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Agenda before BMA

The [ sh Medical Association goes to
polls to elect a 32-member executive y" to-
ether with a president only day after tomorrow.

everish campaigning cngmlg a years-lon
volatile role played by the for professiona

gains — often sliding into strikes — has made the
clections a matter of public interest rather than
an in-house adjustment of the members of a re-

spected and perhaps esoteric calling.

A doctor may or may not have lived up to his
Hippocratic Oath, and sectved his or her fellow
beings a y — the su:::? comes gradually
to take the community of ical practitioners
on individual performances. BMA which symbol-
ises that profession and renders to it a sense of
community as well has so far done remarkably
little to influence the performance of individual
practitioners to the good of the people and im-
prove the standing of the calling in the latter's
eve, both in technical-scientific terms and in
ethical service terms.

Now that BMA has actively brought themselves
into national focus, people would be looking up to
them for havil? a positive part in forging a na-
tionally better-deal-to-patients role. BMA can no
more keep itself confined to promoting only the
interests of its members — the way trade unions
do or the Free Masons did. The interest of the
nation and of the members of the medical com-
munity coalesce only on that point of profession-
alism — which, unlortunately has not been the
high point either of individual performances or of
the performance of the community as a whole.
[IMA as such is thrust with an advance greatness
ot succeeding to usher in a new era of medical at-
tention, personalised as a religion and yet effi-
clent as a mechanical behemoth. So much re-
mains tor the BMA to throw their weight in and
materialise a better medicare situation — the
hospital services, rural health care, public hﬁv
¢iene. the specialist services. Service and tech-
nical-proficiency-wise Dhaka should be at par
with at least, let us say, Bangkok within two BMA
teris — that is a programme worth courting by
the new leadership.

e list of expectations is tall, at its top is the
supremely important one: the December 1 elec-
tionis must be peaceful, pass it must without inci-
dents of any kind and be followed by a dedicated
and inspired leadfrshiF bent on transtorming the
protession into one of stupendous social rele-
Valioe
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Fire at Secretanat

'he Bangladesh Secretariat appears to have
become specially vulnerable to fire, which it
should never be. This time the cause of the fire.
according to a fire service source, is a burning ci-
carette butt. Whether it was carelessly thrown
1way or deliberately flung to put to torch the
rooin or rooms is however not known. In a simi-
lar incident this year fire gutted valuable papers
and even files. This time the blaze fortunately
could be brought under control before it con-
sumed any important documents. At least the re-
ports received so far said as much.

Accidental fire is a phenomenon against which
no mechanism can ensure a failsafe protection.
HBut the frequency of breaking out of fires is
rather unusual and cannot be explained away in
terms of accident. We have never been told that
the prime administrative building of the country
is overly under stress in terms of physical struc-
ture and utility services. Such establishments are
expected to be least accident-prone. The building
that is the seatinﬁ place of the central adminis-
trative set-up of the government cannot afford to
be so vulnerable to such avoidable hazards.

This time the fire could not cause any serious
damage because of some unidentified persons'’
timely action. But it surely could be worse if the
fire broke out at an odd time or nobody took no-
tice ot it. Considering the importance of the
buildings of the secretariat complex, it is neces-
sary to put in place a round-the -clock vigilance.
At a time when there are sophisticated
devices to warn in advance or set off the alarm
bell at the time of any power mishap or other
mechanical failure, the secretariat should not be
left unguarded.

Since the incidents of fire at the secretariat
are on the rise, there is perhaps no other alter-
native but to provide it with the maximum secu-
rity against both accidental and deliberate dam-

ages. Advance technology has got answers to
much of the problem.

Smoke-free Cigarette

When smoking is falling out of favour almost
the world over, an American cigarette manufac-
turer is all set to appear with a bang or gimmick.
Smokeless, odour-less and ashless, the cigarette
looks to be the one for tomorrow. There is every
likelihood that smoking is entering into a new
phase of-its history. Because it does concern not
only a noticeable change in the habit of smokers
but also the marketing empires of the big ci-
garette companies.

We stop short of calling it a smoking revolution.
Not because it is less innovative but because we
still do now know if the new variety will be free of
the various harmful effects with the elimination of
smoke, odour and stain. Appropriately called
'Eclipse.” the proto has done away with 90
per cent of smoke. Further research and experi-
ment may completely remove the smoke. In that
case can cigaretfe puffing qualify to be smoking?
Perhaps a new term will have to be introduced
for the purpose. Singeing may be a fitting re-
placement.

Yet the development does a great favour to the
non-smokers. Those who have decided to damage
their lungs by way of smoking, can do so on their
own volition. Let them go to the other world
sooner than they were expected to otherwise. But
why make the non-smokers a party to the suicidal
pact through indirect smoking? As new scientific
revelations are made about the more harmful
consequences of such involuntary smoking, non-
smokers really have a strong case against ci-
garette addicts. The poisoning takes place so sub-
tly that non-smokers are most of the time reluc-
tant victims of the nicotine release.

It is exactly at this point that the new type of
cigarette brlngl: a hope for the non-smokers. The
cigarette just heats up, not burms, and is not go-
ing to aflect anyone sitting next to a smoker. In
that case no-smoking zone may not be needed,
nor even prohibition of this will have to be de-
clared anywhere. A great relief indeed for it will

Save on so many accounts. Only let it be dear for
its addicts. They alone should pay the price.

NE must begin by
clarifying the concept
of a free and fair elec-

tion. Rather than developing
an abstiract definition. the

easiest approach is to concen

trate on some of the most {m

portant characterisations of an
election which would make #
universally acceptable as [ree
and fair. In my view, there are
seven such characteristics, as
listed below:

1. All eligible citizens are
accurately enlisted as voters, ie
there is no omission or
duplication in the voters' list:
This will, on the one hand. ful
fil a necessary condition for
exercising the fundamental hu
man right of universal sullrage,
and on the other. reduce the
opportunity of false voting. The
magnitude of the problem of
an inaccurate voters' list is
often not recogniséd in
Bangladesh According to the
survey mermtioned earlier, in
1991 about 4 per cent eligible
voters |(predomimantly rural)
remained unlisted while 7 per
cent on the list were actually
not eligible. Together, inaccu-
racy was of the order of at least
11 per cent. In metropolitan
urban centres this percentage
was likely to be much higher
because of high mohility among
urban people. If there were
age-specific biases in voting,
widely believed to be prevalent
in Bangladesh, some results
could have been altered had all
eligible voters been enlisted.
Particularly if the gap between
the elected and second high-
est vote-getting candidates
were, less than the number of
unlisted voters,

2. All voters are well in-
formed about electoral proce-
dures (including how to fill in
a ballot paper correctly] as
well as candidates and parties
in terms of their past records
and future promises: Voters
are generally poorly informed
about their rights as voters,
the electoral precedures and,
most of all, about the back-
ground of candidates and their
parties. in 1991 about 3 per
cent ol the votes cast were
scrapped for wrong entry ac-
cording to knowledgeable
sources. The number of per-
sons choosing a candidate on
the basis of primordial senti-
ments (characteristic of politi-
cal illiteracy), in 1991 MARC
survey. was about 15 percent.
There must have been many
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A Caretaker Government is Neither Necessary

Nor Sufficient for a Free and Fair Election
by Monowar Hossain

A free and fair election is a necessary

step towards the establishment of a democratic

process in a country. However, a caretaker government, as propased by the opposition
political parties in Bangladesh, seems neither necessary nor sufficient in ensuring a free and
fair election. Given below (s a simple proof of this hypothesis, based on logic and some
empirical evidence derived from a 1991 study by Multidisciplinary Action Research Centre
(MARC) on Voter Behaviour, covering about 16 thousand voters in 16 Thanas.

more uninformed voters. For
instance, about half the candi
dates had done no visible de-
velopment work in the area,
abeut 40 per cent being non
residents in the constituency

3. All voters have ecasy
access to polling stations with
alternative arrangements for
voters who are ill, disabled or
temporarily away: During the
1991 election 8 percent volers
could not cast their vote on
account of sickness or absence
from the constituency, while
another 3 per cent did not go
lo cast their vote as the cenure
was too far. Together. it was
nearly fifteen per cent voters
who were deprived of their
voting right for reasons which
can easily be redressed
through appropriate procedu-
ral measures backed up by law.

4. No voter is physically
intimidated or financially co-
erced in choosing a candidate:
This is the worst form of elec-
toral manipulation in which
political parties believing in
strong armr tactics engage. The
form of intimidation and coer-
cion are many and may range
from simple verbal threats to
demonstration killings. Even
in 1991 over 3 per cent voters
did not go out to cast their
vote out of fear of physical vio-
lence. There may have been
many more who went to vote
under duress. And add to it
those whyg were bought off fi-
nancially. Altogether it would
not be unrealistic to assume

‘that at least 10, and possibly

20 per cent of the votes were
manipulated through fear and
money. It was observed that 24
of the 58 candidates in the
survey area had far exceeded
the budgetary limit set by the
Election Commission.

5. All candidates/parties
have equitable access to state
owned publicity media and /or

other resources: This Is one of
the two main, bones of con-
tention which led to the clam-
our for a caretaker govern-
ment. It has been seen in the
past, particularly under auto-
cratic regimes, that the party
in power uses slate resources,
specially the radio and the TV,
excessively to further its own
election campaigns. It is de-
batable if such gross misuse,
when it happens. has amy posi-
live impact on the voters. Nev-
ertheless, such acts are highly
unfair and should be enforce
able by law. Unlortunately. the
legal provisions are rather

inadequate in this regard.
This is an area in which

significant mneutrality was
achieved during the 1891
Election.

6. Polling is orderly and
vote counting is done fairly,
witnessed by the rep-resenta-
tives of the con candi-
dates/pargies: Inspite of the
1991 Parliamentary Election
being regarded as one of the
most free and fair elections
held in this country, there
were dissident voices. Leaving
aside the allegation of subtle
rigging by the defeated Oppo-
sition Leader, there* were
around 7 per cent voters. who
did not feel confident in the
electoral process and there-
fore, stayed away; and after the
election, at least in five of 16
constituencies a significant
proportion of voters decided
pot to testify to the fairness of
the election.

7. All reported cases of
unfairness or other anom-alies
from quarters (eg
candidates/parties, election
monitors) are promptly and ju-
diciously responded to by the
Election Commission and if
needed reelection held under
strict supervision in polling
centres where alleged anoma-

lies are proved to be true: This
is the second bone of con
tention. It is generally believed
that the legal framework does
not give enough authority to
the Election Cemmission and
makes it vulnerable to the
manipulations of a party in
power. The experience how-
ever is that weaknesses in the
legal framework can be ex
ploited by any strong papty, in
cluding those in opposition.
This was the experience in
Magura, the much publicised
case of Election Commission
failure. where one opposition
party appeared not to be inter-
ested in allowing the Commis-
sion to operate democratically
o the extent allowed within
the existing law.

Proof of the Hypothesis

Let us now examine if for
any of the seven points men-
tioned above, a caretaker gov-
ernment (CG) is either neces-
sary or sufficient. It should be
remembered that if a CG is
necessary for any of the points
then a CG is necessary for a
free and fair election. On the
other hand. if a CG is sufficient
for all the points, then only it
is sufficient for free and fair
election. Therefore, the suffi-
ciency condition will not be
examined any further after it is
proved unnecessary for any
ghe or two points.

1: For an accurate voter list,
what is necessary is to make it
compulsory under law and
make resources available to
institute a full proof voters'
(necessarily computerised and
on-line) enlistment system
with skilled manpower under
adequate professional supervi-
sion, both available in the
country. Since the last CG did
mpt give any thought to it,
while the Election Commission
under the present government

has already mmitiated action on

this. it is evident that a CG is
neither necessary nor suffi
cient for an accurate voters

enlistment.

2. This entails a vigorous
educational campaign for the
voters whieh can be carried
out by any organisation. politi-
cal parties and private re-
search bodies inclusive The
best bet is to have it covered
by law under a broad constitu-
ttonal provision on free flow of
information on issues of na-
tional importance as a funda-
mental human right and delib-
erate distortion of information
as a punishable crime. A CG is
not necessary either to indtiate
such action nor a guarantiee
that it will be accomplished ef-
fectively and imaginatively
What would guarantee it is a
consensus among political
parties to [ollow a code of con-
duct designed to achieve na-
tional dignity and political
maturity.

3: To achieve this. one
needs changes in the electoral
procedures and more polling
stations. For neither is a CG
necessary land is certainly not
sufficient)

4: Physical intmidation and
financial coercion have to be
sanctioned against in law in
terms of a Political Code of
Conduct. For this a CG is not
necessary and may even be
completely ineffectual. Elected
representatives will have
greater moral authority in
bringing about the necessary
changes in law.

¥ 6 and 7: Here are the
main bones of contention,
which led to the clamour for a
Iree and fair election. It has
been seen in the past. particu-
larly under autocratic regimes,
that the party in power tend to
use slate resources, particu-
larly the radio and the TV, ex-

cessively to further their own
eleCUGTT Carnpagns

This is an area in which
significant neutrality was
achieved during the 199}
clection. This was for

two reasoms. First. none of the

contending political parties,

particularly the two strongest
ones at the timme, were kesn on

exerting any undue pressure
on the system lor a variety af
reasons. namely euphorta at
bringing down an autocratic
regiine. keenness on matntain-
ing a clean image confidence
apout election victory. eic. In
short, an unwritten code of
conduct was followed by the
political parties. evemr in the
absence of a legal provision for
the same. Secondly. there was
a high level of alertness

the citizens with many elec-
tion observers from home and
abroad following the entire
electoral process from the
Lime it was started, culminat-
ing with literally thousands of
them roaming around the
poliing stations of the ceuntry
on the election day It was vir-
tually impossible to manipulate
the electoral process wunder
such intensive and exténsive

limelight without being identi-
fied

Both the conditions fol-
lowing a code of conduct and
allowing transparency of the
procedures to the satisfaction '
of partisan or non-partisan
observers. whether neutral or
otherwise, can be achieved
without a CG. (The point needs
to be made very [irmly that
non-partisanship does not
mean neutrality)

it is evident that for none of
the three points related to the
functioning of a strong
Election Commission deriving
its authority from laws with
reforms where necéssary, is a
Caretaker Government either
necessary or sufficient.

Conclusion

The arguments above prove,
the hypothesis., a caretaker
government does not help to
achieve a free and fair election.
Patriotic citizens truly seeking a
democratic political order in
this country should give the
matter some serious thought.

The writer is Managing Di-
rector, Multidisciplinary Ac-
tion Research Centre (MARC)
and former Chairman,
Bangladesh [nstitute of Devel-
opment Studies (BIDS).

™ INGAPORE  amd Taipei
b Are gearing up W lake
over rom Hong Kong

45 a regional financial centre
and international gateway to
China after llong Kong reverts
tv. 'China in 1997. but it

Shanghai that may finally steal
the limelight.

Singapore’'s serior minister
Lee Kwan Yew surprised some
Asian [inancial analysts re-
cently when he said Singapore
vwas liberalicing some of .is
policies to .atiract more in-
vestment banks and interna-
tional Jund managers.

"Several financial centres in
the region are emerging lo
compete in financial ser-
vices, We have Lo change and
liberulise to stay ahead." Lee
said. sending alarm bells ring-
ing loudly in Hong Kong.

Rising property prices, high
inflation and a labour shortage.
coupled with the realisation
that Hong Kong is unlikely to
remain the [ree-wheeling fi-
nancial centre it is now has
meant serious contenders are
emerging to take on some of
the international business that
has preferred Hong Kong for
decades.

Hong Kong has left that in
the constant rivalry with

- Singapore it has been winning

out by offering a more invest-
ment-friendly environment,
but the tide may well be turn-
ing.

Taipei has also made noises
that it would like to inherit
some of Hong Kong's interna-
tional and China-related busi-
ness, political tensions with
the Mainland not withstanding.

But banking analysts in
Hong Kong note that Taiwan is
not considered a serious con-
tender., with action falling far
short of words. "Taipei has
been lelt behind in the race to
reform linancial systems to
take on more international
business.” savs one Hong Kong-
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Dignity of Labour
. Sir, The crimes and frus-
tration situation is getting bad
to worse day by day, especially
with the youths. Many have
made a lot of suggestions and
have expressed various opin-
lons on the same but will all
that do any good. As we are
aware, economic hardship, lust
for money, unemployment and
idleness are the main causes of
crime and frustration prevail-
ing among the youths. In my
opinion, dignity of labour and
acceptance of all kinds of odd
jobs or in other words 'jobs
with less status', can pave the
way for solving or at least min-

imising the crisis the country
is besieged with.

Rather unfortunately, dig-
nity of labour is yet to win a
place in our society; that is
why no one really wants to
come forward to take ap odd
jobs and therefore indulge in
unfare means.

Those who are finding it
tough to get so called white-
collar jobs at offices or works
at mils and factories have to

} come forward to take up odd

After Hong Kong, Who?

Aslan cities vie to take the place of Hong
Kong as the region's financial centre.
Yojana Sharma of Inter Press Service re-
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ports from Hong Kong

based banker.

Not  only Singapore. but
Kuala Lumpur, Bangkok and
even Tokyo are gearing up to
he more attractive to foreign
financial investors. not merely
in the hope of attracting busi-

ness [rom Hong Kong in the
ruti-up to 1997 but because
the immense growth of the re-
gion needs financial services to
malch. say analysts here.

As they upgrade tp meet
their own regional needs they
pése more of a threat Hong

- Kong. But what all of them lack

Is proximity to China, seen as

the greal engine of growth in
the Asia,

Hong Kong has always been
smug in the knowledge that
for proximity and infrastruc-
ture links with China and the
rest of the world no one can

beat it as a conduit for China -

trade. : :

So, far. But even Hong Kong
is now becoming more nervous
about the emerging colossus
that is the newly-modernising
Shanghai with its Pudong New
Zone under construction.

Daimler-Benz, Germany's
largest car maker caused a
considerable stir recently
when it announced it would
list on the Shanghai stockmar-
ket rather than Hong Kong.

"If you want to go for China
yvou have two alternatives,
Hong Kong or Shanghai. These
are two centres of competi-
tion,” said Daimler Benz's chiel

linancial officer Gerhard
Liener.
Despite resirictions,

Shanghai is the fastest growing
banking cenire in the region
attracting myriads of banks in
an officially sanctioned bid to
turn the city into a major [i-
nancial centre.

US companies. complain
about infrastructure bottle-
necks in Shanghai. Unlike
Hong -Kong which sets aside
20 per cent of urban land for
roads, Shanghai allocates only
five percent. The city is also
short of power, with only 85
per cent of demand being met,
although economic zones and
foreign enterprises, residential
and office complexes are given
priority.

Yet Japanese companies are
flocking to the city making up

- almost 12 per cent of total for-

eign investrnent in Shanghai.

- More telling, many Japan-
esc companies that had
originally set yp®retail and
manufacturing outlets in
Beijing are moving to Shang-
hai, which is considered to
have a much larger consumer
market and better education
and mar agerial ability than,
Beijing.

Shanghai authorities with
political backing from Beijing
are developing a strategy to
turn Shanghai into a regional,
financial and trading power-
house wiithin. 15 years — re-
versing the decline of the last
40 years since the Communisis
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Look power.

State of the art office tow-
ers. superb infrastructure and
communications and — more
important — i{s own power
generation plant characterise
the Pudong New Zone, a satel-
lite business city now being
tonsiructed across the river

5

from Shanghal, with billions of
dollars in state funds and lor-
elgn Mmoney. '

By the turn of the century,
Pudong will be able to tempt
companies away from Hong
Kong with an increasing aboul
of top class commercial space,
say analysts. -
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jobs. Forget what the society
and others have to say; forget
the cheap egos of the family
background or the past status
we foolishly brag about. Like
those in the western countries
we must also broaden our
minds and accept odd jobs.
Many Bangladeshis are do-
ing odd jobs abroad, why can't
we do it here. We in other
fields have come forward to
keep pace with modern times,
why not we broaden our minds
and give due respect to dignity
of labour and accept odd jobs.

If dish washing, taxi driv-
ing, car cleaning, working in
departmental stores and other
odd jobs. are and boldly ac-
cepted abroad why not here?
Hell with the so called superi-
ority or inferiority complex we
suffer from; will the privileged
ones ever come forward to
mitigate the sufferings of the
under-privileged thousands?

In the beginning, many may
not accept and feel shy, but in
course of time ‘odd jobs' as it
may sound or called will grad-
ually be something natural or
may even prove progressive

and thus help curtail crimes
and frustrations — at least
forceful snatching from others’
will ease to a great extend.

Giving due respect to dig-
nity of labour and acceptance
of 'odd jobs' will surely help
ease unemployment situation
and erase out the backward
ego and false pride many in
the nation have been suffering
from for so long.

[slam dlso stresses greatly

"on dignity of labour to teach all

to be equal.

Khawja Vigar Moinuddin
Dhaka

Burt Lancaster and
our days

Sir, I thank Mr Towheed .

Feroze of Dhaka University for
his tributes to late Burt Lan-
caster, the immortal actor of
Hollywood, published in The
Daily Star's letters column on
November 9, 1994.

Mr Feroze may be a young
man and fortunate enough to
have seen so many movies of
Burt Lancaster. Referring to
the list of movies he men-

-
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tioned 1 add two more names
— the last one I saw more than
a decade back, namely
Cassendra Crossing, and the
other movie, Veracruz, which I
saw about 37-38 years ago
while 1 was a resident student
of the Salimullah Muslim Hall
of Dhaka University. | had seen
this movie together with a
class friend and hall mate of
mine. We were so much ub-
sessed by this movie and the
roles played by Burt Lancaster
and Gary Cooper, fighting with
each other during their long
journey..., that from the next
morning | was transformed
into Burt Lancaster and my
friend, into' Garry Cooper and
each time we met anywhere
[except in public places] we
used to grin at each other,
take out our belts and lash at
each other and engage our-
selves in a sort of mock fight
like the fights between Burt
and Gary. Once during such a
mock fight in the veranda of
SM Hall, one of our simple-
hearted friends was passing by
from the dinning hall to his
room with a glass of water and
my belt hit the glass acciden-

tally. The glass fell.down and

broke into pleces, the water
splashed around on the floor as
he stood still with surprise.
Then both of us suddenly
grinned at him with the flying
belts in our hands and he
walked away quickly without a
word, presuming that our fight
was real since he knew noth-
ing about the movie and the
lace fights.

Long 37-38B years have
passed by since | saw this
movie first time. BTV showed
this movie once few years
back. | am still Burt Lancaster
at heart and my dear friend is
stil Gary Cooper and we still
grin at each other at times
though we happen to meet
rarely these days since we live
in different cities. :

Thanks again to Mr Feroze
for his tributes to late Burt
Lancaster, my most favourite
actor of the mid-fifties and the
unforgettable hero of Holly-
wood.

Shahadat Hussain
M Shaukat Ali Road,

Chittagong
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"Although it was only in the
late 1980s that Shanghai
started to embark upon major
infrastructure and economic
developments. she has since
made remarkable achieve-
ments,” noted Quo-Wei Lee,
chairman of Hong Kong's Hang
Seng Bank. in a recent speech.

‘While Hong Kong has also
made considerable progress
during the period, its pace is
lagging behind Shanghai," he

added.

Some experts fear Hong
Kong's competitive edge may
be reduced after 1997 because
China will pressure Hong Kong
banks to favour China over in-
ternational companies — re-
ducing transparency and lais-
sez faire principles that are
Hong Kong's hallmark.

Even now Hong Kong tends
to be affected strongly by polit-
ical events on the Mainland,
making Hong Kong and
Shanghai virtually equal con-
tenders after 1997 for those
who would have otherwise

preferred Hong Kong for its
political stability. ‘

Singapore may gain from
those seeking political stability
in the region, but even
singaporean bankers point out
that political stability may be
be as important as it once was
for investors given the ability .
ol companies to domicile in
offshore centres.

While Hong Kong has a head
start, by the end of the first
decade of the next century its
position may well be seriously
challenged.

"Shanghai is already the na-
tional centre (for China busi-
ness)." says Henry Tsang, a
Hong Kong-based investmant
banker with Merrill Lynch.
"The question is how gquickly
the national centre can do
more of the international

work. That is what Hong Kong
is cdoing.”

Sir, Thanks a lot for your
editorial "Educational Lapses”
published on 23rd November. |
came to know a new conse-
quence of students’' crime.

Taking the registers out of the
office is more than a crime.
Students are the conscience of
the nation. But how the nation
will keep their faith in them in
such state of affairs? Many of
the students think that they
are the kings of the society.

Once | met some students who
were arguing on the fare with
the bus conductor st

that they were students. So,
they would not give the fare
sought. It's really painful.

Sometimes students belmm
to political wings show

power over general students.
They perhaps think that their
respective political parties will
save them from any situation.

Is it educational lapses or.
something more?

Emdadur Ralvnan Rumon

Department of English
Chittagong University



