> The Buily Mar

—

DownN TO KARTH

Problems of City Sanitation

Te every citizen of the city.
it 18 clear that there has been
no singular improvement in
the look of the city which con-
tinues to wear an
of decay. With the recent
change of the head of munieci-
pal corporation. hepes were
raised about some notable im-
provement in municipal ser-
vices. Such hopes mostly ap-
pear to have been belied. It is
irue that with the rapid
growth of population. the
growth of city areas has been
consistently faster than devel-
opinent of infrastructural ser-
vices. As a result. large sec-
tions of the urban population
get no benefit from municipal
services In such a situation.
the more neglected areas are,
among others, health, sanita-
tion, urban sewerage and waste
management,

The elementary step in city
sanitation is proper clearance
of garbage. Except for the en-
viruns of the few big VIP roads
and the sides and areas close
to such roads, almost all other
places in both old and new
haka. present sights of un-
¢ leared garbage on the sides of
roads inspite of some recent
mconsistent attempts for their
e drdnce.

'he slums and semi-sjlums
which have increased in size
iid number over the years
«ontribute substantially to the
deterioration of the over-all
sanitation of the city. In the
| haka city, only half of its pop-
vilation can afford the facility of
sanitary toilets. Its floating
population, slum dwellers and
uther poor classes of people
are beyond the pale of this {a-
vility In the city, only 15 to 18
per cent of its areas come un-
der the purview of the WASA
sewerage system. Poverty and
lack of awareness among the
people are the main causes of

Rabin opposes
death penalty
to Hamas activist

JERUSALEM, Nov 25;
‘rime Minister Yitzhak Rabin
said today he opposed the
leath sentence that an lsraeli
military court gave a Pales-

mi.0r unerilla for a bus
nhing that killed six peo-
ple. reports Reuler.

“In principle 1 believe it
~vonild be a blunder to carry out
. tleath sentence.” Rabin told
i~rael radio in his first com-
mient on the sentence given
<iid Badarneh, 24, on
"hursday for the April bomb-
i in Hadera. northern Israel.

‘To this day Israel has not
put a single Palestinian terror-
st to death, and [ think this
adas correct.” he said. Legal
rxperts predicted the sen-
leree would be overturned on
111 automatic appeal to a
Higher court.

Were the sentence upheld,
Badameh of the Islamic Hamas
movement would be only -the
second person., executed by
srael. lsrael hanged Adolf
Eichmann, an overseer of the
Narzi holocaust, in 1962,

By ASM Nurunnabi

the deplorable sanitary situa-
tion in the city.

The Natianal Sanitation
Week was recently observed in
the city under the joint aus-
pices of the UNICEF and the °
Public Health Engineering De-
partiment and inaugurated by
the Prime Minister. During the
week, emphasis was laid on
the need for increasing aware-
ness among the people in the
matter of sanitation and per-
sonal hygiene. Since 1963, un-
der the auspices of the
UNICEF. a project has been
under implementation for
production and distribution ol
slab toilet facility at a low cosl.

The project covers the
whole country. but it is a pity
that even at a low cost. most
poor people in the villages
could not afford the facility. It
is, however, felt that with the
co-operation of NGOs. City
Corporation and other public
welfare organisations. such
low-cost toilet facility can be
installed in the city slums,
thereby contributing substan-
tially to the improvement of
sanitary situation in the city.

An important aspect of pub-

lic sanitation is represented by
public toilets. In this area, se-
rious problems exist. For want
of adequate facilities in this
behalf, a large number of
pedestrians in the city are sub-
ject to serious inconvenience
everyday. According to City
Municipal sources, the total
number of people using city
roads is no less than 20 lakh.
For the needs of such a large
number of road users, the total
number of existing public toi-
lets in the city is only 51. As a
result of grossly inadequate
rmumber of public toilets, the
pedestrians are compelled to
answer their need in any open
space and in its absence near

.. T I ."'t"r"..:-ﬂ'_ "-'!' -y . -. L _ o g T _-_r . ._..__ g

the fringes of footpaths. pre-
senting unseemly sights.

In the stadium areas, some
publie toilet arrangements are
available on making a small
payment for their use. There is
a vast multitude of floating
population in the city. From
such people we can hardly ex-
pect payment for the use ol
such toilet facilities. The jm-
portant thing is that it is not
only necessary to make ade-
quate provision for public toi-
lets in the city but also to en-
sure their cleanliness and
maintenance in the interest of
proper sanitary condition.

Associated with the prob-
lems of public sanitation are
those of sewerage and
drainage. Some of the under-
ground sewers, particularly in
old Dhaka. date back to the
twenties. Their replacement In
many areas is long overdue,

since leakage or any break-

down is fraught with a serious

threat to public héalth. The

surface drains of the city also
present no better picture. The
extent of environmental pollu-
tion resulting from lack of sat-
isfactory system reaches un-
bearable proportions when
there are heavy showers.

It is learnt from City Corpo-

ration sources that the work of
a Japan-aided project on solid

waste management would be-
gin soon to improve the city's
garbage disposal system. The
World Bank Mission in Dhaka
has recently stressed the need
for co-ordifated efforts among
City Corporation, private sec-
tor and NGOs to keep the city
clean. It was held that private
sector participation .can
strength municipal activities
here as in many other coun-
tries, particularly in the areas
of waste recycling and efficient

scavenging management.
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Palestinian Said Badarneh of the lslamu Extrmnl.st grnup

Hamas,

shows a copy of Quran Thursday in a Israeli

military court in Jenin, in the West Bank region of Israel.
Badarneh, was sentenced to death for his involvement in
bombing at the Hadera bus Etatmn that killed five Israelis in

April.

— AFP photo

PID office to be
set up in
Sylhet: Saifur

SYLHET, Nov 25; Finance
Minister M Saifur Rahman has
said that a divisional office of
the Press Information Depart-
ment (PID) would be set up in
the newly created divisional
headquarters at Sylhet to help
Hourish newspaper industry in
this area very soon, reports
BSS.

The finance minister said
this while speaking at a meet-
ing as the chiefl guest organ-
ised by the "Sylhet Division
Editors’ Council” and :Sylhet
Division Newspapers' Associa-
tion here last night.

Saifur Rahman said a cam-
eraman would be posted at
Svihet and there would also be
a teachers' training college in
the eity soon.

The finance minister said
after the announcement by
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia regarding creation of an
administrative division at Syl-
het, gazette notification in this
regard is a mere formality now.

No one should have anv
doubt or confusion in this con-
nection, he said .adding that
the newly announced division
headquarters would enjoy all
the facilities like other divi-
sional headquarters of (he
COLINLry.

The function was also ad-
dressed by Lhe President of
Jatiya Press Club Hasan Shah-
riar, BNP central organising
secretary Abul Haris Chow-
dhury and publisher of The
Daily Star A'S Mahmud.

Nepali CP to form govt
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Representatives and the
Congress won 83, Twenty cru-
cial seats went to the Demmo-
cratic Party. The rest went to
small parties and indepen-
dents.

Earlier Friday, the leaders
of the swing party said their

first choice was to join a-
broad-based consensus gov-.

ernment.
"We are in favour of an all-

“party government! since there

is no clear verdict in favour of
any political party,” sald Pra-
kash Chander Lohani. '

"We would be willing to join
such a government because -

that is the mandate. This is
what we have told all who have
approached us,” he said before
Friday's decisive meeting.
Adhikary, the communist
nbminee for prime minister,

told The Associated Press
Thursday that his first priority
would be “to make the consti-
tution and. the demm ratic
system strong."

Adhikary, who spent 15
years in Nepali jails for anti-
monarchy activity, said he
would appoint- a judicial com-
mission to investigate alleged
human rights abuses during
the threeé years of Congress
government and under Biren-
dra's rule.

He also toned down the

, amti-India rhetoric that mar-

ked the communists' election
campaign, promising that New
Delhi would be the first stop
on his traveling itinerary.

“"Our relations will be most
friendly with both India and
China. | can assure you that we
will do nothing to impair our
relations with India." he-said.

Polls in Karnataka
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to the 224-seat Karnataka leg-
islature during 10 hours of
polling across almost half of
the coastal state, officials said
Friday.

A total of 1,188 candidates
were in the fray Saturday, offi-
cials said in this Karnataka
capital, nearly 800 kilometres
southeast of Bombay.

The other half of Karnataka
will go to the polls on Degem-
ber 1 alongwith parts of
adjoining Andhra Pradesh, the
premier's home state. The fi-
nal round of balloting in
Andhra, Pradesh will take place

| on December 5.
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Liberian peace
talks collapse

ACCRA, Nov 25: Talks to
end Liberia's five-year civil war
collapsed when the seven war-
ring factions could not agree
on how to share power and
West African mediators walked
out in disgust, rts AP,

" The talks continued today
but without West African for-
eign ministers and' an official
of the Eeonomic Community ‘of

West African’ States.

"We .are stuck.” the com-
munity’'s secretary-general,
Edouard Benjamin, said as he

_left Thursday night. The organ-

isation has led the interna-
tional effort to -bring peacr.- to
Liberia.

As their leaders met in
Ghana, guerillas inside Liberia
intensified fighting at the
Firestone rubber plantation
near-Kakata, a town 50 kilome-
ters northeast of Monrovia.

Opposition
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w give a compileie reply alter
geiting 4 report from his envoy
Sir Ninian Stephen, Kibria
pointed out.

The opposition leaders are
likely to discuss the contents
of Chief Emeka s statement to-
chay

“The decision ol the meet-
iyg may be [axed Lo the Com-
monwealth Secretary General.”
an opposition leader said.

The Lime of the opposition
meeting was not fixed because
Sheikh Hasina did not retumn

from Gopalganj till late yester
day.

Kibria said the dialogue can
only be resumed i the ruling
party agreed to the basic prin-
ciple of the Opposition de
mard.

We will not deviate from
the basic principles. The prin-
ciples are not negotiable.” Kib-
ria told The Dally Star last
night.

He said he had no knewl-
edge of any fresh move from
the Commonwealth Secretary
General.

The former foreign secre-
tary-turned politician said .
"We (the Opposition) would
not like anybody to sit for
judgement- on the political
matters gf our country,” he
said. " But we welcome facilita-
tors to end the impasse.”

UNB adds: Opposition Chiefl
Whip Mohammad Nasim yes-
terday ruled out the possibility
of any further dialogue until
the ruling BNP accepts the
concept of non-party neutral
caretaker government.

“There is no scope of hold-
ing a meaningless and unnec-
essary dialogue. A dialogue can

only take place if BNP changes
its position and accepts the

concept of non-party caretaker
government."

Nasimm who was a negotiator
from the opposition side in the
abortive Commonwealth-bro-
kered dialogue said there will

be no compromise on the sin-

gle demand for non-partisan
caretaker government,

He said the opposition will
not also allow the government

to buy time and warned that
greater action programme
would be declared to realise
the demand.

The caretaker movement

cannot be suppressed by any

means, he said, adding the
government would face the
same fate of past autocracy, if
it tries to foil the current
movement by repressive sieps.

On the question of resigna-
tion, he said, the opposition
has already taken the decision
and it will be 1mpi=me:!.t=d at

. an appropriate time.

Nasim, the Organising Sec-
retary of Awami League, called
for observing the opposition
programmes including rail-
road blockade on November
29 and 48-hour hartal on De-
cember 7-8.

‘Moudud contradicts
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not correct. It will alse not be
correct to say that Sir Ninian
maintained strict neutrality in
his pre-departure press state-
ment,” Moudud Ahmed said
responding to Emeka's com-
ments at a news mnfcrmc: in
Islarmabad.

The JP leader told UNB
that "Sir Ninian's statement
gave an impression that he was
trying to support the proposal
of the government." Therefore,
Moudud said, the Opposition's
reaction to Sir Ninian's state-
ment was fully justified.

Emeka reportedly said in
Islamabad Thursday that his/
envoy had not been partisan in
mediating an end to Bangla-
desh’'s pelitical crisis. He also
expressed his desire to revive
the fafled dialogue provided he
is irfvited by the government
and the Opposition. '

Asked about Emeka's possi-
ble visit to Dhaka and revival of
the dialogue, Moudud said. "We
have not received any messagd
of that kind...Once he (Emeka)
gets an invitation, only then
the Opposition can think of it."

About the reported desire
{or fresh dialogue of the ruling
party leaders, Moudud said the
initiative must come from the
government and it will have Lo
come with a clear intention of
forming a non-partisan neutral
caretaker government. "Only
then' such dialogue can be
meaningful.”

On the question of the Op-
position move for en masse
resignation, the JP leader <.id
"We have not yet fixed the date
for resignation, but it will be
done soon."

Visit successful
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vate seclors of the two coun-
iries would take effective steps
towards [urther expanding and
diversifying cooperation in the
fields of trade, industry and
IMANPoOwer.

He said two sides had ex-
tensive discussions to further

strengthen the SAARC and

added that the Bangladesh
Prime Minister, current
Chairperson of the seven-na-
tion regional forum, had talks
with President Gayoom -on the
need for developing close ties
between the SAARC and other
regional bodies including the
ASEAN and th:: European
union. '

The two leaders discussed
many other issues of common
concern including the global
trouble spots, Rahma ~uid,

A hghl dr;z:la over the nt:.r forced Lhm slum dnlltra um:l
their children to seek warmth of qullt and shawl for most of

the day.

— Star photo

7 protesters killed in

Kerala police firing

CALICUT, India. Nov 25:
Police in southern India shot
dead seven people today when
they fired on protesting com-
munist students who turned
violent, officials said, reports
Reuter.

“Seven people were killed.”
senior official Amitabh Kant
told reporters in Calicut, a dis-
trict in Kerala state adjoining
Cannanore where the shooting

Police said they fired at the
crowd after protesters at
tacked the car of a visiting
state minister.

Around 100 people were
injured in the demonstration
by the youth and student wings
of the Communist Party of
India-Marxist (CPM), part of a
widespread action against the
Kerala Government's education
policy.

Communist-led opposition
parties have called a statewide
general strike for Saturday.
Kant said this had forced the
governmeni Lo cancel the sec-

ond days’ play in a crickel
match in Calewt pitting the
touring West Indies team
against India’'s national cham-
ptons, Bombay.

The match began today. A
decision on whether play
would resume on Sunday wou-
Id taken late on Saturday,

t said.

“The players safety has to
be assured.,” he said. "We are
not taking chances.”

The Press Trust of India
(PT1) said police arrested 12
students for burning an effigy
of the Chiefl Minister. K
Karunakaran, and tear-gassed
picketing studenis in the state
capital, Trivandrum, some 400
km from Cannanore.

Students torched a mail van
in the port town of Cochin in
central Kerala as students
erupted in a backlash of vio-
lence after the police firing.
Citizens staged protest mar-
ches to police stations in
several other towns, PTI said. °

Victim of wrong diagnosis |
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has been tested in a latest
method and it is sure that he
has HIV."

However, on Wednesday last
another report in the national
daily concerned said that
Habibur Rahman was not an
AIDS patient.

Habibur Rahman said that
because of illness he was ad-
mitted to Dhaka General Hos-
pital at New Swamibagh on his
return to the city from Hong
Kong late last month. He al-
leged that a doctor at the hos-
pital had an altercation with
him and at one point the doc-
tor said, "you have brought
home a deadly disease from
abroad.”

The next day, according to
Habibur, a nurse told him that
hc was g HIV.

' Afterwards, the doctor con-
cerned sent his blood samples
to the diagnostic centre with
the consequent suffering for
him, he said.

Habibur said he was later
taken to the Infectious Dis-

eases Hospital where blood
tests showed that he was not
an AIDS patient. Then the Na-
tional AIDS Comimitiee and the
IPGMR also found similar test
results.

He demanded’ compensa-
tion from the diagnostic cen-
ire and the doctor voncerned
at the General Hospital within
24 hours.

When contacted over tele-
phone late last night, a senior
member of the National AIDS
Committee told The Daily Star
that pathological laboratories
have been instructed not to
disclose the report to the pa-
tient concerned if ‘one is
tested HIV positive. The labo-
ratories should first inform to

the AIDS Committee, he ad- .

ded, requesting anonymity.
He said the case of Habibur

" Rahman was published in a

newspaper before it was re-
ferred to the AIDS Committee.
Habibur was tested negative

in different tests, he confir-
.med. '
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who visited the centre of the
town in northwest Bosnia.

The United Nations said a
virusefire went into effect ear-
lier in the day. Fighting . con-
tinued afterwards but there
were conflicting reports of its
level.

The United Nations said
shelling had resumed in the
afternoon after the defending
Bosnian government troops’
opened fire on Serb forces.

“The town centre was quiet
but extremely tense. There
was practicaHy no one in the
streets, but no sign either of
people fleeing the town",
Monique Tuffelli, a worker for
the UN Highi Commissioner for
Refugees, told Reuters by tele-

phone.

"People are extremel}r des-
perate, crying openly, they are
extremely emotional,” she
said. |

In Sarajevo, Bosnian Prime
Minister Haris Silajdzic said
Serb forces had resumed at-
tacks on Bihac.

‘They are attacking Bihac
again. The shelling has intensi-
[ied,' he told Reuters. ‘They
are attacking by all means and
we are resisting.’

A reporter at the govern-
ment-controlled television
station in Bihac told Reuters by
telephone that shells were

| falling on the town centre.

‘1 ean’t talk. We have to go
to the shelters. There is panic

in the town. They are shelling

the very centre with all sorts
of heavy artillery and mortars.
We heard they have pierced
the defence linés,” reporter
‘Aida Skopljak said.

‘That was not the case
when | was there,” Tuffelli

Bosnian troops flee

said. 'We heard heavy machi-
negun fire from the outskiris
one to two km away bul no
mortars or artillery.’” he said. .

Tuffelli said the people of
Bihac, angry earlier this week
at what they saw as UN failufre
to protect them, were now
‘too overpowered by events {o
even react.

‘It's the worst situation
these people have experienced -
. since the war in Bosnia be-

gan,” she said, 'I went around

the streets and I saw nothing

to eat, not a crumb.’

-The Bosnian government
army's 5th corps said heavy
Serb shelling from -occupied
Croatta was driving people
from surrounding ages into
the town and °‘the roads to Bi-
hac are filled with corpses.’

Dhaka in touch
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Rahman said in Dhaka yester-
day. reports BSS. {

He said that Bangladeshi

contingent went to Bosnia on a
difficult peace-keeping mis-
sion and that it is aware
of the hazards of such an
otherwise noble mission.

The Foreign Minister said

Bangladeshi peace keepers are
performing their task under

severe adverse conditions and

this has earned laureis for the
country.

He said the government is
in constant touch with the
United Nations and sparing no
efforts for ensuring supply and
other essentials for the troops
there.

“We are also in constant
touch with the commander of
our troops and other relevant
people,” Mostafiz said.

. commodities.
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rulers of Myanmar. a
American users.

reports AP

10 die as rival
guerillas clash
in Sidon

SIDON, Nov 25: Yasser Ara-
fat s loyalists dislodged dis-
sidents from most of Lebanon’s
largest refugee camp in street
battles that left 10 people dead
and 14 wounded today, reports
AP.’

At least three-quarters of
Ihe teeming shanty town ol
Lin el-Hilweh on the outskirts
of Sidon, a port in south
Lebanon, was overrun by
Arafat’'s forees during seven
hours of combat. some of it
house-to-house, police said.

A lull descended on the
camp as mediators declared a
ceaselire was reached for noon
prayers. But dozens ol Islamic

fundamentalists were seen
coming out of mosques armed
with machine guns and shoul-
der-fired rocket launchers to
join the dissidents, who
counter attacked at 12:30 pm.

Palls of black smoke were
soon billowing from the camp.

Stacca’'o bursts of machine-
gun fire and grenade blasts
echoed from the camp when
the fighting erupted at 3 am. It
raged for nine hours,

Police said thousands of

. Sidon residents shaken out of

bed scurried to basements,
thinking Israel had landed
troops to crush radical gueril-

las in the camp, home for .

GO.OD0 Palestinians.

Hartal at Bogra
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Satmatha in the town in the
evening. Four people were in-
jured in the action.

Addressing the meeting,
the Jamaat leader warned that
his party would launch an agi-
tation if the Opposition de-

mand for a caretaker govern- -

ment to conduct elections was
not met.

. Party's district Ameer
Golam Rabbani presided over
the meeting, also addressed by
Jamaat leaders Abbas Ali Khan,

-Abdus Sobhan MP, Mujibur

Abdul Kader Molla,
Shahidu-

Rahman,
Latifur Rahman MP,

zzaman MP, Nasiruddin MP ,
{ and Abdur Rahman Faldr.

Hasina
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Criticising
years' rule of the BNP, the
Opposition leader said the
present government has totally
failed in every sector. Its only
success has been institutional-
ising corruption, she said.

She accused the BNP gov-
ernment of turning the coun-
try into a market of Indian
"The BNP has
closed hundreds of mills and
factories in the Indian inter-
est, leaving thousands of work-
ers unemployed,” she said.

The Prime Minister and

mosit of her ministers have
been  amassing illegal wealth
when the people
districts are facing hardship
due to drought and famine-like
situaton.

She demanded that asaets

of the BNP ministers before

and after they were inducted
into the cabinet be made pub-
lie. :

Hasina expressed her soli-
darity with the local demand
for Padma Bridge and declar-
ing Faridpur as an administra-

tive division. She also de-

manded a Girls' Cadet College

in Faridpur, :
About her party pro-

grammes, Hasina said ‘i the
Awami League is voted to
power, it will introduce’ dis-
trict and thana councils to be
run by the people's elected

representatives for welfare of

the common people. .

“If the people elect us, we

shall eliminate illiteracy with-
in 10 years and strengthen
rural economy by setting up
agro-based industries,” Hasina
told the meeting. '

The meeting, presided over
by Mosharrafl Hosain, MP, was
also addressed by Abdur Ra-
zzaque MP, Sajeda Chowdhury
MP, Amir Hossain Amu, formes
MP Imamuddin Ahmed and
local leader Habibul Hasan and
Khandker Mosharraf Hossain.

Earlier, some 5,000

| from different parties by

District JP leader Mesbahur
Rahman and Kaijuri UP Chair-
man Khandker Nurul Hossain
joined the AL expressing alle-
giance to the leadership of
Hasina.

nearly four

in northern

Bombmmmmw

COLOMBO. Nov 25: Mere thanm 200 passengers were
evacuated from an Emirates Airline flighi at Colombe airpert
Fridhy after intelligence reperts said a bomb was aboard,
officials said. Air Force security men used sniffer dogs, but
failed to locate any explosives on the Airbus A300, M
on a stopover from Dubai to Singapore. said an airport official
spraking on condition on anonymity. reperis AF.

US seeks better ties
with Myanmar

WASHINGTON. Nov 25 Seecking to end a diplomatic
stalemate, the United States is talking with the military
source of herein for 600.000

US-Myanmar relations have been &t an
since the SLORC, or State Law and Order Restoration
Commiitee, took power in 1988 amid worldwide criticiam of
its stifing the Southeast Asian country's democracy
nmmmammuingtmmannﬂumlmﬂ

Arafat, Rabin hold
talks in Spain
OVIEDO, Spain, Nov 25:
PLO leader Yasser Arafat talked
with Israeli Primme Minister
Yitzhak Rabin late Thursday
after both men received a
peace award, but failed to an-
nounce the he had
hoped on staging Palestinian
elections, reports AFP.

Aralat, head of the Pales-
tinian authority running self-
rule in the Gaza sirip and
Jericho, said only that the
hour-long meeting had been
positive, |

Rabin said he would meet

Arafat again next week but re-
fused to comment on the
topic or nature of Thursday's
meeting the first since last
Friday's clashes in the Gaza

Newsprint import
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through.

PTI report fromm Calcutta:
Zahiruddin Khan today stre-
ssed the need for expansion
of two-way trade between India
and Bangladesh to narrow the

_present trade gap between

the countries.

Zahiruddin said that ex-
ports from India to Bangladesh
was to the tune of 500 million
dollar last year according to
an official estimate. Unofficial
sources, however, put the fig-
ure at 1.5 billion dollars.

the members of
Bengal National Chamber of
Commerce and Industry hl:ft
Khan said with the
tation of free market mmnf
and liberalisation policies by
beth India and Bangladesh,
there had been a op-
portunity for the both the
countries to increase trade
and business.” What we require
now is investment inflow into
our country not investment
outflow.” he said. .

Urging the Indian indus-
trialists to come forward for
massive investment in
Bangladesh, Khan said that the
present t would of-
fer several facilities for setting
up their units there. Besides,
30 per cent of the products of
these units would be permit-
ted to be diverted to. the
Indian market, the Bangladesh
minister said.

DU buses
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the last two years. ;

There is no garage for the
buses. These are parked in an
open space near the Adminis-
trative Building exposed to sun
and rain. This also causes
partial damage to the vehicles,
the officials pointed out.

Besides. almost in all trips,

specially in the morning and

afternoon, the 52-seat buses -

carry almost double the capac-
ity, said some regular passen-
gers of the buses. This may
cause accidents anytime, they
feared. -
Often one or two buses out
of the 16 develop mechanical
trouble adding to the already
acute transport problem.
Rafiqul Islam, who resides
in the city’s Mohammadpur
area, said "suppose, 'm wait-
ing for the bus at the stoppage
nearest to our residence. After

waiting for more than hall an
hour beyond the scheduled
time, | come to understand

that the bus will not come. In
such a situation, it becomes
difficult to reach the university
and appear at examinations.”

Pro-Vice Chancellor of the
DU Prof Wakil Ahmed said that
the university authorities were
very much concerned at the
transport problem of the stu-
dents. The university would
buy two more buses soon, he

About the garage problem,
the Pro-VC said that there was
not enough space on the cam-
pus for a bus-shed. Besides. a
huge amount of money would
also be needed to t:unltnmt a
shed.

“Session jam is also anothd@™
cause of heavy rush in the
buses”, the pro-VC said.

On an average, the students’
buses make 10 trips each in
the nine routes everyday. The
nine routes in which the uni-
versity buses ply are; DU cam-
pus to Gazipur (route name-
Khanika), Narayanganj (Ana-
nda), Adamjee (Moitree},
Pos a (Ullash), Kamalapur
(Kinchit), Rampura (Srabon),
Mohammadpur (Taranga)l,
Mirpur (Chaitalee] and .
khet (Baishakhi).



