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No Traffic Blockage, Please

it has happened again. The whole of west and
north Bangladesh remained cut off from the capi-
tal city for seven hours at a stretch on Sunday.
And the traffic blockage occurred at the peak
period of 9 am to 4 pm. The loss to national
economy as well as to businesses of individuals

and companies can well be imagined. What is or-
dinarily overlooked and is immeasurably more

important is suffering to people on the move —
the serious denting of the citizens rights to
movement on the roads. And here thousands
were held up causing not only immediate
suffering from heat and hunger and lack of toilet
facilities, but an inconceivably complex chain of
problems as well.

Here again has happened for the umpteenth
time that sickening mishap of a bus running over
a student. We have become inured to tragedies
involving plummeting buses. colliding vehicles or
overtaking misadventures, all because of their
frequency. The 18-year-old Devendra -College stu-
dent must have been killed not far from the
Manikganj bus stand which is a particularly
crowded stretch of road, not unlike Savar Bazar.
Every bus-riding citizen knows that these big ve-
hicles try not to reduce their speed on entering
such urban zones.

While the administration must ensure, if nec-
essary by applying force, that no blockage ever af-
fects traffic on the national highways, it must at
the same time guarantee that no bus would enter
a municipal or even a haat area at more than 30
kph speed. The surefire way to inhibit the speed
of vehicles in crowded areas is to build series of
speed-breakers. The administration's deaf ear to
good counsel can be matched by people control-
ling towns and haats and bazars. It remains then
for the students to compel their local authorities
to build these humps and bumps.

T'he government has failed, as all previous ones
before them had. to make the flow of traffic on
national highways perfectly unhindered and con-
vince the population of the inviolate position of
these mainly through stringent enforcement of
highway laws. We do not want any more run-over
deaths on the highways as we do not want any-
more — not one more — blockage of traffic on the
highways. These we demand on point of national

interest. i
We are Concerned

The dangers being posed to some 1200
Iidngladeshi troops who have been marooned in
the Bihac enclave for a few weeks now are simply
petrifying. We are concerned about their safety
and welfare. They are 'without medical supplies’
and they must be close to running out of their
food stocks. As it is, they lay defenceless with
only a quarter of them having just rifles to sling

What prompted a re-assessment of their se-
curity situatien were a series of new develop-
ments: Serbian air raids damaged vehicles of the
UN observers and the local population have
grown unhappy over the 'ineffectiveness and in-

activity of the UN peacekeepers. The Bangladesh
battalion being a part of the UN peacekeeping
force is also exposed to some of that local annoy-
ance. Besides, the Serbs have got a launching-pad
in Croatia and reportedly there are rebel Muslim
troops on the vicinity who are opposed to the
Muslim-led %nvemment in Sarajevo.

The Bangladesh contingent was actually pre-
sented with a fait accompli when during the
autumn it had to rush to Bihac to replace the
hurriedly-leaving French troops without proper
equipment and contingency planning or pre-
paredness to face an eventuality. Then when the
Serb blockade came up to prevent vital equip-
ment from reaching the Ban%adeshi peacekeep-
ers, the commanders of the United ‘Nations Pro-
tection Force refused to confront it. Why push the
B esh t:mga into such a predictably vul-
nerable position? Our point is we should have
some fore-thought and forward planning with the
UN headquarters before committing our troops to
a high risk peacekeeping operation.

True, our troops have earned a good name for
the country by giving an admirable account of
themselves in prestigious }Jeac&keeping opera-
tions in several hot-spots of the world. And, that
is all the more reason why we should be able to

improve the working conditions afield. After all,
a peace-keeping contingent is not a warring

party.
Reynold’s Exit

With the resignation of Prime Minister Albert
Reynolds in Dublin last week the Irish govern-
ment has been running like a headless chicken
without his replacement. The prospect for inter-
party talks for ce in Northern Ireland seems
to have suffered a setback. In fact, latest reports
from London suggest that hardliners in the Irish
Republican Army are planning to restart a bomb-
ing campaign in Britain and Northern Ireland
disassociating themselves from the ceasefire that
has held since September 1.

Albert Reynold had led a more or less stable
coalition government for the last twentytwo
months until it was rocked by a scandal over a
priest accused of child molestation. He was about
to face a no-confidence vote which he deemed fit
to head off by his dignified exit. The judge who
found himself at the centre of controversy for
having failed to act on an extradition warrant
against the Catholic priest accused of child mo-
lestation resigned following the departure of the
Prime Minister. Had he quit a few days earlier, it
would have saved the government. There is an-
other dpiece of irony in that priest Smyth re-
turned to Northern Ireland under orders from
Cardinal Daly and has since been serving a four-
year sentence.

Since Sinn Fein, the IRA's political partner,
has just joined the mainstream debate, one hopes
all the good work done by Arnold wouldn't go in
vain. He has set certain standards of stability and
peace for the Irish people so that the new
coalition to replace his government is only likely
to take the peace process forward.

When stepping down Arnold said he was doing
so to keep negotiations from being derailed. The
fact that all parties agreed he was being right to
relinquish goes to prove his point but at the same
time the onus is on his detractors now to pick up
the threads from where he left off.

LURING the days ol con

D frontational posturings
in the 1970's beiween
the rich North and poor South,
the developing countries had

called for a new intermational
economic order. They had
demanded restructuring of
global economic relations

guided by the principle ol
equal rghts and opportunities,
and a new approach o the
problems of development
Third-world countries had
asked the industrial nations
not just for aid but also for
trade.

Parallely. developing coun
tries had tried to torge greater
economic cooperation among
themselves. They also had
drawn up a programme for
Economic Cooperation be-
tween Developing Countries

(ECDC) at their ministerial
meeting held in Arusha,
Tanzania, in 1979 Collective

self-reliance was the centre-
piece of the ECDC programme.
Through it, developing coun
tries had sought to exploit the
unrealized mutuality of interest
among themselves arising from
their growing Iinterdepen-
dence. The main thrust had
been towards expansion of
trade among the developing
nations.

By and large, the third
world has gained some success
over these years in claiming a
larger share in global export
trade. Thus, developing coun-

tries in East, Southeast and

South Asia have inereased
their share in global exports
from 7.9 per cent in 1979 to
16.8 in 1992. These countries
have also scored gains in ex-
panding trade among them-
selves, Their exports to each
other in 1985 came to 27.6
per cent of their total exports.
In 1992, it rose to 35.2 per
cent. In parenthesis it needs
to be noted that the share of
these countries in total global
exports was 11.3 per cent in
1985. Exports from and teo
each other seem to have grown

_at a faster rate than gains made

globally.
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Often dubbed as 'Asian Tigers'— Singapore, Hong Kong, Taiwan and also South Korea — these newly

economies (NIEs) are not behind some of the world's

Some of the countries still
classified as developing. have
also been getling prosperous
over these years. Consider the
1992 per capita incomes of
$15750 for Singapore $
15380 for Hong Kong and
$10215 for Taiwan with $
17790 for Britain, $ 23240 for
the United States and $ 28190
for Japan. Often dubbed as
Asian Tigers', (along with
South Korea whose per capita
incame comes to $6790),
these newly industrialising
economiies (NIEs) are net that
tar behind some of the world's
leading industrial nations
Then again., look at Taiwan's
international reserves of some
$92 billion and Singapore's
$53 billion as against Japan's
$116 billion and Germany's
$82 billion. Some of the NIEs
are indeed emerging as capi
lal-surplus countries

Capital-surplus countries
are mpelled to invest over
seas, mainly for better external
sector management, to avoid
inflationary pressure, to earn
higher returns on assets. In
short, such countries export
capital. Thus it 1s that
Singapore has recently initi-
ated measures to invest more
of its surplus savings abroad. It
is estimated that the pool of
money available for investment
by the end of the decade could
be $54 billion. The money
would come from the country's
compulsory savings scheme,
known as the Central
Provident Fund, and from the
financial surpluses accumu-
lated by the state agencies,
utilities and government-
linked companites. Initially, in-
vestments would be confined
to shares of foreign companies
and overseas bonds traded on
the Singapore stock exchange
and, what is noteworthy, to se-
lected regional markets, such
as Hong Kong, Malaysia. South
Korea. Taiwan and Thailand.
Eventually, the scope for in-

vestment may be widened to
include capital markets out-
side Asia. However, the first
wave ol these investments
would reach the capital mar
kets in the developing coun-
tries in Asia.

And it's not just Singapore.
The other newly industrialis-
ing economies — Hong Kong.
South Korea and Taiwan - also
are investing in less advanced
developing countries. Even
some among the emerging
economies, notably Malaysia,
are doing the same. Do these
initiatives portend a new mode
of cooperation among the de-
veloping countries? A new

format for South-South coop-

ALONG MY WAY

eration in which the more ad-
vanced nations among the de-
veloping countries help the
poorer ones with infusion of
their surplus capital. When the
ECDC programme was drawn
up in 1979, virtually only the
major petroleum-exporting
developing countries were in a
position to export capital and
they did divert some of their
surplus funds to the poorer
nations. The scope has
widened now. Indeed, the new
stirrings among the more ad-
vanced developing nations do
raise hopes that poorer nations
might gain access to new
sources for atfracting foreign
investiment,

The topic of extended eco
nomic cooperation among the
developing countries comes to
mind in the context of a sem}-
nar on investment and trade
opportunities in Bangladesh,
held in Singapore earlier this
month. The seminar was or-
ganised by Bangladesh authori-

ties In cooperation with the
Singapore Manufacturers
Association and the Federation
of Chambers of Commerce and
Industry. Available reports sug
gest that #t was primarily an
introductory seminar, de
signed to familiarize potential
Singaporean invesiors with the
opportunities offered by
Bangladesh. Well, other coun-
tries in the subcontinent have
already gone much further in
attracting investors [rom
Singapore. India has recently
signed joint wventure agree-
ments for 12 projects with
Singapore. A real estate pro-
ject alone envisages an invest-
ment of more than 450 million

US dollars. Other areas cov-
ered by the multi-million dol-
lar deals cover shrimp breed
ing. food related ventures,
electronics, ship-breaking for
making steel products — even
banking Pakistan, on its part,
expects to benefit substantially
from a $700 million invest-
ment fund jointly set up by
Singapore and the United
States.

Despite strenuous efforts,
Bangladesh has not succeeded
in attracting much of foreign
direct investment (FDI) so far.

According to the data pub-
lished by the Asian Develop-
ment Bank, 16 of -its
developing member countries
— Singapore, South Korea and
Taiwan from the NIEs, China,
Southeast Asian nations of
Indonesia, Malaysia, the
Philippines, Thailand, and
Bangladesh., India. Pakislan.
Sri Lanka from South Asia. the

Pacific Islands of Fiji. Papua

industrial nations.

New (Guinea Solomon Islands
Vanatu — attracted netr FDI of
more than 100 billon US dol
lars between |987 and 992
Bangladesh's share was the
lowest. a paltry 13 million dol-
lars. We performed relatively
betier in 1993 when some $50
million FDI flowed in

However this improvement
can hardly be counted as the
crowning of our drive to at-
tract foreign capital. A record
$80 billion FDI gushed into the
developing countries in 1993
- mostly Into the emerging
stockmarkets. We also got a
few crumbs

Will the initiatives to court
investment from the capital-
surplus developing nations
brighten our bleak FDI sce-
nario? It's a toss-up really.

What we need most is an en-
abling environment for In

vestment, says the catchall
prescription. Macro-economic
stability is important. So are an
appropriate policy framework,
an attractive incentive package
and a business-friendly attitude
of the authorities. However,
these are not all. Reliable in-
frastructure including utilities
and a disciplined, preferably
skilled, workforce also are
some of the essential ingredi-
ents that go to make up an en-
abling environment for in-
vestment. And to cap it all,
foreign investors need an as-
surance of continuity of poli-
cies as well as a sense of secu-
rity. something which is rather
intangible in itsel. Perhaps the
words of the British Under
Secretary of State, who led a
trade and investment mission
to this country last week, cap-
ture the gist of foreign in-
vestors' sentiments on the is-
sue. "A one-day or a two-day
hartal does not necessarily
worry investors.” He is re-
ported to have observed,
adding, "What concerns them
is a state of political uncer-

Courting Investment from Newly Industrializing Nations

tainiy. an unstable and unpre-
diciable peolitical situation -
Well. investors world over
probably hold similar views
investment from capital-sur-
plus emerging economies will
not rofl in just because we oo

are a developing country.
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OMMISSIONING Ex-

port Processing Zones

(EPZs) is a mode of
inviting foreign capital. In
substance, EPZs are enclaves
within the host country's
territories where all the laws
of the land — especially those
relating to trade, tariffs and
taxation — do not apply. The
state permits the EPZ au-
thorities to frame their own
rules and regulations Indus-
trial units in EPZs manufacture
goods exclusively for exports

The host country does nol
benefit directly from these
exports, except to the extent
it supplies inputs (o the indus-
tries located in EPZs Under-
standably. foreign investments
in EPZs stand on a different
footing than FDIL

There are two EPZs in the
country now, one in Chit
and the other in Dhaka. A third
EFPZ ts to be built in Khulna.
it's not that foreign investors
have flocked into our EPZs.
Nonetheless, EPZs. seem to
have done better than the do-
mestic market in drawing for-
eign capital. Total investment
in EPZs is said to have crossed
$125 milllon. The latest move
is to turn the Machine Tools
Factory at Joydevpur (BMTF)
into another EPZ. It's no use
sucking a sugarcane which has
been chewed up, says a
Chinese proverb. BMTF had
been a white elephant for
decades now. The new move
could be the last desperate bid
to wring some juice out of
BMTF. Our planners mean-
while could even check with
Manila how the Subic Bay US
military base was converted
into a humming industrial cen-
tre in just about a year's time.

KIBRIA EXPLAINS THE OPPOSITION'S CASE

Free and Fair Election is the Key to Political Stability

Star Report

Corntinued from Page 1

former Executive Secre-

tary of the Bangkok-

based UN Regional Com-
mission ESCAP, Kibria was
closely associated with the dia-
logue process as a member of
the opposition’'s negotiating
team headed by Abdus Samad
Azad, the deputy leader of the
opposition in parliament. He
also met Sir Ninian individually
on a num-ber of occasions to

seek clari-fications on the gov-
erninent proposals.

The opposition revised its
original blueprint for a care-
taker government formula. he
said, outlining the resignation
of the government in power 75
days before the expiry date of
the fifth parliament and man-
dating the selection of the new
Prime Minister, not belonging
to any political party, under
the joint recornmendation of
the Leader of the' House and
the Leader of the Opposition,
who would also nominate five
members each for forming the
cabinet. It was also stipulated
that the nominated cabinet
meimbers should not belong to
any political party and along
with the Caretaker Prime
Minister cannot seek election.

"We believe that this is go-
ing to give the country - what
is most important from our
point of . — political peace,
stability the assurance of a
reasonably corruption-free
elections in the future.” he
added. "We genuinely believe
that in about 15 to 20 years
time thre habit of free and fair
elections will be firmly estab-
lished, and, if necessary, at

that time we can change the

Political stability and eco-
nomic prosperity of the coun-
try., he argued. hinges on
peaceful succession. accep-
tance of the legitimacy of the
government and the willing-
ness not to complain and
protest about the electign it-
self. "If the BNP wins under a

caretaker government then -

the opposition may complain
about anything else but they
cannot question the legitimacy
of the government” as is the
case today. He pointed out,
that the opposition is agitating
on future elections but is not
challenging the legitimacy of
the present government itself.

"So, this is the merit of our
proposal. It is understood by
the people today. Somehow
the message has gone very far
and our impression is that the
people understand this very
well," Kibria claimed.

Asked if the opposition
made any concessions to the
government during the negoti-
ations, he noted that the oppo-
sition’s blueprint was modified
seeking the resignation of the
cabinet 75 days. instead of

three months, before the elec-

tions and making the provision

for selecting the caretaker

prime minister by joint rec-
ommendation mandatory.
"Originally, the government
felt that being a majority party
they were being ignored or
they were being neglected or
that they were not being given
any role in the new caretaker
government. That has been

rectified, now they are being
given full role in this plan and
we feel that this is a fair pro-
posal from any point of view.”
The opposition also agreed
with the government proposal
to farther strengthen the
Election Tommission, he
noted, but sfipulated that a
parliamentary committee be
formed with five members
each from the treasury and
opposition benches and
headed by the Speaker of the

Jatiya Sangsad.
"We believe that it is-a con-

. structive and a moderate pro-

posal," Kibria said.

He brushed aside sugges-
tions of the opposition making
any further concessions. "The
opposition has nothing to con-
cede particularly because it is a
matter of principle. If the op-
position gives up the principle
of a non-party, neutral gov-
ernment then they will be giv-
ing up everything. There is
nothing left.”

He then went on to look
into the 'practical’ aspects of
the ruling pariy's latest pro-
posal. It outlines the resigna-
tion of the cabinet, except the
prime minister, 45 days prior
to the expiry date of the term
for the fifth parliament; forma-
tion of a 10-member cabinet,
five each from the ruling party
and the opposition, including
the PM who will not be as-
signed any portfolios, and also
stipulating that the prime min-

rrr———

ister would not exercise ahy
executive authority.

~ "On the'surface it (the gov-
ernment proposal) looks very
simple. But then let us look at
the practical implications.” he
said before criticising different
aspects nf the government's
proposal.

"Obviously, it will not be a
non-party government, if any-
thing it will put all the parties
into the cabinet.” The practical
implications of the proposal is
that the purpose of the two
groups of ministers would be
to protect and promote their
respective party interests, he
pointed out.

"Given the level of suspicion
and distrust that exists today
they will also be busy in trying -
to frustrate each other's actual
or alleged overt and covert’
partisan activities to rig the
election.” Aeccusations and.
counter-accusations will vitiate
the atmosphere, he added.
"Thus, the arrangement in the
proposal contains within itself

the seeds of conflict and -

deadlock. It will be virtually a
non-functional, deadlocked
cabinet.”

He questioned whether the
country deserves to be left
without an effective govern-
ment for three months. "It is
not only an impractical and
unworkable proposal, but it is
also an unwise one. It has the
potential of pushing the nation
towards greater dangers.”

— = =r = —ar er— n

_— —_—
== =

e ——————

S o

L e e ——

The principal reason the
proposal would not work is be-
cause collectively the cabinet
would be in a deadlock and in-

. dividually the ministers would

have no function at all as they
would not be assigned any
portfolios, he said.

"It is doubtful that if any
Awami League leader will even
agree to join such a cabinet. It
will be unable to lead the gov-
ernment in any meaningful way
or make any contribution to
the nation."

Kibria also criticised the
notion that the prime minister
would not exercise any execu-
tive power. "The prime minis-
ter will continue to be the
head of the government.
Although it is being said that
she will not exercise executive
authority, the key point here is
the continuity in the exercise
of power, if not so then why is
she insisting on staying as a
figurehead prime minister."

He also retorted how one
can distinguish between a
prime minister who is exercis-
ing executive powers and one
who is not. "Will the govern-
ment officials refuse to see
her. will they disobey her di-
rect orders, even if they are
given verbally?” It is an absurd
proposition, he:said. "You can-
not have a prime minister of
the country and tell her that

" you cannol exercise executive
.authority”. '

No matter what is written
in paper, he added, the prime
minister would continue to ex-
ercise those essential powers

which make the crucial difler-

ence between a genuinely free
and fair election and one influ-
enced by the overwhelming in-
fluence of the prime minister's
power at work.

"So. these are the main
factors for which we believe
that this (proposal) will not
work. In fact, in our honest
view, this is a dangerous pro-
posal. Because it can put the
courntry at a greater risk than
today." -

Asked what both sides were
negotiating about during the
month-long dialogue as each
side appeared to be holding on
to their respective original po-
sitions, Kibria said, "We were
trying to persuade them that
this (opposition proposal) is
not in favour of the opposition,
but this is really a case for the
people, for the democratic
institutions of the country and
for the future stability of the
country”.

Asked at what stage the op-
position negotiators felt that
the process came to a dead
end, he said that the opposi-
tion concluded that the talks
have failed after the govern-
ment did not respond to its
latest proposal, which was
given on October 17.

Responding to a remark of
Sir Ninian. where he claimed
to have made a proposal and
which the government party,

" he said, accepted, Kibria said

that he was unaware of any
separate proposal made by the

Commonwealth envoy. There

were only two proposals under
discussion and not three, he
clarified.
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these columns should

Faceless impasse

Sir, Our country Is passing
through a- political impasse.
Who is responsible? Who is
right? The Prime Minister or
the Opposition leaders or
both? -

The bone of contention is
the mode of holding election.
From elections who benefit?
The politicians or the mass or
both or none? .

The politicians demand
power /authority to rule with a
blanket promise to solve all
the problems. Once they are in
the chair, unfortunately, the
people become h gs. This
has been the repetitive history
of our .

The thinkers often get frus-
trated and seek sheltér in the
belief that autocratic military
regime alone can straighten
the whole nation and solve the
problems. But history suggests

that it could be only ve
short-lived. In a short {Jerio'ar

sadly again, the saver becomes
monster. -

Some believed that the
communisis/the left leaning
political parties were the an-

swer. It is now obvious Lo ev-
erybody that what those lead-

ers preach, they themselves do’

not follow.

What do our political lead-
ers think democracy is? Fair
election! That is what they are
all concerned about. ;

What do the mass demand?
Election or law and order,
separation of judiciary from
the executive, price stability,
flow of products, employment,
income generatipn etc.

Do we see any practical ef-
forts from Commonwealth
or/and the UN and others
keen to fulfil the yearnings of
the people? However, we had a
facilitator from the
Commonwealth to resolve the
tangle between the Govern-
ment and the Opposition
regarding election. We further
know that the western
diplomats in Dhaka were also
very busy in this connection.

- But the "dialoge” failed! _

When shall we see the
Government and the
Opposition engaged to fulfil
the demands of the general
mass, nol mere election?

|I£ﬂ¢rs for publication in be |
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed

with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

When shall the
Commonwealth/the UN and
others send facilitators, if they
feel to be good-meaning and
benevolent to resolve the
practical problems of the peo-
ple of this country instead of
facilitating mere discussion
and decision as to mode of
election?

John Arun Surlmr
Dhaka

A pointer

Sir, 1 am referring to the
photograph printed on the
front page of The Daily Star on
14.11.94. This is really a
pointer to how the hartals have
helped the people of the coun-
try! The single photograph
shows how hundreds of daily
bread-earners are forced to
rest which is much needed for

them no doubt but, along with
the physical rest, they are also

forcing their already starved
stomachs to rest. In the whole
country, there had been places
where hundreds of such pho-
tographs could be taken. No
doubt, this points to how the
hartal callers have helped (?)
the majority who are living be-
low the poverty line. Alas! our
political leaders shout from
the rostrum that they have
dedicated all of their life for
the poor and the workers. The
photograph point out how they
have been successful (?).

A vigorous movement Iis
necessary for not having har-

tals of the kind we are through’
in this country achieving noth-
ing but entailing misery to the

.commorr man. Demonstrations

also take place in front of No
10 Downing Street and the
White House. But those are not
violent and the roads are not
closed by the demonstrators.
While the demonstrators in
London or Washington carry
only placards, here the ac-
tivists carry both the sticks
and bombs with the placards.
Even the compound walls are
broken for brick-batting by the
so-called peaceful demonstra-
tors.

Since so many hartals,
gheraos, and sit-ins have not
been able to bring down the
elected government, these are
not going to cause misery to
the Government leaders. But,
clearly, these are the causes of
extreme misery to the working
people who can't care less who
rules them but are urgently in
need of work and not forced
rest. Let the published photo-

graph act as a pointer.

A citizen

Diary of a hartal day

Sir. Friday, Nov 11 was fol-

lowed by two days of dawn to
dusk hartal, which completely
paralysed the entire city. As for
myself | was confined within
four walls. 1 moved about the
house atmlessly. | don't know
how many times | must have

gone through the day's news-
paper, perhaps | was able to
memorise the whole paper! |
tried to help my daughter at
her home work and again tried
to help my wife at the kitchen.
but nothing worked well. |
simply was not able to cope

with the dull depression.
However, |1 was relieved ol the

stiliness on arrival of some of
my relatives just after the end
of 2nd day's hartal. Their visit
related to some important
family matters, for which they
would have to keep awake till
late at night. Sensing the sit-
uation,
dinner. Since there was not
much prepared. | was in a
double mind whether to go out
to get something more. But
normally shops and stores in
our locality close by 10.30 pm.
Anyway, | took a try and to my
utter surprise few shops and
stores were open. | got what
was required and faintly en-
quired why they were open till
so late. The poor store keeper,
who looked depressed and
pale, replied, "Sahib, we need
to survive too. There is hardly
any sale because of the damn
consecutive hartals. But my
family consisting of ten mem-
bers need to be fed. | have to
keep awake till | compensate,
may be the whole night."

I felt rather estranged and
hurriedly walked away. Well,
this is only one example. Just
imagine how the other thou-
sands suffered! There has al-

I had to offer them '

ready been many a criticism
about the sufferings caused
during hartal days. so | don't
want to stress any further. But
I really wonder if our leaders
and politicians are for the bet-
terment of the country or do
they want the country to be
ever dependant on others?

Mizan ur Rahman
Gopibag, Dhaka

Electronic media

Sir, Why the successive
governments continue to ma-
nipulate the state (not party)
electronic mass media (BTV
and RB}? | strongly support
Mahfuz Anam's analysis
(DS /Third View/Nov 9] that
fresh air be allowed to circu-
late in the BTV news depart-
ment catering to narcissism of
political folliles. The dog-in-
the-manger attitude should go.

The ministry may order an
independent survey of the im-
pact of our national broadcast-
ing network on the public, and
release the report in full

The tax payers money
should not be wasted in
unimaginative propaganda. I, as
a citizen, "urge” a public
statement from the Prime
Minister. Who is usually silent
on vital and critical issues. |
am for transparent national
policies.

A Husnain
Dhaka



