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A Group with a Successful
Sales Know-how

by Fayza Haq )

ﬂrnuf Ahmed : 'Artist and “

talented, Iimaginative

and knowledgeable

group of seven young
painters had an exhibit of 35 of
their recent works at the
residence of Jean Michel
Lacombe, the French Amba-
ssador. This included the
wotks of Jamal Ahmed, Iftikh-
aruddin Ahmed, Kanakchampa
Chakma. Khalid Mahmud
Mithu and Sunil*R. Howlader.

All these displays brought in
an astronomical sale profit for
¥ painters as they all had a
rle that was easily recognis-
able by the average visual art
connoisseur — although sym-

bols were often used. and took

one's flights of fancy to a
peaceful world of well-blended
compositions and buoyant
colours. juxtaposed against soft
and soothing ones. The texture
works were dynamic, even
though experimental. Going by
their relative youth, they were
successful, endeavouring and
thought provoking. This one
gathered, although one was
caught up in the milieu of the
oncoming deluge of art — en-
thusiasts, coming mainly from
the creme de la creme of the
Dhaka society.

Jamal Ahmed, in his "Artist
and Model-1" brings the artist
himself in with quick and con-
fident impressionistic strokes,
while the paints on the palette
are highlighted with a con-

lomeration of deep smudges,

s bringing in the most im-
% tant element in the life of a
P9%nter. The nude female
el with her statuesque fig-
urd. another vital factor in the
elan vital of an artist is seen
standing poised, against a
vermilion drapery. which is
brdught in as an oblong
and which contrasts
iees e - rest the

SITIUG

Khalded Mahnuﬂ‘ Hﬂhu 3

1994

paraphernalia in the studio.
The colours and strokes used
are minimal yet the theme of
the fate of a constantly strug-
gling painter is well conveyed.

Jamal's "Artist and Painter-
11" is more interesting than
the earlier one. This is firstly.
because the main subject is a
woman, whose mental capabili-
ties have often been belittled
or ignored. Again, the presen-
tation of the theme leaves
more to one's imagination due
to the choice of colours and
the experimentation with the
texture work. Dark shades of
grey and blue pervade the
combination, cleverly balanced
with the enveloping white and
four rectangles of vermilion,
carefully distributed through-
oul the composition .

ftikhar's "Madonna", seen
al an earlier exhibit of his solo
venture at the Alliance
Francaise, brings in the theme
of motherhood. which has
been attempted in the West
since the days of cave-painting,
and which reached its peak
during the Renaissance.
Iftikhar, back home after his
"conguests” in Paris, has com-
bined the best visual elements
of the East and West, as he Has
been always known to do. A
cow and its call are brought in
like some dramatic geometri
cal forms, with the essential
symbol superimposed in
vermilion. Jet-black dorminates
the other pastel s es,
strokes and lines, but ﬁd'tf
this an optimistic vision pre-
vails. [. personally found
Iftikhar's works more striking
than those of his amicable col-
leagues.

Tribal life of the Chakma’s
which has often been in jeop-
ardy. going by news reports,
and photographs seen at

Folk Singer

urH Raujan Howlader :

—morics of

‘Music’
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"Jojon”, taken by Dr Shahidul
Alam lone of the most recog-
nised authority on photography
in Bangladesh, as 1 under- -
stand). has more often than
not heen the subject of most of
Kanakchampa Chakima's works.
In her "Tribal Life" the artist,
with her light, fantastic and
fairy-like strokes, brings in the

;uccessful and fairly cheap
.nin:"! loom work with its hand
made threads and colours,
which are later sold at much
higher prices at Dhaka to pa-
irons of both local and aver-
sens origin.

The theme is brought in by
intelligent and imagdinative use
of rectangles, lines and twirls
of grey, chrome-yellow, sap-
green and coball-blue, with
impressions of details worked
upon with eontrasting colours,
The fine points of the con-
tours. garments and acces-
the women aress-

e

LRealism

cluded to bring in the integral
grace and selective taste of
folk origin. Sketches and
washes lent a poetic and ethe-
real effect to the piece.

"Folk Singers™ by Khalid
Mahmud Mithu, once again
hark back to the richness of
our folk cultural heritage, a
theme that many of our young
artists are attempting to glo-
rify, at the various art galleries
in Bangladesh. Mithu has
brought in the musicians, with
their dhols and do-tara. Head-
bands, heavy beaded garlands,
amulets, lungis and sari of the
folk singers with an
Impressionistic effect — with
masses of gliding hues, offset
by paler ones in the back-
ground and forefront. The ef-
fect is just not an ivory tower
idyll but an honest clarion call
to preserve our often forgotten
wealth of the past. The theme
of preservation of our natural
environment is also suggested.

Sunil R Howlader, who has
recently won a second prize at
Montana, USA, youngest of all
the painters mentioned in this
piece, and most humorous in
nature, had "Music] as his
prized entry. This contained
two dhols, one leaning against
the other, with a teen-tara in

the background. These and a
walking-stick, insinuating the
essential theme of the devasia-
tion of our ethnic culture, are
presented in a style similar to
the other painters of the
group, except for that of
Iftikharuddin. The musical in-
struments are done in flam-
boyant hues and deft strokes Lo
bring in details. The rest of the
piece is a combination of
Realism and Impressionism.
The artists, all associated
with the "Gallery Tone", defi-
nitely know how to capture the
interest of most viewers, in
Bangladesh, who prefer more
of the conventional element of
combined with
Impressionism, rather than
the departure into Expressio-
nism and the abstract (which
currently glorify the galleries
both in the East and West).
iftikharuddin is an exception
to this-analysis of the grovwp—

[ftikhar Uddin Ahmed .
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"Sudden"’ — Releasmg their Third Album

UDDEN is one of the
top most bands of the
country. Sudden was
1989 in the same
band became a
of BAMBA
(Bangladesh Musical Bands
Association). From the begin
ning of the band. it was a
popular one among the music
lover's of the country. They
released their first album
Achena in 199] It was a very
successful album. Many of the
songs ol this album like —
Nesha Godhuli, Ghumiee Para
Nishiratee. Byshakhee Mela
made an instant hit. Sadden
released their 2nd album
Annesha in 1992 It didn't get
as much acceptance as thetr
previous one. But lew of the
songs from this album like
Shesh Byshakhee Mela Brishii

formed in

year the
member

Jhorey Jal. Obelas. elc. was
appreciated by the music
lovers

Current line up of the band
is Dip — drums, Sazzad — bass,
Nibir — voice, Upal — guitar,
Lenin — kev boards and band
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The Cry

by Faruquddin Ahmed
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leader. With this line up the
band is going to release their
third album during this month
Under BC production; their

third album fitled KAY?7' will
be 1n the market soon
Members of the band are very
hopefull about this album. They
hold an optimistic view Lhat
the music listeners of the
country will like the songs of
this alburn Recently. they have
completed their recording in
16 track recording sysiem at
the Audio Art Studio The
members of the band think
that regardless of age sex and
class people will like their
songs hecause of their differ
ert tune. lyties and compeosi

e
tion.

This album consists of hard
rock, rock n' roll, soft rock.
blues, romantic composition

with exceptional lyries and
tune. The songs of this cas
sette are written by Latiful

(slam Shibli, Bappi Khan, Amit, |

Masud Nayeem, Upal and
Lenin.

Sudden will celebrate the
release of their third album
through a big ceremony Band
leader union Says sudden will
iry to give an exceptional cas
sette each year for the music
lovers of the country. They also
hope to make a contract for
their next cassette very soon
after releasing their third cas-
sette They will bring out a
vider-ad for this album lke

their Hrsl one

Delvmg Deep into the Political
Hlstory of a Nation

BANGI.ADESH: Realities of Democracy and Crises

Author: Nadeem Qadir
' Published by: jNeweed's Work/Academic Publishers
PP: 120 Price: Taka 130

F journalism is a quick lit
erature, journalists are al-
so° the current historians.

|

Nadeem Qadir's maiden
journey in authoring a
significant book on

Bangladesh's quest for democ-
racy and reminiscence of the

. glorious war of independence,

in which his father had em-
braced martyrdom, proves
both the observations correct.
"Bangladesh: Realities of
Democracy and Crises' is a
120-page book which has been
authored by Nadeem recently.
[t seems to me as a brilliant
production that deals with
several important tlopics of
contemporary Bangladesh, in-
cluding a description ol
wriler's persenal experience of
the country's liberation war.
The book, with an attractive
muliti-coloured cover designed
with a picture of 1990's mass
upsurge against Lt Gen.
Ershad. first dwelt on writer's
reminiscence of the liberation
war. In this chapter, Nadeem
has not only portrayed his per-
sonal memories which he still
remembers, the chapter per-

haps is an untold story of his |

motherland which had to go
through a river of blood for
achieving national indepen-
dence from the barbarious
Pakistani occupation.
Nadeem's touching descrip-
tions reminds us of those black
days when thousands of our
patriots were picked up and
butchered by the brutal
Pakistani army, who were
probably entrusted with the
responsibility to save Pakistan
by killing innocent millions.
"On  April 17, 1971, the
sound of boots banging on the
door and uninterrupted door
bell ‘ringing told us that the
hungry dogs had finally found
my father, (who was an army
officer). An army captain who
came along with a large num-
ber of troops in a navy jeep. —
He charged my father as
‘traitor” and took him away at
gunpoint. — lronically, it was
om April 17 that the
Bangladesh government in ex-
ile was formed at the border-

ing Meherpur area.- later
named Mujibnagar”. Young
Nadeem remembers: "We too

were lined up to face a firing
squad when we failed to pro-
duce my father's weapons.
When that threat did not work,
the officer in ¢

ened—T6 take me also wlth
them. My mother cried with
me and said "don’t do that, kill
us all if you want”

Nadeem, his elder sister
and till then an unborn brother
have not seen his father from
that day. Just before the arrest
of his father and the day of his
final disappearance. they also
witnessed the mass killihg on
a hill near their locality in
Chittagong. After that, the
struggle for their survival be-
gan. He wrote afterwards, "As
guns roared and the blood of
freedom fighters further red
dened the soll of Chittagong,
my brother Naweed was born
on April 28. When | saw him
for the first time after two days
I could not believe my eyes —
a minjature of my lost father.
Before 1 could hug him to my
delight, | was quickly whisked
away to safety by Mrs Amin as
the army had again arrived for
a round of inspection!

The writer was only a boy
in 1971, but when he had
grown up as a responsible cit
izen of his sovereéign country
he remémbers the sacrifices of
the valiant freedom fighters,
including that of his proud fa-
ther's. "Sometimes we feel the
war ol liberation has failed and
the sacrifices of the martyr
have gone in vain. Because we
could not achieve the objec
tives of the war and its ideals.

a corruption-free nation
with wealth equally distributed
to all its.people along with full

drm.:-- AEE rights The
writer as apparent from this
chapter, s also for “formal
apology” by Pakistan for its

crimes committed in this soil
in 1971 But Nadeem Qadir's
expectation remained a far cry
because we the Bengalees,
have been failing to demand

ihis as forcefully as it de
servedl, to make us a self re
specting nation. Barring some
'rlpprnrﬂ- to Islamabad from
S0 [Ne anHHdl quariers, no

governments of independent
Bangladesh placed the formal
demand for such an apology
fromm Pakistan. Put | share with
the sentiment of the writer,
that today or temorrow. this
has to be done, at least (o
honour the millons who had
lost their lives

Among the eight chapters

the boek has an importiant
chapter on the campaign
against 1971 s war « riminais

The writer has explained how

the anti liberation and com
munal lorces were rehablid
tated In politics. especially

after the brutal assassinatioh of
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and
through the dropping of
‘secularism’ from the
Constitution. He gave data in
this chapter. showing how the
"Collaborators Ordinance” pro-
claimed on November 30,
1973, provided for the release
of 2,076 prisoners held for al-
leged war crimes from various
jails. Under this ordinance, of
the 30,471 people arrested,
2,848 were brought to trail,
one was sentenced to death
and 752 were sentenced to
different terms. These statis-
tics were included in this
chapter from an authentic
publication, and 1 believe, they
are mostly correct.

Nadeem Qadir then gave a
detail of the backgrounds of
the national campaign to try
Golam Azam as a war criminal
under the banner of a national
committee headed by Mrs.
Jahanara Imam, the late writer
and mother of a martyred
freedom fighter. He also pro-
jected. as a faithful reporter,
the real happenings on the
day. March 26, 1992, when a
'People’'s Court’ tried the fun-
damentalist leader, Golam
Azam, and convicted him with
death sentence lor war crimes.
This portion of the book is just
the narration or a chronology
of events including the ad-
verse reactions from the gov-
ernment of prime minister
Begum Khaleda Zia about the
whole exercise. In this chap-
ter, he included various com-
ments and statements of dif-
ferent political leaders. which
can be used as reference.

Nadeem, in this chapter,
also called for soul-searching,
asking himself, "Do we lack
patriotism?” Analysing the un
fortunate reactions [rom the
government and some political
parties, including the Jamaat-
e-Islami, the party which op-
posed the liberation, Nadeem
asks: "And this is a shame for
us, because we have let this
man (Azam) stay here for so
long and when his appoint-
ment carhe (as Dejuri Ameet of

we failed Lo ac!

his party)}.
quickly to ensure that such «
man, allegedly a war criminal.
is taken to task. Nazi war crim-
inals are being punished even
today after 46 years, then why
cannot Azam and his gang be

tried?” By raising this perti-
nent question. Nadeem must
have echoed the sentiments of
his generation.

Several other chapters have
been devoted in this book to
narrate Nadeem's personal ex-
perience as a reporter to ex-
plain the events of downfall of
Gen. Ershad, who ruled
Bangladesh for nine years. and
also his personal acquaintances
with some national leaders.

As a reporter of BSS news
agency he has come to touch
with many important political
personalities, and his experi-
ence as a journalist, which he
narrated in his book. might be
of use for the students of poli
tics. Nadeein later joined the
Dhaka bureau of AFP as a
Special Correspondent., and
this new assignment favoured
him more to watch closely the
fall of Gen. Ershad through a
mass movement in 1990, "It
was possibly my luck that the
campaign tor democracy or
more popularly the "Oust-
Ershad Campaign’ toock a seri-
ous turn when | joined AFP,
he wrote. As a faithful corre-
spondent he wrotle a chronol-
ogy of events of the downifall of
Ershad from his own experi-
ence and examined the situa-
tion. In fact, the hook Nadeern
Qadir. wrole devoted mostly 1o
the campaign lor democracy of
the early nineties, during
which period Gen. Ershad
tried in vain to hold on to
POWET.

Examining army's role dur-
ing the 'Oust Ershad
Campalgn'. the journalist
wrote, "As the opposition
campaign gathered heat, the
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military probably, worried
about public wrath or a blood-
shed in opposing the campaign
against Ershad, in a surprise
move on November 18 ap
pealed lo the angry political
parties to call off their 48-hour
strike as it coincided with the
armed forces day”. The main-
stream opposition obliged and
announced quickly that they
would instead go for a 24-hour
stoppage.

In the chronology., Nadeem
also wrote, this was the "first
contact between the Army and
the opposition parties
prompting questions on the
actual motive behind the ap-
peal, some attributing it to a
step to tackle the growing un-
rest by indicating their soften-
i starndd towards the pa-h'ti{ al
grovipes Aand others ohserved
ihat it was an attemnpt 1o woo
the publid to avold any unfore
seen situation” Suggesting that
the <rsuy had a definite role in
the f{inal phase ol the move-
ment. he wrote quoting
seneral Nooruddin Khan, the
then Chief of Staff, that "The
army had expediled and coop-
erated in the pin-democracy
campa'gn”., According to
Nadeem, some officers ac-
cused Ershad of planning to
make the army unpopular.
“General Ershad shrewdly un-
dertook a plan. showing high
spend.ag or defence specially
for luxury-items, to eisure that
army was mode unpopular as
well as cornered and .. the
continued o sup, '
spite public *+.,

Among thic eigh* o .
the "Role of the Pre-s anc it-
aftermath” is an importar
one, in which Nade-y ap
lyzed the role of the press i
the aftermath of Ershad’'s fall
He truely remarked that th
media never accepte
President Ershad, vciting ar
example that the journalis: -
did not allow the military rule
to visit even the national press
club. The book has alsc con
tained a chapter or !
Burmese refugees po.rin
into Bangladesh scon afte
Begum Khaleda Zia tock over
as an elected Prime Minisier.

Despite the publication be
ing an important one, the book
possibly lacks cohesion, and il
appeared to me that some of
the chapters should he
have been dropped to give |
book a more cohesive ¢!
But such limitations, pos-i!
in editing and planning apart
Nadeem's first venture In au
thoring the book in English is
praiseworthy. The language of
the book is lucid.

Haroon Habib

[ Viewing Video

by Lenin Gani

d The Tind of &=rmews-—_discipline

wants to understa
n ' -
paper reporter on the

trail of a sensational story then
watch the dynamic duo of Julia
Roberts and Nick Nolte in the
comedy /thriller I: Love
Trouble.

Peter Bracket (Nick Nolte)
is a veteran journalist turned
columnist for The Chicago
Chronicle who is too busy
writing novels and appearing
in TV chat-shows but one day
quite by accident he has to
cover a train mishap. At the
scene, he meets Sabrina
Peterson [(Julia Roberts] who
works for the rival Chicago
Globe. Bracket is a real male
chauvinist. Peterson is deter-
mined to show she is not just a
pretty face. Her first report
caiches Brackel totally by sur-
prise. This fires him up and he
responds with a hard-hitting
story. In this way the two are
consumed in a tit for tat match

‘with each person trying to

outscoop the other. Their ri-
valry continues for the first
half of the film. During their
investigation they discover one
of the passengers was carrying
microfilm on a secret formula
that some persons would kill
to get their hands on. Bracket
decides to extend Peterson
the olive branch because to get
to the bottom of the story they
must pull their resources.
After they join forces the
lempo of the film picks up
with Bracket and Peterson get-
ting imvolved in plenty of
thrills and spills right up to
the very end.

The film owes a lot to an
excellent script by Nancy
Meyers and Charles Shyer.
Let s just hope they can pro-

duce more in the future

Bill Rago (Danny De Vito]
has a precarious task indeed
when he has to teach a group
of US army recruits in Penny
Marshall's Renaissance Man.
Rago is supposed to be a suc-
vessful and campaigner but
after losing an important client
he loses his job and is forced
to look for work at an em-
ployment agency Reluctantly,
he accepts a position to teach
English at an army training
centre It takes time for him to

settle in, but after ironing out
the initial problems he hits it
ofl with his students Rago de-
cides to teach Willam Shakes-
peare's Hamlet. However. the
student's drill sergeant
(Gregory Hines) doesn't show

much enthusiasm arguing that
and not only
literature can only mould a

.

mar. The students prove him
wrong. The unity of the group
is almost broken when omne
member is expelled.

Hats off to Penny Marshall
for yet another big hit. The
story is simple though is as
good as her last production A
League Of Their Guwn.

ENGLISH

NAME TYPE CAST
. 1 Love Trouble (Com/Thriller) Julia Roberts/
Nick Nolte
2 Pulp Fiction (Action /Com) John Travolta/
Bruce Willis
3. Renaissance Man (Comedy) Danny DeVito
4. Terminal Velocity (Act /Thriller) Charlie Sheen
5  Cactus Jack (Com /Western] Kirk Douglas/
Arnold
Schwarrenegger
6 Em&)t' An Angel (Drama) John Travolta
7. Little Giants (Comedy) Rick Moranis
8 Wes Craven's New (Horror)
Nightmare
9 Tnal By Jury (Dramal Willlam Hurt
10. Newer Cry Woll (Adv)
(Walt Disney)
11. Blank Man (Comedy) Robin Givens
12. Gone Are The Dayes (Comedy]

(Walt Disney|
13 Automatic

(Sc. Fiction)

Oliver Gruner/

Daphne
Ashbrook
14, Oblivion (")
15 Ernest Goes To School (Comedyl
16. Getting In iMurder /Thriller}
17 Striking Peint (Spy /Thriller)
18, Dead Badge (Police /Thriller)
19 They Whao Dare |Action] Dirk Bogarde
HINDI
NAME TYPE CAST
I Andas Apna Apna fRom /Comedy! Amir Khan/
Di: Raj Kumar Santoshi Salman Khan/
Mus - Tushar Bhatia Raveena /
Kartshma/ Shakt
Kapoor

2 Heta Ho To Aisa (Sociall Govinda/ Versha /
™ C P Dixit Gulshan Groover
Mus | Ravindra Jain

3 Suhaag {Rom / Action) Ajay / Nagma /

D Kuku Kohili Akshay Kumar/
Mus = Anand Milind Karishma

4  Yaar Gaddar |Action) Mithun/ Sail Ali/

i U/mesh Mehra Prem Chopra/

Mus @ Amu Malik

Source

Filim Fair Video and other clubs.




