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Diptheria cases soar in Russia:
Diphtheria cases in Russia's Far east have soared to
emergency levels, infecting more than 1,700 people, the
ITAR-Tass news agency reported on Tuesday, AP says from
Viadivostok. .
Doctors are rushing to the hardest-hit areas of the Pri-
morsky region to administer mass vaccinations against the
disease, which has killed 35 people in the past year.

- Serbs free 2 UN J)eacekeepem.
Czech UN peacekeepers held by rebel Serb troops following a

NATO air strike in Croatia on Monday have been released
unharmed, Czech Defence Minister Vllem Holan said, Reuter
reports from Prague.

Holan told the Nova television station that the two soldiers
had been held for only one hour. The news came from the
commander for UNPROFOR (United National Protection
Force) in the southern sector of Croatia. .

Mystery writer Symons dies: prz.

winning mystery writer Julian Bytﬂo

ns, who said what most
interesied him was the violence of outwardly respectable
people. has died at age 82, AP reports from London.

‘His family announced Tuesday that he died on Saturday. No
cause of death was stated. His 26 mystery novels included
"The Color of Murder” published in 1957 which won the
Crime Writers Association Critics Award and "The Progress of
a Crime"” published in 1960 which won the Mystery Writers of
America Edgar Allan Poe Award.

US to reduce troops from H&ndufas

The United States will reduce its military presence in
Honduras by one half from its current level of about 1,000
troops, a senior US military official said on Monday. AFP
reports from Tegucisalpa.

Admiral William Owens, vice chairman of the US joint
chiels of staff, announced the reduction at the end of a two

day visit that included a megting with President Carlos ,

Roberto Reina.

16 die as buses collide in Brazil:

Two passenger buses collided early Monday in southern
Brazil, killing 16 and injuring 35, AP reports from Rio De
Janeiro. -

The accident took place in Barra do Ribéiro, about 730
miles (1.550 kms) south of Rio. One of the buses was carrying
a delegation from the Rio Grande do Sul Federal University
who had completed a weekend seminar in a city farther
sotith, The other bus was a local passenger bus.

L - - -
Mexico police detains trailer:
Federal police have detained a trailer carrying 18 tonnes of
high-power ammunition, the official news agency Notimex
reported on Monday, AFP says from Mexico City.

Police stopped the Trac Mex Company truck-on Sundaj,r in
sand Lusis Potolsi, 350 kilometres (215 miles) northwest of

Mexico City, as part of an attorney general's office investiga-
tion.

23 Islamic Jihad men freed:

Palestinian police, in a bid to ease tension in Gaza following
unprecedented violence, released 23 Islamic Jihad activists.
- one of the freed prisnners said yesterday, Reuter reports
- from Gaza.
The 23 had been among 120 Islamic Jihad activists
rounded up after a suicide bomber on a bicycle killed three
Israeli army officers in Gaza on November 11.

Yeltsin drafts election bill: rcsigen

Boris Yeltsin is drafting a presidential election bill that he
hopes to dend to parliament within two weeks. an official
said Tuesday, reports AP from Moscow.

Under the bill, those running for president would have to
collect 1.5 million signatures to be registered, Russian Elec-
tion Commission head Nikolai Ryabov told the Interfax news

agency.

- et w -
Relief reaches storm-hit Haiti:
Relief agencies delivered tons of food, medicine and housing
supplies to this old coffee port devastated by Tropical Storm
Gordon, AP reports from Jacmel. Haiti.

Of the estimated 750 Haitians who died. most lived near
this small southwestern coastal city that normally is a 90
minute drive over a low mountain from the capital Port-au-
Prince. Until the past couple of days. Jacmel was cut off by
land because three bridges were washed away by flash floods.

Cuban President Fidel Castro addresses the inauguration of
a world conference of sclidanity with Cuba on Monday in
Havana. Seme 2,500 delegates from 108 countries are
stiending the conferemce to discuss the politico-socio-

economi¢ situation in Cuba. S

‘Russia, Kuwait |
sign 5 accords

Arafat rejects any challenge
to self rule authority in Gaza

AFP phote

to boost ties

KUWJUT % Now 22
ait signed five

Il‘:i!ﬂrdl boosting cooperalion
between their countries. Rus

baan Prime Minister Vikior
Chernomyrdin said here on
Monday. reports AFP

He told a press conderence
that the accords dealt with the
ecenomy. inveslments sciern:
tific research, culture and in
formation.

“The accord on protecting
investments is of major inter
esi for Russian and Kuwaitl
businessmen. he said.

"The econeimic acrord fore
sers Lhe creatibn of a joint
comurnasion to reinforce bilat-
eral trade couperation

HANOH, Nov 22 China and
Vietnam agreed Tuesday 1ot to
escalate their territorial dis-
putes or resort to force. and
assured their nervous neigh
hours that they are willing (o
work for a peaceful settlement,
reporis AP

in the only concrete maove
toward resolving the issue
they announced plans to form
a new expert group o negoti
ate their rival claims 1o the
Spratly Islands in the South
China Sea. which straddie ma
jor shipping lanes and fishing
grounds and are believed to sit
atop rich oll and gas deposits

A joint comomurique (asued
at the =nd of Chinese Pres)
gert hang Zemin's three day
visl! said the two governmerits

SARAJEVO, Nuv 22 : Serb
coalition forces today kept up
altacks on the Bosnian enclave
of Bihac, despite,the NATO air
raid which was meant as a
warning to Croatian Serbs to
stop intervening in the
Bosnian war, UN spokesmen
said here, reports AFP.

The air raid by 36 French.
US, el aaud British  war-

: =
L ] ]

agamst the Serb-held
a.l.'rbnac at Udbina, inside Croa-

- Ua, was meant as a “signal” to

Croatian Serbs, according to
UN force commander in the
former Yugoslavia, General
Bertrand de Lapresle.

NATO officials said the ob-
jective of the raid had not been
to destroy the base and that
only the runwavs hiad been

' Intcmatlonal ol

Serbs continue to attack Blhac
espite NATO air raid

“sixth time North

destroyed.

The strike had been autho-
rised by the UN Security
Council Saturday after the se-
cessionist Croatian Serbs had
launched at least three air
raids against the Bihac pocket,
in nurtl-j,weatem Bosnia, from
the Udbina airbase last week.

Monday's raid marked the
Atlantic

NA fU becretan General Willy Llaua (L) and Ub Sacrehmr nl" i::t;.-.m. “‘dl‘lt‘l] & hrml,uphf.,r leave
after a brief press conference on Monday at the US State Department in Washington, DC. The

two discussed the NATO airstrike against a Serb airbase in Croatia.

— AFP photo

Treaty Organisation aircraft .

had intervened in the Bosnian
conflict since last F

But the scale of the opera-
tion dwarfed previous, largely
symbolic, actions. For the first
time, the Serbs were not given
advance warning. It was also
the first time a target in Croa-

Lia had been hit.
On the ground in Bihac,

fichting has continued, with
Muslim—led government
lorces facing attacks from all
sides launched by a coalition
of Bosniah Serbs, rebel Mus-
liins and Croatian Serbs who —
al the every least — have been
involved cross-border
shelling attacks,

UN forces here have also
accused Croatian Serbs from
the breakaway Krajina region
of supplying the rebel Bosnian

Muslims with tanks and ar-

Lillery. _

And while UN spokesmen
have stressed they have no
proof of ground involvement in
3thac by the Krajina Serbs,

they have also ‘pointl:dl_',r re-
marhcd they could not say who

was driving the tans.

UN Protection Force
spokesman Major Herve
Gourmelon said there had

been a slight decrease in the

level of activity in Bihac en- -

clave Monday afternoon.

But Serb forces, striking
from the south, were now
right up against the UN-de-
clared Bihac town safe area
limit, pushing government
forces back into the town
which has received a number

of shells as a result of the

fighting,

JERUSALEM, Nov 22: PLO

‘Chairman Yasser Arafat has re-

jected any challenge to his self
rule administration’s authority
in Gaza, reports Reuter.
Speaking on Palestinian ra-
dio from Gaza on Monday
night. Arafat sought to deflect
away from the Palestinian au-
thority any responsibility for
the deaths of 14 Arabs killed
on Friday in fighting between
police and Musiim militant
sympaﬂlistrs .

The PLO leader said the vio- .

lence erupted in part as a re-
sult of the slow pace of peace*
efforts with Israel. hesitation
by foreign donofs to make
good on their aid pledges and
incitement by local factions.

Witnesses say police opened
fire on stone-throwing demon-
strators on Friday and Muslim
militants blame the police as
being criminally responsible.
Authority officials say
unidentified outside institutors
fired first and then led the
crowd to loot and burn.

“The Palestinian authority
will not allow any incitement
against (its) security and police
forces” Arafat said. "It will
stand firm in confronting
those who try to attack peo-
ple’s property and public insti-
tutions.™

- = Arafat did not mention any

group by name but said in ap-

parent reference to Islamic’

militants opposed to his peace
deal last year with Israel, that

some elements did not want
Palestinians to enjoy freedom
and purstie reconstruction.

We say with all confidence
to our people to all factions
and leaderships those who
think they can turn back the
clock are dreaming, he said.

In Gaza on Monday. more
than 10,000 Palestinians hun-
dreds firing guns in the air
marched to demonstrate sup-
port for ‘Arafat following the vi-
olence on Friday.

The march by Arafat's Fatah
faction showed the Palestinian
rule Gaza Strip was as po-

larised as ever since the
clashes between Muslim mili-
tant sympathisers and Pales-
tinian ‘police on Friday.
"Whoever wrongs Fatah,
Fatah will open his head.”
roared hundreds of young men
surging through Gaza's streets.
"Where are you Zahhar, where
are you Ja Ammar Arafat
will rip you eye out,” they

shouted referring to Mahmoud

al-Zahhar., a Hamas leader.
In Jerusalem, Israeli For-

eign Minisier Shimon Peres
said he did not think Arafat
realised when he made peace
the challenges to be faced in
Gaza still do not see how Arafat
is going to take control of this
hornets nest, Peres said in a
speech to Israelis Accountants
Association.

Arafat, in his radio address,
said Israel was trying to avoid
implementing fully its peace
agreement with the PLO under
which Palestinian self-rule is
Lo be widened to other areas of
the occupied West Bank.

UN official
criticises
Myanmar junta

UNITED NATIONS, Nov 22:
A UN human rights official
criticised the government of
Myanmar on Monday for the
arbitrary arrest and five-year
house detention of Nobel
Peace Prize winner Aung San
Suu Kyl reports AFP. ®

UN special rapporteur for
human rights Yozo Yokota said
in a report that the dissident
“is still being held under pro-
longed house detention with-
out trial” and thalt many par-
liamentarians and non-gov-
ernmental organisations were
seeking her release.

Myanmar authorities re-
sponded by stating that Aung
San Suu Kyi was legally de-
tained under provisions of
siate laws that allow for a max-
imum of six years under house
arrest. |

Aung San Suu Kyi spent her
fifth anniversary under house
arrest on July 20.

Yokota also reported on
other widespread human
rights abuses in Myanmar in-
cluding the arrest of political
opponernts, torture, gang
rapes. forced relocation and
internal di;plactmr:nt ‘on a
w'l-dt scale ’

| Govt accuses UNITA of-

violating peace pact

LUANDA, Angola, Nov 22:
The government claimed the
rebels attacked on two battle-
fronts Monday, a day after both
‘sides signed a pace accord, but
aid workers in one of the areas
said there was no fighting, re-
ports AP.

Southern African leaders,
meanwhile, considered send-
ing troops to join a UN force
that is to anchor the peace
trealy.

Both Angolan state radio
and the UNITA rebel station
Vorgan broadcast appeals for
peace and reconciliation after
19 years of war.

But later in the day. the
government claimed that
rebels under the command of
UNITA Vice President Antonio
Dembo attacked the northern
city of Uige, in "flagrant viola-
tion" of the peace accord.

It said government troops
"reserved the right to re-
spond.”

Aid workers in Uige said
UNITA soldiers were pa
trolling tense streets but there
was no fighting.

State radio also said rebels
attacked the town ol Cacolo |n
the diamond-rich province of

Lunda South.

Journalists were net al-
lowed on UN aid flights around
Angola on Monday, apparently
to prevent any possible reports
of clashes from inciting either
side to fight on.

Hospitals reported 10 peo-
ple killed and 87 wounded in
the capital, Luanda, by gunfire
from citizens celebrating the

accord signed Sunday. in
Lusaka. Zambia,

At the United Nations. the

Security Council on Monday
urged all parties in Angola to
prove their desire for peace by
honouring the cease-fire.

‘Angola's parfies must con-
linue to demonstrate their
commitment to peace through
the full and timely implemen-
tation of this detailed peace
agreement,” said US Ambas-
sador Madeleine Albright. the
Security Council president.
"Most importantly., the cease-
fire required by the pretocol
musl be respected.”

Repeating -a ritual that has
twice f(alled to end the war
Forcign Minister Venancio de
Moura and UNITA Secretary
(yeneral Eugenio Manuvakola

signed the pact.

Ll ¥
Violence claims
six more in
Karachi

KARACHI, Nov 22: Masked
gunmen killed six people, in-
cluding two policemen, raising
to 19 the death toll since fac-
tional violence erupted at the
weekend in Pakistan's main
port Karachi, police said today,
reports Reuter.

Police said two people were
killed in overnight violence in
the city's Liagquatabad area, and
a third was killed by gunmen
who attacked his home in the
easi district.

Gunmen killed one police-
man on Monday, a second po-
liceman ,and his nephew were
killed by four gunmen at his
house in the east district, po-
lice said,

The fresh wave of viplence
stated with fighting between
the two factions of the ethnic
Mohajir National Movement
(MQM] on Saturday when 12
people, including a police
constable, were killed.

The army has been de-
ployed in Karachi since June
1992 when it launched a

crime crackdown in Stndh
province.

UK still opposes
lifting ban
against Iraq

LONDON, Nov 22: Iraq's
recognition of Kuwait was a
step forward but was nol
enough to lift sanctions. Bri-
tish Prime Minister John Ma-
jor said Monday, reports AP.

"Iraq must comply rigor-
ously with all the requirements
of the Security Council: on
weapons of mass destruction,
on compensation, on prison-
ers-of-war and so on,” Major
told a group of businessmen.
"The international community
must accept nothing less.”

Otherwise, “We have no ba-
sis for trusting Saddam Hus-
sein.” "

Iraq's National Assembly
voted November 10 to recog-
nise Kuwait's sovereignty, ter-
ritorial integrity and indepen-

. dence, relinquishing its long-

standing claim that Kuwait was
part of Iraq.

Most of the 15 Security
Council members favour lifting
sanctions against Iraq, with
the United States and Britain
blocking it

In a letter to Iraq. the Se-
curity Council said it consid-
ered the recognition a
“significant step.” and said the
United Nations would continue
monitoring the situation.

would “refrain from all acts
that make things more com-
plicated or broaden conflicts.”
the official Vietnam News re-
ported.

"Both sides will hold timely
talks and satisfactorily settle
all problems that arise in a
calm and constructive man-
ner.” the newspaper guotled
the communigue as saying.

It was nod clear what this
agreement might mean In
practice, Both countries previ-
ously have called for peace
even while contributing to
tensions by exploring for oil in
disputed waters near the
Spratlys and in the Tonkin
Gulf Vietnam has decided to
build lighthouses in the
Spratlyvs. while China has

moved more naval [forces
there,

Both China and Vietnam
haye awarded oil exploration
contracts to US companies in
disputed zones, and there was
no indication that either side
plans to rescind those ¢on
tracts.

Chinese Foreign Minister
Qian Qichen, asked at a news
conference if the two sides
came any closer to resolving
their disputes over the
Spratlys or their land border.
said, "Buch a visit is not an op
portunity for specific negotia
thons. "

He noted that many coun
tries in the region jear another
Chinese-Vietnamese armed
conflict

"However. the visit and the
joint communique can tell
people that such is not the
prospect for this issue. China

and Vietnam are enfirely ca-
pable of resolving this issue by
themselves " he said.

@ian said he and his Viet-
namese counterpart. Nguyen
Manh Cam, agreed to act on a
previous Vietnamese sugges-
tlon to sel up an experi group
on the Spratlys, and that they
would soon nominate teams.

The two countries already
have expert groups meeting
regularly to discuss the 1 300-
kilometre [B00-milel land
border and demarcation of the
fonkin Gulf, parts of which
China claims. Unefficial re-
ports Indicate little or no

progress in these groups talks.
Jiang presided over the

signing of three government
agreements on trade and
transportation before leaving
for home later Tuesday.

One agreement seeks to
intpose quality standards on
each other's exports, a major
concern of the Vietnamese,
who say China has been
swamping their markets with
low-gquality consumer goods.
Many of these goods are
smuggled.

Another agreement allows
car and truck traffic across the
land border. Traders previ-
ously had to carry goods across
on loot,

Jiang's visit was the third
summit between the neigh-

Opinion
major setbac

NEW DELHI, Nov 22: An
opinion poll has predicted ma-
jor setbacks for Prime Minis-
ter P V Narasimha Rao's
Congress (I) party In crucial
state elections in southern In-
dia, reports AFP.

Congress is expected to
lose Andhra Pradesh, Rao's

home state, and suffer a big
erosion of support in neigh-
bouring Karnataka, according
{t:w the survey published Tues-

The poll was conducted by
the centre for media studies
for frontline. southern India's
leading news magazine, and its
findings were seen as a cause
of serious concern for the
Congress. Party spokesman
had no immediate comment
on the findings of the poll
which followed confident
assertions by the Congress that
it would ride back to power in
Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh.

. Both states have been tra-

ditional Congress bastions, and
the elections shere constitute
a major popularity test for the
74 year-old prime minister. A
defeat could spark a rebeilion
against his leadership, analysts
have said.

Karnataka is scheduled to
vote on November 26 and'De-
cember 1, while the Andhra
Pradesh hal]ot is spread over
December 1 and December 5.

The poll predicted an em-
phatic majority in Andhra
Pradesh for the Telugu Desam
Party of star turned-
politician N T Rao. no
relation to the premier.

It said the Telugu Desam
was expected to win 175 to
180 of the 294 seats at stake

Ihrilnﬂu -hr5

predicts
for Rao

Cmgrtsaﬂﬁlngﬂ
ng of eight percentage
against the Congress
¢ with four points in
of the regional party
tilted the elections in
of the Telugu Desam.
mtan poll said.
ging prices and a lack of
ecor®@mic development under
Congress rule have disen:
cha kd Andhra volers. it
fourg@

I

* V' Narasimha Rao

i .iiung assembly was pre

dict@l for Karnataka with the
opp@sition Janata Dal (People «
Party tipped to emerge as the
Si largest party.

Agcording to the poll, Kar
nat#ma voters have turned
agaiist the Congress because
of i ghting corruption and
inflatjon although the elec
tory had ne expectations o
the @pposition providing ars
beti@r government.

Off the Record

women's
But
with B3

("Girlfriend”).

“Love in the office is not easy.”

Sennhenn.

Undaunted by prying eyes, 72 |§
would like a fling with a female coll
working women said love In the offl

day.

The onset of complications once
lover means an average office affair |

magazine said.

Echo of the Bt&ut case

NEW DELHI: An Indian state lav4
rape a girl was castrated by his infe
Trust of India (PTI) reported on Tues

The incident took place in the ¢
eastern state of Bihar on Thursdav. 1§

The legislator, identified by PTI a8 Yogendra Narayan Sa
dar of the Janata Dal (People's Pary
legedly tried to "outrage the modesy

was not available, -

He was reported to be undergoin
hospital in the Bihar capital Patna a
girl, who lodged a complaint of atif
politician and two of his associates.

PTI1 called the incident an "Echo ¢
United States which won worldwidg
Bobbit severed the penis of her huislxil

Bush wins tennis maich

SYDNEY: Former US President Ge
touch on a tennis court. reports AP,

Bush, on a privatle visit to
Australia with his wife Bar-
bara, teamed up with Aus-
tralian Davis Clp captain
John Newcombe Monday to
score a 6-3, 6-4 victory over
his nephew Walter Stapileton
and another former Aus
tralian star, Tony Roche. ;

The former president has
known former Wimbledon
doubles champions New-
combe and Roche for more
than 25 years, while his 20-
year-old nephew is studying
political science at the Uni-
versity of New South Wales in

Sydney.
. "Mr Bush played very well
- and his aggressive serve-vol

ley game was suited to the grass.” Ne¢
Bush. 70, ts making his first visii
tial election Lo Bill
After the match, the Bushes atten
Australian Prime Minister Paul H.m'til

the 1982

China, Vietnam agree not to escalate territorial disputes | |

bours since November 199],
when they normalised rela-
tions scarred by a 1979 border
war and a fGecade of frequent
skirmishes, including a 1988
clash in the Spratlys.

The Chinese. the only side
to hold news conferences dur-
ing the visit., have skipped over
that decade to emphasize (heir
suppert for Vietnamese revo-
lutionary Ho Chi Minh in the
19808 and early 1960s and the
prospects for trade now.

"Both of our two countries
are now working to develop
our economies and improve
the livelihood of the people.
For that we need to
establish friendly relations,”

" Qlan said

'Romance imp :soﬂice.
atmosphere’

BONN: More than 70 per cent off
having an affair with a female colleague
ing women find romance improves
magazine said on Monday.

an office affairs sec
per cent of relationships notleed by other colleagues
said a survey in the latest editions of hf magazine Freundin

| sig

German men dream
and half of the work
e office atmosphere o
pports Reuter

t is next to impossible

: id psychologist Hiltrd

cenl of German meri
ue and 56 per cent ol
added spice to then

colleague turns into a
s about two years the

aker who attemptrd 1o

ded victim, the Fress
By, says AFP.
trict of Supaul in the

| news agency said

which rules Bihua
y! D[ thf ﬁirl whiose oe

. ;trratment At & privale
r being castrated by the
npted rape agains! |le
= | .

'the Bobbit case in tlie

b atlention after Loretm
Johin Wavne Bobbit

Fe Bush hasan't lost his

be said.

Australia since losing
linton.

i a private dinner with

rance to sell
o frigates
to S Arabia

ARIS, Nov 22 Fraiwe has
a 3.6 billion deollar con
tradll [to sell two frigates and
cot @#sponding weapons Ssys
ten rﬂ Saudi Arabia, as well as
buill a naval base and (rain
pei@hinnel, the Defence Min
istif | announced on Monday
regdls AFFP

contract was signed on
Saflirday in Casablanca
Mofbrco., by French Defence
Mii 4 er Franceois Leotard and
hit Baudi counterpart, Prince
Sul . 1 Tbn Abdelaziz. the min
sl

ﬁl billion-franc deal

e

wd i pnfirmed in a telephone
cadigrsation on Meonday be
(Wi . Prime Minister Edouard
BaBkur and King Fahd




