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What is a Barricade ?
The best aspect about Tuesday's barricade
programme of the opposition s was that it
passed off peacefully. It was, however, far from an
uneventful day. The nation’s movement activity
was seriously curtailed during the day. All this
ves to ak of the success ol the me.
ﬁut at \\xt cost? There have this time n lar
too many heads of cost quite unintendedly ex-
acted from the society by the parties.

This was no hartal, and traffic within the town
should have been unaffected. On Tuesday cars and
other tour-wheeler motor vehicles tried to stay
off the roads. Why? Some who got their vehicles
on the road did thgt not without a hefty feeling of
fear. For good reason — some bhang-churs oc-
curred even on the no-hartal barricade-only day.
Rickshaws plied in numbers less than they do In
a hartal day. Scooters and tem were as scanty
as to enable them extract double the usual fare
trom helpless people going to office and business
and schools. :

Some- children's schools wisely closed shop
for fear of throwing their kiddies into uncertain
harassment. In fact nobody excepting the gc-
tivists participating in the barricade programme
was sure what would that action mean and what
would it involve and affect. All Dhaka, the 8-mil-
lion-plus megalopolis, on Tuesday looked a city in
an eerie daytime slumber. Did the opposition par-
ties expect this to happen? _

What is a hartal and what is a barricade? Has
the nation been clearly explained what the or-
ganisers feel to be the difference betwgen the
two? And hasn't ‘abarodh’ for which barricade is
only a poor and misleading translation, under-
gone radical semantic change in the last few
years. What the agitating parties had in mind
when declaring a Railpath Rajpath Abarodh was
inactivating movement between the towns and
districts through closure of traffic on national
highways. waterways and the railways. But when
p{ﬁitirians speak of taking to the rajpath they
mean mainly the city roads which were not
meant to be affected by the abarodh. These con-
fusions matter. If governance is the business of
the government, fully, pelitical movements are
no less responsible and onerous charges to be
carried out by those not in government.

The validity of such agitational programmes as
the nation is passing through currently depends
on the quanta in which people impose these on
themselves — and with what spontaneity. This
validity starts eroding fast when these tend to be
foisted on the people rather than being courted
by them. Mistakes such as attending this hartal-
barricade confusion can push the present move-
ment to the latter and an unfortunate position.

Dealing with Abductors

Chokhbandaha Party . (gang that blindtolds
people for abduction) is one of many such crimi-
nal groups now operating in large parts of the
country. They often make news of the most
chilling types, some of the gang members are
even caught red-handed but yet the gangs go on
m;-rnmittinﬁ more and more such crimes. Jalilur
Rahman of Gulshan is one of the lucky few to have
escaped the Chockbandha Party that is most ac-

tive in Dhamrai area but seems to have expanded
its network upto the capital. :

Abducted on November 18, Jalilur Rahman had
to go through a terrible experience. A student of
Abu Zhar Gifferi College, who sat for this year's
HSC examinations, before his release from captiv-
ity on November 28, was forced to write as many
as seven letters to his parents asking for three
lakh taka — the ransom money demanded for his
release. Instead of paying ransom his guardians
informed the Gulshan police of this abduction.
Gulshan Thana maintained a liaison with Dhamrai
Thana and even raided the area where Jalidur
stayed captive. Although the raid was not unsuc-
cessful, it led partly to his freedom,

However a stroke of luck was needed for Jalilur
to get rid of his captors. At the time he was being
taken to another place, the young man in a des-

rate did to save his life ran away from one of

is captors then accompanying him. Local people
and chairman of Sutipara Union under Dhamrai
Thana gave him shelter and then the police res-
cued him. - _

The important question here is if the abduc-
tors arc known, how come that they could escape
arrest, Many times did the gang members try to
take Jalilur away from the chairman. Local people
and the chairman know them well. So here is an
opportunity to trace their hide-outs and flush
them out tor good. We feel that police action in
the aftermath of a captive's rescue falls far short
of the standard follow-up. Had the gangs been
pursued to the last and meted out the punish-
mcnt they deserve for the crime, such criminal
groups would not have proliferated like they have
done today.

Inimitable Jagadish Chandra

What Rabindranath did for our literature and
music, painting and drama was matched by al-
most even measure in the sciences by his one
time closest friend Jagadish Chandra Bose.

This genius, born in Rarhikhal, Bikrampur,
however was groomed into the relentlessly grop-
ing and yet brooding tyg in Faridpur. Both his
rarents specially father Bahgaban Chandra Bose,

¢lped shape the inner man in Jagadish by ex-
-tmpli?lng a life of principles and sacrifice,
lighted up by an un g sense of liberty and
dignity. This early shaping saw the first Indian
Fellow of the Royal Society, through the many
challenging vicissitudes of life, not the least of
which was being born a black and Indian.

Jaﬁ’adlah Chandra’s works on the plant life are
widely known and rec all over the world
and are staging a comeback in the contemporary
observations in that area. His achievements in
physics. specially that related to electro magnetic
radiation induced action, antedating Guglielmo
Marconi's similar work, still wait to be recog-
nised. i '

But J ish Chandra was more than his sci-
entific achievements would make him appear. He
had, on top of the scientist's analytic prowess, a
comprehension of nature that comes to mystics

and phi hers. And penned his musings in
inimitable gali prose for the benefit of us and
our posterity.

Yesterday was Jagadish Chandra's 136th birth
anniversary.

R SAMS Kibria in his
M article on Novembar

27 started off by sial
g Lthat instead, of re:
crimations, we should have an
abjective assessment of the si-
tuation following the departure
of the Commonwealth facilita-
tor Sir Nintan Stephen. If this
advice is directed Lo his own
party than it is wise counsel

about the dispassionate and
objective analysis fnd heaped
blame upon the government
and the Conunonwealth [acili-
talor.

The non acceptance by the
Opposition of the govern-
ment's last proposal he at
tributes Lo its lack ol merit,
because he contends that an
explosive situation would pre-
vail within a cabinet made up
of government and epposition
members. He does not elabo-
rate upon this unsubstantiated
fear, and it 1s a reprehensible
prejudgment ol a proposal and
appears to be the result of a
fevered imagination.

That the Commonwealth
Secretary General Chiel Emeka
was in Dhaka en an official
visit is known (o all, Why Mr
Kibria felt the need te under-
line the "fact" that the gov-

the opposition. invited him is
hard to understand. There was
no invitation. He was here on
an official visit as part ol his
joh as Secretary General of the
Commonwealth ol which we
are a part. From his long ser-
vice in governiment Mr Kibria
must be well aware of the fact
that the Commonwealth Secre-
tary General could hardly pay
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The PM's statement is so-
cially dangerous because she
has given the students a
larger-than-life role. How will
she respond to critics that she
is using the students as cannon
fodder to realise her own
political ends? When it comes
to the crunch, she appears to
depend on her student wing,
and not on the main pelitical
party. Hasn't she diminished
the prestige. power and
position of her own political
party? Now that she has
directly called wupon the
students (o resist the
opposition, will not the stu-
dents — and not the politicians
of her party — be calling the
shots of the fulure political
course that BNP will take?

When' it comes to street
level fighting, it is obviously
the toughies and the thugs
masquerading as students, who
will emerge as more important
than ordinary students. An
inevitable consequence will be
that students politics will be
totally captured by arms, bran-
dishing thugs. Such mmay al-
ready be the case. But then
will not the PM's statemerit
sanctify this miserable cendi-
tion. and make things worse?

In terms of creating severe

1
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Medical facility in
launches

Sir, We,-the inhabitants of
Barisal division, now living in
Dhaka, are very much ac-
quainted with launch journey.
In Dhaka-Barisal route people
mostly prefer launch transport
because it is very much safer
and more comfortable than any
other means of transport
which are available in this
route. [t can be mentioned
here that Barisal is yet to be’
introduced with air or rail
transport. So, the launches on
this route are always in great
demand.

In keeping with this, the
launch owners are offering
more and more facilities to the
passengers with a view to
geer-up their business. The
modern launches are equipped
with color TV, VCR, aircooler
etc. But unfortunately, no
launch is providing the least
medical facility which often
causes great suffering to the
passengers. Sometimes the se-
riously ill patients are to be
carried by launch. But if their
condition becomes critical in
this nightlong journey, no doc-
tors can be found to ireat
them, which may lead to the
tragic end of the patients life.
So, the concerned authority
should look into the matter
and necessary steps should be
taken immediately to provide
basic health facilities to the
launch-travellers.

Meina Mahbub
AB Bank Lid, Dhaka

Be magnanimous

Sir, the lingering political
crisis is eating into our wvital,
national life to be precise, like
gangrene and pushing the
country perhaps towards a
econiomic disaster. The people
fromn all walks of life are abso-
lutely fed up and have lost
their sense of judgement as to
who is right and who is wrong.
¥ They jusi want to see the end

However. he prompltly forget

"failed. Al

ernment. and not the leader of

. and on definite

depuly secretary.
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at the invitation of the lcader
of the opposition.

He then went on 1o assail
the role of Sir Ninian and par-
ticularly the fact that he held a
press gonlerence which Mr
Kibria thinks was in bad form
and a departure from his role
as a [acilitator. What must be
remnemnbered is that Sir Nintan
was in Dhaka lor about five
weeks Lrying (o cobble Lo
gether an agreement between
the two sides on the guestion,
form and medalities of a tran-
sitional government for the
next elections.

During this period Lhere
was a dinlogue belween the
two sides with 15 members on
each side. This dialogue over a
period of four days was torpe-
doed at the end by the Opposi-
tton Chief Whip who dashed
oul of the commitiee room in
Parliament, all by himself, to
announce (o the waiting jour-
nalists that the dialogue had
the government
members and 14 members of
the opposition including their
leader Mr. Samad Azad were
still inside the room. This was
a deliberate, thoughtless and
irresponsible act on at least
three counts:(1) At that very
moment it was being discussed
how the dialogue could con-
tinue with smaller contingenis
points at issue,
(2) Il the opposition had de-
cided thal talks had failed. the

an official visit to any country  leader of their team Mr. Azad
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should have been the person o
declare it and (3) There was
an express understanding that
all statements pertaining to
the talks should be jointly
given by the chief whips of
both sides.

Mr Nasim's unilateral dec-
laration of failure of the talks
had all the appearances of be-
ing pre-arranged, the result of
prior deliberation and de-
signed to scuttle any attempts
at a solution which may be at
variance with their demand.

Almost the very nexi day
the dialogue resumed wilh
smalley teams and n the pres-
ence of the f[acilitator. Several
alternative options were ad-
vanced by the government only
to be rejected by the opposi-
tion. The implications arising
from this is manifestly clear.
Nothing short of the opposi-
tion proposal will be accept-
able to the opposition. This is
an unjustified and unaccept-
able situation.

The unbending rigidity of
the Opposition stand does not
make them amenable Lo reason
or dialogue. Il none of the four
proposals put forward by the
governinent are acceplable to
them, than no future proposal
has any chance of success. In
defiance of reason, logic or
even the Constitution, the Op-
position demand for accep-
tance of their proposal in Lo to
amounts to dictating to the
government. This is something

that no relected government
can willingly permnit.

The Governanent has, how-
ever, been [ree and willing to
discuss the demand. examine
its rherits, explore other av-
fnun for’ improving the elec-
jon offer alternatives,
and in a spirit of democratic
openness arrfve at a solution.
Henee when the offer of the
Commonwealth Secrelariat (o
lend a hand was accepted with
alacrity by the leader of the
opposition, on 21 9.1994, the
government agreéed (o the
proposal on 25.9.94. The
choice of a facilitator and his
career details were also com-
municated to both sides. The
parameters of the discus-
sion /dialogue were also de-
cided on by the Secretary
CGeneral ol the Commonwealth,
Sir Ninian Stephen was sent
oul to Bangladesh as a facilita-
tor. and he did that job to the
best of his abilities in very try
ing circumstances.

It is unfair and uncharitable
to assail his neutrality or belil
tie his efforts. But it is not al-
together unexpected. In fact it
is. reminiscent of the altacks
made by Opposition leaders on
the visiting delegation of Bri-
tish Members of Parliament in
the first week of September
ikis year when they were
hranded as hired spokesmen
for the government

But, as mentioned earlier,

Sir Ninian tried to effect u,

Dialogue: The Trinity's Aim is to Dislodge the Government

compromise wiwler greal and
menuinental odds. He did try
and encourage the two side- to
reach an agreement. he of-
fered his advice and ideas A:xd
he did put forward a proposal.
This is the cause of Mr Kibria s
umbrage. But it must be appre-
clated that Sir Ninian musi
have feli at the end ol his
tether by the unreasonable
obstinacy of the Opposition.

it was this perhaps that un-
pelled him tg design a pro-
posal himself and offer it for
the oppesition's consideration.
The proposal was Sir Ninian's
and not the government's. This
must be stated categorically.
Whether this represents a de-
parture from his brief is a mat-
ter of opinion. However. if a fa-
cilitator can be expected to
encenirage, advise and proffer
fdeas as suggesied by Mr Kib-
ria. | eannol understand why
he cannot put forward a pro-
posal after five weeks of ..y
deliberations with the fwo
sich s,

Mr Kibria jumped to HRis
own confusion by asserting
that Sir Ninian's eagerness lo
impose Lhe proposal upon the
Opposition led him to describe
the proposal as his own. This
is not only incorreet but im-
putes a lack of integrity on the
part of Sir Ninian which is
mosi regreitable. He also cas-
tigates him for his lack ol neu-

trality by holding a press con:

Competition of Irresponsible Statements

unrest in the educalional insti-
tutions, the Prime Minister's
statement could nol have been
more il conceived. Already
student body leaders have been
given much too much inipor-
tance during Khaleda Zia's
time Principles mind teachers
of vulleges see newspaper and

TV coverage of their students

being cordially received at
Shugandha and personally ad-
dressed by the Prime Minister
herself, when the closest they
can ever think of getting to the

decision-maker, is at best a
Ask any

provost of University halls to
recount the discipline prob-
lems they face because ol the
political connections of the

5tudc*ts. Now. if these slu-
dents become Prime Minis-

ter's main weapon in her fight
against the opposition then . il
does not need teo much inug-

ination to realise what Lhe ed-
ucalional institutions will be

recluced to. - :
On the other side. take the
utterances of our Shadow '

I’

of it.

It is time te show magna-
nimity. And whichever party
will show it to-end the crisis.
will earn people's gratitude.
Trust people and they will not
forget as to who started this
crisis and who ended it by

_ placing the country above petty’

party interest. :

Being it the party in power.
our claim on BNP is more for it
to he magnanimous for which
the party shall not suffer. Even
il they did lose’ which is un-
likely, the completion of 5-
year term with many achieve-
ments will usher in a bright
future for them. One must also
learn to be a good loser.

We appeal to them to show
magnanimous statesmanship
and agree to a caretaker gov-
ernment under a non-party
man and face the next elec-
tions. BNP has more to gain by
it.

Iskander Mcah
Road No 82. Gulshan. Dhaka

Political arena

Sir. It appears f[rom the
presenit scenario that the rul-
ing party and the opposition
are proceeding towards a face
to face confrontation after the
Commonwealth-mediated Gov-
ernment-Opposition dialogue
has collapsed. It is a matter of
great regret and concern that
wilh ewen the good services of
the Commonwealth emissary

Sir Ninian Stephen, the
"dial es" could not be
reached to a favourable con-,

sensus. It is obvious that the
“dialogues” failed on because of
the Opposition's stance any-
thing butl her vis-a-vis the rul-
ing party’'s stance — the same
‘everything but her’. This is a
mere issue but is siill deepen-
ing the present political im-
passe which is tarnishing our
country s image as an emerg-
ing democratic society. Does it
not prick the conscience of
our politicians? Does it not
make them feel ashamed? |t

me Minister. Sheikh Hasin..
Al a rally on Sunday she
declared that she will create
total deadlock in the couniry
by enforcing a 48- hour strike.
elaborating that the strike will
be enforced continuously, and
will not be lifted even during
the night. Does the country
belong to BNP that she is
punishing it s0? What crime
have the millions of rickshaw-
pullers have committed that
their children, and their
families will have to go hungry,
or without any ipcome during
those 48 hours? Will her party
compensate the day labourers,

- the small shepkeepers. the

retailers, the bus and truck
drivers. Millions of are
invaolved im miHliens ef
economic activities totally on
thieir own. They have nothing
to do with the government.
Why should they be punished
just because the opposition
wants the government out. And
whal about foreign trade? Wil
the opposition compensate Lhe

appears Lthat it does nol.

The Opposition has said
that it will realise its demand
through mass agitation against
the BNP administration. This
will certainly lead the country
towards confrontation and cre-
ate severe social and political
unrest. And this will absolutely

jeopardize our economic activ-

itics and seriously discourage
forcign investment. Now what
will the politicians choose:
confrontation or peace?

| earnestly urge Lhe Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
and the Opposition Leader
Sheikh Hasina to come only
one step forward to put an end

to the present political dead- .

lock. to rid the nation of pos-
sible violence and anarchy.
Shah Abdul Saadi ,
1-D/3-25. Mirpur. Dhaka

UN and morality

Sir, Relerred to somg con-
troversial agenda of the recent
UN conference at Cairo and
alarmed by the world-wide
moral degradation, our atten-
tion has been attracted to a re-
cent talked about ".. proposal
to the United Nations on moral
development approach : a new
world order for peace" advo-
cated by an eminent
educationist Dr Abu Obaidul
Huque, Professor and Director
of Bangladesh Institute for Ad-
vancement of Science and
Technology Teaching (IASTT).
In the proposal Dr Huque
rightly mentioned that the
morality is the root key to curb
today's widely talked about
problems like AIDS, human
rights violation, environment
pollution, population control,

- oppression on women, terror-

ism, drug abuses, etc.

Thus, implementation of
this moral development pro-
posal by the UN with universal
approach will definitely help in
developing moral values, hu-
manity and social responsibil-
ity in the world population
which will ultimately bring
about durable peace, discipline
and justice for mankind.

So. we appeal to the UN
and its member states to come
forward to consider and im-
plement this pro for the
greater welfare of mankind.

Prof Abu Sayeed
Hewd af Geography Depart-
ment, Nasirabad College,

Mymensingh

markets that our exporters
will lose, or the credibility loss
that they will suffer due to
failed commitinent?

We have written on numer-
ous occasions that there are
Lthree parties to a strike. The
sirike-caller (opposition]. the
strike target(government) and
the general public wha are

~supposed to observe it. The

point is that both the first and
the second parties: do not
suffer from the sirike. One
calls it., and the other lets it
happen. But it is the third
party — the poor and strug-
gling people of Bangladesh —
who bear the brunt of it all. It
is they whe go hungry. lose
work. lose income, lose profit.
lose¢ contracts and lose cus-
tomers — and in some iIn-
stances, lose everything.

Where we find Sheikh
Hasina's position unacceptable
is that she does not seem to
make any distinction between
the government and the
society as a whole. She does
not seem to realise that there

is a whole world of people. "

urganisations and economic
activities that fall ouliside the

arbil of the government. All of
which gets hurt in her attempt
to hurt the governiment. What
the Leader of the Opposition is
not realising sufficiently is
that, in her attempt to hurt
the government she is hurting

" ithe people whose support she

needs. She is hurting the
business community whose
growth can only ensure the
success of her regime il she
comes to power. Sheikh
Hasina is also hurting the
prospect of foreign investment

‘that can bring about export-led

growth which can help ensure
a better future for our people.

We are not {'Ufﬂmi‘l'lllﬂg
on the merit or demerit of her
political movement. We are
questioning the right of any-
body, especially of a political
party that believes in democ
racy, to impose its will on an-
other. Especially when Lhat
impgsition entails economic
sacrifice  of the mosi basic
kind. -

So we urge our leaders o
desist from this shameful and
dangeraus competition of
making irresponsible
slalements.

dissent. But boycott of parlia-
ment is a sinister attempt to

undermine the demoeratic
process to render the parlia-
mient meaningless. it is an act
of contempt of parliament and
an insult to the milllions of
prople who voled these
Hon'ble Memabers (o sit in Par-
llasnent and not to take to the
sireets.

The Oppeosition's unheoly
trinsily has one alm in mind. To
disiodge this government by
force and to disrupt the demo-.
cratic process., because boy-
cotts and hartals cannot co- .
exist in a democratic dispensa-
tion: nor do they advance the
cause of democracy. This was
the ‘violence' alluded to by Sir
Ninian and is objected to by
Mr. Kibria.

The writer is an eminent
Barrister and a MP from the
BNP

Please listen to what the
people are saying about you
both. They are asking whose
country is it after all—political
parties’ or the peoples. You
have been elected by us as the
two most powerful leaders—
one as the Prime Minister, and
the other as the Leader of the
Oppostion, or ‘Shadow' Prime
Minister. In the last nearly four
years of power. you have not
spent even five minutes talking
to each other about the coun-
try's problems. And yet you
both have spent countless
hours, and crores of Takas, vil-
ifying each other. This
unceasing bitterness and ever
rising hatred cannot be good
for the country or for our fu-
ture. Have you asked yourselves
the question, what residue of
public trust will be left, if
people start believing each of
you. as to what you say of Lhe
other? So please stop it, before
it is too late.

We expect a lot from yoy
both. Let's see in your actions,
and in your words a sign that
the interest of the country is
higher in your thoughts than
the interest of your respective
parties or of your own. Please
realise that our people are
getting more and more [rus-
trated. and are losing faith on
our capacitly to amicably solve
our problems. Now is the tiine
to become statesmen (or
should | say. statespersons)
fromm being mere leaders.

Third World Afflictions

We never stop hearing that
our people are not only poor
but also ignorant and iliterate.
Democracy in the 1960s was
discouraged (hroughout the
third world on the plea that
people are unéducated.
Democracy demands that an
individual has a say or makes a
choice in policies and elects
who should make those poli-
cies. And it is certain that, had
sound Lhoughts prevailed
within the elite intelligentsia,
the people would have re-
sponded to and strengthened
the national efforts to remove
Bangladesh's political and eco-
nomic woes,

Just as the peasants had
obeyed the Mughal Kings be-
cause their lives were threat-
ened, today we accept hartal
calls lest we be irijured or vic-
timised il calls are disobeyed. |
hear of no country where
politicians calmly threaten the
masses and get away. Leaders
commitied to democracy can-
not harm or dictate the peo-

ple.

The question is, how else
do the feuding politicians talk
or mould a public opinion?
Legitimate demand to free the
media of government control
is one answer. Political censor-
ship must be done away with,
Debates and discussions must
be held indoor, on the TV
screen, and in the print media,
Differences can be settled
across the table and not by
pitched stone-throwing battles
on busy streets, crowded
muhallahs, campuses and
fields. And a large section of
the middle class are not illit-
erale. They can participate In
the debates and.can be the
biggest contributors of ideas.

We have TV, press, journal-
ists, an educated audience and
everything else other democ-
racies have and, possibly sev-
eral hartal calls to free the
media could have had the
spontaneous mass support till
true westernised democratic
information network devel-
oped in Bangladesh. Political
and intellectual issues could

\then be decently debated upon

" across in B

Nizam Ahmad

in the pursuit of winning the
electorale and shaping the
public mind.

_Freeing the media is very
much possible but, many of us
have long observed that hardly
anything positive ever comes
angladesh and as a
result. we will probably have Lo
face harder and bitlter realjties
than we have experienced so

far.

Much of the problem lies
with the intellectual elite of
the country. Many of the writ-
ers. politiclans. teachers,
doctors, bureaucrats, expor-

" ters and importers, foreign
currency savers and earners

under protectionist economic
laws etc are alleged to 'fiddle’
while their country ‘burns. |

Constantly our elites receive

- hongurs, medals, and awards
for

their ‘'extraordinary'
achievements and contribu-
tions to the society.VIP sign-
boards such as, VIP exit at air-
ports VIP cabins at hospitals.
VIP suite in circuit houses, VIP
roads where rickshaws must
not ply., are prominently de-
marcated fer every .non-VIP to
notice, We_ are flooded with
VIPs and celebrated personali-
ties while, the country is un-
der deep afflictions like
Noods, power shortage, irregu-
lar airline schedules, irre-
sponsible doctors, spurious
drugs. open latrines, diarrhoea

" deaths, etc.

In conirast to this scenario,
I noticed, for example, no VIP
sign boards at the Heathrqw
airport or inside the British
Parliament.Health care is avail-
able to each and every citizen
and, employment or unem-
ployment doles are visibly in
existence. Indeed Thatcher's
over-bearing health reforms
have hard-hit the health stan-
dards and management quality
but, they do have the ‘out of
pewer' Labour Party roaring to
correct public health and edu-
cation services.

Third world governments
have too much control over the

ra

people. Governments no
longer or, perhaps, never did
act as a simple social organisa-
tion like any other organisalion
designed to protect and pro- }
mote people's welfare.
iovernments have become
colossal and out of the reach of
the common people. It is be-
cause we have fo go to them
for nearly everything concern-
ing our lives and livelihood.
The men who sit in the gov-
ernment have transformed
themselves into shielded VIPs.
Excepting the President and
the Prime Minister no VIP [a-
cility should be extended to
anybody and that too, only for
high security reasons.
However, if, the facility has to
be extended al all, let is be
done quietly and discreetly.
Nevertheless, other than
many minor and major wrong
doings, some good things are
certainly happening in this
country. We have, amongst
others, achieved universal
adult franchise, we have much
freer newspapers now than in
the 1980s and, we have demo-
craic aspirations getting
rooted in our people. Overall
goodness will come when we
will be at par with the rest of
the prospering world. !

No doubt we have a long
path te tread and the
sinoothest route is to build
dem tic institutions, to de-
ceniralise and fragment State |
power. Only one branch of the
State such as, the executive,
should not be vested with all
powers. This is monopolisation
of power.

in a democragy it is also
possible to rule for many
terms. Japan's LDP Margaret
Thatcher and the Republican
Reagan administration have
done it so. The contending
parties in Bangladesh can rule
for many terms only when |
proper democratic cenditions
are laid down by the ruling and .
or opposing politicians for ev-
ery citizen to cherish and en-

joy.
The writer s Chairman,
MOER




