At a seminar on lathyrism. held recently at
Alliance Francaise, Mr. Xavier Bares. Cultural,
Scientific and Technical Co-ordinator, Em-
bassy of France, said that his country was
training foreign experts such as from
Bangladesh and Vietnam, and concentrating
on subjects such as the prevention of AIDS and
[amine. He informed the listeners that regular
grants and scholarships were being arranged
‘for doctors and research scientists, specially
from the Third World, for '95.

Prof. Abdul Mannan, former VC of DU,
during his talk at the seminar, assured that
there was a close co-operation between France
and Bangladesh with provision for transfer of
scientific equipment and exchange of research
scholars.

Dwelling on the poverty level  of
Bangladeshis, Prof. Mannan informed that dur-
ing the last survey ('81-'82), it was found that
the average Bangladeshi consumed only 1300
calories per day instead of the requisite 2200
calories. Dealing with topic of the seminar, he
said that it was Dr. Kamaluddin Ahmed who

. was one of the first pioneers involved in the
lathyrism research in Bangladesh, and who
suggested that Vitamin C was the timely ther-
apy. However, due to lack of hinds. his experi
ment could not ad-
vance further. He
added that experi-
ments ,were being
carried on the nitro-
gen fixing of. land
growing pulses and
rice at Tejgaon, Joy-
devpur and Nars-
ingdi, by experts

- such as Dr. Mus-
tafizur Rahman and
Prof. Ziauddin.Prol.
Anisul Haque, Head
of the Dept. of Neu- '
rology. IPGMR, said that the poverty-stricken
people. living along the banks of the River
Padma and Jamuna, specially during famine,
lived on rice and pulses, the latter containing
toxins..- ODAP (Oxatylamine-Diamino-Propanic
Acid) present in kheshari. He said that this
‘{ODAP) excites the neurons and damages
them, giving rise to lathyrism and other
neurological disorders. He added that spastic,
knock-kneed gait and paraparises resulted
from it. He continued to say that no definite
cure was available at the presemt moment.
This. he explained. was despite the fact that
lathyrism was one of the oldest diseases in the
world, as diagnosed by the ancient Greeks and
Indians. British civil servant, W. Sleeman
recorded that an entire village in India had
been affected by the disease; during his visit to
India between 1829 and 1831 .in."The Ram-
bles and Recollections of a ‘British Officer.” It
is also well-knmown that parts of Europe
(specially France and Spain) Asia and Africa
have had epidemics of this particular illness in
the past. he informed his listeners.

“However”. he added. 'most rdported epi-
demic cases are confined to Bangladesh,
Ethiopia and India. According to the reports of
UNDP and FAO, 11,000 tp 50.000 people were
affected in the northern districts of

- Bangladesh during '71-'75.

“Meanwhile, a change of dietary habits have
been suggested by the Agricultural University
in Mymensingh in '91. Also. bielogical, radio-
logical and clinical therapies have been tried
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in cases of patients from Rajshahi and Natore,
and others residing on the banks of Padma and
Jamuna.”

He continued that the way to diagnose
lathyrism was by the study of history of con-
sumption, lathyris, weakness and irreversible
exelusion of other similar neurological disease.
He added that a recent survey of 8 lakh peo-
ple, studied at 29 centres. showed that 11
people per 10,000 cases had lathyrism in Ra-
jshahi and Natore.

He said that spasms of leg muscles, fre-
quent bowel movements and impotence were
common indicators of the disease. He re-
minded the listeners that environmental tox-
ins, caused the motor neurone disease, as in
the case of results of consuming kheshari cha-
patis during epidemics of the disease in
Bangladesh. He pointed out that deficiency of
the glutamate dehydrogenase is the cause of
OPCD ( Olivo-Ponto-Ceribellar-Deneration), a
similar disease. The glycine and glutamate, as
well as the amino acid rise, in test cases in
Belgium carried out by Bangladeshi doctors
showed that these factors led to the rise of the
disease. He placed stress on the fact that the
motor and sensory nerve congestion velocity of
patients should be studied. '
He furthermore
j stated that BAPN
(Beta Amino Pyo-
prio Nytrite), bone
pain, and skeleton
cdeformity of sus-
pected cases
should be studied.

The only drug,
Prof. Anisul Hug
added, that he
knew of, to control
the disease was

: Toleperisone, Hy-
— Photos; Amran Hossain drochloride but
this has to .be consumed by the patients
throughout their lives, in order to perform
such functions as running, swimming or
cycling. ’

Prof. Harun K M Yusuf, Director of Food and
Nutritional Sciences, DU, also participating in
the symposium. informed that 2000 metric
tons of kheshari were being produced in
Bangladesh. He added, “Pulses remain the
poor man's meat, and meantime, research is
being carried out on it in areas stretching from
Japan to Canada. At the Ghent University
(Belgium), attempts are being made to pro-
duce the pulse seed without the ODAFP con-
tent, through genetic engineering.” -

Professor Saleheen Qadri of the Dept. of
Biochemistry, DU, the last speaker at the
function, summed up’ the various previous talks
in his lucid, articulate, and brief speech saying,
“Lathyrism goes hand in hand with food short-

-

Mavier Baros. Prot Abwlul

, age. Every member of the family does not nec-

essarily get it. Vitamin C prevents the disease,
while zinc levels of land and agricultural prod-

ucts have ameliorating effects on the patients.

Texins can be detoxified by g the pulse

Cand {browifig away the Watér. tment with
lime -water improved the consumption of khe-
shari. Attempts are being made to grow vari-

ous varieties of peas that do not contain the
harmful effect ODAB.”

Although the average literate person of
Bangladesh is well aware of the fact that the
consumption of kheshari leads to lathyrism,
yet the information on the symptoms and pos-
sible prevention of the disease remained out of
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solo exhibition

Saidul's world of \
masks on display
from today

By Staff Correspondent

The second solo mask exhi-
bition of Saidul Haque begins
the La Galerie at
Kemal Atasturk Avenue in the

Noted artist and puppeteer
Mustala Monwar will inaugu- s
rate  the week-long exhibition . f

Saidul s recent works and

show will run from 9 am
Lo 8 pm everyday through De-

Graduated from the Insii
tute of Fine Arts, Dhaka Uni
versity, in 1985 Saidul came in

Bengalee new years parade he

brought oul a huge tiger mask
and other folk charactiers.

He changed the methods ol
making those characters with
paper folding —instead of (ra
bamboo frame —
make them cheaper.

His love for mask making
grew from this paper sculpt-

Sajidu! organised his first

1993 he conducted

making workshops in different
schools in Denmark

reach.

Mohon Mia’s
death anniversary
today

I'he 23rd death anniversary
of noted politician Yusul Al
Chowdhury Mchon Mia will be
observed today. says a press
| release.

be on display.

when at a

Varions soclo-cultural or-
ganisauons have planned pro
grinunes to nhserve the day.

The Yusuf Ali Chowdhury
Smiriti Parishad will hold a
discussion meeting al the
Jaliya Press Club auditorium at
3 pm today. A milad mahfil -will
also be heid.

A discussion and Quran
khewani will be held at the late
leader's residence “Moyez
Manzeel™ in Faridpur. Faridpur
Islamic Foundation has alao ar-
ranged a discussion meeting.

Lo

in 1992 In

15 mask-

Gano Forum urges

Textile employees

ition not go on strike
to resign from JS tOMOITOW BTV
The Gano Forum {GF . : : b s '
Thursdav appealed to the | he Texthie, Workel wm Saturday
4 v aead the ¢ sl s ployees Federation of Bang- _
g party 4 TPpOmLIN 1 1 ety Nas called a 24-hour | 120 COpoag anBounceinet
resolve the present pm-hm'j. S X -i'H" & el wxile Programme Sumamary
s~ | hrough dialogue re ST VS AR+ ¥ _ 4-45 Parashmoni
ﬁL‘HE nills demanding imple 510 Sungbad
The Forum alse wurged the nentation of wage COMMIBSION | 595  Kid songs
ruling BNP to initiate a fresh in private mills. reports UNB. 6-00  Programme for the youths
! Fan 4
dmi“ﬂ‘: ::;f-ﬂ ﬂ”rr:;n‘:; :T:IF' he federation also de- | g.4n {}“ﬁm”
crisis C on Lhe {pﬂ" mianded the opening of all | 7.00 Folk songs Bansharee
sitian not 1o resign IroMm chosed and laid-olf mills. stop 7-25 Comedy series. Major
Parliament : page of | he denationalisation of Dad /Mr Bin
The appeal came after the 2 wextile mills. supply of rgw | 800  News n Bangla
Forum s wo -day Standing MU | O r.‘ipﬂﬂi 1o the | 825  Janmablhumi
Commitiee meeting chaired by oo o0 o A-30  Maati O Manush
j _ 22 inoffictally closed mills and | SO0 Aberiidhess
an:m Trﬁld{m cadh paymes f arrears to the | 1000 News in English t
.- _ workers 1 0-30  Drama seres Dynasty "
in a resolution T.h‘r meetiTig | R 130 Khabat /The news |
5.’“\(’! the w want a SOk Ut el rd.lllif ey o I I 1 [ovmarrow S pProgframme
to present pelitical crisis 1 $1La e { Thursday urged all SUITTMTLATY |
through dialogue and nor WOrke s 1 makes the wstrike 1 ClOsIng  ATTELING CTIeeTl J
through confrontation SRR | 1145 (lose down

Visitors at the 12-day pai
city yesterday.
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=Dhaka Day by Day
Vitamin C and Zinc to the Rescue

by Fayza Haq

ing exhibition by Ibrahim which began at the Gallery Tone in the
: . — Star photo

Fair polls depend
on honest intention
of political
leaders: CEC

Chief Election Commissi-
oner Justice Abdur Rouf has
said that holding of free and
fair polls in the country
depended to a large extent on
the honest interition of the
political leaders and workers,
reports BSS.

Enlistment of eligible voters
correctly also mattered in en-
suring fair polls, he empha-

sised. .
In a telephonic interview

with German radio (Deutsche
Welle) Tuesday. the Chief
Election Commissioner under-
lined the need for developing
harmony among political lead-
ers in the election prpcess and
involving them in conducting

i Replying to a question, he
said it was not possible to
bring about any qualitative
change in the election process
by mere imposing it on the

politicians and hurling abuse at

them. _
Referring to the steps lor

enlistment of voters correctly,
Justice Rouf said henceforih-
each voter would be supplicd
with a form for writing his

name, religion, date of birth,

identification mark on Lhe
body, if any. and address from
which he wants to cast his vote
in the Sangsad election. After
determining all these matters.
a voter would be given a num-

On the basis qf this area
based number and polling cen-
lre, a voter would be identified
with this particular number so
long as he lives, he added.

He believed thal if the vot-
ers were given identity cards
in this manner and if database
was prepared through com-_
puter it would be possible to
hold fair elections with the
united endeavours of all.

When asked whether he
had any recommendations to
strengthen the Election Co-
mmission, Justice Rouf said
that a Bill to this effect has
been brought in the Parlia-

ment.
He hoped that lacunas in

the 1972 Election *Act would
be removed by the legislators
to give wide legal powers to
the Election Commission in
respect of counting of voltes,
announcement ol election re-

sults and other relevint issues.
Replying to a question about

the powers of the Chiel Elec-
tion Commissioner ol India.
Justice. Abdur Rouf said the
[ramework of election evolved
il developed in that country
was ndt so in Bangladesh for

different reasons.
In this context. he pointed

out the Election Commission

Doctors urged to render

selfless service

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas vesterday called upon
the orthopaedic surgeons to
develop "&elfless service mo-

" Uve" to mitigate the ‘sufferings

of the peeple as best as possi-
ble, reports BSS.

"The scope of orthopaedic
surgery is increasing with the
development of road trans-
portation and modernisation
and use of machinery in the
fields and factories”. President
Biswas said while inaugurating
the second international con-
ference of the Bangladesh
orthopedic Society (BOS) at
Sonargaon Hotel in the city
yesterday.

President Biswas observed
that the services to the people
could be expedited and losses
minimised 'through efficient
management by trained ortho-
naedic surgeons at well-equi-
pped trauma centre and
accident units.

Chaired by Prof. KM Serajul
Islam, president of the society,
the function was al]so ad-
dressed by Deputy Minister for
Health and Family Welfare, M
Sirniul Hoque, secretary gen-
eral of the society Dr F R
Aol secretary of the organis-
a1 committee Dr AFM Ruhul
Hague and an American mis-
sionary surgeon Prof. Ronald J
Giarst.

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas referred to the scien-
Lific developments in the de-
veloped countries and said
"many of these are beyond the
reach of many developing
countries.”

He said even the develop-
ment of human resources and
training and teaching facilities
need to be developed. He said

| the surgeons and scientists

must take up the challenges of
the new centugy. "They are to
be fully equipped and engage
their mite for the services of
the people,” he said.

President Biswas said the
government was determined
to improve the quality of life of

Prof. A F M Ruhal Haque add

the people through sustainable
development.
He said government had

_ given top priority to health and

population control sector and
was committed to reach health
facilities to the people in the

far-flung rural areas by the year

2000.

President Biswas noted that
apart from setting up of new
medical colleges and hospitals,

the existing hospitals in the

districts and thanas were be-
ing expanded and developed.
He said the fourth population

and health project of the

World Bank, the largest pro-
ject in the third world coun-
try., costing more than Taka
2.500 crores had been under
implementation in the country
since 1992,

"We have already achieved
laudable success in population
coentrol and- Extended Pro-
gramme for Immunisation
(EPI) of children against six fa-
tal diseases,” he said.

President Abdur Rahman

‘Biswas expressed his happi-

ness at the rapid development
of this branch of medical
science and said at the time of
independence there were only
two units of orthopaedic
surgery and a few surgeons
working in them. "Now there
are about 120 oarthopaedic
specialists working in the
country,” he said adding "all
the medical ccllege hospitals
have orthopaedic units and
most of the districts are being
provided with orthopaedic
surgeon with an ultimate aim
ol putting one in each thana

health com by the end of ; ’ i = R
O Multinational Company, would like to

celleia wid Bedliated seriices recruit one Mechanical Engineer with

of Ronald J Garst, who had minimum 5 years experience In

helped establish the rehabili-
tation institute and hospital for
disabled popularly known as
Pongu hospital with active
support of some foreign agen-
cies and [friendly countries.
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UNICEF estimates say

6.2m mentally retarded

for iodine deficiency

Bangladesh is losing about
US$ 525 million every vear

“due. to less productivity of
:{ mentally impaired persons.

caused by deficiency of iodine,
a micro-nutrient, reports UNB,

An estimated 6.2 million
people in the country are
mentally impaired to some de-
gree as a direct result of lodine
deficiency, and such impaired
person is only 75 per cent as
productive as a normal person.

If the present iodine defi-
ciency disorder (IDD) situaiion
is continued, the country will
lose US$ 4.7 billion on in next
10 years, says UNICEF esti-
mates.

Besides, the current preva-
lence of goitre. another public
health problem caused by io-
dine deficiency, is 47.1 per
cent in Bangladesh that means
about 50 million: people have
visible goitre.

But actually, determined by
urine analysis, 68.9 per cent or
80 million people of the coun-
try's 115 million population
are biochemically iodine defi-
clent, according -to the Nation-
al IDD Survey in Bangladesh-
1993, '

The highest prevalence ol
goitre (55.6 per cent] was
found in women of child bear-
ing age followed by girls aged
5-11 m whom the prevalence
was 53 per cent.

lodine deficiency in moth-
ers also resulis in about
33,00Q neo-natal deaths and
41,000 stillbirths annually in
the country having IDD in hy-
perendemic form.

More than half of a million
people are cretin, also caused
by iodine deficiency. They are
deformed and of very low
intelligency because of disease
ol the thyroid gland.

According to medical ex-
perts. the 19 levels of normal
childlren born to iodine-defi-
cient mothers are as much as
15 per cent lower than aver-
age.

Domestic animals suffering
from iodine deficikncy become
smaller in size and produce
less meat and eggs.

lodine deficiency in diet
hampers production of thyrox-
ine. a vital hormone synthe-
sized by thyroid gland, and
diminishes ‘its supply to body
system resulting in IDD.

sing IDD as a seri-
ous public health problem, the
government passed the lodine
Deficiency Disease Prevention
Act. 1989 for universal iodisa-
tion of salt, the commonest
control measure.

lodisation is a relatively
simple procedure and the cost
calculated on the basis of indi-
vidual beneficiary is extremely
small - Tk 40 or US dir | as
only three to four grams of io-
dine are needed for 60-70
years of life-term.

The government plans to
install salt iodisation plant
(SIP) in the country's all 265
registered private salt crush-
ing or refining units. So far
235 SIPs have been installed
and the rest 30 will be in-
stalled by the year-end.

The country's annual re
quirement of edible salt for
human and animal consump-
tion is over 600,000 tons
Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology
(BUET) has designed an ap
propriate high quality SIP
having capacity of 8 tons per
hour,

Two Bangladeshi companies
are manufacturing the plants
following detailed fabrication
drawing produced by BUET fo:
UNICEF. Five SIPs were alsc
exported to Tanzania in 1993
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project at Dhaka.
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' CAREER OPPORTUNITY
Project Engineer

construction of Factory and installation of
Plant and Machinery for their up-coming

This is a managerial position with good
remunerative package.
should have the potential to become the
» | Head of the Engineering Department of the

Application with full
size photograph with
reference should be sent to: .

Administration Manager
Hoechst Bangladesh Limited
133, Kakrail, New Bailey Road

The candidate

bio-data and a

W Bangiadesh was -very’ re: tional conference organised by Bangladesh Orthopaedic Wlth?ﬂ _ 2nd ) December, 1994. . All
Spertil 10 s polltical leader® | Society at-a local hotel yesterday. President Abdur Rahman applications will be treated as strictly
that a ha,-mr:::; ﬂaﬁd b:%: Biswas, deputy minister for ‘hualth Sirajul Haque, Dr confidential. E:rrsu
veloped among the politicians Ronald J Garst, Prof K M Serajul Islam are also seen. : . :
in the election process.
101 arrested U 1
Police rounded up 101 IS
people, including 30 wanted The 29th three-day urs { mw
criminals. from different parts | mubarak of Shah Sufi Moulana
of the city in last 24 hours. re Hafez Mohammad Hashma- »
ports UNB. '  tullah Shah, Chisti. Saberi
The arrested, who also In- | Iftekhari Qaddasllahu Sirrahul
cluded three held under the | Ariz began yesterday at the
Arms Act, four accused of da- | Mazar Sharif. 94/1, Senpara
coily agd four of stealing. were | Parbata near section Nn.Pl{l Wrt Cﬂmfﬂrt C!f Sty&
produced before the courl. savs a pfess release, ‘ga ﬁa ud, m ﬁmu{
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T rature may fall i, s e ord
. -
empe y > 2 a Guishan Second
Light rain is likely at one or two places over Chittagong. ‘ Civcle.
Barisal and Dhaka divisions during the next 12 hours tll 6 pm A I N . _
today. reports UNB. | - Hl
T‘i‘fw MI:; Office says weather may remain mainly dry over by | E ib' / A . ba =
Khulna and Rajshahi divisions with partly cloudy sky over the ! 'l i A y‘ ' B lh
courniry. “‘ ; -
Night temperature is likely to fall by 1 to 2 degree Ceisius f.'. ] it s ? L“a Fa
across Lthe country . & » L rﬁ#tj‘ , e .=
n its owutlook for tomorrow the Met Office forecast lll-_‘ | Geaot ’I [ J" m_l —~
proved weather Giving extended outlook for another four 5 i '-' .‘f"‘ L_- h
days weathermen predicted little change, ' ; i }H ﬂt ¥ ‘ .'ﬂ. _
Meantime. Teknaf experienced the highest 35 mm rain ' =1 { _- Hl’ﬂ. E! ____F‘ 1l r
during the last 12 hours ttll 6 pm yesterday | = : b- m e .
Country's highest temperature 27 6 degree Celsius was I_ - ! [ ] —— ] _ == E
recorded at Satkhira and the lowest 13 7 degrees at Dinajpur i =3 ?ﬁi -ﬂl F S ] f__
The sun sets today at 511 pm and rises tomorrow If # | ..f:fﬂ!li I H (%) m* ;
(Sunday) at6:22 am ' i - | : | Eesadin P : =’ !
The maximum and minimum temperatures and humidity | poad l _ - e =t r“—‘ . ﬁ?'
recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were: - Py SR ; l | j - % R
City/Town Temperature Humidity in ¥ . , b o s B I 'q. { o
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Max Min Morning Evening : _——
Dhaka 26 6 186 74 70 w
Chittagong 22 6 I8 4 90 HB
Rajshahi 265 16 0O 61 ?;'*l hm my & M H-
Khulna 26.7 18 8 78 :j I TMC BULDING . 15T FLOOR. 52 NEW ESKATON ROAD. DHAKA.
Parisal 26 0 180 B0 PHONE. 829140 orty) 404243, 404872, 413110,
Sylihet 24 6 IR 3 094 7 i m- an
Cox's Bazar 2110 18 2 Hi) 232




