Neighbours lﬂhlBF-ln -'lnllt?ﬁr

as Lhe house owner started
demolishing the illed seven-

storey bufliding at Moha-
mmadpur in the capital yes

terday.
" A group eof construction

workers began hammering and
shove the building that
tilted — the third
such incident in Dhaka re-
cently.

The Rajdhani Unnayan

Kartripakkhya (RAJUK) offi-
cials said they had earlier
cancelled the design ol the
building at 6/21.° Tajmahal
Road because of ils erratic
construction and had instruc-
ted the owner to tear it down.

The owngr, Habibur Rah-
man, denied allegations of
having constructed the build-
ing on a faulty plan using sub-
standgrd conmstruction materi-
als.

However. he admitted that
the construeétion of the sixth
and seventh floors and a huge
waler tank on the roof-top was
Hlegal.

The seven-storey building
tilted Wednesday afternoon
and leaned against a two-storey
building, creating panic in the
whole neighbourhood.

The families occupying ei-
ght units of the building were
all evacuated by Wednesday
evening.

Neighbours alleged that
Habibur Rahman’'s house was
built without a foundation

while there were many fauilts

11 construction.

They said the owner had
constructed the rest of the six
floors on a weak floor
that was budlt during the
Pakistan pe

“He kept on making the
house higher and with-
oul  ever thinking of the load

respondent
the ground floor could take.”
mnmmnlul Nurul Akhter Litu,
a neighbour.

The owner alleged that the
tilt was not his fault, rather i
was because of an excavation
next to his building.

“They have dug so deep
that it had weakened the foun-
dation of my building which
was otherwise very strong,.” a
nervous Habibur thmnln told
The Daily Star.

People in the locality al-
leged that they had earlier in-
formed RAJUK and local police
of the faulty building but no
action was taken until the tilt-
ing. Even the minimum safety
measures were not taken.

“We submitted an applica-
tion to the RAJUK back in
April.” said Syeed Ahmed.
whose plot was being exca-
vated.

RAJUK officials admitted
that they had approved the
plan of Habibur Rahman's
building in 1985 but added
that monitoring actual con-
struction was not their busi-
Ness.

“There is no legal provision
that we can supervise con-
struction of any building or
even test the foundation of any
building,” said a senior RAJUK
official.

“There is a building con-
struction_ code.” he said,
"However, that is hardly en-
forced.”

“At the moment ... tearing
down an inmstment was the
only punishment an unautho-
rised builder could receive.”
he added.

The owners have to pay for
approval of the building de-
sign. bear the cost of con-
struction and even the ex-
pens.ca r.rf tearing slown their

Door open for dlalogue
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divisional cities.

The longest serving BNP
secretary who was unwell and
taking rest on the advice of his
doctors said, “Indeed, if the
Opposition's intention was to
evolve a system (o hold free
and fair peneral elections then
the dialogue could have suc-
ceeded.”

“If they made up their mind
to oust Begum Zia then the sit-
unation would get worse.”
Talukdar cautioned.

He said the opposition par-
ties had rejected all the ruling
party proposals as well as Sir
Ninian's own plan which the
Commonwealth emissary pre-
pared after long dPfscussions
with both sides to the talks.

“If we set some basic prin-
ciple and stick to it then no
negotiation aftempt can suc-
ceed.” Talukdar said. adding.
“The opposition: parties [ailed
to give anv concessions for the
dialogue to succeed.”

One - the other hand. he
claimed, the ruling party
shifted frem its original posi-
tion and agreed to induct op-
position members in the in-
terim cabinet.

Accepting Sir Ninian's pro- -

posal. the BNP Secretary Gen-
eral said "Any sensible man

must accept the proposal.”

Refuting the Opposition al-
legation that the interim gov-
ernments proposed by both
the ruling party and Sir Ninian
would not be ‘workable,’
Talukdar said that could have
heen a balanced government
for the inierim period of the
elections and could run the
country by accomplishing
routine state work and super-
vising the elections.

He termed the present pe-
litical situation as ‘volatile’ and
held the opposition parties re-
sponsible for this situation.

Talukdar declined to
comment on the ppssible fu-
ture political situation by say-
ing: "Everything depends on
the Opposition’s decisions and
actions.”

In reply to a question,
Salam Talukdar said there will
be two options before the rul-
ing party if the Opposition MPs
resign en magsse from Parlia-
ment — holding byelections or
fresh general elections by dis-
solving Parliament.

He said "It is too early to
comment which option the
BNP will take if the Opposition
MPs resign.”

Giving a lengthy background
of how the opposition parties
formulated the demand for a
caretaker government, Taluk-
dar said they took the Magura

/bypolls of last March as an is-
sue although more than a
dozen parliamentary bypolls,
the municipal elections and
the city corporation elections
were held under Begum
Khaleda Zia's government.

"How can they say the next

elections will not be fair before
the elections are held?" the
BNP leader wondered. .

He said the formula the op-
position parties gave on June
27 was neither fair nor neutral.
So how would they ensure free
and [air elections by that for-
mula?

The Opposition-proposed
formula said that the parties
agitating for a caretaker gov-
-ernment would choose a per-
son to head the inlerim gov-
erninent.

Talukdar also described the

initiatives he and his party had
taken before Commonwealth
Secretary General Chief Emeka
Anyaouku started the process.

He said the BNP insisted on
settling the dispute within the
constitutional framework 1o
show proper respect of Lhe
volers who gave their mandate
in the most {ree elections in
the history of Eangladesh in
11991,

In reply to a question
whether it was inappropriate
on the part of Sir Ninian to
have proffered any suggestion
or proposal, Talukdar saidf§No'.

"He made the proposal after
summing up our contenupns.
So, 1 think it was okay.” he
added.

According to Sir Ninian's
proposal, a 10-member cabinet
including the incumbent
prime minister as its head,
would only exercise the execu-
tive power of the republic in
an interim capacity and with
the assent of the majority of
the cabinet. In reckoning such
majority each minister and the
prime minister shall have one
vole,

The Leader of the Opposi-
tion would nominate five
members while the prime
minister would nominate four
in the interim cabinet. .

The interim cabinet would
assume power 45 days before
the expiry of the current Fifth
Parliament.

There would be no need to
amend the Constitution in
order to Iimplement Sir
Ninian's proposal. '

- He said till the' time of this
intérview he had no knowl-
edge of any fresh move from
the Commonwealth Secretary
General to resolve the political

"I've heard the opposition

parties were exchanging let-
ters with the Commonwealth
Secretary General. We've had
no contact with Common-
wealth headquarters since Sir
Ninian's departure.,” the BNP
Secretary General said.

About the role of the Prime
Minister and party chief Be-
gum Zia during the dialogue,
Salam Talukdar said, "She
guided and advised the nego-
tiating team dur!qg the pro-
cess of the dinloguc

He refuted the ailcgatiml
that there was serious lack of
discipline inside the BNP but
admitted that the government
has been a bit Ek}wlntakil‘.l‘
decisions.

Hé said the party's standing
committee empowered the

chairperson to take necessary
action against those who had
embarrassed the party. -

In reply to another question
he said, in a parliamentary
form of government cabinet
reshuffles are regular phenom-
ena. ;

"There may beé many aspi-
rants for a cabinet berth but
that does not mean fregquent
reshuffles will invigorate gov-
ermment activities," Talukdar
About the allegations the
country’s current political. eri-
sis had
the ego problems of the two
leaders — Begum Zia and
Sheikh Hasina — the BNP Sec-
retary General said, "Our
Prime Minister enjoys the
people’s verdict. She has no
ego problem.

‘I cannot comment about

her Opposition munttrpa:t
Talukdar added.

“~ Corruption case
against Khaledur
Rahman Titu

The Department of Anti-
Corruption has filed a case

against former chairman of

Jessore municipality Khaledur
Rahman Titu for allegedly giv-

ing a tender to one of his near’

relations violating normal
rules, a PID handout said last
night, reports BSS.

It was alleged in the case
that the Jessore municipality
invited tender for constructing
a two-story pucca building
known as Chandani Hat in the
eastern corner of the fish
inarket under the municipal
area during 1987-88 fiscal.

Waste dumping
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*“The condition persisting
in those areas is too hazardous
for human health and envi-
ronment,” the BELA statement
said pointing out that children
of the locality have become the
worst victims.

Served by the BELA Secre-
tary General, Dr Mohiuddin
Farooque, the legal notice was
issued upon the secretaries of
the Environment and Forests
Ministry. Industries Ministry
and the Ministry of Labour and
Manpower, as well as the Di-
recior-General of the En-
vironment Depariment. the
Chief Inspector of Factories
and .Establishments, the DC,
Narayanganj, and the Managing
Director of Hossain Pulp and
Paper Mills and Hossain Board
Mills.

The people of those areas
have long been protesting
against dumping of hazardous
waste by the paper and board
mills.

They had even formed a
‘Population Control and Deve-
lopment Council’ and staged a
series of protests seeking
redress.

SAARC Fha;rpcrnun and - Prim Minister
Pmndent Maumoon Abdul Gn-m at the President House in Male yesterday.

|

Begum Khahdl Zia talking with Maldives

—PIDM

| Joint pommumque

Col
power from for the
economic development of the
Maldives.

The two leaders expressed
satisfgction at the signing of
the the visit
for the direct exchange of

[ money order between the two

countries.
During the summit, - the
'two sides agreed to take fur-

ther initiatives to encourage
export of manpower including
professionals from Bangladesh
to the Maldives.

Begum Zia, the current
Chairperson of the SAARC, and
President Ga reaffirmed
that the SAARC. as a forum of
regional cooperation, could
contribute significantly to-
wards the strengthening of re-
lations among the member
states in the interest of pro-
moting - regional peace,

progress and the well-being of

their peoples.
They also expressed satis-

faction at the steady progress
in the implementation of the
decisions taken in the 7th
SAARC Summit held in Dhaka.

The two leaders felt the ne-

cessity to continue efforts for
developing cooperation be-
tween the SAARC and other
regional bodies, such as the
ASEAN and the European
Union. In this connection, they
discussed the outcome of Be-

gum Zia's recent visit to-

Malaysia, a leading member of
the ASEAN.

The two leaders expressed .

satisfaction at the positive de-
velopment in the Middle East
with the recent signing pf+the
agreements between the PLO
and Israel and between Jordan
and lIsrael. They also welcomed
the establishment of a demo-
cratic. united and non-racial
South Africa under the leader-
-ship of President Nelson Man-

k(k.‘la.
The two SAARC leaders ex-

pressed deep concern al the

continuing human tragedies in

Bosnia-Herzegovina, Rwanda
and Somalia and reaffirmed
their supports to all peaceful
efforts in resclving the prob-
lems.

They also focussed on cur-
rent economic situation
and noted with concern that
ever widening gap between the
rich North and poor South
remained the major challenge

the international com-
munity and hoped that the de-
veloped countries would im-
mediately adopt the special
measures, promised to the
least countries, un-
der the Uruguay Round Agree-
ment.

The two leaders expressed

-concern at the degradation of

the global environment.
Begum Zia extended an in-

vitation to the President of the

Maldives to visit Bangladesh at

a mutually mnvFﬂcnt time.
Khaleda, Gayoom
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During the 90-minute talks,
hoth the leaders felt that ef-
forts may also continue to de-
velop n between the
SAARC and other regional bod-
ies such as ASEAN and the
European union. -

Discussing the outcome of

‘the SAARC Chairperson's re-

cent visit to Malaysia, a mem-
ber of the ASEAN. both
Ba and the Maldives
sides observed that such coop-
eration belween the regional
bedies could help in improving
the wellbeing of the people of
this region.

Both the Bangladesh and
Maldivian sides stressed the
need for playing much stron-
ger role by the SAARC member
states in realisation of the
SAARC spirit and the forum’'s
charter.

d because of

65 flood protectlon projects
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nent studies were initiated.
including some pilot projects.
to test various innovative ap-
proaches, such as, conirolled
flooding, compartmentaliza-
tion, bank protection and ac-
tive floodplain management.
The studies and pilot projects
were supported by 150 million
US dollar funding from the
UNDP. the European Union,
the Asian Development Bank,
the World Bank and 11 bilat-
eral donors.

The World Bank, coordi-
nated the initiatives under the
FAP.

Most of the original pro-
grammes of studies and inves-
tigations of FAP have now been
completed. the minister said,
except for the two pilot pro-
jects — the compartmentalisa-
tion pilot project and the river
training and active floodplain
management project — which
are continuing and the river
survey programme has mtral
more years to run.

"We have pot yet come to a
state that we have designed
any structure. We are starting
that process just about now ac-
cording to the priorities.”
Majid-ul Haq explained.

Physical works.®
would include structures to
provide controlled flooding
with due emphasis on water
management through appro-
priate management units
called compartments. River
training would also be a major
component ' of future flood
management activities.

"We would take care that
there is no impediment to
navigation, pisciculture and
forestry along with any harm to
the environmental balance,”
the minister added. "Any social
upheaval from the‘relocation of
people displaced ‘by the physi-
cal works would be adequately

deait with and they would be
properly re-settled.”
The minister also re-

he said, |

sponded to criticisms from

various quarters about the FAP
studies and attributed the rea-
son for the criticisms to a lack
of understanding about the
process. "Most of the blame is
to be borne by us as we were
unable to make people under-
stand the.process," he said,
adding "it is unfortunate that
such hue and cry has hctn
raised abput the FAP".

However, he also hinted at
the media's failure to grasp the
technical aspects of the FAP

, process which may have con-

tributed 1o the lack of under-
it_lndmg by the'public at large.

More than a thousand meet-

ings were held .during the FAP
study process involving the lo-

cal people,
their political affiliation, the
minister noted. He also men-
tioned the activp tion
of one Opposition, member of
parliament, whom he did not
identify, who, he said, "helped
us tr&mtnduuﬂy“ in the FAP
process. :

The 26 components of the
FAP, the minister pointed out,
dealt with each aspect of the
- problem of flooding and now a
coordination study would be
taken up to look into the com-
patibility of the various rec-
ommendations. _

"By the end of 1995 we will
know the pattern and struc-
ture of the plan &nd the finan-
cial factor," he said.

He requested the media to

project the outcomes of the.

FAPF studies and to also provide
their reactions to it. "Let us
have vour reactions, preferably
in writing, and I will be nnnI}r
too glad to go through them,”
he said. "It will allow me to get
the corners rounded off." :
According to the executive

summary of the draft final re- .

port, Bangladesh was divided
into six regions under the FAP
studies recognising the wide
differences in the land and
water regimes and each was
‘the subject of an indepcndcnt
study.

All FAP project preparations
were made, it sald, under
guidelines ensuring the adop-
tion of a common approach to
project appraisal and impact
assessment, seeking people's
participation and making envi-

ronmental impact assess-
ments. i
Controlled , draina-

ge and compartmentalization
have been identified as key
_concepts in the FAP. On social
considerations, the draft re-
port noted that the water
management planners have to
consider employment oppor-
tunities, changes in occupa-
tional structure, income dis-
tribution, land owmership, lo-
cal participation, avoidance uf
social conflicts, gender equal”
ity and the quality of life.
. The main benefits of water
managements are derived from
. controlling the water regime
so that the farmers can consis-
tently achieve higher yields
and better cropping, it said.
Acknowledging that altho-
ugh environmental planning
and assessmeni were not ade-
quate at the beginning of FAP,
the draft report added that

irrespective of .

provements in the area that
have since been accomplished
are a matter of gratification.
Recognising the need for
combining structural works
with non-structural measures,
it said, the FAP studies empha-
sised on the optimum combi-
nation of the two.
The 65 priority projects
recoimmendeéd in the draft re-

port are based largely on the
suggestions of the regional
studies but also on those sug-

gested by various pilot projects

and other FAP studies, the ex-
_ecutive summary noted.

The proposed investment
outlay of Tk 10,127.1 crore,
set at 1991 prices, is for 4 10
year period, which matches
well with the current level of
investment in the water sec-
tor, it said.

Of the prioritised set nl'
projects grouped under eight
categories, urban protection
projects claim the largest
share at 22 per cent of the
proposed outlay, followed by
the Ganges barrage at 20 per
cent, flood management, drai-
nage and irrigation projects at
about 16 per cent, river trai-
ning 13 per cent, drainage and

_irrigation projects about 12

per cent, rehabilitation pro-
jects nine per cent, flood ma-
nagement and drainage pro-
jects three per cent, flood pro-
ofing, environmental protec-
tion and fishery projects at
three per cent and projects

/involving studies, maps and

modelling at about two per
cent of the total costs. |
The project proposals also
estimate an annual expen
ture of about Tk 320.7 crore to

‘the requirements for opera-
_tions

mainténance,which
represents about three per
cent of the total investment
cost of the selected projects.
The report also recom-
mends the merger of the Flood
Plan Coordination Organisation
(FPCO), when its tenure ter-
minates in 1995, with the
database of master plan organi-

. sationr and the sectoral plan-

ning to be taken up by the Wa-
ter Development Board
(BWDB).

The press briefing was also
attended by State Minister
Mosharraf Hossain Shahjahan,
Secretary of the Water Re-
sources Division Nazrul Islam,

other concerned officials and

of donors.
The Secretary said that the

re

"draft report would be placed

before a denor's mieeting
scheduled for January next, for
its fAinalisation.

di- .

|

Four held on
suspicion

By Staff Correspondent

Police yesterday arrested
four on suspicion of
being involved in Wednesday's
looting of bank money in the
city. Police also recovered Tk

1 10.000, believed to be part of

the loot.

The double:barrelled gun
snatched from a bank security
guard during the heist Wed-
nesday afternoon was also
recovered.

The criminals had attacked
two staff of the Farm Gate
branch of Pubali Bank with
knives and looted Tk 18 lakh
from them just outside the
bank premises around 3:30 pm
Wednesday. The two employ-
ees — cashier Waliullah and se-
curity guard Abu Taher— had
just t the cash from the
nearby Film Development Cor-
poration (FDC).

All four suspects — Ayub Ali,

27. and Mostafizur Rahman
alias Mamun, 22, — weré de-
tained for interrogation by the
Detective Branch (DB).

They were arrested from
different areas of Mohammad-

%e said, one Abul Ha-
shem recovered ten thousand
taka — a bundle of hundred-
taka bills — from a lake at
Mohammadpur yesterday after-
noon and . hlranded over. the
amount to police. The gun was
recovered from a slum in the
same area, police added.
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this had been accepted by the
Bosnian Government, Stlajdzic

| said.

"But it is obvious now they
(the Serbs) have only used this
to gain time because the situa-'
tion in Bihac is now dramatic.
They are attacking from all
sides and the houses are
burning,” the premier said.

“They are attacking by ar-
tillery fire, by tank fire. They
have taken the hill of Debel-
which is above Bihac, and
it is dramatic now."

Silajdzic said the fightirig

had flared again after stabilis- -
He added:

ing overnight.
‘There are a lot of dead people
there and it's time for NATO
and the UN to act immedi-
atelv.”
Opposition
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According to sources. the
central rs of the opposi-
tion parties earlier left the city
to pamicipate in the pro-
gramme at their respective
districts. AL chief Sheikh Ha-

sina is now at her home town
of j where she par-

ticipated in her party's pro-

grammes.
In the face of geared-up
agitation, the ruling
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) has also planned
counter programmes like pub-
e rallies all over the country'
in its bid to defend the party
position on the issue of the
caretaker government.

Staging of 'Return
of the Son'
cﬁnceﬂed in

By Staﬂ' Ccrrpgpondent

his in the Philip-
pines had to abandon a plan-
ned play on the 1971 War of
Independence when author-
ities of an international organi-
sation cancelled the show fol-
lowing protests by the Pak-
istani nationals there, accord-

ing to a message from Manila

received in Dhaka last night.
It said, Bangladeshis at the

International Rice Research

Institute (IRRI) at Los Banos,
the Philippines, céuld not
stage their play "Return of the
Son" Monday at an interna-
tional cultural night after the
authorities cancelled it two
hours before the show was
scheduled to start.

The Association for Fellows,
Scholars, Trainees and Resi-
dents of IRRI (AFSTRI) in-,
formed the audience that the
show was cancelled by the
IRRI authorities after some
Pakistanis had protested.

AFSTRI officials said.- the
Director General of the IRRI,
Dr Klaus J Lampe, had report-
edly ordered the cancellation,

The Association organises.
the international cultural night
every year in which nationals
from different countries pre-
sent their cultural shows.

The nine-minute play on
the liberation of Bangladesh,
which was staged at another
international cultural night at
the University of the Philip-
pines at Los Banos, was widely
acclaimed by the people.

When the me was
cancelled, Bangladeshi per-
formers of the play con-

demned the decision on stage
and later walked out in protest
along with other Banglgdeshi
nationals.

Meanwhile, \i’z’lﬂn of '71,
an organisation promoting
and preserving the spirit of
the Liberation War, yesterday
condemned the "attitude of
some Pakistani researchers at
a far away land and the authori-
ties who bowed to this sort of
undemocratic pressure’.
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Arafat, Rabin in Madrid

MADRID Nov 24 lsraell

Primpe Mimister Yitzhak Rabin and

Palestinian |eader Yasser Arafat arrived separately in the
Spanish capital today for talks with government members
before they receive a joint award later n the day. The twe
mer were (o head later in the day to the northwestern city of
(wiedo (o receive one of Spain's highest dwards, the Prince of
Asturias Award for international cooperation. reporis AFP
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The peace lalks with the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ee
lam (LTTE) who are lighting
for separate state in the north
and east of the Island for the
minority Tamils were sus-
pended following an assassina-
tion of opposition leader and
presidential candidate Gamini
Dissanayake on October 23
The suicide attack which also
killed 53 others including se-
nior opposition leaders took
place on the eve of second
round of peace talks between
the government and the Tamil
rebels.

The rebels have been bla-
med for the attack in Colombo
but President Kumaratunga is
adamant to continue the peace
talks. It is also a clear mandate
for the peace process started
by our government. This was
significant as it was done In
the face of a strong and inflam-
malory campaign undertaken
by major opposition garties to
face racial violence in the hope
it would get more-votes. The
government will go for a
negotiated peace to build a
society in which all the people
can live with equal rights. Mrs.
Kumaratunga said in her first
address to the nation after
being elected, "The challenge
is to go ahead with the peace
process while overcoming the
concerns that so far the gov-

Japanese team
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sists of two groups. One groups
will cover grant and technical
assistance while the other loan
assistance. The mission is be-
ing jointly led by Masato Ki-
tera, Director, Grant Ald Divi-
sion of the Japanese Ministry
of Foreign Affairs.

The annual consultation
meeting on Japanese econo-
mic cooperation with Bangla-
desh will be held in Dhaka
from November 26 to 29.

The Bangladesh delegation
at the meeting will be headed
by Lutfullahil Majid. Secretary.
and Dr Sadat Hussain, Addi-
tional Secretary of the ERD as
well as officials from relevant
ministries and implementing
agencies of the Government
will attend the four-day mee-
ting.

During the meeting, various
spolicy issues will be discussed
by the representatives of the
two governments.

Japan is the largest bilateral
donor. It provides around 300
million US dollars in financial
assistance to Bangladesh an-
nually.

A powerful delegation rep-
resenting Japanese economic
organisations, the Kiedernan
mission. earlier visited Bang-
ladesh to -explore the pros-
pects of investments. Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
also visited Japan in March

this year and urged Japanese
entrepreneurs to invest in

Bangladesh.
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There is also a propnn] for -
building an ‘exclusive Japanese

industrial estate in Chittagong.
The Japanese teamh will call

on the Prime Minister and a

number of ministers.

| Peace move with Tigers

ernment has approached the
peace issue in an amateurish
fashion.” says Rohan Ediris
ingha, law professor at the
Colombe University.

However, President Ku-
maratunga has been less firm
footed on the economy. Shed-
ding her and her Peoples A-
liance [PA) party's history as
socialists, President Ku-
marafunga promised to con-
tinue the open market econ-
omy introduced in 1977 by the
main tion United Na-
tional Party. "We will bring
about tnily open economy, not
the crony capitalism that was
practiced® by the tion
when they were in gov-
ernment” she told in a recent
interview. However industrial-
ists are still waiting for a clear
policy from the t on
a number of major areas such
as privatisation, foreign in-
vestment and taxation policies
of the new regime. The gov-
ernmeni has vet to give the
country some economic direc-
tion which does not alienate
various diverse Interesis
within the PA." says Rohan

Edirisingha.

The PA is dominated by
Mrs. Kumaratunga's Sri Lanka
Freedom Party but also con-
tains three small leftist
w is essential for
the government's survival in
parliamt

“The government has to
demonstrate its ability to man-
age the economy efficiently.
This is the area in which the
opposition will launch its
fiercest attack and if the gov-
ernment does not move deci-
sively beyond soothing noises
the economy will turn out to
be its Aschiles heel,” says Sara-
vanamutiu.

JS quorum
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After recitation from the
Quran, the Chair could not
take up the day's business be-
cause he found the House to be
short of quorum. The Deputy
Speaker ordered ringing the
bell again.

[t was only at 6:52 pm that
the Chair could enter.into the
clay's business with just the
number of MPs required for a
quorum. '

However. the sitting which

‘began almost an hour late con-

tinued for only a little over an
hour with the usual sixty min-
utes' spent on questions and

Most of the scheduled
items could not be taken up
yesterday, the Private Mem-
bers' Day, beramse of the ab-
sence thc MPs concern
including Deputy Leader of
House Prof. Badruddoza Chow-

ANSWETS.

dhury and Farida Rahman.

Befdre adjournment till 6
pm Sunday, the House could

dispose of only a resolution
moved by a Treasury Betwh

MP. .

The opposition mcmbcr;

have been boycotting the Sang-
sad since last Mafch.

—

Phone

"DRESS AS YOU LIKE" COMPETITION

In observance of Tourism Month an
attractive "Dress you like" competition
will be held at Abahani Playground,
Dhanmondi on 09-12-94 at 10.00 a.m.

Winers will be awarded attractive 1st,' 2nd
and 3rd prizes. Interested participants are
requesed to-contact the undersigned by 5th
December '94 during office hours for
registration and further information.

(Syed Arshad Hossain Chowdhury)
Manager
Estate Affairs Division
. 817855-9/315
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