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The Sound of One Hand Clapping

by Rebecca Haque

ANY many years 4go

when | was an ener

getic and buoyvant and
athletic {and an extremely
curious) school-girl 1 was also
[somewhat paradaxicallyl a vo
racious reader who hunted out
old classics and sundry othes
musty and dusty volumes and
tomes from the equally dusty
shelves of silent libraries of
whichever school [ happened
to be in at the moment (my fa
ther had a transferable job and
| was rarely in one school for
more than two or three years)
Anyway. during one ol my for-
aging trips to the library |
came upon a book — sadly. |
have forgotten the name, but it
might have been one by JD
Salinger — which had an epi-
graph which stuck in my brain
and has haunted me all my
growing years. The epigraph
posed an ancient Zen Buddhist

riddle. "We know the sound of
two hands clapping, but what

L

is the sound of one hand clap
ping?” Intriguing question!
Enough even to beluddle the
Hegelian synthesizers ol today
to make the Kantian dualists
go into a spin— butl perhaps
make the Lockeans think and
attemipt 1o find a resolution to
the puzzle

In all modesty, | am no
philosopher. though one could
call me a philosopher mangue.
When and why do we use two
hands for clapping? We clap to
applaud in celebration of some
incident or event or perior-
mandce: sometimes to atiract
attention to ourselves il we are
speaking words of value to a
group of inattentive listeners:
we even clap in joy at some ex-
traordinary or epiphanic mo-
ment even when we are alone;
we also clap with our two
hands to send a secret signal

o some secret messenger: and
of course. we stand up and
clap vigorously with our Iwo
hands at the arrival of certain
noble and iHustrious person
ages whom we respect and
admire.

Do we ever clap with one
hand. and if we do. then what
would it sound like?” To me.
the sound of one hand clap-
ping is the soft swishing sound
of a soft palm rubbed over the
surface of pure raw Rajshahi
silk. The sound of one hand
clapping is the loving hand
placed on a child's or lovers
cheek in a slow and soothing
caress. It i8 the firmn grip of a
reliable partner in life who can
lead one to safety: it is the mu-
sic of Orpheus bringing Eury-
dice back from the underworld
to let the sun shine full on her
beautiful face.

The sound of one hand
clapping is never, repeat ne-
per. the sound of a cruel and
angry slap; it is never the clap
lobviously. 1 am euphemisti-
cally referring to the Shakes-
pearean/sexual meaning of the
word "clap”]. The sound of one
hand clapping may take the
lorm of a kind warning, a red-
alert flag in a fleeting moment
of danger. but it is never a
harsh rebuff or an insolent
rebuttal or an unjust refusal.

The sound of one hand
clapping is the pious hand of a
venerable and adored elder
placed on our heads in bless-
ing or benediction. The sound
of one hand clapping is love
and veneration and joy.

) Greatl Buddha. is the
sound of one hand clapping
also the sound of the pink and
white lotus and the purple hy-
acinth blooming in this green
waterland of ours?

f,_ The capilal's tokai bovs have

achieved Slar-dom in the edi
torial of the same paper. A be
lated recognition well-de-
served for their mini-punch
cortribution at the national
political Jevel. Plain living and
high thinking, without using
paper (wait for the jute paper).
and that sort of thing.

When a half-naked Mahatma
could liquidate the Raj in the
subcontinent, then no eyebrow
need be raised inm surprise
when Dhaka's politically-
beloved street urchins bring
about the activities of the na-
tion to a halt by enforcing the
political hartals (strikes)
through their play-while-you-
work techniques. These uned-

ucated half-naked boys can

make or unmake a hartal —
even voluntarily. Some bak-
shish can work wonders. Qur

legislators have a grey area Lo

put in black and white: how to
prevent the political exploita-
tion of the tokais. Who says we

do not practice: democracy

right from the

level?
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Exploited Tokais!

by Alif Zabr
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The potential influence the
tokais wield and exert is im-
mense, considering the loss of
several hundred million Taka
for each day of hartal. Perhaps
Harkin's legal scribes have
been properly briefed on the
political influence exerted by
the tokais in the developing
courntries. |

I am writing this column on
a hartal day. I told my family |
was going for a walk as the
streets were clear (they know
[ never go walking. and prefer
yoga exercises). | picked up
the half-frame camera (small
enough to hide in the palm)
and got some glorious shots of
the tokais in action.

There appears to be littie
doubt that. if the hartal calls

continue at the frequency te-
cided lately by the Opposition
parties, then the growing gen-
eration could turn Bangladesh
into a sporting nation (we have
to wait quite a while for sport-
ing politics). Statistically. the
children, the youth and the
adult were playing wvarious
games in the parks. The tokals
had turned the roads into
playgrounds (local games] al-
most every 200 metres.

There was no sign of any
political activity during my 25-
minute walk. We seem to have
taken to political disruptions
as the ducks take to the water.
The under-age lokais are a
great deterrent. For the organ-
isers, the cost of organising a
hartal is cheap. For the citi-
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zens it is costly (imagine tht)

cost of replacing the wind-
shield of the car).

| interviewed my schoolboy
son, who is a victim, along
with his team mates, of tokai
gang raids in the park oppo-
site. Their nuisance and dis-
ruption power is great. The
tokai footballs (more than one)
land up in several badminton
courts and on the cricket

pitch every now and then.

They copy the styles of
Maradona and Baggio and chal-
lenge other boys teams to a
game or two. The tokai boys
are proud of their talent. They
willingly volunteer as substi-
tute fielders when the batmen
need runs!

Some NGOs are planning
rehabilitation programmes for
these bright. smiling but un-
fortunate children in coordi-
nation with the governments
development projects. One lo-
cal video producer is trying to
resource a video documentary
on the legendary tokais.

[ wish them good luck!
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N this compuler age, one
I would think choosing a

prospective husband —
or wite — and then marrying,
having children and raising
them are as simple as picking
apples.

No sireee — especially if you
live in the Middle East and, as
a practising Muslim. you go by
the hook. Or in many cases, by
beliefs. tradition and, to some
extent, old wives tales. Here
are some interesting pleces of
advice: |

Would-be-bride — Take a
small piece of a bride's veil and
place it under your pillow il
you are pushing 21 and still

down the aisle. If you do that,
chances are you'd be married
within the year. Many spin-
sters who did just that will tell
you it's a lot of baloney. So, the
next step is to place a picture
of your "crush™ under your pil-
low again and sleep on it
Honeymooners will be the first
to attest to the efficacy of this
method.

Brides — Watch out as you
cut that wedding cake. If your
husband’'s hand is placed over
yours, he will dominate the
marriage, but if your hand is on
top. then you will be in the po-
sition of power. After the first
day of marriage, friends en-
gquire of the bride and- groom
"Min dabah Al-Bseined?' (Who
killed the cat?) If you gave the

!

@'st order on that day, you will

waiting for a man to march you -

- ]

diary

'How tos' from Old Wives

wear the pants in the family,
otherwise, your husband will.

Two sisters marrying two
brothers are told that one of
the two couples will be child-
less, If this unlucky couple
does have children, il is be-
lieved that they will be either
abnormal or imbeciles. In
some Lebanese villages where
two brides happen to get mar-
ried on the same day, the first
will under no cirecumstance be
allowed to enter a house where
the second is seated as this
means no children. The seated
bride must return to the door
and both brides then enter to-
gether.

Expectant mothers —
Assuming you have safely
jumped these hurdles, you are
now expecting your first child.
Avoid being severely shocked.
If you fail to avoid this, your
child will come out cross-eyed.
Pregnant women often crave
for extraordinary things such
as strawberries out of season,
tons of pickles, etc. It is dan-
gerous to deny an expeclant
mother her heart's desire as
this will leave a mark on the

child. Superstition thus ex-
plains birthmarks in the shape
of strawberries, pickles, kid-
neys, etc.

An expectant mother can't
wait to know whether the
child will be a boy or a girl
Don't "die" of suspénse. All you
have to do is take a threaded
needle and dangle it above the
pregnant woman's wrist. If the
needle moves sideways. the
child will be a girl; if it moves
lengthwise, it's a boy (This
method has been proven 100
per cent right).

Another way of predicting
the child's sex is to take the
mother's name, her mother's
name, the names of the moth-
ers of conception and ex-
pected birth, then add all the
letters. An odd number pre-
dicts a boy., an even number. a
girl.

To ensure that no harm will
come to mother and child,
some women bring out a coal-
burner, pour incence over it
and ask the expectant mother
to circle the stove three times
while an incantation is chanted
over her.

Mothers — You are now tﬂ
proud parent of a son or
daughter, There are several |
ways (o protect your children |
Necklaces with blue heads or |
blue eyes will ward off the "evil |
eye.” If you feel that some peo
ple looked at your child envi
cusly, then spray all your
rooms with incense after they
have left the house This will
drive away all evil spirits.

A childs growth will be
slow if someone steps over his
clothes. There is. however 2a
cure for this. Take the child to
a first-born name who will
then dip him into the sea and
later walk him through black:
berry bushes.

If parents have only one
child and cannot have more, P
they need not despair. Take
the child and dip him into a
well. Then makes sure that he
does not eat a sheep's leg or
brain until other children have
done so.

The first child can then
partake of as much sheep as he
warnts.

Finally. if you want your haby
girl to have hairless legs and
arms, smear these body parts
with the blood of a freshly
slaughtered bat Immediately
after birth. This will ensure fu
ture hairlessness.

Old wives tales certainly
have the problemn of child birth |
and child care all worked out
comfortably.

— Depthnews Aﬁy

'American Literature

Contintted from page 10
In the 1880s and 1890,

whern Wharton first was flexing
her creative muscles, and as
unprecedented waves of {immi-
grants poured into the city.
representatives of an earlier
influx — the so-called nouveaux
riches of post-Civil War
America — began to make their
presence felt. imperiling the
centuries-old cultural tradi-
tion. In the years that followed
the mass immigration. as
Wharton wrote about wealth
and privilege and high society
as an endangered species. (he
Inited States was experienc-

ing World War [, the
Depression and the New Deal.

Wharton experienced a
peripatetic career from the

1890s — when it began in
earnest -— through her death
two novels, Ghosts and The

Buccaneers. were published
posthumously). Major and mi-
nor works alternated through-
out that period, Only four nov-
els — The House of Mirth,
Ethan Frome., the Custom of
the Country and The Age of
Innocence — are considered
landmark fiction, although the
Buccaneers has had a resur-
gence of interest in the past

several years.

Of the short fiction. Roman
Fever, focusing on two women
in an ironic conflict with each

other, and The Other Two, a

comedy of manners cenlering
ont a New York aristocrat. are
among her more popular and
frequently-read tales.

The House of Mirth is the
story of the decline of a young
woman in aristocratic. society
even as she devélops as sense
of personal responsibility and
dedication to humanity. Ethan
Frome — a departure for
Warton — is a tragedy about
unrequited love and physical
disability. set against the harsh
landscape of rural New
England. The Custom of the

Country casts a critical eye i
a crafty and ambitious yourg
woman, equally on the society
that spavwned her.

Certainly The Age !
Innocence i1s the Whartor
piece most identifiable wart
the author 1n the late | 9490« .
century after the setting i 'he
book. Written 1in France
published in 1920 1t was &
caustic comment on the tribal
customs of the world Wharto
knew well from her childbiood
in the late 19th century

ATirl]

[t is that Wharton who £x
ists today as a formidabie e
ample of the richness and .
versitv of American literanire

' — SIS Feur
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Services for Peop

Continued from page 14
porting the school from its in-
ception in 1977.

Assistance for the Blind
Children (ABC) : ABC's function
has been to distribute braille
kits to blind children studying
in school. ABC has also helped
the treatment of blind chil-
dren through BNSB centres as
well as Islamic Eye Hospital at
Dhaka. ABC has bulilt hostels
for blind children who attend
the government scheme of in-
tegrated special classes in reg-
ular schools. It also arranges
games, sports and cultural ac-
tivities for the blind. ABC has a
well equipped Resource Cen-
tre for the blind in Joydevpur
(45 km from Dhaka city).

Bangladesh Drishtiheen
Foundation (BDF) : Established
in February, 1988, BDF is a
welfare and development or
ganization concerned to pro-

mote and safeguard the inter-
ests of visually handicapped in

Bangladesh BDF runs its own
education and rehabilitation
projects in Bhola district and
is continuing this process In
Narayvanganj}, Munshiganj
Madaripur. Comilla and Rajbari
districts (from 1992) covering
all thanas of the districts

The rehabilitation project
operates in three thanas of
Bhola district and supports
around 200 people every year
Most of these people are un
skilled and jobless: many are
beggars, Fieldworkers identity
those needing help and make
an assessment of their needs
with the aim ol helping visually
handicapped people to becorme
contributing member of their
families and communities
Fieldworkers give six weeks of

individua! training in the
clients own home Training
includes orientation and
mobility daily living skills
personal grooming home
managemen! manual dexterily,
etc. Alongside training the
project also gives cred)!
support so that visually

handicapped people can set up
work on their own and
become [inancially indepen
dent Loans are taken to set up
small scale businesses, such as
handicrafts and animal or
poultry rearing shops and so
on. BDF has started new work
in education for visually handi
capped children in its opera
tional areas Children bejiow
the age of 10 years will be ed
ucated alongside sighted chil
dren in local schools
Educational and Training
Facilities for the Deaf Children
The children with hearing
and/or speech defecis are |1
many ways mofe disadvantaged

than the blind children In

society where charity 1s a
virtue a blind person carn at
least take o Degging butl a
deaf and dumb person who 15
normal owtward view s
often taken 0 be Fraud Also

because blindness 15 obvious
and seems o be more of an al
fhiction. m ITHOT
done for 1
deaf

M I Nas DHert

he blind tharn for the
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PROG RAMMES
Srhools for [»a’ { hildre
T

SO lal Wellare [ oal o Wi

runs seven schools for the deaf
children situated in Dhaka.
Chittagong, Rajshahi, Khulna,
Chandpur, Faridpur and Sylhet.
The schools have capacity Lo
admit 700 children and pro-
vide residential [acilities for a

total of 180 children. The
others attend school I[rom
their homes. These schools

provide education up 0 pri-
mary level and instruction in

& =t

e with Disabilities

lrained Bangladeshi techni-
cians to do all works at the
"Hearing Centre" which has all
modern equipment for this

purpose. (Dept. of Soc. Ser.,
1990).

NON-GOVERNMENT ORGA-
NIZATION PROGRAMMES
There are four nen-gov-

ernment schools for the deaf
children managed by voluntary

>

painung and other suilable vo-
cational crafts

Tratming and Rehabilitation

ol the Adult Deal  The four
s hiools 1or the blind and deal
situalted in four Divisional

Headquarters are housed in a
complex of building within the
same premises with separate
arrangements for the two
groups of disabled children. In
the same complex are voca
tiotial training centers for the

deal! as for the blind Together

these centres are called
“Training and Rehabilitation
Centers for the Physically
Handicapped The vocational
section in the four composite
centers are integrated into a
singfle unit each managed by a
Work Manager Skill training
courses are ronducted by trade
instructors of this unit.
Employment Rehabilitation
Centre  The Vocational Train
ing fentre and Sheltered
Workshop snuated in Tongi for
the blind also has similar pro
gramunies for the deaf in the
same complex This project is
known as "Employment Re
habilitation Centre for the
Physically Handicapped cater
ing tor the blind and the deal
About 200 deaf ¢ hildren and
adults are given ftraining in
this cenire 1 various trades
S h as srwing. Arniting. «ar
peniry painting diwck jarmang
etc In addition 14 this there s
a Heartrig Centre catering for
vartous tyvpes ol services io
hearing mpaired ndividuas
sih as measurnng 'he heanng
diagnosing the type ol hearing
woms  roAbkInE e dies for beear
it aids Arw repabing of aids
Ascdwsboginin ariel Speec b Ther
frogn  Swed
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agencies located at Brahaman-
baria. Dhaka, Bogra and My
mensingh. These schools have
hostels for the boys. but the
giris have to attend school as
day-scholars.

Bangladesh National Federa-
tion: for the Deaf : It has set up
a school at Bijoynagar. Dhaka.
There are 140 students in the
school, of whom 60 are giris
Vocational training in various
trades such as tailoring, knit
ling, carpentry, painting etc 1s
a part of their programme

Hi-Gare : It is a school for
the hearing impaired children
started in 1982 by the Society
lor Education and Care of
Hearing lmpaired Children”
There are 21 trained teachers
and five audiologists on the
staff All children are advised

to use hearing aid The alm
and objective of the school is

to give scientifically speech
and language training to
children and elevate them to a
standard so that they can
attend the normal schooling
There are three more schools
of Hi-Care in different cities of
Bangiadesh where such speech
training is given. Counselling of
parents is an essential part of
the school programune

Society lor Assistance Lo
Hearing |Impaired Children
(SAHIC) @ SAHIC is a voluntary
non -gevernmental organizalion
established in February |987
tor prevention early detection
and care ol the heariig 110
paired childrer 11 Bangladesh

SAHIC s main programime 18
rhe National (entre {for Hear
Img & Speech at Mohakhali

ihiaka This centre has been
established by SAHIC 1n collab
sration with andhert Hilfe of

Germany. Functions of this
modern centre Is early detec-
tion of hearing impairment in
children, training of man-
power, training of teachers for
the deaf, guidance for parents
of the deaf children., making of
ear moulds and repairing and
maintenance of hearing aid.
The centre is equipped with
all the sophisticated modern
equipment and instrument re-

quired for these purposes.

Facilities for the Orthopedi-
cally Disabled ' There are only
three institutions that cater to
the needs of the crippled chil-
dren and adults, all of them
are siluated in Dhaka. One in
stitution is run by the govern
ment. while three others are
run by voluntary agencies

GOVERNMENT
PROGRAMMES

Rehabilitation Insttute and
Hospital for the [Misabled
(RIHD) © RIHD was started in
Dhaka by Professor R .J Gurst, a
visiting orthopaedic surgeon
on private capacity in June
1972 to treat the f[reedom
fighters injured during the
Liberation War T[his institute
has been taken over by the
government in 1973 Services
rendered in RIHD are;
Orthopaedic treatment includ
ing orthopaedic surgery phys
iotherapy and occupational
therapy and production of arti
ficial limbs (brace. walker
crutch, surgical shoe, cervical
collar, traction, back brace.
lumber corset., wheel chair
etc.)

NON-GOVERNMENT
PROGRAMMES
Crippled children Centre
Bangladesh Council for Child
Welfare, a voluntary agency
runs the "Crippled Childrer
Centre” 11 has a 50 hed haosp

ral known was Feroza Bart
{ nppled ¢ hildren Hospital
narned after its founder There

are four trained physiothera
pisis. one trained from India
Ihe Outdoor provides physio
therapeutic treatment to
crippled children  This year
4500 ¢ hildren have atiended

the outdoor centre and ob-

tained physiotherapy treat-
ment

The Residential Crippled
Children Centre : It is run by

the Women's Voluntary Organi-
zation (WVQ). This centre
vides residential facilities to
poor rural children from out-
side [Dhaka who are under
treatment at RIHD; 20 to 25
children can be accommo-
dated at a time as boarders.
Food lodging treatment and
all physical aids necessary are
provided free of cost

Centre lor the Rehabilita-
tion ol the Paralyzed (CRP) @ It
is also a non-government orga-
ntzation established in 1983
The aims of CRP is social,
physical. mental and economic
rehabilitartion of individuals
with spinal injury paraplegia.
tetraplegia and non-traumatic
paralysis So (ar thore than 500)
cases have been rehabilitated
A tearn of yualified doctors
physiotherapists, occupational
therapists, social workers,
nurses and other personnel
are required to carry out the
treatment and rehabilitation
work efficiently There is a
small pathology laboratory at

the centre to support tLhe
medical side The ‘metal
workshop attached to the

centre provides training to the
paralvszed as well as 1s &

prociuc tion unit for making
wheel thairs folding
comimode. triovele protontype
K Occupational  Therapy

[epartment’ ol CRP trains the
paralvzed in a variety ol
handicrafts including toys such
as buikding bricks jigsaw puz

rles, doll houses and puppets

These
ported to foreign countries if

crafts are often ex-

orders received. The 'wood
workshop produces furniture
for the centre. Outing, func-
lions and sports are also regu-
lar features of the centre. Fol-
lowing the selection by the
"National Games for the Dis-

able Association” of Bangladesh -

a group of young CRP students
attended the First World Youth
Sports for the Disabled in Not-
tingham, UK in 1986.
Educational and Training
Facilities for the Mentally Re-
tarded There are no govern
ment programme for the men-
tally retarded who have re-
mained most neglected and
uncared for in this country till
recently. There are two volun-
tary " organizations who run
training programme for the
retarded children and adult.
Society tor the Care and
Education of Mentally Re-
tarded  hildren Bangladesh’
(SCEMROC B which is basically
A Patents organnization. runs
Ll special education classes
tor the retarded integrated
with regular schools in Dhaka
city A total of 120 chikdren
rapging in age from five to 15
vears and 1Q ranging trom 40
o 700 years are enrolled in
thiese (lasses Bangladesh
Institute for the Mentally Re
tarded’ (BIMR) was €l up A8 a
ioint project of SCEMRC and
Nurwegiat A v ballon for
Mertally Retapded in 1982
The menially retarded who are
above 16 vears ol age are ad
mitted (nto the Vocational
Training Course After two
vears ot more lraining the
stidents can be hhansterred to

the sheltered workshop. Voca-
tional Training is provided in
the following areas :@: Huome-
craft, gardening. poultry. car-
pentry. handicraft and weav-
ing. A small group ol severely
mentally retarded children
with an IQ ranging from 20 to
35 are also admitted who get
training in basic skills of be-
havioural development. SCEM-
RCB has at present 21
branches all over Bangladesh. A
total of 960 students are en

rolled in special classes
including the branches.
Recently SCEMRCB has
expanded its programme by
starting "National Institute for
the Mentally Retarded’
(NIMR) in Dhaka city in a two
storied building. construction
of which has been financed by
the Governmenf.

Bangladesh  Protibondhi
Foundation [BPF) for the De
velopmentally Disabled started
its first project "Kalyani'. a
school for the mentally re
tarded, in May 1984. Children
are admitted in “Kalyanil
through the "Shishu Bikash
Clinic” where they are diag-
nosed by a psychologist and a
paediatrician through psycho-
logical and medical assess
ment. A total of 93 children
ranging in age from eight
months to 20 years have been
admitted. The training in-
cludes Infant stimulation,
programme for the severely
and mildly handicapped. pre-
vocational and vocational train-
ing for the adult retarded. Pre-
vocation and vocational train-
ing are provided in cooking.
sewing, handicraft and weav-
ing. Music. swimming and
gymnastics are also part of the
lraining programme.

"Distance Training Fackage”
is another unique programine
of BPF where the 'outreach
children coming from far away
places are referred and their
parents are trained through a
pictorial guide called 'package .
After assessment and training,
appropriale ‘package accord-
ing to the level of child's hand

_wap is given {o the parents.

who are asked to revisit alter
progress is made so that 4 new
package and turther training
could be continued.

Teachers (raining pro
gramme and research is an
important area of BPF. Teach-
ers' Training courses (long and
short) are run by professionais
who volunteer to give their
Lime as resource persons Re
cently the one year teachers
training course of BPF is in the
process of being affiliated with
IER of Dhaka University From
1987 o 1990 BPF in collabora
ton with Psvchology Depart
ment ol Dhaka University and
Columbia University. New York
conducted a nationwide Epi
demiological Study on Child
hood Disability on 10.000
children of Bangladesh to de
termine the prevalence ol
blindness., deafness. mental
retardation, motor disability
and seizure among children
aged between 2 and Y vears

Government Sponsored Na-
tional Centre for Special Edu
cation : With the support ol
Norwegian Association for the
Blind. Deal and Mentally Re
tarded, Bangladesh Govern
ment has built a "National Cen
tre tor Special Education to

T i S = .

provide facilities for the deal
blind and the mentaliy re
tarded and to train teachers
required to teach these b
dren. The building tor 1he
complex situated in Mirpur
Dhaka has been completed o
cently The Government
has a plan to start a braile
press to facilitate the edaia
tion of the blind

‘Shishu Bikash Kendro
(Child Development Centre| in
Dhaka Shishu (Children s)
Hospital : This centre has
outpatient clinic  where
children with all kinds
disahilities and impatrmenr=
are screened and diagnosed
Treatment or rehabilitation 1=
provided wherever necessan
The centre has paediartow ial
neurologist, psvchologist aiis
physiotherapist who dare e
qualified and tramed fo e
with disabled
problems

Special Education Depart
ment, Institute of Education &
Research (IER), University of
Dhaka - This department has
been opened in IER Dhak
University in March 1994
offers a regular programme
studies in Special Education a
the post-graduate level for st
dents intending to
teachers for special ¢hildres
the deaf. blind and
handicapped. this programunr
enjoys the distinction of being
the first course of its kind in
Bangladesh. A successiul com
pletion of a one vear and

two-year p anune ol studes
would entitle the student 1¢

Epl:f.:'fi'h'ﬂ}f to [th‘lt‘lld in S
cial Education and ™M Ed &
Special Education degree
Deparunent of Special Eduic

- tionn is within the lostitoie !
Education amd Research
versity of Dhaka. enjoying 1he
facilities of separdte roomis T
the staff. a conference 100
and several smaller rooms o
be utilized later as resource
centres. In addition, all the la
cilities of 1IER are also avatiabie

Conclusion

The services and faciiihies
that are existing for the diler
ent categories ol disabled pes
sons in Bangladesh are ey
meagre in relation o {he
needs and demands of the (s
abled population. Most ol the
services that are existing dare
based in the urhan arcas As a
result, the majority of the dis
abled persons living ui the iu
ral areas are deprived ol these
services. Lastly. there 1= 0o
legiglation to protect 1l

also

Er e

WA T A B

e it e WAL

.i""'lt"

e
nghts of the disabled tor equal
opportunity in all respedts
health. education employ e
and so forth

Therefore, we have a oha
way to go tor developing a
comprehensive senvice sysiem
ranging from maternal and
chilkd health services as med
sure of prevention ol disability
1o education. training, pre vo
cational counselling place
ment on the job follow up
services A lamily assistance

tor the rehabilitation ol the
Jisabed
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Research, Dhaka Universily
and General Secretary. Bang
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