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KIGALL, Nov 25: AL least 21
ﬁ-‘uplﬂ have been killed in
clashes in southwest Rwanula.
13 of them when a govern-
ment soldier hurled a hand-
grenade into a crowd, a UN
spokesman said here Thurs-
day, reports AFP.

The Rwandan Patriotic
Army (RPA) for its part said
five of its soldiers had been
killed in various attacks in the
region during the past week
and blamed extremist Hutu
“infiltrators” and routed troops
of Lthe former regime.

A reliable source had told
AFT Lthe grenadc was thrown as
RPA t{roops iried Tuesday to
arrest a suspec! in the Cyan-
gugu region. -

The RPA stated that the
troops had been caught in ‘an
ambush by "bandits” in the vil-
lage of Kamembe and that a
soldier had struck back with
the grenade. No soldiers were
injured. : i

Sammy Buo. spokesman for

BRIETRY

Clashes leave 21 dead
in southwest Rwanda

the UN Assistance Mission in
Rwanda (UNAMIR), on
Thursday confirmed the inci-
dent and revised the reportied
deaih toll up from 12 to 13.

Crossborder infiltration by
roops ol the former Hulu wa-
jority regime oud extremist
militiataen exilocd with scores
of thousands ol relugees in
eastern Zairean camps had
been reported in southwest
Rwanda. Buo added.

Eight Rwandans were killed
and three wounded in another
incident on Monday in the vil-
lage of Ramba. near the border
town of Gikongoro. during an
attack by an armed gang led by

a former inhabitant of the

cornmunity. Buo said.

He added thal on the same
day. rustlers siole 46 cows in
the village and a one time
farmer  in the region was
blinied. but Buo was unable to
say whether the Killings were
pulitically motivaled or an act
‘of banditry.

rocks Morocco: a: carthquake of .o

unknown magnitude rocked the Moroccan region of Fus

about 200 kilometres (120 miles) east of Rabat, at dawn
vesterday, residents and police reported, says AFP [rom

Rabat.

Police said the quake hit the iown of Sefrou and Bahlil, 28

kilometres (18 miles) east of Fes. The extent of damage and
the nuinber of possible casualties was unknown.

3 Fili?inns hacked to death: e

members o

a family were hacked to pieces and their body

. parts scattered in what is suspected to be a cult murder near
a southern city, a police official said yesterday, AFP reports
from Cagayan de Oro, Philippines.

Farmer Brigide Valle, 60, his wife Herodia and 27-year-old
son Gorio were sleeping in their hut in Malipbog town m
neighbouring Bukidnon province late Wednesday when

‘several people enlered.

chopped

them to pieces and

scatiered some of the parts oulside.

Blasts claim 14 in China: rourceen

people;

including .nine children.

have been killed in

explosions over the past six weeks in a town in South China
manufacturing fireworks, it was reported yesterday, AFP

reports from Hong Kong.

The series of accidents have prompted authorities to

International

Major threatens to hold fresh polls

LONDON. Nbv 25: British .
Prime Minister John Major has
turned the thumbscrews oi
Euro-rebels in his ruling
Conservative Party, saying that
if they defy him over a
European Union budget vote
next week he will call elec-
tions, reports Reuter.

Political commentators said
his threat was likely to ensure
any revolt fails but they were
carelully counting heads.

Uncertainty
some rebels vowed to fight on
despite the danger to a gov-
ernment only two years into a

[ive-year he and all his cabinet

colleagues had agreed to stand
or fall together over the vote
on Monday to authores a hefty
rise in Britain's contribution to
next year's EU budget.

"If the government were
defeated, the government
would resign and the Prime
Minister would ask the Queen

lingered as

to dissolve parliament.," his
unusual statement said.

Cabinet members publicly
declared their support, 1o
quell reports that their ranks
contained "Eurosceptic” rebels
— politicians ready to ehal-
lenge Major for the leadership.

Party leaders said rebels
were wrong to think they
could crack a united front to
avoid elections. and insisted
no one would bid for Major's
job if the budget bill sank.

In a key victory for Major,

rebels failed to oust his man
Marcus Fox from the leader-
ship of a key panel of
Conservative back bench MPs.
The closed-door vote was
widely seen as a challenge by
proxy to Major's authority, but
the real test will come on
Monday. .
The public row is highly
damaging to-a party and gov-
eriuncil alreadv blackened by

if defeated in EU budget vote

splits and by scandals involving -

meinbers shady private morals
and financial ethics.

, "Just one thing after an-
other." said the editorial in
Friday's left-wing Guardian
newspaper.

Many hardcore anti-EU
politicians are also critical of
Major's handling of the gov-
ernment since he took over

from “iron lady" Margaret

Thatcher in 1990 in a party

Coup. '
Major, 31 percentage

points behind the main oppo-
sition Labour Party in the latest
poll, has long been hounded by
unrest over Europe, his party's
most divisive issue.

Alfter victory in the last
genecral clection in 1992, he

narrowly survived a similar

crisis over a crucial vote to rat-

ify the Maastricht treaty on

closer. political ties in the EU.
Before Major's intervéntion

‘on Thursday, rebel William

Cash said some 15 conserva-
lives would vote for an
amendment to the bill with-
holding extra cash until they
had EU cracked down on
fraud. :

He said he doubted Major
would really call an election il
he lost and, even after Major's
statemment, rebels vowed deli-
ance.

With a majority of 14 in
parliament, a minimum of
eight rebels votes would
needed to defeat the budget
bill. :
Opposition parties, desper-
ate for an early election they
are likely to benefit from. are
sel Lo vote against, excepl foi
ninc members of Northern

Ireland's Ulster Unionist Party.
If they back Major. the

Euro rebels would necd 17
voles inore than they are likely
to muster. '

regulate the firework factories in a suburb of Heyuan City in
Gungdong province, the China-run Ta Kung Pao daily said.

Latvia ratifies accord with Russia:

The Latvian parliament ratified on Thursday an agreement
between Latvia and Russia linked to the withdrawal of Russian
troops, the Itar Tass news agency reported, AFP says from
Moscow.

In ratifying the accord the Latvians gave the guarantees
denuunded by the Russians when their troops left at the end
ol August. Under the agreement. signed in late April in
Moscow and already ratified by the: Russian parliameut. a
Russian presence will be maintained at a radar base atl

Skrundra for four years.
US to reduce troops in Haiti: n.

United States will reduce its troops strength in Haiti to 6,000
by mid-December, Defence Secretary William Perry sald
Thursday, AFP reports from Port Au-Prince.

Perry made the remarks to some 200 US soldiers at an
event at the présidential palace attended by President Jean-
Benirand Aristide, during a briel visit to Haiti to speud the
thanksgiving holiday with US troops

. el
3 die in German plane crash: .
people were killed and one person seriously injurcd when a
private aircraft crashed on Thursday near the southeri vily of
Heideliberg, police said, Reuter reports from Stuligarl.
The plane, a twin-engine Cessna. landed suddenly in a
wooded area while flying between the German citles of

Augsburg and Kassel, police said.

Plane col]am u: Phnom Penh:

The undercasriage airlines passenger planc
collapsed afier the plane landed in the Cambodian capildl
Phinom Penh vesterday but no one was hurt, airport official
salkd Reuter reports froa Phow Penh

They told Reulers part of the undercarriage of the Russian-
made Tupolev 134 collapsed after the plane twuched down at
Pochentong airport and while it was Laxing.

L] -

One hnnqed for trafficking heroin:
Hong Kong nalional Daniel Chan Chilpun, convicted ol
trafficking heroin. was hanged in Singapore early Friday. a
prison official said. AFP reports from Singapore.

Chan, 38 wenl (o the gallows at Singapore’'s high security
Changi Prison at dawn after his appeal for clemency (rom
President Ong Teng Cheong was rejected recently.

. 1

2 die in Polish rock concert fire:
Two people died and more than 200 suffered burns in a fire
that broke out during a rock concern in the Baltic port of
Gdansk on Thursday night. police said. AP reports from
Warsaw

The fire broke out at the Gdansk shipyard concert hall.
where some 600 spectators were watching a live broadcast of
MTV European Music Award ceremony from Berlin
Superiniendent Mirosiaw Caban of the Gdansk provincial

police headguarters said.

- L -

Fires claim 12000 in Russia: axou
12.000 Russians died in fires this year and another |10.000
were injured twice as many as last year, a senior Interior
Ministry official told [tar-Tass news agency on Thursday
Reuter reports from Moscow

Yevgeny Kiryukhantsev said drunken people were (o blame
for about 45 per cent of all fires. Faulty television sets started
betwwen 7.000 and 8.000 fires every year in which soime
I Anm) pegede died. he said
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Thanksgiving dinuer at Camp David Maryland us (‘helsea () looks on. This is the second

year the Clintons have been together at Camp 1)ivid for the holiday.

— AFP photo

Benazir goes to UK tomorrow

to drum up investment

ISLAMABAD, Nov 25: Pakis-
tain Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto leaves here on Sunday
for a five-day official visit to
Britain, aimed at drumming up
millions of dollars of British
investment in (his former
colony, diplomatic sources
here said, reports AFP.

The highpoint will be a
meeting between Bhutto and
British Prime Minister John
Major, attended by business
captains from the Confedera-
tion of British Industry (CBI).
the sources said.

Two major Investment con-
tracts, each worth 100 million
dollars, will be announced
during Bhutto's stay.

tine will involve Britain's
ndational power corporation in
vesting in the Hubco powel
plint near the southern city of
harachi, -while under the
other, chemical giant IC1 will
invest in a textile factory in the
same area. ’

Bhutto, who will be re-
ceived by the Queen. will be
accompanied to London by a
large delegatian including her
husband, Asif Zardari — who
has been closely involved in
several of Pakisian's interna’
tional deals — toreign Muuster
Assel Ahmed Ali, and Petro-
leum and Natural Resources
minister Anwar Saifullah Khan.

The visit's economic agenda
will dwell on investment in the
gas and electricity generation
and distribution. a sector that
has been the object of a major
privatisation drive over recent
months.

On the political front,
Bhutlo is expected to raise the
seusitive issue of Kashmir, a
region that has been a flare-
point between Pakistan and
India ever since the sub-conti-
nent gained independence
from Britain and was divided
in 1947, .

A diplomat said Bhulto
wouild discuss the issue with

" which

Britigh officials. but not expect
any change ol stance.

London. while condemning
human rights abuses in the
Kashmir valley — control of
is divided. between
Islamabad and New Delhi —
favours direct talks between
Pakistan and India to resolve
the dispute,

Islamabud. on

the other

hind, has for several vears
called for the matter be dealt
with on an international level.

Britain has also called for
the ending of any military sup-
port for the Kashmiri militar
separatists fighting Indian
rule. being provided from the
Pakistani-controlled zone -- a
claim 1hat is hotly denied by
Islamiit ol

the+ received the MTV

Sinyers ety ¢ i-u-rr;. L and Youssou N'Dour '-I'Illl.I-J afler
award for the best song Seven

P S < L S,

Scconds during the MTV gala in front of Berlin's Branden-

burg Gate late Thursday

Lanka sends team
to testify 1n
Rajiv case

COLOMBO, Nov 25: Sri

Lanka has sent a Tamil civilian
and seven police officers to

testify in the Rajiv Gandhi as-

sassination case currently be-
ing heard by an Indian court.
official sources said here on
Thursday. reports AFP.

A'Sri Lankafm Tamil who
registered the marriage of a
key suspect in the 1991 slay-
ing of former Indian premier
Rajiv Gandhi. was sent to the
south Indian state of Tamil
Nadu on Wednesday. the
sources said.

"The marriage registrar was
sent’' to give evidence at the
Rajiv Gandhi trial.” an official
source said. Seven policemen
who investigated the 1993
bombing of Sri Lankan Presi-
dent Ranasinghe Premadasa
will also give evidence, the
source said.

There is no extradilion
treaty between the two South
Asian neighbours but the two
countries have been cooperat-
ing in their investigations into
the two killings blamed on Sri
Lanka's separatist Tamil Tiger
rebels.

Chamorro banned
from running

for presidency

MANAGUA, Nov 25 : The
Nicaraguan parliament late on

| Thursday passed constitutional

amendments that ban
President Violeta Chamorro
and Antonio Lacayo, her chiel
aide and son-in law. from run-
ning for president in 1996,
reports Reuter _
But while sitting presidents
and their relatives were
banned from the top office.
former presidents can seek
one re-election alter sitting
out at least one term, meaning
[ormer President Daniel
Ortega will be [ree to run
Ortega. of the radical leftist
Sandinista Party. was elected
in 1984 but defeated by
Chamorro in a 1990 re-elec-
tion bid. The constitution was
written by a Sandinista domi-
nated parliament in 1987.

Israel to build
30,000 flats

in Jerusalem

JERUSALEM, Nov 25: The
Israeli government has ap-
proved a plan to build 30.000
house units in Jerusalem over
Lhe next five years, an official
said yesterday, reports Xinhua.

Nearly 14.000 units for
vounger Jews will be built in
East Jerusalem., the sector
which Palestinians claim as
capital of a future Palestinian
slale, according to a chart car-
ried in the Israeli newspaper
Yedioth Ahronoth.’

Michel Choen,
spokeswoman for the Israel
Lands Authority. said that the
construction of the units will
begin in 1995,

She said that the plan was
in part intended to ease a
housing shortage and thus
keep Israelis from leaving the
city

overnment figures show
an unnual migration of some

— AFP photo | g 000 Israelis from the city.

Fast. New York on December 6.

Katherine Higin::'.; préﬁﬁ officer ut

The Daily Star 5

Christie s
Kensington has an eye-to-eye Thursday with oie ol
Holywood’s most famous birds “The Maltese Falcon Irom
the film of the same name starring Humphrey Bogart and
Svdney Greenstreet. The falcon is expected to realise up to
47100 dollars, when it goes under the hammer at Christie's

Y ikl T

— AFP photo

Crackdown on flies

BEIJING: The southern Chinese city of Guangzhou has
launched an intensive campaign against flies. stipulating heavy
fines of 2,000 yuan (235 dollar) for every insect discovered,
Lhe Beijing Daily said today, reports AFP. :

The 'municipal government took the decision to introduce
the fine in recent days. as part of efforts to rid the booming

- city of flies. the report said.

It cited two recent cases of restaurants being punished
after flies were discovered in the establishments. apparently
before the introduction of the standard rate.

The Huangsha restaurant was fined 15,000 yuan and
ordered to clean up its act when dozens of flies were found
hovering on live fowls kept in cages by the door. and at least
1{} were discovered in the kitchen. it said, adding that Lhe
Y uguan restaurant was forced lo pay [0.000 yuan for just two

Persona non graia

MONTREAL: John Bobbitt may be persona non grala in
Canada, but his reatlached penis is getling a wide reception

flies.

here. reportis AFP.

Some 50.000 copies of the porno video "John Wayne Bob
bitl: Uncult’ have been scooped up by Canadians eager (o
catch a glimpse of the famous member which Lorena Bobbit!
sliced off after she said her husband raped her.

At 79.95 Canadian dollars (58 US] a shot, the Montreal
distributor is doing brisk business. but critics have panned
the filin as a worthless pornographic docudrama.

And Uncuitt

co-star Tiffany Lords has added her two

ceids. saying the celebrated organ "was no big deal

Khmers kill 27 abducted
Thai wood-cutters

BANGKOK. Nov 25: Khmer
Rouge guerillas massacred 27
Thui wood-cutters they ab-
cducted in Cambodia alter only
part ol the ransom they de-
manded was paid. a survivor
told Thai television on
hursday. reports AFF.

Sikua Buajoom. 45. said 115
Khmer Rouge guerillas raided
a site in the Chom Kasan dis-
trict of Preah Vihear province,
where a Thai wood-processing
company operated a conces-
sion, and seized 33 Thal work-
ers on November 17,

Sikua said from his hospital
bed in the northeast province
of Ubon Ratchathani that the
guerillas torched the com-
pany's machinery and de-
manded five million baht

| (200,000 dollars) in ransom.

The Khmer Rouge guerillas.
who are outlawed by the
Phnom
herded the Thai captives 71
kilometres (44 miles) from the
Thai-Cambodian border deep
into Cambodia. Channel 7 re
portied.

Sikua said the wood-pro
cessing company later enraged
the captors when it handed
over a ransom of only 300,000
baht (12,000 doHars).

The Khmer Rouge guerillas
ordered all the hostages to be
pul to death. in groups of four
at a ume, Channel 7 quoted

ROK opposition
leader Lee to
quit parliament

SEOUL, Nov U5 boutl
Kurea s Opposilicn leader Lee
§i Tack said on Friday he was

hlal[hl’iﬂ parfiament in protesi
against a prosecution GecisSion
net 1o charge two flormer
presidents for staging a mili-
tary coup in 1979, reporis
Heurter

But Lee said he would re-
uatis as the head of the fhain
oppusition Demw.cratic Party

Lee urged his parhanerntary
rotie gues to follow tus exam
pie Lo hbring pressaure onn
Presidesy Kim Youmng Sam to
prosecute his two immediale

: : w2 i
predecessors Chun Doeo Whan

aned Foh Tas Woo

hid o allay concern Lhal its
growing plultonium stocks
corild be diveried to nuclear
weapons, made the first dis
closure of its stockpile ol re
ined or separaled plutonium
Loday . reports Reuter

"We decided to print spe
cific figures for guantities of
plutondum stocks in order to
improve the transparency ol
our nuciear fuel recycling pro-
gramme.” Shinichirou lzumi.

director of Atomic Energy
Policy h at the Seience
and Tech y Agency (STA)

1old reporters

Previously only ambiguous
figures including unseparated
plutonium In spent fuel
other lorms were availabile

In it annual whille paper on
nuciear energy the STA sald
Japei held some 4 7 1onnes of

anda

\ plstornrum at the end of 1993

Japan discloses plutonium holdings for first time

of which some 3.4 tonnes are
likely 10 be fissile.

Some 6.2 tonnes was In [a-
cilities in France and Britain

The whitle paper. quoling
international reporis, said es
timated worldwide stockpiles
of separated plutontum outside
reaclors for non-military pur-
poses. totalled about 72 tonnes
at the end of 1980, mainly in
Britain and the former Soviet
(W E s F 0

Military stocks were esi)
mated at 257 tonnes

lzuumi told reporters
Japan's stocks were sale
guarded under the supervision
of the international Alomic
Energy Agency [IAEA) the en
ergy arm of the United
Nations

Most of it was already in o
close to luel mixture lorm —
meaning the material cannof
be directly used to make high
powered weapons. Weapons
grade plutonium needs to be
over 93 per cent fissile. (zuml
atlcled

I'he white paper showed
Dig 1 reast RLERARSTRTINT §5
stockpile in 1993 bt lzaand
said this was due (0 a special
| 5 tonne shipment from a re
processing plant in France

Take away the shipment
frorn abroad and consumption

is slightly greater than pro
duiton and this deficit will
remain until around the yeai
20000 Yasutaka Moriguel

1l H‘I"ﬁ

STA s chirector ol nuclea)
division told Reulers

My w 2000, when Japans
first cominercial (uel repro-
cessing plant In Rokkasho-
Mura starts. the couniry s an
nual plutonium consumption at
its reactors is likely to be about
0.6 tormes

Moriguchi sald Japan might
repeal a controversial 1993
shipment of high-grade pluto
rhum from Europe to make up
any shortfall wuntil  the
Rokk 1 sho fil.:;.m is o sfream

It the start up ol the
Rokkasho plant is delayed, we
might have to ship a few
tonnes of high grade pluto
ridT again he said "Other
wise our planned shipoent

frony FEurope totalling 30
tonres will be in the form ol
mix (uel (a mixture ol pluto

nivm and uraniuml, which
cannot be directly used to
make weapons.”

The white paper said Japan.
which relies on Middle East oil
for a large part of its energy
needs, still sees plutonium re-
cycling using Fast Breeder
Reactors (FBRs). which pro
duce more plutonium than
they consume. as the ultimate
solution (o its need for stable
energy supplies

But earlier this year il
scaled down s anbitious re
cycling programune due Lo in
ternational concgrna over |is
burgeoning plutondum stock
pile and high development
i Tl

A second

commercial el

reprocessing plant scheduled
in the early 2000s h.d been
delaved by at least 10 yeurs

Japan has 47 nuclear reac-
lors providing about 30 per
cent of the nation's electricity
needs. A further five reactors
are currently under construc-
tion.

Asked whether Japan might
decide to produce nuclear
weapons in the future, the STA
officials reiterated Japan s
pledge to stick with its cur
rent policy ol banning the pro-
duction, possessaion and pres
ence on its soil of all nuclear
WA POl

Development ol nucleas
weapons will only bring about
international tension. particu
barly from our Asian neigh
bours  solation trom che In
tenpsational soclety and a sub-
sequcitt ruplure ol Lhe eceo-
nuinde society,  Uzumil sadd _/‘

Penh governmenl..

Sik1 ks saving,

Sitkiia, who showed TV re
maters a gunshot wound on
his right shoulder. said he and
six other fellow workers man
aged to escape the massacre
but that he believed the other
27 Thai workers had all been
killed. Channel 7 reported

Chirac opposes
wearing of veils

in schools
PARIS. Nov 25 : Paris Mayor
and presidential hopeful

Jacques Chirac said Thursday
that he oppoesed the wearing ol
veils in schools. a row which
has seen dozens of MusAm
girls expelled from school. re-
poris AFP.

We cannot iwcep! in
France that women have a sta
tus inferior to that of mwen. in
told French television.

1 do not think that we
should give in to provecations

to the detriment of the
principles whith are the
stremgth and the values of our
republic,” he added

The wveil controversy was a
stgri that young Muslims lelt
rejected by Fremch society
said Chirac. leader of the
rightist rally for the republic.

Py

Iran pardons 190
women prisoners

TEHRAN Nov 25 Iraniau
leader Ayatollah All Khamenet
pardoned 190 woinen prison
ers on Thursday to mark a re
ligious figure's birthday. Teh
ran radio announeed. reports
L ol

The amaesty iy the birth
day ol Prophet Mohammad s
(SM) daughter Fatima Zahra
(Ri. was granted al the regquest
of lran's chief justiee Ayatollah
Mohanunad Yaedi i said

Khamenei granis smnesty
te prisoners scvefal times a
year on religious afd national
feasts. Of the total 100.000
prisoners in Iran some 6.000
are women, according te ofli
cial figures



