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City BNP
meets today

A meeting of all the vice
presidents of the Dhaka Citly
BNP and presidents and gen
eral secretaries of thana units
will be held today at office
room of City BNP's general
secretary Salahuddin Ahmed
MP, &t Sena Kalyvan Bhaban at 3

pm. reporis BSS

ROK sets up ties

with Zimbabwe

SEOUL. Rov IB: South Ko
rea loday esiablished full
diplemagic relations with Zim
babwe, the Foreign Ministry in
Seoul said  The protocol 1o ex
change ambassadors was
signed in Harare by South Ko
rean ambassador to Zambia
Kim Jin-ho, and Zimbabwe s
permanent secretary in the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Stansious Chigwedere reporis
Reuver

Avalanche kills
11 in Nepal

KATHMANDL K& Nov 18 An
avalanche has killed eleven
members of a German expedi
tion that was attempling (o
climb a 609! metre (20 100
foet] high Himalavan peak
rescuers said Friday Nine
CGermans, one Swiss and their
Nepalese Sherpa
guide were altempting

the Mt

hit by an avalanche and lost ra
dic contact. reports AF

UNITA won't
en | 1

ABIDJAN Nov |8

rebels will not sign a r.-r-
pact with the Angolan gover
ment as scheduled on Sundc
the UNITA representative here
said today. alleging uruce
tions by government loroe

reporis AFY

Opposition formula handed over to BNP

Three Western envoys — US
Ambassador David Merrill, Bri-
tish High Commissioner Peter
J Fowler and Canadian High
Commissioner Jon J Scott —
called on Leader of the Opposi-
tion in Parliament Sheikh
Hasina separately yesterday at
her offlicial residence at Minto
Road.

The diplomats, during their
discussions with Sheikh
Hasiha, expressed concern at
the continued political im-
passe centring the caretaker
government issue and stressed
an early amicable settlement of
the dispute, sources said.

The British High Commis-
sioner was the first to see the
Awami League chief at 10 am,
followed by the Canadian High
Cormmissioner at noon while

Star Report

the US Ambassador
Sheikh Hasina later,

Sheikh Hasina was assisted
by her political adviser SAM S
Kibria and party leaders Tofael
Ahmed . and Abul Hasan
Chowdhury during her meet-
ings with the diplomats.

Top AL leaders remained
tight-lipped about Hasina's
talks with the envoys.

According to sources close
te Opposition camp, the
diplomats underscored the
need for immediate resolution
of the crisis by narrowing
down the gap between the
proposals put forward by the
two sides — the government
and the Opposition. The en--
voys reportedly mentioned
that the political leaders of
Bangladesh would be blamed if

met

Envoys of 3 top Western
countries meet Hasina

they failed to resolve the crisis
through dialogue. They empha-

sised the need for maintaining

congenial atmosphere for at-
tracting more foreign invest-
ment in the country.

The Leader of the.Opposi- 1

tion agreed in principle with
the diplomats and said that the
demand for holding general
elections under a neutral
caretaker government is aimed
at ensuring peace and political
stability for speedy economic
development.

The merits of the Opposi-
tion's latest proposal were also
explained to the diplomats,
the sources said.

Meanwhile, news agencies
quoting unspeciflied sources
said last night that the envoys,
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. yesterday.

national Airport yesterday.

b

GAZA CITY, Nov 18: Pales-
tinian police opened fire on a
crowd of unruly Islamic mili-
tants and worshippers outside
a mosgue today. Ten civilians
and a policeman were Kkilled
and at least 160 were

wounded in rioting, reports
AP

FEV A TIL AT

The clash was the fnost se-
| rious confrontation between
| militants and the self-rule ad-
| ministration of Yasser Arafal
since autonomy was estab-
lished in the Gaza Strip and
. West Bank town of Jericho in
. May

| Tensions have been fed by a
|

|

=

| series of suicide bombings and
other fatal attacks-on Israelis
' by Islamic militants that have
| threatened the expansion of
| autonomy throughout the West
| Bank
A curfew was imposed in
part of Gaza City and seven
truckloads of detainees were
| seen heading for the central
| jail. Police sourceés said about
| 300 Islamic militants were de
| tained and street fighting con-
tinued past nightfall.
Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat summoned his top se
curity advisors. Aides said he
bMlamed fundamentalists who
oppose his peacemaking with
[srael. At his seaside headquar-
ters. distant gunfire could be
heard m late alternoon

With the harvesting of Amar
crop having nist begun across
the country the small farmers
ol the coastal region are
nassing thetr davs and nights
I agonising LensuMi
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Palestinian pohce fire on
Hamas activists: 10 die

Police had been stationed
outside the mosque in re
sponse (o reports that Hamas
planned a large rally. The
shooting started when [slamic
militants pelted police with
bottles and rocks, and about
6,000 worshippers poured out
of the Palestine Mosque after-
noon prayers, witnesses said. A
riot fellowed.

A police statement to The
Associated Press said the
crowed of worshippers had
been incited to riot and that
islamic activists "opened fire
suddenly at some of our forces
and burned two vehicles.”
There was no witness confir
mation of Islamic activists
opening fire at the mosque
although three or four mill-
tants could be seen carrying

pistols.

Hospita! officials sald seven
civilians were killed in the ri-
oting, and a police statement
said a Palestinian officer also
was killed. More than 100
people were wounded in the
rioting, including at least 10
policemen. the police state-
ment said. Members of the
militant group Hamas burned
two police cars and a military
truck.

Police said the Hamas rally
had been planned in defiance
of Arafat's orders. Militants in

See Page 12 Col. 8

Peasants' agony mounts
as lathials out for harvest

Star Report
bhamboo sticks. often mounted
with spearheads, to swoop on
farmers. Movements of
such hirelings. many of them
carrying firearms are also be-

the

coming increasingly visible
lately _

The terror unleashed on
the poor farmers by the

lathials s an age-old feature in
the coastal regions. Looting of
harvested crop, arson, torture
and killing of local inhabitants
have been continuing for a
long time. But over the past
several vears such incidents
have been ,occurring with
prninous regularity

According te information
gathered from the coastal re
sl violence in the char
areas has claimed owver 100
lives leaving thousands injured
during 1a st VEArs

'_.]_H 18]
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Four J-ndiun Tam:lﬂ carrying. fake Bmwlldeahl pasapm'u were arrested at the Zib lnldr-

—Star photo

4 Tamils held at
ZIA with fake

passports

Immigration authaorities
detained four foreign nationals
at the ZIA International Air-
port (ZIA) yesterday. reports
UNB.

The foreigners identified as
Indian nationals arrived by a
Singapore Airlines flight from
Singapore at 4:45 pm bearing
Bangladeshi passports.

Immigration personnel held
the fake Bangladeshis as they
failed to reply to their queries
in Bengall.

A brief interrogation re-
vealed that they were Indian
citizens hailing from Tamil

See Page 12 Col 8

Arrested Indians
placed on police
remand
By Staff Correspondent

The two Indians arrested

Thursday for their bid to enter
the Sangsad Bhaban with a

"dagger were placed on police

remand *for one day for ques
tioning

The arrested Meena Mallik,
18, and her maternal uncle
Ashiagq Hossain. 40, wWere
produced before a metropoli
tan magistrate yesterday. Po

See Page |2 Col W

The lathials looted crops
worth crores of Taka and set
fire to dwellings rendering
poor peasants homeless
Among the victims, 50 were
killed in the chars along the
commaon borders of three dis-

tricts Bhola. Barisal and
Luxmipur alone
The clashes and violence

over the harvested crops occur
mainly due 1o dispules over
the ownership ol newly-ac
creted land

Ssuch ownership disputes
are usually trniangular tussles
The most powerful actors are
the relatively affluent jotedars
who claim the land by right ol
inheritance  Their claim's are
often challenged by rival land
lords holding some contrived
or forged documents. The
See Page 12 Col 4

" of Bangladesh liberation force.
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6 killed in
city road
mishaps

By DMCH Cerrespondent

Six people were killed and
a minor boy was injured in six
road accidents in and around
the city yesterday.

A woman was killed and her
son seriously injured when a
speeding Dhaka-bound mini-
bus knocked them down at
Khilkhet under Cantonment
Police Station at about ¥ am
yesterday.

The victim Falema Begum,
24, was declared dead after
she had been taken to the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal (DMCH) while her son
Bipul, 7 was admitted to the -
DMCH in a critical conditjon.

Police arrested the driver
Mohammad Sayeed, 30, and
seized the vehicle.

In another road accident a
35-year-old man was Killed
when a minibus ran over him
in front of the Shishu Park at
Shahbagh at about 10:35 am

The victim who could not
See Page 12 Col 6

JU students leave |
campus fearing

fresh violence
By JU Correspondent

Many resident students of
the Jahangirnagar University
left the campus last night ap-
prehending renewed clashes
between rival factions of the
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD).

Tension mounted on tlre
campus last night when a large
group of people from the
nearby villages marched into
the campus chanting slogans
against campus terrorisi.

The villagers 'abused the
inmates of the Bhashani Hall
and left the campus at around
10 pm.

A faction of JCD, known as-
'locals’, seriously injured two
rival JCD adctivists - Golam
Sarwar and Shawkat Kabir —
Tuesday last.

All the five residential halls

Tt Univesly were belog
guarded-ly armed activists of
different student organisations.

FFs urge MPs to
resolve crisis

in Parliament

A group of freedom fighters
yesterday urged the govern- ;
ment and the Opposition to
solve the current political cri-
sis through discussion in Par-
liament, reports UNB.

"Solve the present political
crisis in Parliament ... Do not
exchange bitter comments on
the streets or in party meet-
ings instead of discussing the
problems in Parliament”, said
Lt Col (retd) Kazi Nur Uz-Za-
man, a valiant freedom fighter
who was a sector commander

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the Jatiya Press Club in
the afternoon, Nur Uz-Zaman,
who was flanked by some of his
battle-field colleagues in the
Liberation War, put forward
five suggestions to ensure free
and fair polls.

He suggested that Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia on
behalf of the ruling party and
Sheikh Hasina as the repre
sentative of the Opposition
would take oath from the Chief
Justice that they would direct
all their front organisations.
overt or covert, to refrain from
vote dacoity and rigging, and
pledge to maintain neutrality

The oath-taking should be
broadcast live on radio and
television Nur Uz-Zaman

oee Page |2 Col |
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Missile, napalm bomb

attack on Bihac

SARAJEVO, Nov 18: Serb
aircraflt launched a missile and
cluster bomb attack on the
Muslim held town of Bihac in
northwestern Bosnia today. ac-
cording to UN officials and
Bosnian media reports, says
Reuter,

UN spokesman Colongl Jan-
Dirk Merveldt said two jets,
believed 1o bhe of the orao
[eagle} type. had been spotted
flying at a height of 200 me-’
Lres over Bihac.

One fired a missile “md UN
military observers (UNMOs])
found evidence that napalm
and’ cluster bombs had been
used. but the UN said no casu-
alties had been caused.

"UNMOs on the grnund
found [ragments of napalm and
cluster bomb weapofis within
the safe area,” UN spokesman
Paul Risley said. "There were
no casualties.”

The UUN has threatened to

call in NATO air power if the
UN-declared "sale area” of Bi-
hac is attacked.

Risley said: "We made it
clear yesterday an attack on a
safe haven would Ilead

SARAJEVO, Nov IB: The
Bosnian federation assembly
building in Sarajevo was hit by
a wire-guided missile today.
The building's glass facade dis-
integrated in the explosion. A
second missile missed its tar-
get and landed near a school
without exploding, witnesses

and police said, reports
Reuter. ;
inevitably to the use of NATO
air power.’

NATO, however. said it

could not confirm reports ol
the raid. "I am not denying the
attack took place, but the data
we have collected with radar
from the air has not deter-
mined that the attack took

place.’

Western military sources
said the Serb aircraft were able
to slip away after the attack
because NATO, which has ex-
pended huge resources on en-
forcing a no-fly zone over
Bosnia, did not have a patrol in
the area.

The incident was being
seen as a major embarrass-
ment for the NATO alliance
the sources said. _

The last air attack on Bihac,
on November 9, in which an
ammunition dump was de-
stroyed, was carried out by a
Serb orao jet. a ground attack
aircraft built in a Yugoslav-Ro-
manian joint venture.

Like the November 9 raid,
the jets that attacked on Friday
were reported to have flown in
from an airport in Serb-held
Croatia. NATO and Croatia are
still discussing the extension

See Page 12 Col 7

Nepalese CP set to
form coalition govt

KATHMANDU, Nov 18: A
communist alliance consoli-
dated its lead today, bagging
84 of the 169 seats for which
results were declared, moving
closer to becoming the single
largest partly in parliament and
forming & coalition govern-
ment in Nepal, reports AP.

Editorial on page 4

The governing Nepali
Congress party was trailing
with 61 seats and the pro-
memnarchy National Democratic
Party had bagged 16. The re-
maining seats were shared by
independents and a smaller

 party,

The communists appear to
have appealed to .the many

poo: ~pfople - Nepal--by
proinising lamd reforins that

would fix a limit on the amount
of land a Nepali can own. Any-
one owning more than that
would lose it to peasanits.

The Communists held 82
seats in the dissolved parlia-
ment and the Nepali Congress
114. They need 19 more seats
to win a majority.

But results for 33 seats
would not be known until next
week because the Election
Commission has ordered new
voting at 64 polling stations
where violence marred the
first ballot on Tuesday.

"The leftist alliance will
have a majority in Parliament
and we will form the govern-
ment.” Madhav Kumar. secre-
tary-general of the Communist
Party of nepal (MarkiscLenin

See Page 12 Col 7

A fire broke out in two large country boats carr}'i_ng jute
bales close to Baushia ghat near the Meghna-Gumti Bridge

vesterday evening.

— Star photo

army chief Bipin Chandra Joshi
who held key command posi- |
tions in a 40 year military ca- |
reer. died here today after
suffering a massive heart at
tack. the army announced. He
was 59, reporis AFFP

General Joshi was the firs
chief of the milllon-streng
arimy (o die while in office The
person to repiace him as Chiel
of Armv Staff is vet o be
named.

The highly-decorated Gen
eral complained of shortness
of breath and restlessness and
was taken to a military hospital
at the Delhi cantonment. an
army spokesman said. He died
at 11:20 AM (0550 GMT)

Joshi. who -had become
army chief on July 1. 1993 is
survived by his wife Mnanjula
and ten sons

President Shankar [Daval

Sharma. Supreme (Coanimancler
of the armed lorces f‘hllll'hhﬂi
shock and griel at the death of

See Page 12 Cnl )

LTTE to resume attacks
on military targets

COLOMBO. Nov 18; Tamil
rebels Friday asked its gueril-
las to resuane attacks- on mili
tary targets, ending an unilat
eral ccase-fire they had
nrdered less than a week back,
military officials said., reports
AP

I rebels had announced a
cease-fire Saturday after Sri
Lanka's new Predident Chan
drika Kumaratunga said she
would continue peace talks to
end an 1) -vear ethnic war that
has killedd 34 000 people

(M Friday rebel leaders
sild over their clandestine ra-
dio that they were abandoning
the cease fire because goy
ernment troops had continued
attacks in the rebel held
northern and eastern areas,
oflicials. who Inter
cepted rebel messages, sald on
cornddition ol anonymity

ers were no immediate
reports of attacks by the Tamil
Mger guertlias alter the cease

miklitary

fire was called off

On Thursday. the rebels
indicated their unhappiness
over the government's failure
to rf-spu’}nd to its cease-lire and
accused the navy ol killing at
least four Tamil fishermen

"Even though our cease-fire
is in operation the government
under the leadership of Presi
dent Chandrika Kumaratunga
has continued its altacks.’
rebels sald Thursday over their
clandestine radio

The rebels had not
launched any attacks since
Saturday when military intelli-
gence intercepted a message
from Tiger chief Velupillai
Prabhakaran ordering rebels to
retaliate ondy W attacked.

They have accused the navy
of killing three Tamil lisher
men Wednesday by naval gun
boata at Arrippukadal 230
kilometers (142 miles) north
of Colombo

Nazmul Huda's
letter to The
Daily Star

The following handwritien
letter signed by Nazmul Huda.
MP. was hand delivered to The
Daily Star office last evening
contradicting our story appear-
ing on November 17. which
said Nazmul Huda was seeking
meetings with western diplo
mals.

We publish below the
unedited relevant text along
with our reply:

"The news item published
in your esteemed Daily on 17th
Nov 94, under the caption
"Huda seeks meetings with
Western Envoys™ is absolutely
false, baseless, concocted and
has been published with an ul
terior purpose of shunning my
reputation in the esteemation
of the right thinking people of
the society. | demand an un
condivienal apolegy and call
upon you T4 publish the same
with this rejoinder.”

We stand by our story
— The Daily Star

China ready for
unification talks
with Taiwan

JAKARTA, Nov 18: China
said today in was willing o
hold high-level reunification
talks with Taiwan as long as
they did not take place in an
international arena. reports
Reuter.

f "We believe that high-level

meetings are conducive to the
peaceful reunification of Chi
na.” President Jiang Zemin s
spokesman said when asked !
Jiang was willing to meet Tai
wanese President Lee Teng
Husi

diowever, we believe this is
a matlér for the Chinese peo
ple themselves and arrange
ments should be made through
diplomatic channels,” said the
spokesman, Chen Jian.

He briefed reporters after
Jiang met Indonesia's staun
chly anti-communist president
Suharto on Friday for talks
focusing on economic coo
peration between two of Asia s
biggest economies.

Chen said the two men did
not discuss Suharto's meeting
with Lee on the resort island
of Bali during Lee's southeast

Agian tour in February

Beijing expressed displea-
sure over the Taiwanese lea-
der's "holiday diplomacy” and
had tried to stop the tour by
issuing warmings to the three
countries om his itinerary
the Philippines. Indonesia and
Thailand.

But China has bad better
success in preventing Lee from
representing Taiwan at inter-
national events.

UP member
killed in
| Sylhet

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Nov 1|8 Unidenti-
fied assailants killed a UP

vesterday.

The body of Nantu Chandra
Paul, 45, was recovered by po-
lice some two kilometers off
his village home on the Sylhet-
Zakiganj road. The body bore a
number of wounds.

The victim, a member of
Fulbari Urilon haills from village
Hartpur Palpara.

Golapgan] pelice sent Lhe
body to the Sylhet MAG Os-

many Medical Collegt Hospital

for autopsy

member in Golapganj thana ,



