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NEWS BRIEFS

Three killed in

road mishaps

Three people were killed
and three others injured in
two road accidents in and
around the city yesterday
Police said a tempo, hit by a
truck near Mollarpur in
Keraniganj thana on Dhaka-
Mawa highway at 5pm. fell in
to a roadside ditch leaving two
peopie killed and three others
injured.

in another accident
Rasheda Begum, 10. a pedes
trian. was run over by a mi

crobus al 'Shafnmh on Ring

Road at 11 am, reports UUNB

Call for hartal
at Rajbari today

RAJBARI, Nov 25: A faction
of the BNP has called for
dawn-to-dusk hartal here to
morrow demanding resigna-
tion of State Minister for Cul
tural Aflairs Jahan Ara Begum
a8 minister and district BNP

ent. The faction led by
district BNP General Secrelary
Rokonuddin Chowdhury
brought charges of corruption
and nepotism agains! Jahan
Ara and alleged that she had
amassed wealth through her
NGO "Nari Adhiker Bastabayan
Sangstha” here, reports UNB.

Maharashtra

BOMBAY. Nov 15 Miid
tremors today were reported
in three towns in the western
Indian state of Maharashira
which was ravaged by a killer
temblor last year. butl here
were no casualties police said
here. People ran out of their
homes in panic in the towns of
Koyna. Kasni and Dhebewad)
they said. but there were o
reports of damage
AFP
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Hospital packed with casualties

SARAJEVO. Nov 25: Out-
gunned Bosnian government
troops retreated en masse
from the northwest Bosnian
town of Bihac today as Serb
forces poured into the UN-de-
clared ‘safe area’ and set up
position to take Bihac town it-
self, reports AFF.

Bihac hung in limbo early
today after government Lroops
defending its streets [led into
the couniryside and enemy
Serhs camped at its gate,
holding fire, a UN official said
from the scene.

Invading Serb forces on the
edge of the town held their
fire after the Bosnian army
withdrew and made a desper-
ate bid to regroup its defences
in the north of the enclave.

A UN military source in Za-
greh. said that around 1,000
Bosnian Serb 1roops were
within the UN-protected ‘safe
area’, but outside the town.

The Serb advance through

the Security Zone 'appeared’
to have halted, the source said,
with both sides seeming Lo
camp down in present posi-
tions.

UN Protection Force spo-
kesman Major Koos Sol said in

BRUSSELS, Nov 25: NATO
aircraft today launched an air
strike in Bosnia, NATO sources
said. There were no details
immediately available of the
nature or location of the tar-
get, reports Reuter.

Dhaka 1n constant
touch with troops

Bangladesh is in constant
touch with the United Nations

and the Bangladesh contingent .

commander in Bihac over the

safety and other matters re-

lated to the contingent, For-

eipn Minister ASM Mostafizur
See Page 12 Col 6

govt troops
flee Bihac en masse

Sarajevo mid-afternoon that at
the time of the Bosnian Serb
advance only 400 Bosnian
troops had remained in the
town out of a force earlier es-
timated at between 10,000
and 15,000.

More than 1.100 Bang-
ladeshi UN troops are also
trapped in the enclave.

But there was no sign of an’

exodus of the town's 48,000-
strong population. |

Reuter -adds: Fear gripped
thousands of people sur-
rounded in Bihac today as no
more than 300 Muslim-led de-
fenders tried desperately to
prevent Serb forces from over-

‘running the “sale area.,” UN

sources said.

The hospital was packed
with casualties, markets and
food shops were completely
bare and some of the people
cowering in their homies wept
openly, said a UN aid worker

See Page 12 Col 5
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A colourful anti-AIDS rally was brought out by_AIDS'nwnréness committee in the city yesterday.
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Awami League chief and Leader o

Ay

)

meeting at the Faridpur High School ground yesterday.

f the Opposition Sheikh Hasifla addressing a public

By Asiuzzaman

The Opposition yesterday
expressed its surprise at Lhe
Commonwealth Secretary
General's reported remark
that his envoy had not been
partisan in mediating an end
to the political crisis in
Bangladesh

Moudud contradicts
Emeka's statement

A top leader of the Jativa
Party vesterday contradicted
Commonwealth Secretary L.e-
neral Chiel Emeka Anyaoku's
statement that his envoy Sir
Ninian Stephen had been non-
partisan in mediating an end
to the political crisis in Bang-
ladesh

'l statement of the
(‘wealth Secretary General is
Soe Page 12 Col 4

16 buses fo

Chief Emeka Anyaoku made
the remark al a press conler-
ence in Islamabad Thursday.

The opposition parties in
Bangladesh made the charge of
partisanship in a letter to Chief
Emeka Tuesday alter his envoy
Sir Ninian Stephen's mission

| don't know why such a
statement was issued before
giving a complete reply to
Sheikh Hasina s letter,” said
SAMS Kibria. political advisor
to the Awami League chief and
one of the leading Opposition
negotiators in_ the {atled Coin
monwealth-brokered dialogue
with the ruling party.

Chief Emeka had sent an
interimmn reply’ to Lhe letter
from the Leader of (he Opposi-
tion in Parliament and wanted

Sec Page 12 Col 4
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Dhaky | miversity students clinging precariously on Lu the

door handlex of an over-crowded students bus 1n the ity

- Star photo

r 10 thousand DU
tudents

Caretaker govt
now demand
of the masses,
says Hasina

FARIDPUR, Nov 25: Oppo-
sition leader Sheikh Hasina
today asked the ruling BNP
either to accept the demand
for a neutral non-party care-
taker government or quit,
reports UNB,

“It is clear like daylight that
a fair election is not possible
under the BNP ... Only a non-
party caretaker government
could ensure a fair election,”
she told a big public meeting
at the Faridpur High Schoel
premises

Hasina said, her party is
fighting for the people's voting
right trampled after the killing
obk Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman in 1975. The
demand for a caretaker gov
erminent was not a demand ol
only the Awami League but of
the masses.”

See Page 12 Caol 7

By Masud Anf

A large number of students
of Dhaka University living in
different areas of the city are
facing acute transpori prob-
lem.

For some 10 thousand non-
resident students of the DU.
there are only 16 buses. As a
result, many students cling to
the door handles window
frames lront and rear bumpers
of the buses or jostle Inside for
space on their way to and from
the campus and many others
are simply left behind

Those who somehow man-
age Lo cling that way get dren-
ched in shower during the
monsoon and get scorched
under a blazing sun during the

SLUITHNET .

“There is no end to it said

Mizanur Rahman. a Maslers
final year student. “You have to
sifffer day in and day out.’

The officials concerned of

(he transporl seciion of the

nniversiy said six buses for the

siudents were oul of order lor
See Page 12 Cal H

PM's Maldives
visit successful:
Mostafiz

The two-day's visit of Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
to the Maldives went off "very
well' and this will bring the
two South Asian nations more
clpser both in bilateral and
the SAARC context. Foreign
Minister ASM Mostafizur
Rahman said ih Dhaka yester-
(h},‘ .

"It is a very successful visit"
he told BSS and added that the
Prime Minister's talks with
Maldivian President Maumoon
Abdul Gayoom focussed on bi-
lateral. regional and interna-

; :..m"u” 2l jasues ﬂlmm Con-

o F

" The Prime Minister re-
turned Thursday night from
the two-day's trip.

On the bilateral plane, the
foreign minister said several
decisions were taken to pro-
mote cogperation including
concrete steps that the pri-

Sce Page 12 Col 4

Hartal observed at
Bogra protesting
Azam's meeting

BOGRA. Nov 25: A dawn-to-
dusk hartal to protest Jamaat
leader Golam Azam's public
meeting here disrupted nor-
mal life in the town, reports
LUNB.

Jamaat chief Golam Azam,
however. addressed the party's
scheduled rally at a changed
venue, Betagi, six kilometres
from here, amid tight security.

The meeting venue was
shifted from the town follow-
ing agitation by political oppo-
nents.

Witnesses said the hartal
called by the Anti-Communal
Student Unity passed off
peacefully except a few spo-
radic clashes between activists
of the Unity and Jamaat-Shibir.

Police baton-charged
pedestirians after some home-
made bombs had gone off In
front of Awami League oflice at

See Page 12 Col 7

Delhi wants to
import more
newsprint from
Bangladesh

NEW DELHI, Nov 25:. Indian
Commerce Minister Pranab
Mukherjee said here yesterday
that his country wanted to in-
crease import of urea and
newsprint from Bangladesh,
reports BSS.

During talks with the visit-
ing Bangladesh Industries Mi-
nister A M Zahiruddin Khan,
Mukherjee also said that India
was willing to enter inito long
term agreement with Bang-
ladesh for import of news-

print. He also proposed the
setting up of urea plants under

joint venture eof the two
countries .
Earlier. Zahiruddin aften-

ded a luncheon meeting hos-
ted for him by the Confe
deration of Indian Industries.

Speaking on the occasion,
he mentioned the favourable
investment climate In Bang-
ladesh and called upon Indian
investors o set up joint
venture industries. including
paper and pulp mills based on
green jute, i which Bangla
desh has achieved a break

See Page |2 (ol B

Nepali CP poised to

form minority govt

KATHMANDU, Nov 25: The
Communist Party won a chance
to form a minority government
today when the former ruling
party, the Nepali Congress,
failed to enlist a coalition part-
ner, reports AP.

Though the party's Marxism
has ‘been softened. Nepal
would have the world's first
communist-led government
under a monarch.

The way was cleared for the
communists when the small

. Nglional Democralic Parly.

which held the balance of po-
wer after a deadlocked elec-
tion. spurned a coalition offer
from the Nepali Congress.

“The party decided to sit in
the opposition,” said Demo-
cratic Party leader Surya Ba-
hadur Thapa, after a five-hour
meeting.

The communists must win a
vote of confidence in parlia-
ment within 30 days of being
appointed by the king to lead
the government.

On Thursday. the Congress
and the communists submitted
competing bids for the gov-
ernment to King Birendra,
whose family had ruled a leudal

Hindu Kingdom in this isolated
Himalayan land for hundreds ol
years. Four years ago. Birendra
yielded to a pro-democracy
movement and accepted a
constitutional monarchy.

Dissension within
Congress led to the downfall of
Prime Minister Girija Prasad
Koirala's government in July,
requiring elections 18 months
ahead of schedule.

In the voting November 15
the Communists won 88 seats
in the 205-member House of

Scc 'age 12 Col 2

Rao faces crucial
state elections
in Karnataka

BANGALORE, India, Nov 25!
The first phase ol Indian state
elections, widely considered
crucial for Prime Minister FV
Narasimha Rao, begins Satur-
day in the country's south, re-
ports AFP.

An estimated 14 million
voters are eligible to cast their
ballot to elect 115 candidates

Scc Page 12 Col 2
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'Wrong diagnosis

has crippled me'

By Staff Correspondent

"While | was not carrying
any HIV, a reputed pathologi
cal laboratory diagnosed that |
was an AlIDS patient. crippling
me both mentally and so
cially,” the victim told a press
conference in the city vester
day.

Twenty six-year old Habibu;
Rahman. a resident of 90. [
nanth Sen Road, Gandarnia said
that on November 10. a na
tional daily reperted him 1o be
an AlIDS patient on the basis ol
pathological tests by a diagnos
tfic centre at Elephant Road in
the ciiy

He demanded compensa
tion from those concerned

Habibur Rahman further
said at the press conference
that blood tests by the National
AIDS Committee and the in
fectious Disease Hospilal
alterwards clearly showed #hal
he was not carryving any HIV
He also produced before the
newsmen photocopies of the
test results.

Managing Director ol the
diagnostic cenitre concerned
was quoied in the report pub
lished on November 10 as say
ing "Habibur Rahman's biload

See Page 12 Col 5
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IFIC Bank now at
Moulvibazar

IFIC Bank's 48th branch To extend our sphere of senace
. @oes into operation from today, we wil soon open
the 26th November at MouMbazar. more branches at |
Our new branch is lpcated  Sheikh Mujib Road, Chittagong
at Sheraton Plaza, Mouvbazar.  and Cox's Bazar
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IFIC Bank - Serves with Excellence

international Finance Investment
and Commerce Bank Limited
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