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Public Debate on FAP
Long before the preparation — let alone publi-
cauu:g — of the full text the Flood Action Plan
(FAP) it came under attack. That was not without
recedent but certainly at risk to be off target.
Rrrw that the final draft report has been released
by Agriculture and Water Resources Minister
M Majid-ul Huq the arguments for or st the
plan can be re wl. The minister has
gone so far as to hold sible for the criti-

cism, among others, "a of unders " of
the process. This lack of understanding. accord-
ing to the minister, owes to a large to the

media's failure to come to terms with the techni-
calities of the .

At this stage we are not in a
any comment on the merits o
identified nor are we conipetent enough

tion to make
the 65 projects
to say if

the minister is or in claiming the
FAP studies to be most comprehensive in the
water sector to date. However we feel — and

rightly so — that the claim need to be substanti-
ated. Now the details have come in, one way of
proving its justification is to make it acceptable to
the people. Once the people have okayed, even a
less than perfect plan is much better.

However, the problems in obtaiming such a

pular approval on a complex issue such as the
'AP are numerous. Better it would be if the issue
had been thoroughly discussed in parliament.
Since that prospect appears to be out of sight,
the need for taking the issue to the public proves
overriding. This is possible if the media can be
fully and properly utilised for the purpose. The
purpose then is to inform the public in clear and
understandable e supported by charts and
graphs, maybe, on the TV. The print medium,

newspapers in particular, can carry articles high-
lighting the various aspects of the plan.

Only then people can participate in a highly in-
tormed debate on this matter that is important.
By the minister's own admission, the coordina-
tion study bktween the various aspects of the
flooding problem is yet to be taken up. Then
there is the more intriguing question of combin-
ing the structural works with non-structural mea-
sures. Nobody can be sure to what extent the
combination will take place and with what re-
sults. But at least let the people know beforehand
what is being put in place. They have the chance
to give their opinions on the various elements of
the plan. After all, transparency matters.

L] L
Useful Visit

Bangladesh Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia's brief visit to Male has been an unqualified
success, as it was perhaps Ext‘;l:uected to be. The
two countries have had the finest of relations
with no differences between them whatsoever
even remotely reciligring to be negotiated.

The PM's visit has produced some concrete re-
sults — bilaterally. The elevation of the joint
committee from the secretaries' level to that of
the Foreign Ministers, speaks of the importance
being accorded to the task of wide e scope
of cooperation between the two countries. That
the governments and the private sectors of both
the countries will work towards expanding and
diversifying the bilateral trade, increasing the
scope of Investment and exporting more skilled
and unskilled manpower augurs extremely well.
The direct exchange of money orders between
[Dhaka and Male helps upgrade the employment
conditions. Initiatives are to be taken to encour-
age manpower export including professionals
from Bangladesh to Maldives.

The bilateral contact has helped bolster the
regional spirit in keeping with a summit decisipn
that valued frequent exchanges of visits between
heads of state and government within the SAARC
region to fill in the void between summits. As the
SAARC Chairperson Khaleda Zia took the oppor-
tunity of briefing the Maldives President about
the keen interest the Malaysian Prime Minister
had shown in bu a bridge between SAARC
and ASEAN when she visited him recently. The
joint communique makes a mention of this as
well as the need for having a link with the Euro-
pean Union.

The identity of views on the accords in the
Middle East and establishment of a non-racial
democracy in South Africa together with the ex-
pression of concern for human tragedies in -Bos-
nia, Rwanda and Somalia was mutually refreshing.
Thelr impassioned call for the adoption of special
measures, promised to the least developed coun-
tries under the Uruguay Round Agreement, could
not be more timely.

Costly Amateurishness

Rarely has a coincidence been as instructive as
the one that occurred in the AIDS-related cover-
age of our newspaper on Saturday. The full four-
column unmissable photo on the front page ran
this newsy caption: "A colourful anti-AIDs rally
was brought out AIDS Awareness Committee
yesterday". The colour to it was added by s6me
fashion-world stars whom we give a big hand for
showing commitment to a social cause.

However on the much less bright, and certainly
not a va%)ue. side, has been the outcry of 26-year.
old Habibur Rahman who felt 'crippled men
and socially’ for being wrongly glagnﬂstd H
positive in a Dhaka diagnostic centre on being
referred to it a so-called general hospital. Re-
turning to D from Hong Kong a month or so
ago, he landed in that hospital. The MD of the di-
agnostic centre had reportedly been absolutely
certain about the genuineness of the finding
reached by an application of what was claimed to
be 'a latest method'. It was on the strength of
such a claim that a national daily published the
news of Habibur Rahman being sitive. The
same newspaper put the matter in the right per-
:;Pecthre er Infectious Diseases Hospital, the

ational AIDS Committee and the IPGMR gave
him a clean chit saying his blood contained no
AIDS virus whatsoever. ' ‘

The unprofessional, amateurish and irrespon-
sible way in which Habibur Rahman's case has
been handled opens our eyes to what is needed to
be done on the AIDS front. First and foremost,
let's have an information centre erably with
branch offices in the land or sc:]})ort areas, to be
at the beck and call to answer all sorts of queries
about the irreversible disease. . why not
put together a one-step service for screening
AIDS suspects or taking them in for isolation or
treatment, if e positive. AIDS belong to
the grey area of the unknown as it is and how
counter-productive it will be if we were to fail to

disseminate whatever little we know about the
syndrome!

HE failure of the dialog
ue has disappointed and
saddened the natton. Ine-

vitably, recriminations lollow
such fatlures. This is exactly
what is happening now. What
is needed, however. is not re-
crimination but dispassionate
and objeclive assessment ol
the situation in order Lo de-
termine the next step. Life did
nol come to a stand still nor
did the political crisis disap-
pear with the departure of the
Commonwealth Envoy. We are,
in fact, back to square one,

The Daily Star published my
interview on 22 November
when | spoke about the impli-
cations of the two latest pro-
posals made by the two sides.
The reasons for acceptance or
non-acceptance of the pro-

posed solutions must be sought
in their relative merit. The
government's proposal. in my
analysis, is just not workable.
The explosive situation that
will prevail within the cabinet
will tear it apart, creating an
even mare serfous national
crisis. Permit me to clarify the
rale played by the Common-
wealth Envoy. as | see it. His
statement. prior to his depar-
ture, has raised many ‘eye
brows and caused much con-
Let me begin by explaining
how the Commonwealth got
involved in the dialogue. In
mid-September the Common-
wealth Secretary-General Mr
Emeka Anyaoku came to
Bangladesh on an official visit.
It should be clearly understood
that it was not the Leader of
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Sir Ninian could encourage the two sides to reach agreement and

The Dialogue : Role of the Commonwealth

even advise them or offer ideas but no one

asked him to mediate or arbitrate. Why he chose to make such a fundamental departure from his mandate is

a mystery to all of us. . . . It is equally

the Oppositionn but the gov
erninent which invited him to
visit Bangladesh. He came and
paid a courtesy call on Sheikh
Hasina. Al no stage during the
discussions did Sheikh Hasina
even suggest that the Com
monwealth might play a role in
the matter. It was the Secre.
tary-General himself who of
fered his good offices in seek
ing a solution to the political
crisis. He had met the Prime
Minister on the previous day
Sheikh Hasina responded to
the offer positively

I would like to emphasize
here that there was no uncer-
tainty or ambiguity on our part
or on the part of the Com-
monwealth Secretary-General
about his Envoy's role. In

that
the Leader of the
informed Mr Anyacku that she
expected the latter's Envoy to
“facilitate” the talks without
deiting involved in the dia-
logue itsell. In her latter dated
September 27, 1984 to Mr
Anyaoku she said, "While | do
not expect him (the Envoy) (g
his

presence will be most useful is
establishing the ground rules
for the dialogue.” She reiter-
ated her position Lo the Secre-
tary-General in her letter of 5

October 1994 in whieh she
said, Your distinguished envoy
can be of great help in arrang-
ing the time, place and format
for the talks. In particular, |
hope he will be able to ensure
that the official news media
will not be used to preseni bi-
ased and tendentious reports
abgut the talks. | am con-
sirained to make this request
e iuse our experience with
the TV, radio as well as gov-
ernment-owned newspapers

has been most unsatisfactory. |

do not, of course. cxpect your
cnvoy o get involved in the di -
have rendered a greal service
i he can facilitate ihe lalks by
creating the oght conditions.”

Quite clearly, the Secretary-
General shared the view be-
cause there was no hint from
him that his envoy would un-
dertake any task wha
Shelkh Hasina had set out in
her letters. Sir Ninian Stephen
must have known all this be-
cause, upon his arrival in
Dhaka on 13 October, 1994 he
said, "My mission is to be avail-
able to facilitate discussions
bptween the parties in any way
that might be appropriate.”

Sir Ninian's statement on
November 20. 1994 must be

inexplicable why he had to go public with his personal views. There is
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viewed against the background
explained above. His mandate
was clearly established and de
fined. He knew the precise na-
ture of his task. He certainly
knew what he was not ex-
pected to do. it may be re-
called that during the talks
held between the two sides in
the Parliament Buillding. he
was not present. His presence
was not considered
because his role was merely
that of a facilitator.

it was only when the dis-
cussions in the Parliament

Building ;ﬂvuj fruitliess that
talks at

but no one thought that he
would make proposals on his
own or undertake any media-
tory effort.

He could encourage the two
sides to reach agreement and
even advise them or diler ideas
but no one asked him o medi-
ate or arbitrate. Why he chose
to make such a fundamental

departure from his mandate is
a mysiery to all of us.

it |s equally inexplicable
why he had to go public with
his personal views. There is no
doubt whatsoever that he devi-
ated from his mandate and
made an unwarranted state-
ment. He could not pessibly
have a "proposal” of his own
and in fact he did not have a
proposal

We li-ll knew as indeed he
himself knew that it was the

ﬁnnuﬂ’upropnldihich
had brought to us. The

position was negotiating
the government. not with
In his eagerness to impose
nﬂutlu:mthe{)prm
chnltpw was
owT .1 is a matter
profound regret for us that he
ceased to be neutral when he
made the statement on 20
November. If he felt that his

s T T

part. He had no right te sit on
judgement ovér the actions
and policies of the political

parties of Bangladesh. Count-

less citizens of this country

found it surprising that a rep-
resentative of the Commeon-

wealth Secretariat sought to

influence our public opinfon by
holding a press conference.
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The Envoy's refgrence to

remarks are an unwarranted
interference in eur internal af-

fairs. What was most galling for
most people in this country
was his patronizing remark
that "The Commenwealth will

Cafes Revive as Siege City Approaches i1ts 1,000th Day

A third cold winter of shortages looms and residents of the besieged city, of Sarajevo still
often have to dodge sniper fire. But, reports a Gemini News Service correspondent, there are
young people in the cafes and Sarajevans exude confidence and determination.

ITH two plastic water
ugs in each arm, 67-
year-old Hebib Filop-

ovic climbs the five flights ol
stairs to his apartment, as he
has done many time a day
since Sarajevo came under
Serb attack in April 1992.

For two-and-a-half years,
the retired "electrician, his
wife and mother-in-law have
lived without running water
and electricity.

"We're lucky because we're
still in our own home," he says,
pointing to crumbling pock-
marks where grenades hit
their building. "And we're go-
ing to stay. Nothing can be
worse than last winter, and we
survived that.”

Even as Sarajevo nears its
thousandth day of siege on
December 6, cut off from
Bosnian government held ter-
ritory by the Bosnian Serbs,
the city exudes a spirit of con-
fidence and determination.

Although a third winter of
shortage and hunger lies
ahead, Sarajeveans seem to
have lost their fear. Today,
they are more defiant than
ever that the Bosnian Serbs
will never take their city. and
that somehow, regardless of
the cost, they will persevere.

Despite the sporadic sniper
fire from the Serb-held hills
above the city, some aspects of
life have returned to normal.
Young people frequent the
cafes again and siroll freely
through the old city. '

"We don't look as good as
we used to,” says Zida, a 31-
year-old graphic artist. "I've
lost 21 pounds and now all my
clothes are too big for me."
What she misses most [rom
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the old days. she says, are her
friends who have gone to the
‘West, been killed or are at the
front. |

Althougli small shops and-

marketplaci:s are open again,
few people liave the German
marks necessary to buy fresh
vegetables or coffee. Most peo-
ple live on humanifarian aid
that consists of bread. meal,
cheese, beans and powdered
milk.

"Our job is to get the people
here enough food to subsist,

and that's hard enough.” says

Peler Kessler of the United
Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR].

The Bosnian Serbs routinely
hinder aid convoys that cross
their territory. "Whether
Sarajevo makes it through the
winter again depends on the
war,” says Kessler., "We're
building up reserve stocks now
as quickly as we can.”

The tinge of hope in the air
comes largely from the recent
advances of the government
iroops against the Bosnian
Serb Army, which still occu-
pies two-thirds of the country.
In comtrast to last year. the
mostly-Muslim. - army and
Bosnian Croat forces are allied
once again. ' '

Sarajeveans are convinced
Lthat the military initiative has
finally turned in favour of gov-
ernment forces, whose recent
oifensive re-took key territory
in northwestern and central
Bosnia, as well as around
Sarajevo’'s Mount Igman.

The people of Sarajevo pay
for their army's advances with
ever-heavier artillery attracts
from the surrounding hills. But
no one begrudges the army its
victories. "Our army is stronger
than ever,” says Filopovic.
"We'll win this war yet, without
the international community.
They've done nothing bu let us

Morale in the government

===

army is high, even though
most soldiers still fight in
jeans and tennis shoes, says
Filopovic's neighbour, Zlatan, a
long-haired philosaphy stu-
dent. now frontline soldier.
The Serbs, he says. have lost
their will to fight.

"We're fighting for our
homes and our lives. The Serbs
don't know what they're fight-
ing for." he says. on weekend

leave for the first time in fnurl

months. "Once the Serbs have
pillaged a city. they have no

reason to keep it. Our soldiers
used to live there.”

Al the government army

“headquarters, General Jovan

Divjac says that the army's top
prigrity is defending Sarajevo
and the besieged eastern en-
claves. "The Bosnian Serb
Army captured most of its ter-
ritory in the first months of
the war,"” he points out, "before
a real government army even
existed.”

At the time, the Yugoslav
army still had bases throughout
Bosnia and Herzegovina and
cities fell easily. Despite the
weapons embargo, he admits,
light arms from "a few small
friends" have been coming
through. '

The renewed Muslim—truai
alliance has been decisive in

recapturing key points such as
Kupres. the city that reopens

the main road to Central

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’'s real name, signature and

address.

'We are Concerned'’

Sir. | along with many other

, readers share your concern

(Editorial 'We are .Concerned'
on 22/11/94) and at the same
time two questions, with the
benefit of hindsight, haunt my
mind. One, why. to start with,
our soldiers went to a place for
peacekeeping practically un-
armed? | read somewhere that
peacekeeping forces are re-

quired only when there is ng -

peace to keep. These Serbs are
armed to their teeth and oper-
ate with a vengeance to annihi-
late the Muslims. Bangladeshi
soldiers can be an added at-
traction for them to attack.
Secondly, the Russians are the
only friends of the Bosni-
an/Croatian  Serbs. Are we
moving the friendly govern-
ment of Moscow for the safety
of our men. Or we are leaving
everything to the UN?

A reader

Anthony D'Mello

Sir, Asrarul Islam Chow-
dhury's write-up “A tread down
memory lane” (Daily Star 17th
Nov) was truly absorbing and
interesting.

I recall the tremendous
services rendered to the sub-
continental cricket by the late
Anthony D'Mello. D'Mello was
then president of the Indian
Cricket Control Board and it
was his untiring efforts that
made possible the West
Indians' first visit to India. It
was also India's f[irst official
Test series played at home.

Earlier an English team way
back in the thirties visited
India under Jardine's cap-
taincy but India at that time
did not enjoy recognition as a
Test team and hence the tour
was considered as unofficial.
Indian cricket received of-
ficial recognition from the
MCC much later and India
played her first official Test
series against England in the
UK in 1946 when the senior
Nawab of Pataudi led the
Indian team. Even then the
English cricket authorities ar-
ranged three-day Test matches
considering India to be no bet-
ter than one of their county
teams. It however goes to the
credit of the legendary Wally
Hammond under whose skip-
pership, England did defeat
India in a three-day Test

match and rounded up defeat’

the 3-Test match series with a
one win, two draws result.

Asrarul rightly maintains
that the salient feature of the
West Indies-India 1948
cricket rubber was the 779
runs accumulated by the dash-
ing batsman Everton Weekes
but he\ has perhaps inadver-
tently failed to mention that
the latter also created cricket
history by scoring five succes-
sive Tesl centuries,

Though Asrarul spoke of the
famous three W's (Walcott,
Weekes and Worrell), the last
name, Lthe most prolific and
well-known amongst the
three, however could not make
the Indian tour in 1948 and on
India’'s part, they, could not
avail themselves of their star
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Bosnia, But after nearly a year
of war between them, the rela-
tionship between the govern-
ment army and the Bosnian
Croat units is still uncertain.

The Bosnian Croats, under
their own command, fight only
for "Croatian” cities in formerly
Croat-populated regions. "They
get paid $110 a month; we're
lucky if we're ever paid.” says
Faruk, a member of the presii-
gious Bosnian Special Forces.
"Why should they want to inte-
grate into our army?”

Bosnian Serb
Radovan Karadzic has called
for a general mobilisation of all
men between the ages of 16
and 65. "We will destroy and
annihilate the enemy.” he
thunders. But of the 600,000
people on Serb-held territory
(in contrast to 2.3 million en
government land). all able-
bodied men have long been

* conscripted into the Bosnian

Serb Army.

‘Despite reports of dissen-
sion among the Bosnian Serbs,
Karadzic's retains a lot of sup-
port within the army and the
leadership. UN sources admit
that the economic sancti
against his "Serbska
Republika,” nominally enforced
by Serbia and Montenegro, are
having little effect.

What the outside world de-

nies the Bosnian Serbs, it gets
from the UN. In exchange for

baisman, Vijay Merchant whb
was earlier called to captain
the Indian side but declined at
Lhe last moment due to some
pressing personal problems
and thus Lala Amarnath was
made to take command.
Today we talk of India's
strong batting line-up but in
1948 India also had batting
stalwarts like Vijay Hazare,
Rusi Mody. Mushtaque Ali,
Hemu Adhikari, Vinoo
Mankad, K C Ibrahim and Lala
Amarnath. The team, however,

missed the services of Vijay '

Merchant at that time —
doubtlessly India's ace running
machine.

And much before West
Indians discovered the fierce
Welsley Hall and Griffiths, they
already had a deadly speedster
in Pripor Jones who toured
India in 1948 and whose pace
siruck fear in the heart of ev-
cry batsman who had to face
him. '

Last but not the least, in
spite of the tension prevailing
between India and Pakistan as
an aftermath of the tion,
Anthony D'Mello who was born

~ in Karachi saw to it that during

the 1948 West Indian tour of
India, the Carlbbeans also
made it a point to play a few

. matches in a new-born coun-

try.
Robert Kader

. 34 Mehdibagh. Chittagong

Caretaker
government
Sir, | feel | am a supporter
of BNP. But | do believe that
the only way of Holding a free
and fair election in Bangladesh
for at least the next 15 years is
to hand over power to a neu-
tral caretaker government. I
don't understand why BNP's
top brass is so adamant over
the issue. It is no shame to ac-
cept a reasopable opposition
demand; rather it is a sign of
large-heartedness. In this con-

nection I fully appreciate the
article, "The Dialogue and How
to End it" by your learned
columnist Mr Abu Abdullah
published in the 13th Nov. is-
sue of your paper. I pray that
good sense prevails upon our
political leadership.

Mrs Momtaj Jahan
Fulbari. Sylhet

- Well done UNSC

Sir, The. Serbs' aircraft
dropped napam and cluster
hombs on the Bosnian Muslims
at the UN safe haven of Bihac.
The UN Secretary General B B
Ghali authorised the use of air
power to defend the town of
Bihac. 30 NATO planes — Bri-
tish, Dutch, US and French —
launched a massive air attack
from Italy on the Serb held
Udbina airport. in Croatia and
destroyed Serb anti-aircraft in-
stallations, the runway and a
surface-to-air missile site. The
Russian President Boris Yeltsin
backed the UN Security Coun-
cil decision that allowed the
NATO strike. We congratulate
all the permanent and nop-
permanent members of the
UNSC on the timely and suc-
cessful operation.

For over the last four years
the Serbs have been shedding
the bleod of innocent Muslims
in Bosnia. The world con-
science and the UN have at
last realised the Serb atrocities
and the great slaughter of the
Bosnian Muslims, We hope the
NATO air attack would teach
the Serbs’'a lesson to behave in
future failing which a great
catastrophe awaits them. In-
deed sometime the UN has to
make a war to stop war for the

sake of justice and peace.

We would our 1200
Bangladeshi troops stationed
in Bthac on UN peace keeping
mission (o maintain their

. morale and courage high in-

spite ol heavir odds and to en-
sure the safety and security of
every Bosnian.

We would also like to sug-

gest that the UN should im-
mediately arrest Serb leader
Rodovan Karadzic and put him
on trial as a war criminal [or
the sake of peace and stability
in Europe.

O H Kabir

Dhaka-1203 .
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Sir, 1 had an.opportunity to
read an article written by Mr
Kuldip Nayar entitled "Appoin-
tment of India's Chief Justice"
published in your estéemed
paper on 18th November. He
has rightly pointed out the
procedures, merits, demerits,
problems, systems
services of judicliary at the
highest level of a country. We
like to st a few points

applicable to Bangladesh as
under:-

1) The practice of giving
preference to a person brought
from the bar should be strictly

followed from lower level to

highest level. If this system

can be introduced, the quality
of bar will, no doubt, improve.

2) The selection of judges
from bar and bench should be
only hy the Chief Justice, with-
out political interference.

3) To remave h pending
cases, thére should be ap-

pointment of more judges at
all levels from lower courts to
the highest court.

4) The circuit bench system
should be Introduced at head-
quarters of each Division im-
mediately to remove huge

pending cases and sufferings of

r people.

5) The charge of heavy fees
by the lawyers should be min-
imised and a restriction as

leader

and -

restricled passage to Sarajevo
and the enclaves, Karadzic

demands half of all UN human-
itarian aid and 30 per cent of
fuel. "There are many innocent
Serbs who are suffering too.”
says Peter Kessler of UNHCR.
Most people here call the deal
blackmail.

Criticism of the UN's role is
scathing. "France, Britain and
Russia openly pursue a pro-
Serb policy,” says Aida. a young
Muslim lawyer, echoing an ac-
cusation heard from the street
corner to the highest offices of
the government. "They tell us
that we can't defend ourselves.
They say that if we fight back
they'll order air strikes or
leave.” she says. "I say let them
leave. We can fight our own

Bosnians may be bitter
about their treatment, but they
remain committed to a multi-
ethnic, multi-national state. In
Sarajevo, Muslims, Croats and
Serbs still live together.

"Karadzic and his bandits
aren't normal Serbs, they're
Chetniks, fascist Serbs,” says
Snezjna, a 30-year-old Muslim
school teacher. "My neighbours
and friends are Serbs. They're
still here with us.”

Sarajeveans say that the war
is far from over. They are de-
termined to hold their city and
re-establish the internationally
recognised borders of their
slate.

With a weary smile, they in-

~ sist that the real war has only

just begun.

PAUL HOCKENOS is a US

Jreelance journalist based in
Berlin, ;
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such should be imposed by.the
Supreme Court.

6} The Chief Justice should
have power to declare gov-
ernment invalid in case of cri-
~sis in the country and should

A8sSUuIne power.

M Ali
Ghoramara, Rajshahi

amendments

Sir, The Constitution of the
country is a sacred decument.
All the members of the parlia-
ment are pledge-bound to pro-
tect it. We have made

ample, the women are de-
manding to have their mem-
bership direct from the gen-
eral election. The present size
of the parliament was deter-
mined on the basis of popula-

mately 12 crore. Whether 300
members are sufficient to rep-
resent the 12 crore people of
Bangladesh is a matter to pon-
der over. The present system
of nominating the female
men Ihl' is to be reviewed.
There should be a fixed num-
ber of women seats in the par-
liament but the members shall
have to be elected by the gen-
eral voters of the country.

The present move to amend
the Constitution for holding
three consecutive elections
under a caretaker government
should also the carefully exam-

ined. This move, il accepted,
will pe leave a recorded
evidence we as a nation

are not trustworthy (because
we don't trust each other).

Mahbubul Hagque Chowdhury
Kalabaghan, Dhakoa



