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An Excellent Report

A World Bank study of our marketing arrange-
ments for the farm products has been quite eye-
opening. The findings can only be ignored if we
should choose to remain where we are—economi-
callv. The WB report underlines a multiplicity of
weaknesses besetting the marketing channels for
a wide variety of commaodities: perishable goods,
toodgrains, industrial crops like sugarcane, jute,
tobacco and cotton and non-traditional items
such as horticultural products including the
highly exportable cut-flowers.

The snail's pace at which goods move from
producers to intermecliate contractors and
thence to the consumers, escalates costs much
too much. This results in the consumer prices
vcoing up and the returns to the growers being
undercut. Ultimately it is commercialisation of
agriculture and diversification of crops which
tended to suffer badly.

The marketing operations are flawed across
the board — beginning from market information
system through gradation of agricultural com-
modities to movement of goods from place to
place, their storage and transshipment. There are
no stipulations for covered or cemented market
spaces, link-roads, loading- unloading and packag-
ing facilities. Besides; sanitation and preservation
are at the lowest ebb. ’

The basic weakness lies in the bulk storage ca-
pacity: even the capacity for bagged storage is low
at the ports as well as in the grain-surplus north-
ern region. Cold storage facility is not only inade-
quate, sixty per cent of whit we have is concen-
trated around Dhaka and is almost entirely given
to potatoes.

We regard the World Bank report as one of the
most useful recommendatory inputs received to-
date from that multilateral donor agency. The
reasons for valuing it so highly are not far to seek.
[t is for the first time that international standards
have been applied in the evaluation of our mar-
kets at work. Secondly, never before has market-
ing. both internal and external, been so thor-
oughly probed by the yardsticks of policies, struc-
tures, operations and services. Thirdly, the find-
ings have been woven into an integrated recom-
mendatory package almost like a mirror-image
of the vital missing links in the marketing ana-
tomy.

The report should thus enable us to provide
eeat, substance and a pulsating coherence to
what must be accepted as a marketing non-sys-

i we have had.

Good Wishes to Adhikari

As one of the greatest political anachronisms of
our tme, a communist government takes oath of
othee under a constitutional monarchy in Nepal.
Manmohan Adhikari, the 74-year-old veteran
communist leader who heads the government,
fias turned the table on the Nepali Congress. His
party s victory at a time when the communist
citadels the world over have fallen one after
another. should be considered most spectacular.
I he tiny Himalayan nation has evidently gone
against the wind. '

The people of the land-locked country has not
been wrong in reposing their confidence in
Adhikari who is known for his simple way of life,
steadfast commitment to popular causes and
many years in jail. In a few years' time the
Nepalese have come a long way. First they rose
against monarchy and according to a compromise
formula struck with the king, Nepal converted to
a constitutional monarchy. Within barely four
vears of their stint with democracy, the Nepalese
have switched their choice from the centrist
Congress party to the communists. Whether this
will bring about the expected change of fate for
the common people, only future can tell.

The Congress rule in Nepal may not have ful-
filled all the expectations of the Nepalese but un-
der it some positive changes took place — partic-
ularly in the area of press freedom and people's
rights. Their main complaints against the Nepali
Congress were the rising living costs, widespread
poverty and nepotism during its rule. The es-
teemed communist leadership in Nepal has quite
a challenging task ahead. It will be ﬁard pressed

to match its ability with the soaring expectations

of the Nepalese people.

Our congratulations to Manmohan Adhikari. He
brings to bear on SAARC and the neighbourly re-
lations, his maturity as a veteran political leader

and reputation as a pragmatist.

Fighting AIDS

The observance of the World Acquired Immune
Defliciency Syndrome (AIDS) Day yesterday
marked a whole generation's changing attitude to
life. — sexual in particular. To keep in line with
the r_hangng attitude, the theme Ejr this year's
World AIDS Day was appropriately phrased as
'AIDS and the Family: Families take care.” The
stress obviously has been on the responsibilities
of a family to guard against this deadly disease.
Since no treatment of the disease is available, it is
wise to appeal to the family values and focus on
the preventive side.

However, the thematic propriety is not all.
Unless the message is driven home to the com-
mon people, there is hardly any chance that they
will take the disease seriously and guard them-
selves against it. The problem is that family values
in the vulnerable parts of the world are yet to
slough off the effects of the onslaught of free sex
and sexual perversions in the 70's. -

The horrific spectre of AIDS looms large—
globally. Until recently we, as a nation, thought
ourselves free from this bane. But no more. No
less than 34 cases of Immune Deficiency Virus
(HIV) itive have been detected in the country
with three of the patients having died. In the
neighbouring countries the incidence of AIDS has
already reached an-alarming proportion. The
rapid spread of the disease from one continent or
country to the other is a proof of the high pace of
its transmission. In a country where hﬂﬂﬂl’ltﬂl‘t
system suffers from so many inadequacies and
poverty is endemic, a, large-scale attack of AIDS
can be devastating.

Against such a backdrop, we have to brace our-
selves to meet the AIDS challenge. Can we not
think of setting up AIDS screening centres and
data banks as essential parts of our preparedness
against the malady?

India Factor does Incite the Nepalese

HE joke in Kathmandu
I during the election was
that Prime Minister Nar
asimha Rao, also the Congress
president. was financing the
Nepali Congress and West
Bengal chiel minister Jyoli
Basu, the United (Marxist:
Leninist) Commumist Party
The point made was not so
much about funds — the two
parties have reportedly spent
Rs 20 crore each — as about
the India facter that plays a
decisive role in the affairs of
Nepal. In fact. the Commu-
nists, who have emerged as
the largest party adding nearly
30 members (o their previous
tully of 60, contested the
election on anti-india plank

“When | assume power. |
shall go straight to New Deihi
to abrogate the 1950 treaty
with India.,” said Manmohan
Adhikary. the communists'
chief. After winning the polls
he has used the word review'.
The treaty's obnoxious part —
a military misston in Kath-
mandu — was dropped years
ago. But he wants India's over-
all responsibility of Nepal's
defence to go. Bul he favours
good relations with New Delhi.

He realises that he will have
to do business with India. with
which Nepal shares an unde-
marcated border stretching
over 2,500 kilometres. But he
talks about "a more balanced

‘relationship” with India so as

to keep at par New Delhi with
Beijing. He knows that Beijing
is too distant. The Chinese are
said to have told the commu-
nists and others that they must
come to terms with India be-
cause "we are too far to help

The new equation between
New Delhi and Beijing is yet
another factor to dampen the
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The Nepalese generally believe that India takes undue ;mw of them, and rubs them on the wrong
shoulder unnecessarily. The communists have exploited the feeling to the hilt and have depicted the Nepali

Congress as '"embarrassingly pro-India."”

going o insist on Lthe revision
of irade and transit agreement
80 as to have access to the
markets of Pakistan and
Bangladesh At present, all
goods for the land-locked
Nepal move through India. Cal-
cutta is the port of entry:
Nepal has been trying for an
other outlet through Kandla,
Gurajat. He also wants a larger
share in the Tankapur project
on the UP border

The Nepalese generally be-
lieve that India takes undue
advantage of them, and rubs
them on the wrong shoulder
unnecessarily. The commu
nists have exploited the feeling
to the hilt and have depicted
the Nepali Congress as
"embarrassingly pro-india.”
The commnmunists did not have
to look hard for examples of
India's interference.

In the name of electioneer
ing. Papu Yadav of Bihar mafia
fame entered some con-
stituencies in Terai, Nepal's
comparatively prosperous area
bordering Bihar. and threal-
ened and cajoled voters to
support his friends of dubious
reputation. Earlier in the year,
the armed Indian police
forcefully entered Kathmandu
on the preiext of searching a
criminal absconding from In-
dia.

The Nepalese were so in-
censed that the foreign min-
istry handed over a protest
letter to the Indian embassy in
Kathmandu. The Indian prime
minister also reportedly ex-
pressed his concern (o
Nepalese prime minister over
the phone. It was a cursory re-
sponse. Several demonstra-
tions in Kathmandu and other

parts ol Nepal were organised
against the incident.

Indeed. New Delhi has been
unmindful of Nepal's sensitiv-
ity. From the days of Jawaharlal
Nehru. when King Tribhuvan
took shelter in India. the gov-
ernment has tended to treat
Nepal as shamlat [common
property). Rajiv Gandhi laid
siege around Nepal for 14
months, not allowing even the
necessities 1o move into the
Himalayan kingdom. He had
got annoyed because the king
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"Fundamernialists and commu

nalists have spoilt it in India”
Lhe people believe A group of
lawyers. journalisis and politi
cians from FPakistan empha

sised the difference. when |
met them in Kathmandu. "We
feel so comfortable here. Why
can't India with 82 per cent ol
Hindus be likewise?"

If India had a Pope. he
would have ticked it off for
besmearing the face of Hin
duism. The jingoists among
them have spoilt our image

BETWEEN THE LINES

— —
—

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

had invited him for breakfast,
while some other VIPs flor
lunch. It is the same attitude of
superiority. that of Big
Brother, that guides our for-
eign office even today.

"We are culturally and
otherwise so close to you that
we feel that we are part of
you.” is the common refrain of
academics, bureaucrats and
journalists. "But why should
you make us feel that we have
no say or identity of our own?”
They are also afraid that com-
munalism and casteism, the
two features sullying today's
India, may spill over into their
country. Being a Hindu state,
they are disconcertingly con-
scious of that,

Hinduism has a benign face
in Nepal. tolerant, accommo-
dating and peaceful. This is the
real face ol Hinduism. Lhe
Nepalese argue.

However., there is one differ-
ence between India and Nepal.

Muslims are not even three
per cent in Nepal as compared
to 12 per cant in India. There
is no history of confrontation
between the two communities,
a sad fact that litters the pages
of history books in the subcon
tinent.

And there is no Bhartiya
Janata Party to play the Hindu
card. RSS leader Seshadri vis-
ited Kathmandu some time ago
and tried to foment religious
sentiments by saying that the
Muslim population had in-
creased in Nepal through the
infiltration of Muslims from
Bangladesh and other coun-
tries. (Only inr Kathmandu has
the Muslim population gone up
from four to 14 per cent). Se-
shadri was politely asked to
leave. -

However vociferous the
campaign, the Muslim factor
does not incite the Nepalese
But the India factor does be
rause they feel threatened by
it. The communists sensed
that mood and made
nationalism' as their slogan
during the polls. The emphasis
of the Nepali Congress was on
stability. which is an elusive
term. particularly when the
peace in the country Is not
Hreatened

The king. after the pre-em-
inence of monarchy was
eclipsed nearly four years ago.
has not made a single false
move. He has acted as a eonsti-
futional head and has thus en-
deared himself. That is appar-
ent from the fact that the pro-
royalist, Rashtriya Prajatantra
Party (RPP). has emerged a
third force, though with 20
members. One gets the feeling
that the king may one day pick
up the pieces because the
Nepali Congress and the com-
munists, locked in perpetual
enmily, are bound to cross
each other out.

Democracy. bravely wrested
fromm the unwilling hands of
the king, has given the people
a [ree society but has not
helped them te cast ofl their
poverty, Nowhere the sysiem
does, but a country which is
among the 10 poorest in the
world expected to do better.

The Nepali Congress. which
has ruled for three and a half
years. had promised to im-
prove better their lot. But its
non-performance and corrup-
tion are proverbial. Not even a
modest development is to the
credit of the party. And the
top-most leaders have been

found making money, directly
or through their relations. GP
Koirala, who headed the gov-
ermunenit. has proved to be the
biggest disappointment be-
cause it was generally believed
that he would follow the ex-
ample of his late brether BP
Hoirala Nepal's Nehru. But GP
did not have the leadership
quality. nor did he adhere to
the principies that would have
bl institutions in Nepal

His defence is that the
Nepali Congress was a divided
house. Although he was the
prime minister., the party
chiel., Krishna Prasad Bhat-
tarai, worked at cross pur-
poses from day one. Ganesh
Mansingh. respected party
ieader. who has now asked
both GP and Bhattarai to re-
sign. had appealed to the peo-
pie before the eclections that
they should defeat the Nepali
Congress, since its gowvern-
ment was found incompetent

ard cormapt
True. the infighting has

been the undoing of the Nepali
Congress. But the.negative vote
that the Communists have se-
cured cannol be the basis for a
complete departure from the
past. After all. the Nepali
Congress is clese second with
some |0 members behind. The
commuynistis will need to have
its support for land reforms.
And they cannot afford to
adopt an unfriemdly posture
towards India if they want to
make a dent into unemploy-
ment. Whether such a consen-
sus will emerge is difficult to
say because if it does not, an-
other mid-term poll is on the
cards. The key to Nepal's
problems is a national govern-
nent. But when politics is
ower, as is the case in the
subcontinent. such a possibility
is only a dream or a wishful
thinking.

spirits of Adhikary. But he is

OW that Sir Ninian
N Stephen. the celebra-

ted envoy of Common-
wealth Secretary General Chief
Emeka Anyaoku is gone from
Bangladesh, the entire
responsibility of resolving the
political difference over the
"caretaker government" issue,
aiming to free and fair general
elections in the future, has
devolved on the political
parties themselves. The nation
will nnl sirely forgive them if
they fail 1o come to a
consensus to settle the matter
before it is too late. The
country is not prepared to lace
any more ‘hartals’, ‘gheraos' or
‘aboradhs’ as means to achieve
the desired goal. This has been
proved beyond doubt.

Our aim or objective is
clear. We want to ensure that
future elections must be held
under conditions designed to
achieve the end. There is
nothing sacrosanct about the
phrase “caretaker govern-
ment’. Any other means or
formula to achieve the objec-
tive should also be welcome to
all. Nor has the "caretaker gov-
ernment” issue ever
mandated by the people. But
our leaders could not come to
an agreement on how to
achieve the desired end.

At this point, the Common-
wealth Secretary-General ap-
peared on the scene and. as
agreed between the ruling
party and the Opposition, sent
his envoy Sir Ninian Stephen,
a jurist-cum-administrator of
great eminence, to facilitate
the talks between the govern-
ment and opposition parties.
Sir Ninian showed commend-
able patience and fortitude in
carrying through his mission,
but did not despair, when,
after a prolonged stay of 35
days along with his aides in
Dhaka, left Bangladesh, failing
to accomplish his assigned
task. This was not. of course, a
malter of creditable record for
our country. In. his parting
stalement. he revealed that at
some stage of the talks, he

made some suggestions of his
own for consideration of the

. parties to facilitate their dia-

logue. This was done not in a
spirit of arbitration. but to fa-
cilitate the success of the dia-
logue. But success finally
evided the participants in the
talks. It was quite right for him
to inform the people of
Bangladesh that one of the par-
ties was ready to respond to
his suggestion favourably,
which the other side did not.
The people had the right to
know the end result of his ef-
forts, and he was true to his
COonscience. -

This enraged the Leader of
the Opposition and she did not
hesitate to insinuate that Sir
Ninian did not speak the
whole truth and further that

Sir. We are really sorry to

see that the security council
refused to lift economic sanc-

tions on Iraq. By invading

Kuwait in 1990, [raq made a
serious blunder and her action

| was condemned by all nations
"of the world. The economic

sanctions was imposed upon
Iraq after the 1991 Gulf War.
The Iraq government under-
stood their mistake and al-
lowed the UN officials to in-
spect all its nuclear installa-
tions. Iraq has also destroyed
many of its weapons. Recently

| it has recognised the Kuwait as

been:

an independent state.

Sir Ninian Episode and its Aftermath

by T Hussain

he deviated from his ear-
marked role. It is well known
that Sir Ninian is not new to
this kind of role, he has Lo his
record brilliant success stories
in other parts of the world. In
this context, to brand him as
‘partisan’ was more than one
could imagine. More unfortu-
nate was Lthat the Opposition
leader's political advisor, a
former, diplomat-turned
politician. did not see reason
in what Sir Ninian actually
meant.

The leader of the opposi-
tion did not see any merit in
the ruling party's proposal of a
multi-party (not national) in-
terim government consisting,
besides the incumbent Prime
Minister, four ministers of the
ruling party and five members
of the Opposition., with the
sole purpose of acting as a
watch-dog to ensure a free and

- fair election and not for shar-

ing power. The question of
power-sharing, as repeatedly

elections in the interim pe-
riod. !

The political advisor of the
Leader of the Opposition. Mr

-SAMS Kibria was interviewed

by The Daily Star on November
22, soon after the exit of Sir
Ninian. A portion ol his obser-
vations is reproduced below:

"The Opposition have always
asked for a government,
which would not be headed by
any political party, certainly
not the BNP."

The italicised portion
clearly indicate that the Awami
League is allergic to anything
associated with BNP. BNP is
the ruling party and it was
voted to power by the people.
It has every right to be a par-
ticipant in any interim gov-
ernmental systefn in oversee-
ing the general elections. The
interim arrangement proposed
by the BNP appears to be very
reasonable, when it includes

Minister. not belonging to any
political party, under the joint
recommendation of the Leader
.of the House and the Leader of
the Opposition, who will also
nominate five members each
for forming the cabinet — none
would belong (o a political
party or seek election”. Mr
Kibria calls all this as the merit
of the opposition proposal and
claims that Opposition's main
concessions offered in course
of the dialogue were: (a) recti-
fying a major unjust flaw in
the original blue-print of the
‘caretaker government' in
denying any role for the major
political party. (b} seeking the
resignation of the cabinet in
power 75 days instead of 90
days before the election, (c)
provision for selecting the
‘caretaker’ Prime Minister by
joint recommendation manda-
torv. and {(d) agreeing to the
government proposal to fur-

that to agree to the Govern-
ment proposal to further
strengthen the Election Com-

missien is another 'concession’
made by the Opposition. There
cannot be any two opinion that
further strengthening of the
Election Commission is desir-
able to all parties. This cannot
be lermed as a 'concession’. as
thought by Mr Kibria.

The opposition proposal
envisages that the two leaders
will also nominate five mem-
bers each to form the
'caretaker’ cabinet to be
headed by a jointly recom-
mended Prime Minister, [t is
to be noted that in the interim
government of Justice Sha-
habuddin formed in Dec,
1990, the Presidential Advi-
sors were all chosen by the
Acling President himself. 1
have already commented about
the lallacy in having a jointly
recornmended Prime Minster.
Even il it is assumed that it
will be possible to have such a

@qummmmmmmwwuwmémmw'mm_
will lead the country to anarchy and lawlessness.I shudder to think of the consequence if the threatened en

masse resignation of the Members of Parliament belongi
they resolve the issue except through a frustrating

ing to Opposition parties ever takes place
agitational politics — which is, of course, nobody'’s desire?

. How will

uttered by the Opposition
leader, was obviously for public
consumption. It is apparent
that the ruling party made
their proposition to achieve
the common objective, believ-

ing that there cannot be one

and only one way of solving a
problem. The government
proposition was just an alter-
native or perhaps better way to
come to the same objective
within the framework of the
existing Constitution of the
country. The Prime Minister
even agreed to be shern of all
executive powers during the
interim period. To stick to the
issue of a "caretaker govern-
ment” is to confuse the real
issue of achieving a free and
fair election. In fact, the con-
ducting of elections in a [air

~ way is the job of the Election

Commission. To enable the
Election Commissiner to per-
form his task in a fool-proof
way. he has to be fully
equipped and strengthened as
best as possible and this was
agreed on all sides. In addi-
tion, there is to be a 'code of
conduct’ to be formulated on
the recommendations of a
special parliamentary commit-
tee headed by the Speaker of
Jatiya Sangsad. This formula
for the guidance of all the par-
ticipants in the future general
elections was also agreed upon
by all political parties. Over
and above, this was the pro-
posed multi-party government
to oversee Lhe conduct of
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The economic sanctions has
crippled the economy of the
Irag. The general people are
suffering. We should not cause
anty suffering to the general
public, Because it is negt the
general public of Iraq who
forced the Iragi government to
invade Kuwait. The general
public are innocent. The in-
'fants and the old people are
not at all concerned to the po-
litical affairs of the Iraqi gov-

erruent.

The sanction is directly af-
fecting the human rights of the
general public of Iraq. The UIN
Security Council should exam-
ine the present attitude of the

Mr Kibria called

both the government and the
opposition parties in a joint
participatory body like the
multi-party cabinet teo look
after the elections process.

The Opposition's original
proposal was to form a care-
taker government without the
main political party — the BNP
— participating in it. It was ob-

.vious that such a partisan

'caretaker government was
designed deliberately to block
a fair and free election. Anyone
calling it a neutral 'care-taker
government' could be accused
of propounding a most unjust
and one-sided formula. This
major flaw in the Awami
League's 'caretakér govern-
metil’ plan was apparently un-
fair and naturally unacceptable.

When this palpably wrong
formula was rectified during
the process of dialogue, it was
named as a modified version of
the opposition proposal and
it as a
‘concession’ offered to the rul-
ing party. It is for the judge-
ment of any reasonable citizen
of Bangladesh, if it could be
called a ‘concession” at all.

Then, according to Mr Kibria,

"the Opposition revised its
original blue-print for a care-
taker government formula,

outlining the resignation of the
- government in power 75 days
before the expiry date of the
Fifth Parliament and mandat-
ing the selection of the new
(meaning the interim) Prime
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Iraqi' government and should

consider lifting of all sanctions
against her. The Security
Council may also send a team
of neutral observers to verify
whether anything dreadfully
wrong is going on in that
country. The children, patients
and the old men, and women
should be shown humanitarian
considerations. They should
not be trapped within the nest
of the sanctions.

The world leadership has by
now solved many big problems.
I think the lifting of sanctions
against Iraq should also be
considered.

Mahbubul Haque Chowdhury

ther strengthen the Election
Commission.

Even a cursory look at the
above points will clearly show
that these are no concessions
at all. To rectify an initially un-
fair and unjust provision to ex-
clude the majority party in the
parliament from participation
in the proposed 'care-taker
government is no ‘concession’
from any point of view. Sec-
ondly, when the Constitution
just provides for holding gen-
eral elections within 90 days of
the dissolution of parliament,
and does not speak of manda-
lory resignation of the Prime

Minister and his cabinet in
power, the opposition sugges-
tion for the entire cabinet to
resign 75 days before election
and be replaced by a new cabi-
net without participation of
the head ol the ruling party is
ipso facto unacceptable to the
ruling party as a new restric-
tive provision. The question as
to whether the sitting cabinet
would resign 90 days or 75

days before the elections is
immaterial.

Furthermore, provision for
selection of the ‘caretaker’
Prime Minister on joint rec-
ommendation of the two lead-
ers is prima facie impractica-
ble. Where is the guarantee
that the two leaders will find it
possible to agree to name a
common interim Prime Minis-
ter? If they don't, a stalemate

18 inevitable. Mr Kibria thinks
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Sir 1 would request to the
press not to publish any news
item regarding hartals. Hartals
cause manifold miseries to the
common people. In the name

. of janogan (common people)

the opposition parties are re-
ally negating the people's will.

| hope that media in this
regard would play a more pro-
peopl role for the greater in-
terest of saving the cominon

people from the wrath of har-
tals.

Towfik-Al-Mumin
Motijheel C/A
Dhaka- | 000

Prime Minister in the pro-
posed ‘caretaker government'.

Lhe ten cabinet niinisters to be .

nominated by the two leaders
in equal proportions will be of
two distinct characters. The
nominees are most likely to be
sympathetic to the party nom-

- inating them. even not being

affiliated to any party or not

- seeking election themselves.

This is a syndrome (very often
noticed in the society), which
will not be conducive to the
harmonious working of the
cabinet and would lead to a
continuous deadlock, because

they will be full-fledged minis-

ters in charge of different
portfolios. Such a working
deadlock is not at all likely in a
cabinet with Ministers without
any ministerial portfolio. Their
only role is supposed to watch
that appropriate conditions are
maintained at all stages of the
election process to ensure a

free and fair election to be
conducted by a fully strength-

ened Election Commission.
Coming again to the ques-
lion of concessions, BNP
claims to have offered many
concessions to prove their sin-
cerity -in coming to an agreed
formula, by which the main ob-
jective of ensuring a free and
fair election can be achieved.
This claim has been supported
in an excellent and well-bal-
anced article published in The
Daily Star of November -20,
1994, written by Yasmeen
Murshed, Director of an NGO. |
quote here a few lines from
the article: "1 have always be-
lieved that democracy must be
viewed as an infant — it needs
to be nurtured as carefully as
any human child. It goes

through the bangs of childhood -

and adolescence with all the
attendant traumas and travails
uptil it brings about maturity,
responsibility and accountabil-
ity among people and their
elected representatives”. | en-
tirely agree with this view and
[irmly believe that our
newly earned democracy must
be allowed to function nor-
mally, without any extra sup-
port or prop foreign to true
democratic culture and al-
lowed to grow by the process
of trial and error, otherwise.
once this extra support is re-
moved, the whole edifice will

crumble. This is how, in our
neighbouring country India,
democracy has taken firm
roots. At the concluding por-
tion of her write-up, Ms Mur-
shed has observed that “the
government (meaning BNP)
has shown a clear willingness
to be flexible in their approach
to compromise. Now it is the
Opposition which must restore
confidence in its ability to gov-
ern, not merely agitate. It
would be statesmanship, not
merely politics, if they could
take the initiative to break the
deadlock by returning to the
Sangsad. which is the only
proper forum for debates on
these issues in a working
democracy”.

Sir Ninlan Stephen acted
strictly as a facilitator in his
endeavour to help the political
parties to come to a reasonable
settlement and offer sugges-
tions for their consideration.
To raise any controversy on
this question would be to ex-
pose the hollowness of the
propositions made by any
political party who does it.
This was confirmed the other
day by the Commonwealth
Secretary General Chief Emeka
himself, when he said that his
envoy had not been partisan in
mediating an end to
Bangladesh's political crisis
and further observed that he
might go there personally to
revive the mission ge 1,
cols 2 and 3, The Daily Star,
November 25, 1994).
Unfortunately., a controversy
has already been raised. The
sooner it dies, the better.

[ hope, the political parties
themselves will revive their
dialogue and come to a na-
tional consensus on this vital
matter of taking care of a fair
elections during the interim
period following the dissolu-
tion of the fifth parliament on
the expiry of its term. Any talk
of taking the matter to the
street, and go through a trau-
matic period of non-stop har-
tals. aborodh, etc. will lead the
country to anarchy and law-
lessness.] shudder to think of
the consequence if the threat-
ened en masse resignation of
the Members of Parliament be-
longing to Opposition parties
ever takes place. How will they
resolve the issue except
through a frustrating agita-
tional politics — which is, of
course, nobody's desire?

I have no intention to end
this article’ with any negative
note. Whether Commonwealth
Secretary General's efforts are
renewed or not, we on our
part should not feel shy of re-
viving the dialogue in a spirit
of true patriotism to come to a
consensus on the vital national
issue facing us, to save our
newly earned democracy. Such
consensus can be acrived at,
not in the streets, but across
the dialogue table or in the
Sangsad. In this context, | am
reminded of a brief talk given
by late S M Ali, the Founder-
Editor of The Daily Star in a
Rotary Club meeting which he
attended as a guest speaker on
3rd August, 1993. in which I
happened to be present. | still
remember the gist of his talk,
in which he observed that in
course of long journalistic ca-
reer in South Asla, he was
most impressed by the fact
that, in most of their national
issues, Lhe nations concerned
in that region used to come Lo
a general consensus, which,
unfortunately, was almost rare
in our own country,
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