links to Dhaka and
hevond and ease of infrastruc-

By Nazmul Ashraf

tural facilities such as water,
¢gas and electricity which
would affect the chances of
successiul urban growth.

The evaluation firmly di-
vides the three locations of
Dhamsona, Joydevpur and
Savar from the eastern loca-
tions of Kaliganj and Yusufganj.
The latter two score on land
value criteria but have little to
recommend them economi-
cally. said the report adding
their development would also

Maldives goes
to polls

MALE. Dec 2: A lNotilla of
small boats was standing by to
ferry ballots here for counting
as Lhe tiny Indian ocean atoll
nation ol the Maldives elected
a parliament today., reports
AFF.

More than 109,000 Maldi-
vians over the age of 21 were
eligible to take part in the
election of a 48-member Ma-
jlis. or citizens' council. for the
next five years

Election Conunissioner Ab-
dullah Rasheed said 272

See Page 12 Col 7

be contrary to the current
trends.

Dhamsona, which compared
with Joydevpur and Savar.
scored the highest since it is a
flood-free zone but has less
valuable agricultural land. On
economic. criteria and concur-
rence with trend. both
Dhamsona and Savar scored
the highest. said the report.

The evaluation report in the
Structure Plan of the DMDP
has been prepared recently to
make a recommendation based
on a consistent application of
the same criteria to each loca-
tion, though the judgement on
each criterion is subjective. No
weighing has been given to the
criteria, though some are cer-
tainly more important than
others, sources concerned
pointed out.

The DMDP is a governunent
project financed by the UNDP
The satellite town al Yusulfgan).
officially named 'Purbachal
Mode!l Town . is being imple
mented by Rajuk. Meanwhile,
the project has hit a snag be-
cause ol resistance to acquisi
tion of lands, earmarked for
the project. by a section of the
land owners.
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Int'l Day of
Disabled
today

The International Day of the
Disabled will be observed in
the country as elsewhere in
the world today with a call for
ensuring their rights and equal
participation in the society,
reports UNB.

Presideat Abdur Rahman
Biswas in a message on the eve
of the day underscored the
need for the disabled
in the mainstream of national
development. -

"We are pledge-bound to
make it easy for the disabled to
enjoy the fruits of develop-
ment.” he said, adding that the
disabled people are part and
parcel of family and the soci-
ety.

He urged the voluntary or-
ganisations to extend their
whole-hearted suppert along-
side the government efforts to
ensure a better future for the
disabled.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia in another mes-
sage stressed the need for tak-
ing a vow to make them self-
reliant through united efforts

of all.
She urged the affluent per-

so1~ (o come forward in aid of

the disabled and the develop-
See Page 12 Col- 7

Adhikary confident
of winning vote

of confidence

KATHMANDU, Dec 2. Ne-
pal's minority government is
confident of winning the vote
of confidence when Parliament
meets in two weeks, the prime
minister said Friday.

The new Communist gov-
ernment is required under the
Constitution to win the vote
hecause it did not have the re-
quired majority in the 205-
member House of Representa-
tives.

"1 have talked to all the
leaders of other: political par-
ties.,” Prime Minister Manmo-
han Adhikary said. "And they
have assured us that they will
cooperate.” Adhikary needs at
least 103 votes.

The main opposition Nepali
Congress (NC) also said it will
ensure that the government
daes not fail immediately.

AFP adds: The NC today
unanimously elected Sher Ba-
hadur Deuba as its parliamen-
tary leader after being toppled
from power in polls two weeks
ago. state-run radio an-
nounced.

Seven other NC members of
Parlfament initially contested
the position. Including former
Prime Minister Girija Prasad
Koirala and NC President Kr
ishna Prasad Bhattarai. but all

See Page 12 Col 3
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Ansars continue
to agitate

By Farid Ahmed

Ansars sepoys agitating for
increased pay and [acilities
who took control of their
headquarters and barracks
continued their protests for
the second day vesterday.

The troubie broke out at the
Shafipur Ansars Academy in
Gazipur district around 11 in
the morning Thursday spread
to other districts.

Editorial on page 4

Several hundred Ansars
personnel who claimed them-
selves to be from Comilla, My-
mensingh, Noakhali. Netr-
akona. Tangaﬂ and other areas
joined the others at Shafipur
and Dhaka.

The disgruntled Ansars
men were seen guarding their

eadquarters in the city and
the Shafipur Academy bran-
dishing bamboo clubs yester-
day.

At both the places, they said
they had deposited their arms
in the armouries which were
under their control.

Now some 14680 Ansars

sepovs are working in 37 bat:
talions across the country.
Twenty-four battalions are in
hill areas while the others are
in the plain land.

The Ansars reportedly went
on the agitation to realise their
severn;-point demand which
included regularisation of their
jobs with a basic salary of Tk
1050, festival bonus, ration
and medicare [acilities, re
moval of those who joined - the
Ansars force after retirement
from the army as junior com
missioned officers.

An Ansars sepov now draws
Tk 45 a day as remuneralion
and five taka more for Eid
days, according to the sepoys.

Some of them told this

t in the city and
at Shafipur that they would not
return to work until an assur
ance from the Prime Minister
was received.

. At-Shafipur, sepoys claimed]
that they had got support
from 42 officers now stayving in
the academy compound. They

See Page 12 Col 1

New mills to recycle
waste papers likely

By Sharier Khan

Two private firms of Bang-
ladesh and Germany will jo-
intly set up an export-oriented
‘multiple paper mills' using

wasie papers in Chuadanga.

The Kamola-Yousul Paper
Mills Lid will produce radio
bond, special, writing, graphic,
screen, carbon, duplex and
crafl papers and newsprint,
Managing Director of the Mills
M Sanowar Hossain told The
Daily Star yesterday.

The Board of Investment
(BO1) provided a litence for
the Tk 33 crore paper mill
project on November 14. An
agreement between Phoenix
Group. Germany and Kamola-
Yousul Lid, Bangladesh, was
signed on November 7. The
share ol equity between the
two companies is 50:50.

The mills. o he set up in
Munshiganj area under Alam-
danga thana of Chuadanga dis-
trict, will produce B85 tons of
paper per day or 25.000 tons
annualy worth Tk 90 crore.
according to the projéet pro-
file.

"Our production cost will be
much lower than that of the
other mills in the country be
cause the raw materials we will
be using would be much
cheaper.” Sanowar said. While
other paper mills have to in
vest huge amount of resources
for collection of raw materials
— bamboo and trees — and
have to set up large industrial
units to process the pulp from
those trees. this mill will
utilise a much cheaper raw
material — old papers — and
requires a simpler processing
unit to produce the pulp. he
pointed out.

The Kamola-Yousuf mills
would use both local and im
ported waste papers. The im-
ported waste papers would
cost Tk 6,750 per ton. accord

ing Lo thé project profile.

The mills would require

120 tons of wasted paper 1o
produce 100 tons of paper.

Construction of the mills
will begin next month, Sano
war said.

FDL-AP conference in Seoul ends

Release of Suu Kyi demanded

SEMIL, Dec 22 The Forum

of Demwocratic Leaders in Asla

and the Pacific (FDL-AP)
which ended 1= two-day con
ference here this evening,
demanded inmediate and un
conditional release of Myan
mar's opposition leader Aung
San Suu Kyl and other political
prisoners.

in a resolution, the Forum
called for peaceful and full
restoration of democracy in
Myanmar

The Forum also set up an ad
hot commission (o work
‘creatively and mon vielently”
with the lnited Nationa. gov
ernmenis of the ASEAN coun
tries, other interested parties
and the Siate Law and Order
Kestoration Council [SLORC)

From Chapal Bashar

Myanmars ruling military
junta; to fuifil the will of the
people of Myanmar including
the ethnic minorities.

The Forum transformed
into a permanent today .
will offer its good ces 1o
assist and contribute to the di-
alogue that would result in the
restoration of democracy in
Myanmar.

The Forum resolution said
the people of Myanmar clearly
expressed their will in the
1990 elections by giving an
overwhelming support to the
apposition National League for
Democracy led by Aung San
Suu Kl

"Despite s defeat in the
1990 electoral exercise,
Burma s (Myanmar's) ruling

military junta refused to han
dover power and continued to
impose its rule in the country
the Forum said adding its reso
lutton on Burma is in line with
its objectives of promoting
democracy in the Asia Pacific
region.

In another resolution, also
adopted today. the Forum said
that it would pursue its objec
tives by adhering to the three
principles — non-interference
in other nations’ internal al
fairs and promoting its goal
through dialogue. debate and
legal procedures; rejecting all
acts of vielence and seeking
democratisation through
peaceful means only. and sup
porting all efforts of Asian

See Page 12 Col 8
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BMA polls:

y .
Majed, Shahid
- i
still leading
By Staff Correspondent

Profl M A Majed, presiden-
tial candidate, and Dr Qazi
Shahidul Alam, candidate for
Ihe post of secretary general,
were leading in the prelimi-
nary results of the 25th elec-
tion ol the Bangladesh Medical
Assnciation (BMA) held on De-
cember 1.

Resuilts from different po-
lling centres across the co-
untry were still pouring in the
BMA election result centre till
midnight last night. According
to unofficial results from 55
out of the 67 cenires received
by the BMA till writing of this
report at 11 pm., incumbent
president Prof M A Majed
secured 3185 voles while Prof
T A Chowdhury bagged 2232
votes, Dr Qazi Shahidul Alam
running for the post of

secretary general, received
Hee Page 12 Col B

Nafis Sadik
in city

The United Nations Popula
tionn Fund (UNFPA) will sub
stantially increase its assis
tance programme to the coun
tries ol SAARC region includ
ing Bandladesh with 20 pér
cent enhancement of national
covernment s contributions to
the organisation from next
year

LINFFPA executive Director
Dr Nafis Sadik told this to BSS
o her arrival on a three day
ollicial visit to Dhaka at Zia |n
ternational Airport here [asi
right.

Dr Sadik said. "l am happy
that 'Safe Mothérhood semi-
nar as a follow up of Cairo con
ference has been organised in
Bangladesh.” She arrived ar the
invitation of Bangladesh gon
ernmment! 1o address the sem;
nar on Sale Motherhoods

The [INFPA Executive [Di
rector had words of praise for
Bangladesh performance in
family planning.

[)r Sadik was received ai
the airport by Additional Se«
retary in charge of Health and
Family Welfare Ministry Faziur
Rahman. UNDP Resident Rep
resentative Ms Eimi Watanabe
and LINFPA Country Director
SK Alok

During her stay here [ir
Sadik will call on Prime Mirtis
ler Begum Khaleda Zia Fi
nance Minister M Saifur Rah
man and Health and Famuly
Wellare Minister Chowdhury
Kamal lhne Yusul

Attack on Pak
minister's house:
3 killed

KARACHI, Dec 2: Unidenti
fied gunmen opened fire Fri
day night eutside the house of

[ the country's labour ministe:

killing three workers. police
said. reporis AP.

The minister, Akbar Lasi,
was not at home al the time of

the aitack on his private house
in the troubled port city of
Karachi.

Lasi's guard, his driver and
another man believed 10 be
working for the mnister were
killed when the gunmen drove
up in a car and opened fire
with aulomatic weapons. Police
said they dikint know the mo
tive for the attack or who was
responsible.

Political and ethnic feuds in
Karachi have led to almost
dailv gminbattles recently. and
Friday's shooting was the sec-
ond attack this week aimed at
Primme Minister Benazir Bhu-
ito’'s ruling Pakistan People's
Farly

Gunmen entered a PPP of-
lice in Karachi on Tuesday and
opened fire, killing four peo-
ple

Police have blamed many of
the politcally motivated at-
tacks on the Mohajir Qunml
Movement., a powerful opposi

tion group.
10 fiared i
N'ganj clash
From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGAN) Dec 2: AL
least ten persons were injured
when two groups of muscle
men clashéd at Akhra area at
Depbogh at about 2:00 am o
dav,

Among the injured two re-
ceived bullet wounds and were
sent to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH). They
are Billal, 25 and Nasir. 20.

Sources tokl that the clash
pecnrred helween the two rival
groups led by Zakir and Masud.

Police. arrested Sattar and
Ripon (rem the spot.

The other injured persons
were released after first akd
from various heapitals and
chinics A case was flled with
Narayanganj Police Station



