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French air buses

By Staff Correspandent

Banan Bangladesh Airlines
has approved the offer made by
Airbus Industry of France.the
manufacturers for the supply of
two mid-haul Airbus 310-300
aircraft.

The Biman board. in a
meeting with State Minister
for Civil Aviatien and Teurism
Abdul Mannan in the chair late
Tuesday. okayed the 155-mil-
lion dollar offer of Airbus
Industry for supplying two air-
buses by mid- 1 996

The price may rise during
the final agreement because
the supplier would also pro
vide training and technical
support far a certain pertod to
familiarise Bangladeshi pilots
with the new plane,

The board approval has
hbeen sent to the council com-
mittee headed by the [inance
minister for final approval.

Three other unsuccessful
firms participating in the ten-
der were Atlas Airlines.
Aerolease Group ol Companies
and Eagle Aeropace Consul-

tants.

The offer of Atlas Airlines
was found technically fit
alongwith that of the Airbus
Industry but the price was
much higher

One of the two bidders re-
jected during technical evalua-
tion has since gone to court al-
leging anomalous clauses in
the tender documents. The
case is pending before the
Additional Sub-judge. Dhaka

Meanwhile. the national
carrier. which now has a fleet
ol nine planes. floated another
tender seeking bids for wet
lease of two airbuses tu cover,
its busy schedule until 1996
when the new aircraft would
be supplied by the Airbus

Industry.

Biman is now running a risk
of major dislocation In its
schedule because of shortage
of a aircraft.

The Biman management
wants the leased aircraft by the
end of January next.

Opposition explains

From Page 1 Col 3
tween Commonwealth Secre-
tary General Chief Emeka
Anvaoku and Leader of the Op-
position Sheikh Hasina, Samad
Azad said that the Opposition
had consistently underlined
the necessity of a ‘neutral ca-
retaker government' for fair
nolls

Commonwealth emissary
it Ninian was not supposed to
put forward or claim to have
put forward any proposal, Sa-
mad Azad said. adding Sheikh
Hasina had made it a point
with the Commonwealth chief
during their pre-dialogue cor-
respondence,

Quoting what he said part of
Hasina's letter to Emeka, he
said, the Leader of the Oppo-
sition had clearly informed the
{ ommonwealth chief that she
did not ‘expect the envoy to
get involved in the dialogue
iselt

Samad Azad distributed
among the newsmen a copy of
the opposition formula of a
non-partisan caretaker gov-
ernment.

The formula was handed
over to Sir Ninian on Novem-
ber 17

Following is the text of the
pposition proposal:

A The Leaders shall agree
that

|  Sevenly-five days before
the general election. the in-
cuumbent Prime Minister shall:

la] Resign from office to-
gether with the entire cabinet.

(b} Following the resigna-
non of the cabinet, the Presi-
rlent will appoint, on the basis
o oint recommendation of the
wuigoing Prime Minister and
'he Leader of the Opposition, a
new Prime Minister who will
not belong to any political
party. He may be a Judge of the
Appellate Division of the'
Supreme Court or a retired
Judge of the Supreme Court or
a distinguished person who
has earned the respect of the
nation by virtue of his service
1o the country.

c] The new Prime Minister

Serb forces

From Page 1 Col 4
northwést Bosnia.

In the first airstrike, about
20 NATO attack and support
planes from the united States,
HBritain, France and the Ne-
therlands struck atleast two
Serbs sites in northwest Bos-
nia and in a Serb-held section
of bordering Croatia.

A NATO source, speaking
on condition of anonymity in
Brussels, Belgium, said the

later air attack appeared to be

a second strike near one of the
mﬁ‘!ﬂt sites in northwest

will be the head of the neutral,

non-party caretaker cabinet
consisting of 11 members. of
whom five will be nominated
by the outgoing Prime Minister
and the other five by the
Leader of the Opposition. Deci-
sions of the cabinet shall be
made by a majority.

2. The caretaker govern-
ment's maini duty, in addition
to discharging the routine du-
ties of the government, will be
to assist the Election Commis-
sion in holding a free and fair
general election.

3. The caretaker Prime
Minister and ministers in the
cabinet must not be members
of any political party and they
shall not seek election to Par-
liament.

4. The caretaker Prime
Minister and his cabinet shall
continue in office until the
outcome of the general elec-
tien is known officially and
shall thereupon resign. Who-
evwer may thereafter he ap-
pointed the Prime Minister by
the President pursuant to the
Section 56(3) of the Constitu-
tion shall then proceed to des-
ignate cabinet members. min-
isters of state and deputy min-
isters.

Part B of the Revised Pro-
posal: The proposal remains
unchanged except that the
National Consultative .Commit-
tee of 10 members may inviie
eminent persons who are not
members of parliament to as-
sist the committee as advisers.
Such advisers may take full
part in the deliberations but
without the right to vote. Their
number shall be determined by
the Committee.

Amendment to the Consti-
tution: Following agreement on
the above proposals,. the ruling
party and the Opposition will
appoint a committee to draft
an appropriaté amendment to
the Constitution to give effect
to the changes agreed upon by
the two sides. The passage of
the amendment will be
deemed to be the final gtep of
the negotiating process of the

dialogue initiated by the Secre-

tary-General of the Common-
wealth.

Rooms ransacked
By DU Correspondent

Some unidentified youths *

ransacked the rooms of the
teachers of the Institute of So-
cial Welfare and Research of
Dhaka Unweraity yesterday
afternoon.

According to sources, a
group of honours final year
students of the institute, dam-
aged the rooms after hearing
that one of their classmates,
who expected first class, had
failed to obtain that position.

Enhance spirit : Khaleda
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Maldives share common aspi-
ration for development and
progress. We need to trans-
form our existing ties of
friendship into one of active
cooperation,” Begum Zia said.

The Prime Minister also
underlined the need for diver-
sifying bilateral trade and in-
creasing economic ‘coopera-
tion. :

In this regard. she sug-
gested the upgradation of the
joint committee to the minis-
terial level. .

The Prime Minister said
there existed ample scope to
further widen the existing bi-
lateral cooperation between
the two countries in various
fields including agriculture,
industry, fishing., banking. in-
surance, human resources de-
velopment and tourism.

Referring te the increasing
number of Bangladeshis work-
ing in the Maldives Begum Zia
said Bangladesh had skilled
and semi-skilled manpower
with experience of working in
other counfries.

"We are ready to make avail-
able their expertise for the
mutual - benefit of our two
countries,” she offered.

On the Farakka problem,
Begum Zia said, unilateral di-
version of water of the Ganges

" ciated

at Farakka was having disas-
trous effects in Bangladesh.

"Bilaterally, we are trying te
reach an agreement with India
for a fair and equitable sharing
of the Ganges water,” she said.

At the same timme, Begum
Zia said, Bangladesh also
counts on the support, solidar-
ity and understanding of its
friends like the Maldives on
this vital issue.

The Prime Minister appre-
the leadership of
President Gayoom for achiev-
ing remarkable socio-eco-
nomic progress by the Mal-
dives

Earlier, Begum Zia was ac-
corded a hearty red-carpet
welcome when she arrived
here this afternoon on a two-
day official visit.

President of the Maldives
Maumoon Abdul Gayocom and

Madame Gayoorn were at the
Male International Airport to

greet her.

A tiny tot presented bou-
quet to the Bangladesh Prime
Minister.

President Gayoom then
took Begum Zia to the saluting
dias and the national anthems
of Bangladesh and the Maldives
were played. Begum Zia took
salute from a smartly turned-
out contingent and inspected

the guard.

A am of surgeons performing a coronary bypass operation at the newly opened unit of the
NICVD at the Suhrawardy Hospital in the city yesterday.

| Coronary bypass surgery can
now be performed in Dhaka at
a cost of Taka 50 thousand
since Lhe Natiomal Institute of
Cardio-vascular Diseases
(NICVD) housed at the Suhra-
wardy Hospital has opened a
unit equipped with modern
instruments.

Director of the NICVD Dr
Akhtaruzzaman. addressing a
press conlference vesterday,
said the new unit, first of its
kind in the country, was set up
at a cost of Tk four crore. More
instruments worth several
crores of taka would be pro-
cured Yor the unit. he added.

A four-member US medical

team. led by an expatriate
Bangladeshi doctor — Alim
Khandaker — is conducting a

training programme for local
cardiologists for running the
new unit.

The team, which came to
Dhaka on a month-long visit to

The '? stnwed bu1ld1ng whlch
tilted at Ta]mahal Road in

the city. The picture was
taken yesterday. — Star photo

Hasina
From Pag(_-. | Col 4

lence.”

Hasina said that the BNP
had offéred sharing of power
during the election period.
"We don't believe in power-
sharing but in guaranteeing
people's franchise.”

The AL chief said her party
wanted polls under a non-party
government because no fair
elections were possible with
the BNP in power,

She also termed the pre-
sent government a corrupt, in-
efficient and terrorist one and
alleged that during its rule
murders, hijackings and nepo-
tism have posed a serious
threat to the nation,

The opposition leader
blamed the government for
fatling' to develop vital sectors
like agriculture and education.
"If voted to power, we shall
eradicate illiteracy in 10 years
and take all steps to develop
agriculture,” she added.

Chaired by Principal of the
college Khiddir Rahman Mol-
lah, the function was also ad-
dressed by, among others, lo-
cal MP Kazi Abdur Rashid, and

Mohammad Abdullah.

Youngman killed
From Page 1 Col 6
College.

The feuding sides fired at
each other and exploded
crackers creating panic in the
area.

Police said the half-an hoar
long violence stopped when
the men in uniform they went
to the scene and brought the
situation under control. Police
also picked up one person
from the area.

Sumon was hit while re-
lurning home from the
Mohakhali Model High School.
{ Gulshan police said de-

| ceased Hamid was wanted in
three eriminal cases.

district AL general secretary

— Star photo

Coronary bypass surgery
unit opens in city

By Staff Correspondent

the country, has performed 11
coronary operations since
Friday last with the help of the
local doctors. They are ex-
pected to conduct 30 meore
operations during their stay in
Dhaka.

An estimated two million
people are suffering from heart
ailments in the country. A good
number ol them have to go
abroad for treatment and oper-
ations at a huge cost in foreign
exchange.

The Director of the NICVD
sald the cost of coronary by-
pass surgery in India is
approximately Tk 1 lakh and
30 thousand and Tk 2 to 3
lakh in other countries.

Before the setting up of the

new unit. some 35 coronary
bypass graft operations were
performed at the NICVD in
the last two years under the
guidance of visiting foreign
doctors, Dr Alim Khandaker
said.

The other members of the
US medical team, who were
also present at the press con-
ference, are Jonathon Ispm
and two other Bangladeshi ex-
patriates — Dr Md Zaman and
Dr Sabrina Ibrahim.

The press conference held
at the conference room of the
NICVD was also attended by
Prof Ishtiaq Khan., Prof SR
Khan, Prof Sirajul Huq and Dr
Hasina Banu.

ADB expresses concern

From Page 1 Col 3

On the positive side, the
ADB delegation leader said,
Bangladesh has made progress
in at least three areas. "The
country has achieved macro-
economic stability and near
self-sufficiency in food grains
— a feat which would have
been considered unattainable
even a decade back.”

He also identified ‘enco-
uraging improvements in so-
me social 'indicators including
decline in the population gro-
wth rate, substantial increase
in access to safe drinking wa-

“ter and the 'rapidly’ increasing

level of primary school enrol-
ment and access to health
services.

Terming these significant
achievements he, however,
said much more remains to be
done. "Poverty remains acute.

| While the incidence of poverty

is declining, there is scant
comfort in -the fact that about

. half the population is still

poor, of which one-half are
very poor. Poverty reduction is
by far the most critical devel-
opment challenge.”

To meet this challenge, he
said, the ADB emphasises ac-
celerated economic growth to
generate employment and in-
crease per capita income;
well-focused poverty reduction
projects; a sound business en-
vironment for the private sec-
tor and enhancing the gov-
ernment’'s capacity to imple-
ment development projects
more effectively and efficiently.

Horayangura underlined
that reforms would be needed
in virtually every sector to
achieve the above objectives.
"In today's tightening aid cli-
mate, Bangladesh has to com-
pete with other countries in
the region for concessional
funds,” he said. "Good perfor-
mance is the key — only high
quality projects should be un-
dertaken. Projects will suc-
ceed only if their policy envi-
ronment is sound and execut-
ing agencies are capable.”

Responding to a question

EU envoys

From Page 1 Col 8

the situation and also ex-
changed views about the polit-
ical situation. He, however,
added "no concrete consensus
was arrived at.”

Meanwhile, a scheduled
'political lunch' meeting of the
donor countries, which was
due to be held yesterday after-
noon, was postponed. A new
date was not fixed till yester-
day evening.

The regular monthly meet-
ing of the European Union
countries is due to be held
shortly where the political sit-
uation is expected to top the
agenda. Salman Rahman,
chief of FBCCI is being invited
lo attend the meeling as spe-
cial guest, a EU diplomat said.

Jon J Seott, Canadian High
Commissioner in Bangladesh,
giving his impression of the
Commonwealth envoy's mis-
sion. said "We see value in the

. proposal of Sir Ninian. It con-

tains all the elements for a
constitutional solution. The
Opposition is quite aware of
our views. | think Sir Ninian
has been misunderstood by the
parties concerned. We support

| his position."

he said Bangladesh's overall aid
utilisation rate is average but
the project implementation
perforniance needs "much
more improvement.”

Asked il any credit pro-
gramme was withdrawn re-
cently, Geert Van Der Linden,
the ADB resident ta-
tive, noted that the 62.7 mil-
lion dollar second tranche of
the second industrial sector
adjustment credit was can-
celled earlier this year, be-
cause of the slow progress in
industrial sector reforms.

The projected lending sec-
tor during the next four years
would include the agriculture,
energy, social infrastructure,
transport, finance and industry
sectors.

A total of eight lending pro-
grammes have been identified
in the agriculture sector to-
talling 340 million dollars.

In the energy sector, three
projects would be funded for
250 million dollars in the
power sector while another 75
million dollar project would be
financed in the gas sector.

Asked if the bank was satis-
fied with the recent govern-
ment moves to bring about re-
forms in the power sector, Ho-
rayangura only said that the
government was "moving in
the right direction."

Another 105 million dollar
funding has been identified for
three projects in the finance
and indusiry sector. In the so-
cial infrastructure sector,
three projects for water supply
and urban development would
be funded for 155 million dol-
lars while three projects in the
education sector would be
funded for 140 million dollars
and a health sector project
would be financed for 40 mil-
lion dollars.

Another 195 million dollars
would be available for financing
three projects in the trans-
portation sector.

The bank is also planning tu
provide three private sector
loans in the garment and con-
struction sectors over the next
four years.

The press conference was
also attended by Rajat M Nag,
senior programme officer and
Carola Molitor, the bank's in-
formation officer.

Legal notice
served on

DCC Mayor
By Staff Correspondent

A former deputy prime
minister, Jamal Uddin Ahmed,
yesterday served a legal notice
on the Mayor of Dhaka City
Corporation and the Chairman
of RAJUK for allowing business
centres in the Gulshan resi-
dential area violating the lease
agreements, according to a
press release,

Under the lease agreements
executed between the RAJUK
and the plot owners of the
area, the use of residential
plots is prohibited for nen-
residential purposes or for the
purpose of trade and business.

But, according to the press
release issued by the foermer
minister, the Dhaka City Cor-
poration has been indiscrimi-
nalely Issuing trade licences
for use of residential houses
defying the provisions of the
lease agreements.

Malaysian team
In city to
recruit nurses

Star Report
A high-level official team
from Kuala Lumpur is now in
the city to interview Bangla-
deshi nurses for recruitment
in government hospitals in

Malavsia

The seven-member team,
headed by Dato Syed Sidi Idid,
Deputy Secretary General of
the Malaysian Health Ministry,
has been interviewing the ap-
plicants since thefr arrival last
Monday.

The team. during its week-
long stay here. will interview
193 nurses shortlisted from
about 500 applicants.

"All 193 will be recruited

on contract, initially for three
vears. if found eligible®. said

Dato Syed adding. "Job oppor-
tunities for more Bangladeshi
nurses exist in Malaysia as 580
posts are now lying vacant in
government hospitals alone.”

"Private clinic owners in
Malaysia are also keen to re-
cruit nurses from Bangladesh
as they are running short of
such manpower”, he men-
tioned.

The private sector employ-
ers are expected here soon -to
recruit nurses for the clinics
in different states in Malaysia.

Recruitment of Bangladeshi
doctors for Malaysia is also un-
der process. Applications of
about 1000 doctors have been
forwarded by the Malaysian
High Commission in Dhaka to
the authorities in Kuala Lum-
pur for scrutiny.

A team from the Malaysian
Public Service Commission
along with representatives
from the Ministry of Health,
will visit Dhaka early next year
v interview and recruit the
doctors.

IDiplomat sleeps

among homeless

WARSAW, Nov 23: Zaire's
top diplomat in Poland has
been sleeping in a railway sta-
tion among the homeless and
refugees since being evicted
from his apartment., reports
AP.

By day Charge d'Affaires
Emany mata Likambe works at
the embassy, the Polish gov-
ernment said today. And he
still attends diplomatic parties
and other functions.

But at night he returns to a
Warsaw railway station where
he's found a home among
Romanian refugees and the
city's homeless, said Foreign
Ministry spokesman Wladyslaw
Klaczynski, confirming a re-
port by the Rzeczpospolita

Klaczynski said Likambe
was forced to move out of his
apartment after repeatedly fail-
ing to pay the rent.

Several telephone calls to
Zaire's embassy went unan-
swered today.

The diplomat's problemus
started last year, when the
government of Zaire stopped
sending money for its embassy
in Warsaw.

Klaczynski said Poland re-
peatedly sent diplomatic notes

t~ Zaire about Likambe. He satd-

Zaire has recently sent word
that Likambe will be replaced.

Cracker blasts at

construction site
By Staff Correspondent
A group of mastans (mus-
clemen) explodéd crackers at
the construction site of a
community centre in Shahid
Nagar under Lalbagh thana in
the city yesterday allegedly to
force the contractor con-
cerned pay tolls, witnesses

At least five crackers were
exploded around 2 pm, they
sald. None was, however, hurt.

The work at site was sus-
pended 11 days ago following
threats by the mastans.

The community centre is a

project of Dhaka City Corpora-
tion financed by the World
M*l t .

LDF resents
diplomats' role
in nat'l politics
By Staff Correspondent
The Left Democratic Front

(LDF) yesterday condemmned

the activities of some diplo-
matic missions in Dhaka as

'incompatible with their nor-

mal functions’.

The central steering com-
mittee of the LDF, an alliance
of eight Left-leaning parties, at
a meeting urged the diplomats
concerned to.refrain from ac-
tivities which tantamount to
interference in the domestic

politics of Bangladesh.

Chaired by Khalequzzaman,
the meeting blamed the gov-
ernment and the Awami Lea-
gue-led Opposition for "rein-
volving the diplomatic mi-
ssions in the national politics
despite bitter experiences
from. Sir Ninian Siephen's
mission to resolve (le current

political impasse
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COLOMBO. Nov 213: The Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) has sent a hit squad to attack Sri Lanka's Kat

International Airport. about 40 kilometres north of Colombe.,
according o defence sources here today. The attack planned
o be launched before November 30 to mark the birth day of
LTTE's top leader V Prabhakaran on Friday and the Tiger
Heroes Week which lollows thereafier reports Xinhua

GCC ready to normalise
ties with Iraq

MANAMA, Nov 23: The Gulf Cooperation Council states are

,ready to normalise relations with Irag once it o

with

all UN Security Council Demands. Saudi Arabia's Foreign

Minister said today.

Mrdifﬂmwmd&emuﬂﬁuﬁmHumm
in power. Prince Saud al-Faisal told reporters at the end of a
two-day council foreign ministers meeting that Saddam's
pesition was an ‘internal affair' of the Iragl nation, reports AP,

Gunman kills 3
in Washington
police HQ

WASHINGTON, Nov 23: A
man carrying a semiautomatic
assault weapon walked into the
District of Columbia police
headquarters, starting a shoot-
ing spree that killed two FBI
agents and a city a detective.
The gunman also was shot to

death, reports AP

Police and the FBI had only
a scant explanation for what
happened in the middle of
Tuesday afternagen in the
crowded poliee headquarters.

SSC private
candidate
order revised

Education Minister Jamir-
uddin Sircar yesterday told the
Jatiya Sangsad that under the
revised executive order and in
the greater interest of the
standard of education, a stu-
dent having registration num-
ber of education board and
who had read in class nine for
some time has been made
eligible for appearing at the
Secondary School Certificate
examinations (S5C) as a private
candidate, reports BSS.

He said the revised circular
was given when it came to the
notice of the Education Min-
istry that availing shorteam-
ings of an earlier circular, stu-
dents even reading in class six
were filling up SSC examina-
tion forms as private candi-
dales.

Making a statement on a
call attention notice by BNP
member Moulana Ataur Rah-
man Khan, the Minister said
that students who had taken
registration last year, but ei-
ther could not appear in exam-
inations or pass, could now sit
as private candidates in the
next 55C examinations after
duly filling up necessary forms.

JCD activist

From Page 1 Col 4
cals and non-locals.

Dipu and his friend Golam
Sarwar Babu were injured on
November 15 when some
'local’ JCD activists attacked
them near the Public Adminis-
tration Training Centre (PATC)
at Savar, Both were admitted
to the DMCH. Babu was later
released.

Dipu's body was brought to
their Mirpur residence in the
city from the DMCH around
noon.

. Viece Chanecellor of the JU
Prof Amirul Islam Chowdhury
and a number of teachers and
students went to their resi-

dence to condole his death.

Namaj-e-janaza of the JCD
activist was held after Asr
prayers at Monipur mosque
and he was buried at Mirpur
gra . '
Meanwhile, no classes were

held at the JU yesterday io

mourn his death. Tension
mounted on the campus fol-
lowing his death.

A huge contingent of police
has been deployed on the
campus to avert any untoward
incident.

Two, Indians
granted bail
By Court Correspondent

Two Indians — teenager
Meena Mallik and her. uncle
Ashlaq Hossain — arrested at
the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban last
Thursday. were granted bafl
vesterday.

The Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate (CMM). Dhaka
granted the ball and ordered
them not to leave the country
until disposal of the case.

Security personnel arrested
Merna and Ashfaq after the
girl was found c a six-
inch knife in her bag while en-
tering the Sangsad Bhaban
Thursday evening.

The two Indians who came
to Dhaka last month and were
staying with their relatives at
Mohammadpur in the city.

Power station

From Page 1 Col 7
seeking btlateral foreign aid
and loans. He noted that the
country is already burdened
with 14 billion dollars in loans
and the annual debt
totals Tk 2,500 crore from a
revenue e of around Tk
10,000 crore.

The meeting also decided
to set up a 40-acre “Benarasi
Estate” at Mirpur at a cost of
Tk 20 crore.

A 100-bed hospital at Mir-
pur at a cost of Tk 13.2 crore
was also

The ECNEC )vcltu'd.ny gave
the go-ahead to raising the ca-
pacity of the Jessore Hospital
from 100 beds to 250 beds at a
cost of Tk 12 crore.

The t will bear
all expenses for these two
hospitals, to be funded by the
Health Ministry from its own
resources,

The 60mw power plant, to
be set up near the Shamb-
huganj bridge, would also have
the provision to be gradually
upgraded into a 180mw com-
bined-cycle unit in phases,
Energy Ministry sources sdid.

The Rural Power Company
(RPC} would be incorporated
as a public limited company
and the 30 per cent equity
would be held under a 51-49
split by REB and the five par-
ticipating PBSs. Provisions
would also be kept to float
shares of the company ﬂlrough
the stock market, which wo-
uld come from the REB's share
of the equity, the sources ad-
ded.

Describing the move to
form the RPC as “historical
with far-reaching implica-
tions”, an authoritative source
at the Energy Ministry earlier
said: “this project fits in per-
fectly with the government
policy to reform the power
sector and to encourage pri-
vate sector participation in the
field.”

The proposal to float the
company is now expected to
be sent to the Prime Minister's
Office for approval soon.

An ADB appraisal mission
for the project is expected to
arrive in the capital soon while
the loan negotiations are likely
to be compleiled by January
with the physical work of the
power plant beginning in
February, the sources said.
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