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Writ against JS boycott

Appealforlargerbench
to be heard Sunday

An application for constitut-
ing a larger bench for hearing
Lthe writ petition regarding Lhe
boycolt of Parllament by the
Opposition will be heard on
. December 4. reports BSS.

While resuming hearing on
the wril yesterday, the counsel
for Opposition leader Sheikh
Hasina. K S Nabl, said "We
made our submission on the
question of maintainability. We
want the court to give its deci-
ston first on the issue of main-
tainability and then only. if
necessary, we shall argue on
the merit of the case. Since
the court has not given any de-
cision on maintainability, we
shall file an application before
this court to refer the matter
to the Chief Justice for consti-
tuting a larger bench.”

#oudud Ahmed, one of the
defendants, filed an applica-
uon for constituting a larger
bench. He also said that his
counsel, Rafiqul Hugq. is ill and
will argue the matter as soan
as he recovers.

Jamaat leader Moulana
Matiur Rahman Nizami's coun-
sel Abdur Razzaq said he had

prepared an applicatign for a
larger bench but the swearing

HC bench
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Rafigul Huq, Bar at Law ap-

peared for Moudud Ahmed and
Moinul Huq appeared for Abul
Khaitr Litu.

Attorney General Aminul.
Hug. Deputy Attorney General
Amirul Kabir Chowdhury and
Assistant Attormey General Mir
Hasmat Ali appeared for the
slate

of the affidavit could not
completed and the same mh:l
be submitted gn the next date
of hearing.

The petitioner's counsel.
Mohanunad Ali, said that a
copy of the application for a
larger bench was supplied to
him on November 17 last but it
has not been filed in court so
far although attentéon of the
respondents’ counsel was
drawn to the fact before the
court. Therefore, thére was
nothing left on merit. he ar-
gued.

Counsel Mohammad Ali fur-
ther said that the submission
on the question of maintain-
ability on behalf of all the re-
spondents (Sheikh Hasina.
Moudud Ahmed and Moulana
Nizami] had already been
completed.

He further sald that in the
writ petition. it is an admitted
fact that they are members of
Parliament, they are
continuously from Parliament
and they have taken no leave
from Parliament. So there is
nothing left on merit.

The court comprising Jus-
tice Kazi Shafiuddin and Jus-
tice Kazi A T Monwar Uddin.
after hearing both sides

ordered that the application_

lor constituting a larger bench
would be heard Sunday next.

Asrarul Hossain, Moham-
mad Ali, Abu Baker Siddique
and Humayun Kabir Bulbul ap-
peared for the petitioner.

K 5 Nabi, Moudud Ahmed
and Abdur Razzaq appeared for
the respondents.

More family support needed
for preventing AIDS

Government |[eaders, do-
nors_and experts at a dis-
cussion on AIDS in Dhaka yes-
terday stressed the need for
more family support to provide
nursing to AlDS wvictims and
tr prevention of the incurable
disease, reports UUNB.

hey said the persons with
AIDS [Acquired Immune De-
ficiency Syndrome] need more
family support for good living
as families are the major care-
providers for the victims of the
killer disease.

"Preventive measures and
proper nursing for the HIV-
AIDS infected people must be
erisured in the {family.” Health
and Family Welfare Minister
Chowdhury Kamal Ibne Yusuf
told the discussion.

He said the only weapon for
control and prevention of the
disease is changing behaviour

through information and
knowledge.
National AIDS Prevention

and Control Programme of the
Health Services Directorate
nrganised the discussion at the
Sasakawa auditorium of the
ICDDR.B marking the inaugu-
ration of the World.AIDS Day
programmes in Dhaka.

The Day is being observed
acrross the country with the
theme “AIDS and the Family:
Families Take Care” with a call
for raising awareness of the
AIDS pandemic. The United
Nations had earlier declared
1994 as the International Year
of the Family.

The cumulative number of
HIV (Human Immune Defi-
ciency Virus) infections to date
exceeds 17 million werldwide
and il the present trend

continues, the figure will we
more than double to reach 30-
10 million by the year 2000.

The official figure of AIDS
positive is one million world-
wide while the unofficial over
four million.

In every single day, accord-
ing to the World Health
Organisation (WHO) estimate,
over 6,000 people are being
infected by HIV that ultimately
develops into AIDS.

Delivering key-note speech,
Chairman of Technical Co-
mmittee of the National AIDS
Committee (NAC) Major
General (retdl M R Khan
more than 300,000 people
have so far been tested in
Bangladesh and 33 of them
were identified HIV-positive.

He. however, said the actual
number of HIV positive is over
20.000 in the country. “In
Bangladesh, an epidemic has
started,” said the renowned

physician.

Five people were found
AlDS-positive and three of
them, all male, died. Another
two are female — one of them
is the wife of the first AIDS
victim.

The NAC has identified the
core group of the infected
people as majority of the vic-
tims are immigrant workers,
Khan said.

- To prevent the disease and
reduce new infection, he sug-
gested a three point formula —

education of safe sex., control
and treatment of STDs
(sexually, transmitted dis-
eases| and free supply of ¢on-
doms and dispasable syringes.

BNP-Opposition meet with
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to name their representatives
lo Lhe mool. But Salman Rah-
man said he was expecling the
names ioday.

It is likely that the BNP
would nominate Deputy Leader
of the House Prof A O M
Badruddoza Chowdhury to
head its team as the Awami
League is learnt to have put a
condition that the ruling
party’'s representation has to
he at par with that of it.

Earlier on November 22, an
emergency meeting of the
FBCCI executive committee
decided to invite the political
parties to apprise themp of the
impact of the political uncer-
tainties on the national econ-
omy after the collapse of the
Commonwealth-brokered dia-
logue.

The FBCCI president yes-
terday also had a meeting with
a group of ambassadors, inclu-
ding those of the important
donior countries. Rahman said
the envoys lent their support
to the FBCCI initiative in bring-
ing together the two sides.

Addressing the lunction. ar-
ranged by the Bangladesh Rub-
ber Industries Association in
connection with its AGM,
Salman Rahman categorically
said the business community
would maintain complete neu-
trality while sitting with the
political parties.

The Rubber Association's

function also included a recep-
tion to the newly elected
FBCC] president and the ex-
ecutive commitiee.

"We will remain hundred
per cent neutral. we will not
give any political opinion”,
Rahman said.

The FBCCI chief appealed to
the members of the business
community to remain united
irrespective of their political
beliefs to make the initiative a
SUCCess.

“"We have to rise above
political beliefs of our own,
otherwise the initiative will
fail”, he said.

Rahman also appealed to
the political parties to reach a
settiement for the sake ﬂf na-
tional econemy.

"I believe all political prnh-
lems could be overcome if
economic problems are re-
solved ... but nothing would
proceed in the economic front
if the present political uncer-
tainty continues any further.”

Salman Rahman told the
cheering audience that he, in
keeping with his election
pledge 1o strengthen then
FBCCI secretariat, has already
received commitment of a
fund of Tk 2 crore for the fed-
eration from local business-
MET.

Foreign donors and agen-
cies also expressed their
readiness to contribute to the
fund, he said.
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Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia addressed s huge public meeting at Kalmakanda in
Netrakona district yesterday.
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‘Seoul confce calls to strengthen

democracy for development

SEOUL. Dec 1: A two-day
conference of the Forum of
Democratic Leaders in the
Asia-Pacific (FDL-AP) began
here this morning, with a call
lo strengthen democracy for
ensuring sustamable develop-
ment.

Some 500 statesmen. par-
liamerntarians, academicians,
journalists and officials of in-
ternational organisations from
30 courntries including’/ South
Korea gathered here to discuss
the stale of democracy in the
Asia-Pacific region.

Former Philippines presi-
dent Corazon C Aquino and
South Korea's human rights ac-
tivist Kim Dae-Jung, chairman
of a lfoundation bearing his
name. are jointly hosting the
conference, first ol 115 kind in
the region.

In her welcome address.
Corazon Aquino said that
democracy has now emerged
as the original and natural
state of human society. But she
added that this fact has been
ignored by ’'leflt-wing dictators
or the right-wing self-styled
authoritarians .

She pointed out that con-
trary to the beliel of some,
democracy was already prac-
tised in Asia as far back as
2500 years belore Christ.

Corazon Aquino, 61. who
wis insialled in power aflter
the success ol the military-
backed civilian uprising in the
Philippines. said: "The peo-
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ple s power was invincible be
causc il was not just pul to-
gether by philosophies but by a
faith in the universal equality
of mgn.’

She said although the values
of democracy are universal and
Ltimeless. there is a time thal
the peoples of the world
should unite to promoie those
valiies,

‘Indeed. lel us nol say it is
time for democracy. for demo-
criwy is Limeless. Lel us say.
rather it is time Lo act as one
tor the return ol democracy to
all Asia and the world." Cora-
20N noled.

During the inaugural ses-
sion, messages from world lea-
ders payving tribule to demo-

cracy were read oul.

In @« message, wishing suc-
cess of the conference, Bangla-
desh Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia said. "The end of
Cold War has opened up op-
portunities lor all the nations
lo establish and strengthen de-
moeratic governance. In Bang-
ladesh. democracy is hegin-
ning to take roots. We are now
secking to institutionalise and
promote democratic values
and processes reflecting whi-
shes of the people. We believe
democracy and development
are interlinked and our com-
mitment to develop bath is
total.” '

United Nations Secretary
General Boutros Boutros-Ghali.

i his message, said democ-
racy is essential for peace and
development, two primary
concerns of our Lime,

"Democracy is thus a global
issue, and the relation between
democracy within nations and
democracy among nations is
increasingly recognised. As
Secretary General. ] am com-
mitted to advancing the Uni-
tedd Nations' new role in demo-
cratising international rela-
tions,” Ghali said.

Other congratulatory mes-
sages read oul at the opening
session came from former US
president Jimmy Carter,
former Soviet President Mik-
hail Gorbachev, Pakistan Prime
Minister Benazir Bhytto, Phi-
lippines President Fidel Ra-
mos, Japanes€ Prime Minister
Tomiichi Murayama. Thal
Prime Minister Chuan Leekpal,

Swedish Prime Minister Ingvar,

Carlson and many more lead-
ers. -

During discussions al the
working sessions today, the
Myanmar situation figured
prominently. A special resolu-
lion on Myanmar is likely to be
adopted tomorrow.

'From Bangladesh [former
[oreign minister Dr Kamal
Hossain. former foreign secre-
tary Fakhruddin Ahmed. and
former secretary Hedayet Ah-
med. representing the UNES-
CO. are participating in the
conference. £

Corruption cases

From I’Eltgt: 1 Col 6

lired deputy director of the
Directorate of Shipping, Abdus
Shukur alleges that in July
1979 the accused hired bogus
freedom fighters on Bangla-
desh Shipping Corporation
vessels instead of employing
17 genuine freedom fighters,
thereby deriving personal gain
by forgery and misuse of his
powers.

Two cases had been filed
against the proprietor of SS
Enterprise Shahidul Alam for
evading tax on imported glass
sheets by preparing false in
voices which deprived the

- government an income of Tk

4.66 lakh. _

The anti-corruption bureau
also charged Shahidul Alam of
evading Tk 3.54 lakh in taxes.
Charges were also brought
against the clearing and for-
warding (C&F) agents and cus-
toms officials who connived
with Alam.

A similar case has been
jodged with the Kotwali thana
against sheet glass importer
Didarul Alam of Messers Bro-
thers Associates for evading a
Tk 6.03 lakh tax with the help
of some C&F agent and Chitta-
gong port custons oflicials,

Finance ministry
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six crore voters of the country.
The high-level meeting fol-
lowed the passage of the
Representation of People's
Améndment Bill, 1994 on

Wednesday empowering the

EC with the authority of issu-
ing identity cards for the vot-
ers. ;
Chief Election Commi-
ssioner (CEC) Justice Md
Abdur Rauf, Finance and
Planning secretaries, members
of the Planning Commissjon
and election commissianers
attended the meeting at the
Finance Ministry.

The finance minister re-
quested the CEC to start the
concerned procedures and di-
rect his ministry to release
nec fund to meet the ini-
tial expenditures for issuing
identity cards.

~The finance minister di-
rected the Economic Relations
Division (ERD) to seek techni-
cal assistance for the comput-
erised systems involved in the
process.

The meeting was also in-
formed of the Election Commi-
ssion's plan to recruit six lakh
volunteers to collect correct
data and information about the
estimated six crore voters.

the Jatiya

By Staff Correspondent

.'Ruling party legislator Fa-
rida Rahman failed to appear

in Parliament once again yes-
terday to seek the Chair's
permission for moving her Bill
seeking certain amendments
to the Muslim Family Law Or-
dinance.

The lady MP was also absent
on the previous private mem-
bers’ day. '

In fact, Farida Rahman did
enter the House yesterday, but
left immediately before her

name was called by Deputy

Speaker Humayun Khan Panni
asking her to move the Bill for
‘immediate consideration’ by
Sangsad (JS).

A top ranking leader of the
ruling Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) later informed
The Daily Star, on condition of

- anonymity, that Farida Rahman

had been advised by party
stalwarts not to assert her case
in the House.

According to them, the Bill,
although a progressive one,

would eventually affeet the
party's popularity among the
menfolk living in the rural ar-

~ £as.

Farida Rahman, however,
could not be reached for any
comment last night.

In the proposed Bill, Farida
Rahman sought replacement of
the Union Council chairman
with an assistant judge as the
head of the arbitration council
in dealing with family disputes
such as divorce.

Meanwhile, eight out of ten
treasury bench MPs whoe had
moved separate resolutions in
the House were also absent
yesterday.

Two MPs who did move
their resolutions eventually
withdrew them at the request
of the ministers concerned.

There was no question-an-
swer session yesterday.

The Deputy Speaker ad-
journed the session at 7:30 pm
to resume again at 6:00 pm
Sunday.
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‘ment but also threatened to

resist its agitation, at a JCD
rally in the city recently.

Nasim further said the bill
passed unilaterally by the trea-
sury bench members on
strengthening the  Election
Comuinission would not ensure
fair polls. "A fair poll is only
possible under a non-party,
neutral caretaker administra-
tion."

The bill for strengthening
the EC cannot be an alternative
to constitutional provisions for
elections under a caretaker
gmrtrnmmt Nasim told the
newsmen.*

- The government-sponsored
bill was introduced and passed
only to confuse the people and
to counter the demand for a
caretaker government, he said.
Referring to the Opposition

outline for a caretaker gov-_

ernment, he said they had also
suggested empowering the
Election Commission and re-
forming the electioh laws.

He id election was free
and fais in 1991 with the EC
having its existing powers be-
cause it was supervised by a
caretaker government. But, he
.added. vote dacoity was com-
mitted in the 1986 polls under
a party government although

Opposition undecided

the EC had the same powers.
The meeting was attended

- by Sajeda Chowdhury. Tofael

Ahmed, Suranjit Sengupta,
Rahmat Ali, S S Haldar, K M
Jahangir, Sheikh Harunur

- Rashid, Prof Abdul Mannan and

Khan Tipu Sultan of the Awami
League, Moudud Ahmed, and
Anwar Hossain Manju ol 'the
Jatiya Party, Matiur Rahman
Nizami and Sheikh Ansar Ali of
the .Jamaat-e-Islami, Salahud-
din Kader Choudhury of NDP
and Obaidul Haq of the 10J,

Sarajevo airport
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diplomacy, not force. is the
best way to deal with conllict.

The latest American ap-
proach centres on a call for an
international peace conference
that may allow Bosnian Serbs
seek changes in the peace plan
they repeatedly have rejected,
That plan requires them'to
cut their .holdings in Bosnia

from 70 per cent to 49 per
cent.

However, in an a nt
attempt to beef up its air

‘power over Bosnia, NATO has

asked Germany to add its
warplanes to the allied forces
on hand in case air strikes are
called against the Serbs.

| and

By Staff Correspondent

Out of every one thousand
children aged two to nine in

_the country. 88 suffer from

different types of disability. ac-
cording to an estimate by the
Bangladesh Protibandhi Foun-
dation.

But most of these children
can be trained to overcome
their problems. What |Is
needed for this is adequate
number of trainers and aware-
ness among the people.

This was stated by renow-
ned paediatrician prof M R
Khan vyesterday at a press
conference on the eve of a
three-day regional seminar on
chiidhood disability beginning
in_the city tomorrow.

The first such regional sem
inar will bripg together some
250 people working for the
disabled children from across
Bangladesh and 50 others from
India. Pakistan, Sri Lanka.
Japan, USA and some other
countries. '

"Al least 50 per cent chil-
dren suffering from different
types of disability tan be saved
if those are monitored before
the age of 12 and they can be
given adequate training,” Prof
of Psychology and Chairman of
the Department of Special
Education of Dhaka University
Sultana S Zaman said at the
press conference.

She said 80 per cent of the
world's total disabled people,
an estimated 500 million, be-
long to the developing coun-
tries,

Director of Impact-Bangla-
desh, a NGO, Monsur Ahmed
Chowdhury said about 1.2
million people in the country
were totally or partially blind
but there were hardly any
educational or vocational
training facilities for them.

There ‘were only five resi-
dential schools which provided
primary education to some
300 blinds per year while
some 200 blinds were pro-

. vided high school education at

47 schools around the country,
he said. There were only two
vocational training centres
which trained 130 blinds an-
nually, he added.

. The seminar is being organ-
ised by the Protibandhi Foun-
dation, Child Development
Unit of Dhaka Shishu Hospital
and the Departinent ol Special
Education of the DU — jointly
sponsored by the ODA,
UNICEF, Caritas, British Coun-
cil and the UNESCO.

5 acquitted of
attacking
minister's car

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Dec 1: Moulana
Habibur Rahman. principal.
Kazirbazar madrassah, and a
leader of the Bangladesh
Khelafat Majlish and four other
accused persons have been ac-
quitted of the chargeée of
damaging the official car of the
Jute Minister. ’

The District and Sessions

Judge, Sylhet, delivered the
verdict yesterday. Jute
Minister Hannan Shah's car
was attacked by some angry
people here on July 31 last
when a public meeting of the
BNP was going on.
A case against 48 teachers
students® of Kazirbazar
madrassah was lodged with
Sylhet Kotwali PS. Police im-
mediately arrested some of the
accused and later submitted
chargesheets against five. in-
cluding the prineipal of the
madrassah. *

BMA poll's
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“and Chittagong. were not im-

mediately available.

BMA sources pointed out
that the final outcome of the
polls would depend on the re-
sults ol this two centres.

Some 3133 BMA meinbers
oul of a total of 3835 in Dhaka

| cast Lheir votes at the BMA

central ‘office in the city from
8 am to 5 pm.

While voting was peaceful,
the BMA Election Commission
caught four persons
were trying to cast false votes.

According to BMA sources,
the over-all voting was be-
tween 75 and B85 per cent.

The five presidential candi-
dates alongwith their panel
members were seen carrying
out the last moment campaign-
ing at the BMA central office in
the capital for the whole day.

Presidential candidate for
the BMA executive council. Dr
T A Chowdhury, expressing his
satisfaction over the voting
said that it had been very
spontaneous.
telephone at around 9.30 pm
last night, that the election re.
sults outside Dhaka we
favouring them.

Dr Nurul Islam expressed
his satisfaction over the polling
and added that he was confi-
dent about his victory.

The BMA has a total of
11932 voters. The highest
number of voters Is in Dhaka,
followed by Chittagong where
the number is 1033. Thus, the
voting results of Dhaka was a
decisive factor in this biennial
election.

while they

He added over
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SAARC poll observer group
i Maldi

COLOMBO. Dec |l: A seven-member observer

from

group
six South Asian Association for Regional Ceoperation [SAARC)
countries are in the Maldives to monitor the parllamentary

elections due Friday,

the Maldivian High Commission in

Colombeo announced today. The observer group whose pris-
ence in the Maldives.is at the invitation of the Maldives gov-
ernment. comprises two from Bangladesh and one each from
Bhutan, India, Nepal Pakistan and Sri Lanka, reports Xinhua.

Nepal parliament session
from Dec 14

KATHMANDU. Dec

1: King of Nepal Birendra has decided

to summon the Bth session of the House of Representatives,
or the first session of the newly elecied lower house on
December 14, according to the parliament secretariat. The
new lower house was elected out through the mid-termn poll

held on Novernber 15 ailer the former

lower house was dis-

solved on July 12, reports Xinhua.

| Poll violence leaves
4 dead in India

HYDERABAD, India. Dec 1.
Clashes among rival political
groups left at least four per-
sons dead and 20 injured
Thursday in two states' legisla-
ture polls seen as a test of
Prime Minister P V Narasimha
Rao's popularity. reports AP.

The clashes occurred
mostly in Andhra Pradesh, the
home state of Rao, where lefl-
ist guerillas called for a boycott
of the elections in their north-
ern stronghold to protest suc-

- cessive corrupt governments.

The neighbouring state of
Karnataka was peaceful. But
one political activist was killed
when a mob hurled roeks at
him while he tried to mobilize
yoters.

Polling was considered to
be peaceful by Indian stan-
dards, where dozens of people
have in the past been killed on
the day of the balloting. More
than half of the 38 million vot-

ers cast their ballots across the

two states Thursday.

In Ahdhra Pradesh. police
said they also killed three mili-
tants of the People War Group.
a rebel group fighting for poor
farmers that carried out a
series of sabotage incidents in
the final weeks of .the cam-
paign to disrupt the voting. At

least 29 people were killed in
land mine r.tpim blamed
on Lthe group. ;

Two of the deaths in the
state were blamed on explo-
sives hurled during clashes po-
litical rivals.

US embassy request
to tourist visa

applicants

The American embassy in
Dhaka yesterday requested the
tourist visa applicants who do
not need to visit the United
States in December to post-
pone Lheir applications (ill
January in view of the rush in
ils consular section. reports

“NB!'RT the past several years,
a USIS press release said. the
consular section has seen sub-
stantial increase in tourist visa
applicants in the month of

December.
As a result, visa lines are

much longer than usual. and
all applicants in line cannot be
processed each day. In
Jarary, the demand will be

less and lines will be shorter.
An applicant has to pav Tk

820 as visa application. This is
processing fee and non-re-
fundable.

Angry Ansars revolt
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mands were met.
It also announced plans for
road barricade in front of the
Shafipur "Ansars Academy on
December 6 and a 3-day work
stoppage beginning the same
day. :

Their demands include
implementation of salary, al-
lowances and other facilities
recommended by the con-
cerned Secretary, regularisa-
tion of the battalion Ansars
members, end to 'repression'
by the battalion and company
commanders, and forced re-
tirement
working as battalion comman-
ders and assistant battalion
commanders. .

An Ansars constable at Khil-
gaon said that over the years
they had only received assur-
ances from their officers. but
nothing was done about their
demands. '

He said an Ansars constable
gets only Tk 45 a day as salary,
whereas even a sweeper draws
much higher pay as a regular
employee of the force.

None of the Ansars officials
or the Deputy Commissioner
or Superintendent of Police of
Gazipur was available for com-

ment till writing of this report

at late last night. They were
said to be on the scene at the
Shatipur Ansars Academy.

Our Staff Correspondent

adds: At the Khilgaon Ans.rs
heacdqguarters late last night,
lhis correspondent found the
entire compound under the

of the armymen

control  of the militant uni-
formed sepoys.

According te one defliani
constable guarding the main
entrance, the revolting Ansars
were detaining five senior offi-
cials inside the compound.

"We will continue to abstain
from work until our legitimate
demands are met by the au-
thorities." he said while de-
clining to disclose his identity.

When another group of

Ansars, standing nearby, were
asked how the apparent rebel-
lion had started. they said that
the sepoys at the Shafipur
camp got angryv after the Di-
rector General refused to con-
sider their seven-point charter
of demands during a visit ear-
lier in the day.

Immediately after he left at
around 11 am, the sepoys at
Khilgaon added. the Ansars at
the camp went on the ram-
page, breaking office rooms
and other facilities and took
control of the camp.

According to police

- sources,- another 17 officials

were also being held in the
camp.

When asked. the sepoys
added that there were around
six hundred of their colleagues
at the Khilgaon headquarters.
The sepoys at the main en-
trance appeared tb be in a very
militant and defiant mood. A
large group was seen guarding
the entrance brandishing bam-
baoo sticks while olthers were
scen maintaining vigil atop the
walls of the office compound,

Hasina
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laker government is a logical
one.

Dubbing the government
"corrupt, inefficient and
inept.,” the Opposition leader
said the nation had now be-
come hostage of the misrule of
the BNP government. "Life of
the people and-their property
and voting right are not safe
under the BNP government.
So, we want to get rid of this
situation.” she added.

A large number of local

Awami League and Juba League
workers greeted their party
chiefl on her arrival at the
sCene. :

She assured the affected
people of her parly's support
in asspaging their sufferings.
"The Awami League will always
stand by the distressed people
as did in the past,” Hasina told
the fire victims.

She urged the affluent sec-
tion of sociely to come forward
to aid of the affected people
and lauded the pariy workers
who stood by the fire victims.

Pariy vice president Abdul
Awal Siddigui, Relief and
Rehabilitation secretary MA
Salam and convenor of the
Awami Shechhashebak League
Alhaj Makbul Hossain were

{1 present.

Nepal
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blishing a political culture

based on morality was also on
the new government's agenda. .

"We will try to give a clean,
efficient and corruption-free
government,” he said, starting
with de-politicising the bu-
reaucracy, esta human
rights, press freedom and
deleting black laws.

Lofty it may sound for a
party that had shifted to
Bahudaliya Janabad (people’s
multiparty democracy) only
recently, the CPN-UML has to
face the same challenges like

its predecessors.
They have to feed some
20,086,000 Nepalese and

providing them with clean wa-
ter. health and other basics of
life.

The Nepalese say that you
do not need consul-
tants to find out what the

most pressing problems in the
kingdom are.

Any political organisation
which plans to face those
would have to bank on the
people who still retain hopes
of democracy flourishing in
their land.

Like many other '‘onlys’ In
Nepal — the only communist
monarchy and the only Hindu
siate in the one and only
Himalayas — Nepal's future

hangs only on that hope.



