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eNEWS BRIEFS
Hasina condoles
Eunus’ death

Leader of the Opposition
Sheikh Hasina expressed deep
shock at the death of State
Minister for Education Princi-
pal Mohammad Eunus Khan. 7l
am deeply shocked at the sud
den demise of Principal Mo
hammad Eunus Khan.” said
the Awami League President in
A message ol condolence yes
terday. She prayed lor peace ol
the departed soul and ex
pressed deep sympathy to the
bereaved family members, re
ports UNB.

division formed
The government! has for
med a new “banking division

under the Finance Ministry. an

official handout said last night
This order will be effective
soon. reports BSS

Three Sharbahara
Party men held

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Nov 23 Police ag
rested three members of the
outlawed Sharbahara Party
Quamrull! in a pre-dawn
swoop on a house at Mehendi
ganj village of Mehendigan)
thana today. The arrested were
identified as Magbul Hossai
Sikdar 38 Mohammmard Nizam
Elcpari 35. and Shahid Bepar

"1 held for making | Saudi crackdown on illegal aliens, thousands held

forged passports

Police arrested a man and
seized insiruments
forged passports from Demra
area of the city Tuesday nigh!
Acting on a tip. a sgquad of
Special Branch (SBI nabbe
Tara Mia alias Lutfar Rahma
and recovered 23 lorged pass
poris along with the iasiru
ments  inchuding seals for |
dian visa. fromn his Iuruhr 1
West f.i'l'".ur:rhu-i T MTTLT
thana reports |/NB
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Safety of Bangladeshi troops at stake

Serb forces within 500
metres of city centre

BONN. Nov 23: The Mayor
of Bihac said by satellite tele-
phone today, that Serb forces
were inside the besieged town
and only 500 metres from the
cenire, reports Reuter.

Hamdiya Kabiljagic told
journalists that Serb troops
had seized control of several

districts in Bihac town.

A Zagreb report says, Serb
and Muslim forces are fighting
a fierce battle inside the
perimeter nf the Bihac town
'safe ‘area,' a United Nations
spokesman said.

"There is extremely heavy
fighting going on south of the

"point

town on a hill feature called
Debeljaca, which is the last
of defence for the
(Bosnian army) 5th corps be-
fore the town. It is going on
inside the safe area,”-Alexan-

" der Ivanko told Reuters.

Ivanko said the UN was very
concerned for the security of
its 1,200-man Bangladeshi
peacekeeping battalion in the
Bihac pocket as well as 15 UN
civilians who had been brought
under the protection of the
peacekeepers in Bihac town.’

UN officials feared today
that Serb troops might overrun
the Bihac pocket in north-

weslern DBosnia., creating a
‘nightmare scenario’ of thou-

sands of refugees crammed |

into a tiny ‘area without food,
water or shelter.

"The Bihac 'safe area' is
fairly small, but the population
of the entire pocket is fairly
large — about 180,000 people',
said Kris Janowski, a spokes-
man for the UN High Commi-
ssioner for Refugees (UNHCR).

NATO warplanes today
bombed Serbs positions in two
ailr raids, striking at Serb sur-
lace-to-air missile sites that
had fired on British jets over

See Page 12 Col 1

Opposition explains its
rej jection of BNP plan

By Staff Gurrespﬂndent

Deputy leader of the Dppﬂ—

sition in Parliament Abdus Sa-

mad Azad yesterday explained
why the Opposition had rejec-
ted the ruling party proposal
for holding general elections
under a multi-party interim
government.

Addressing a crowded press
conference. he said.that the
ruling party proposal handed
over to Sheikh Hasina through
Sir Ninian Stephen.'if imple-
mented, would create further
problems in holding free and
fair national polls. Members of

interim cabinet loyal to rival

political camps would eventu-
ally make the proposed in:
terim government almost in-
operative. ‘An ineffective cabi-
net could contribute little to
the holding of general elec-
tions in a free and fair atmo-
sphere,” Samad Azad said. Be-
sides, the sole objective of the
Opposition struggle for the
helding of elections under a

non-partisan caretaker admin-
istration was to ensure the
people’s right to exercise their
franchise freely — not securing
Opposition share in the In-
terim cabinet, he said.

The Opposition was con-
vinced that an interim admin-
istration headed by the BNP
chief Begum Khaleda Zia could
not ensure fair elections, the
Deputy Leader of the opposi-
tion said. "Therefore, we were
left with no option but to re-.
ject the ruling party pmpﬂsal
for a bipartisan cabinet.”

Explaining the reasons be-
hind the failure of the Com-

monwealth-brokered talks, the

opposition leader said. 'The
government has failed to ad-
dress sincerely the central is-
sue of the dialogue — a non-
partisan administration for
holding elections.’

Referring to the pr:-di.a
logue correspondences f be-

See Page 12 Col 1

Hasina asks BNP
to test popularity
in polls under
caretaker govt

From Our Correspondent

GOPALGANJ, Nov 23: Awa-
mi League chief Sheikh Hasina
today called upon the BNF go-
vernment to 'test its popu-
larity’ by contesting elections
under a nen-party caretaker
administration.

She was speaking as chief
guest at the installation cere-
mony of the newly-elected of-
fice bearers of Sheikh Lutfor
Rahman Government College
Students’ Union here on her
arrival from Dhaka this noon.

Referring to the failed Gov-
ernmernt-Opposition talks for
ensuring free and fair elec-
tions, the Leader of the Oppo-

sition in Parliament said Prime

Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
was "ready to compromise on

everything but her chair. She

needs: the chair of the heed G »

the government to rig polls
and win it by unieashing vio-
See Fave 12 Col 3
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SAARC Chalrpersnn and Bangladesh Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia being received by
President of Maldives Maumoon Abdul Gayoom at the Male International Airport on her
arrival on a two-day visit yesterday.

PM at banquet in Maldives

Enhance spirit of amity

— PID photo

among South Asians

KURUMBA (the Maldives),
Nov 23: Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia today underscored
the need for enhancing the
spirit of amity among the
South Asian countries to direct
the nations’ resources and en-

ergies for the well-being of the

people of this region, reports
B3S.

"We sincerely believe that
peace, progress and develop-
ment can be achieved only
through mutual understanding,
trust and cooperation,” Begum
Zia said at the state banquet
given in her honour by the
Maldives President Maumoon
Abdul Gayoom and Madame
Nasreena Gayoom at the
wrombd Ceufvenitionn Centre
here tonight.

Begum Zia, the current
chairperson of SAARC. said

that the seven-nation regional
forum had provided the South
Asian countries with an ideal
framework. for achieving the
goal of socio-economic eman-
cipation of the people of this
region.

The SAARC Chairperson
said the South Asian countries
must strive collectively to
achieve the goals of poverty al-
leviation and liberalisation of
trade in the region as envis-
aged in the Seventh SAARC
Summit.

Side by side with its efforts
to attain the goals of poverty
alleviation and trade liberalisa-
tion in the South Asian region,
the Prime Minister said, the

SAARC was trying to ferge new

links with other international
and regional bodies.
She said that the time be-

tween now and the next
SAARC summit should be de-
voted to the consolidation of
what has already been achieved
and to prepare the ground for
new initiatives before the next
surmimit.

Lauding the contribution of
the Maldives in the promotion
of the SAARC Bepgum Zia said
the commitment of Fresident
Gayoom to the principles of
the SAARC had helped make
this regional forum an effective
one.

Bound by common religious.
traditional and cultural ties,
the Prime 'Minister said,
Bangladesh and the Maldives
were working togethes to

. create a brave new world free

from deprivation and hunger.
"Bangladesh and the

See Page 12 Col 7
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ADB concerned at slow
pace of reforms

By Staff Correspondent

The visiting country pro-
gramwming mission of the Aslan
Development Bank (ADB) yes-
lerday expressed concern at
the slow pace of financtal sec
tor reforms and the govern
mernil s privatisation drive

The pace of reforms must
corilinue there can be no
Lurning back.” emphasised the
leader of the delegation Bha
nuphol Horayangura progra
ger ol the Manila
hased bank

He was addressing a press
conference at the ADB resi
dent mission office in the city

He said the economic re
forms in Bangladesh have pro
ceeded at a [air pace in recent
But he ndded, in some
agriculture. pro

vears
sectors like

RIYADH, Nov 23 Saud po
lice have detained thousands of -
tesrelgr workers in a major
crackdown on illegal aliens i
a drive to rurh a growing
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gress has been generally satis-
factory and in others it has
been rather slow, such as pri
vatisation of public enterprises
and the financial sector

Horayangura also announced
that the mission and the gov
érnment have identified a pro-
gramune of loan totalling 1.3
billion US dollars for 25 pre-
jects over the 1995-98 periofl
In addition about eight million
dotlars would also be provided
annually in technical assistance
grants

During its stay here since
November 14, the mission
held extensive discussions wi-
th the government. the private
sector and the non-gov
Ermnmernt H]"ﬂﬂlll'&-ﬂllﬂ”-"ﬁ

Sco Page 12 Col 4

e lahour
said

The Intertor
nounced earlier
that foreigners withou!

residence

hire cheap
Ministry an
this month
legal
permits, or ga

mas " could leave the kingdom
oluntarily without being
oenalised But no deadline was
annournced

Hundreds of illegal work
ers. mostly from the Indian
Subcontinent Sr Lanka. Arab
and African ecouniries. have

— Star photo

JCD activist of
JU succumbs
to 1njuries
By JU {anrpﬂmndént

A Jativatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD) aetivist of Jahangirnagar
University [JU) died yesterday
at the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH)} eight days
after he was injured by rtvals
within the organisation

Shaokat Kabir Dipu. a sec
ond year student of English
department. succumbed to his
injurtes at the intgnsive care
unit of the DMCH in the momrmn
ing.

Sources concerned said
that Dipu was attacked and in
jured by some local JCD ac
tivisis because of the long ri
valry between twn factions of
the 411 JCD The JCD unit is
divided into two factions o

See Page |2 Col 7

taken advantage of (he amnesty
and are leaving said the
diplomats, who cannot be
named under embassy rules
Travel industry sources in
Hddah said scores are leaving

irom that Red Sea port on
Saudi Arabia's western sea
A

But diplomats sakd that in
the capital. Riyadh, police are

arresting hundreds every day
despite the grace period
Newspapers reported long

Youngman shot
dead in

armed clash

By Staff Correspondent

A youngman was shot dead
and a schoolboy wounded in an
armed clash in the city's Mo-
hakhali area yesterday after-
noon,

Abdul Hamid, 28, hit by a
bullet
on the spot while Sumon, 12. a
Class Four student. was admit-
ted to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH) with
a bullet wound in his left hand.

Witnesses said, rival groups
of local bullies clashed. ex-
changing gunfire around 1:30
in the afternoon.

They said, the bullies fought
basically over extortion from
the local shopping centres and
garmenis factories as well as
over the students' politics at
the local Titumir Government

See Page 12 Col 3

in the abdomen, died’

First power station in
private sector okayed

Star Report

The Executive Committee
of the National Economic Co-
uncil (ECNEC) yesterday ap-
proved the setting up of a 60
megawaltt open cycle gas tur-
bine power station in My-
mensingh under the soon-to-
be-floated Rural Power Com-
party.

The decision on the Tk 280
crore project was taken in the
ECNEC meeting with Finance
Minister M Saifur Rahman in
the chair.

The project cost would be
financed under a 70:30 debt
to equitly ratio with Asian De-
velopment Bank funding, while
the equity would be jointly fi-
nanced by the Rural Electrifi-
cation Board (REB) and [ive
Palli Bidyut Samitys (PBSs),
independent rural power dis-

Bank money looted in city

By Staff Correspondent

Tk 18 lakh was looted from
near the Farmgate branch of
the Pubali Bank yesterday af-
ternoon

The gangsters hewed two
staff of the bank and looted the
cash and a two barrel gun on
the busy street at Farmgate
near the Saudia Super Market
‘aronind 3:30 in the aftermoon

Cashier Waliullah and secu
rity guard Abu Taher of the
hank were carrying the cash in
a steel trunk to the bank
branch office from the Film
Development Corporation
(FIXC)

Witnesses said some eight
gangsters who were probably
following the bank staff from

the FDC swooped on them as
soon as they arrived at the
branch

The bandits exploded

crackers and hacked the two

queues at the Indian consulate
in .Jiddah. which is issuing
emergency documents lor
those who have volunteered (0
go home There are an esii
mated one milllon Indians in
the kingdom

In Rivadh. the Indian em
bassy s issuing more than 450
documents a week, a four fold
increase over the last l[ew
wreks, Second Secretary R ' M
Sharma sakd

The ol rich Gull states have

men with machetes while
snatching the money. The
robbers immediately after the
operation fled the scene by a
microbus which was later re-
covered by police f(rom
Mohammadpur.

The wounded bank employ-
ees were admitted te the
Dhaka Medical College Hos-
pital (DMCH). The condition of
Waliullah was stated to be
critical

A senior official of the
Pubali Bank Limited told The
Daily Star last night their staff
were carrying the day's
turnover of the FDC as it has
been maintaining accounts
with the Pubali Bank

He said the two employees
were carrving Tk 1883 107
in cash and Tk 1 06 lakh in
cheque

A magnet for foreign
wnrkrrn for vears. eapecially
during the oll boom era of the
19708 and early 1980s

But with the Gull states in-
rreasingly facing economic
constraints because of low ol

prices and the cost of the
1991 Gull War, as well as
rapidly Iincreasing indigenous
populations, most are striving
to curb the number of expatri-
ate workers

tribution cooperatives

The governmenti-backed
move is being seen as an en
couragement [or greater pri-
vate sector participation in
meeting the country's increas-
ing demand for electricity.
This would be the first power
plant to be built outside the
state monopoly. the Power De
velopment Board

The ECNEC also approved a
Tk 191 crore crop diversifica
tion project, with the Canadian
International Development
Agency (CIDA) providing Tk
132 crore as grant and the
government contributing Tk
59 crore for the project.

. At the meeting,. the finance
minister directed all con-
cerned to be very selective in

See Page 12 Col B
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120 killed .
in Nagpur
stanxped_e;

NEW DELHI, Nov 23: At
least 120 people were killed
when a police batoncharge
aimed at breaking up a protest
triggered a stampede in the
Indian city of Nagpur today
the Press Trust of India (PT1)
reported. says AFF

Police armed with batons
and canes charged nearly
30.000 tribal demonstrators
marching to the local legisla-
ture, causing the crowd to flee
in panic.

The incident happened af-
ter some protestors smashed
through police barricades. the
news agency said

At least 120 demonstrators
including 75 women, were
killed in the stampede
which is some 700 kilometers
northeast of Bombay.

EU envoys' special
meet on political
situation
By Staff Correspondent

Envoys of the
Union (EU) countries held a
special meeting vesterday
afternoon where they report
edly discussed the local politi
cal situation following the fail
ure of Commonwealth envoy
Sir Ninian Stephen's mission

The meeting was held at
the residence of German Am
hassador Dr Jurgen Gehl
whose country is the current
president of the European
Union. It was attended by all
the EUU ambassadors or thenr
representatives in Dhaka. ai
cording to diplomatic sources

British High Commissioner
Peter J Fowler informed the
diplomats about his discus
sions with Sheikh Hasina on
Tuesday. US Ambassador Dawvid
Merill was also presen?
Fowler, however, could not be
comtacted o confirm this

Another dipiomat who at
tenided the meeting said that
the envovs were apprised of

See Page 12 Col 5

European

2 Bills passed
in JS

Parliament vesterday passed
two bills — the Anti-Terrorism
(Special Provision) Bill 1994
and the Acqguisition and the
Requisition of Immovable
Property (Amendment} Hill
1994, reports UNB

Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury piloted the firsi
Bill making provision for dis
posing of the cases alread,
filed under the Anti-terrorism
Act. The 2-year tenure of the
act expired en November 5
this year

State Minister for Land
Kabir Hossain moved the sec
ond bill for providing compen
sation to ‘bargadars (share
croppers] for standing crops
on the lands acquired by the
government. Kabir said the
interest of poor bargadars was
protected by this act

Both the bills were passed
by voice vole without much
discussion in the House
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