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For Strong Japan-B

ASHED Ahmed. the new-
R lv-appointed ambassador

of Bangladesh, is ready
for the challenge.

“For a professional diple-
mal. when you go 0 a country,
vou go with a commitment to
develop friendship. to look at
the positive, that is not to say
that we would not look at the
reality. but we would like to
build on the positive in a coun-
try If you go with a critical
mind. it is difficult to bulld on,
because you will be psvchologi-
cally confiitioned.

“Any individual, any edu-
cated person and any nation
has a moral obligation to con-
tribute to better understanding
of different people.”

Japan is the latest in the
impressive list of Ahmed's
postings. A former lecturer in
political science at Dhaka
University. Ahmed, has served
in Paris, Switzerland,
Yugoslavia, Vienna and Cairo to
name just a few. North-South
dialogues in Manila, the open-
ing of Bangladesh's first mis-
sion in Yugoslavia. followed by
the mission in Kuwalt and par-
tcipation in the Non-Aligned
Summit in Havana; all have
been part of the fabric of his
diplomatic experience

Having alrived in August to
take up his new Tokyo post,
Ahmed considers Japan one of
the most challenging posts for
any ambassador because of
Japans formidable economic
status. Yet with a 27-year his-
tory in diplomatic circles, he
ts more than qualified to
comment on the state of
Japanese-Bangladesh relations.

After the 1971 war of liber-
ation when "democratic aspi-
rations were answered by bul-
lets.” and the birth of
Bangladesh, Japan played an
important part in extending
goodwill toward the fledgling
nation, he says. The conceptual
building block for Bangladesh-

by Patrick Markey

Bangladesh's newly appointed ambassador to Japan,
Rashed Ahmed, talks to the Asahi Evening News, Tokyo

Japan relations was Japans

early recognition of the

Bangladesh state and the assis-
tance in the reconstruction of
a new. but ravaged, nation. On
this solid cornerstone of
goodwill, says Ahmed. Japan
and Bangladesh have built a
relationship of common be-
liefs.

"Japan and Bangladesh ham:
a shared visibn of a peaceful
non-nuclear. equitable world
order. Japan is against war,
against conflict. against any
form of domination. And so
Bangladesh stands for a non-
nuclear, war-free world.

"We find that we have a
shared vision and we realize
clearly that to achieve devel-
opment, to achieve the goals of
giving at least some quality of
life to our people — because
poverly is a grim issue — it
can only be done in an envi-
ronment of peace and stabil-
itv.” he says.

- However,

the wider

framework of international re-
lattons and economic dispari-
ties, it is perhaps the guestion
of financial aid that draws most
attention to Bangladesh. A vet-
eran of Nerth-South dialogue.
Ahmed is resolute in empha-
sizing differences over this
complex issue.

"We feel very strongly that
aid is not charity. The feeling
in some of the developed
countries... that they are paying
for this, that they would like
particular behaviour in return.
is something that we find very
difficult to accept. Every edu-
cated person knows that when
a country gives aid purely out
of charity. there is some en-
lightened self-interest, there
is interdependence. So when
we get assistance, it may not
always be used in a way that
the developed countries would
Vike aid to be utilized, without

any imperfection. If everything
was executed on time in
Bangladesh, if every thing was
absolutely perfect then we
would not be a developing
country. we would be sitting
among the ranks of the rich.”

Like other countries hin-
dered by natural disasters and
socio-economic problems,
Ahmed says that the "modicum
of success” that Bangladesh has
achieved receives little atten-
tion.

"Whatever we do, the prob-
lem persists that our modest
achievements are not given
credit, and sométimes issues
which dg not exist, like fun-
damentalism, are given more
air. In a world torn by ethnic

and religious strife, Bangladesh

has been basically an oasis of
peace and stability. It is a
beautiful tapestry of different
cultures, civillzations and re-
gions. but out of a nation ol
120 million, you will always
find a few people wanting to
get up on the rooftops, but that
doesn't mean we have all be
come militants.”

The successes Ahmed
refers to are development of a
“formidable opposition” In a
democratic parliament, press
reedom. expansion in primary
education. successful popula
tion control, and “sell-suffi-
ciency in food, no mean feal
for a country of 120 milllon.”
Ahmed also refers to the World
Bank commendations of
Bangladesh's macro-economic
management

Within the framework of
Japanese relations these
achievements have been sym
bolized in a series of friend-
ship bridges, the latest of
which is the large Jamuna
Bridge project.

In his capacity as ambas-
sador, Ahmed alms to promate
not only projects such as im-
provement of transport to the
capital, Dhaka, and the mod-
ernization of airport and har-
bour facilities in Chit
but also to present B-ungjade:h
in a larger context.

"What is the totality of the
Bangladeshi people? What are
the aspirations? What are we
seeking and hoping for in a
partnership? It is not like a re-
lationship between donor and
receiving country: that would
be too narrow a description of
my role. | would like the
Japan-Bangladesh relationship
to acquire a wider dimension
and depth., to have not only
trade and economic coopera-
tion, but also cultural, intellec-
tual content and greater ex
changes at all levelg.”

Courtesy : The Asahi
Evening News
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SOCIOLOGICAL FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Durkheim and the Division of Labour

by Anita Aparna Muyeed

MILE Durkheim. born
E in April 1858 in the
Vosges region ol East-
ern France. was one of the first

philosophers who talked
extensively about the "science
of morality”. He tactfully

connected the phenomenon of
morality with sciente by using
vivid organic metaphors. and
hv describing the operations of
society like the functions of a
hochy

Durkhéim noticed a pro-
gression of societies from a
pre-modern to a modern stage.
He spoke of this transition in
terms of mechanical to or-
ganic solidarity; from a less
complex to a more complex
infrastructure. His theory of
societal evaluation is based on
the foundations of the
Darwinian theory of evolution,
and runs parallel to it. Like the
development and progression
of simple unicellular organisms
to complex organisms, he
portrayed a resemblance and
interconnected this phenom-
ena to the development and
progression- of societal moral-
Ity.

in pre-modern society, he
helleved, there was very little
personal diversity in beliels.
He named this type of collec-
live consciousness, mechanical
solidarity. Individuals in this
kind of solidarity all resembled
one another. Since soclety
lived and acted within each
person. there was nothing
personal and distinct about the
individuals. They were merely
collective beings. He compared
mechanical solidarity . to
‘molecules of inorganic bodies”
that could only bond in one
way and could not move as a
whole for they lacked any
movemnent of their own.

Where collective conscious-
ness was strong, punishment
also would be very passionate.
He judged that repressive jus-
tice would be characteristic of
mechanical solidarity. In this
type of society, any sign of dif-
ference would be translated
into a potential threat against
the common conscience, and
as a consequence would be
crushed. In such emwiron-
ments,. Individuality would
have a meagre chance to sur-
vive or even to rise.
Iindividualism. at the most,
could only be absorbed into the
collective personality or cov-
ered by it. Durkheim believed
that where the state of law
would thus be wholly repres-
sive, it would spontaneously

prove itself o be a lower form
of soctety.

As traditional moral beliefs
declined. a new prototype
soon emerged. As all the other
ideologies and customs as-
sumed less and less religious a
character, the individual, him-
self. became the object of a
sort of religion. Durkheim per-
ceived soclety moving towards
a different type of solidarity,
where collective pergonality
slowly faded and became
weaker and vaguer. With this,
the growth of individual con-
sciousness had commenced.

‘on the other

Durkheim made clear the fact
that as individualism would in-
crease, collective conscious-
ness could only work inversely
and decreasey His reasoning
was that they could not possi-
bly grow in opposite direc-
titons. Mechanical solidarity.
implied that the individuals
resembled one another. The
newer one, brganic solidarity,
hand assumed
that they had personalities that
were different from one an-
other, and that each had their
x |

own “sphere of action”. As a
consequence, labor was soon
divided up. and became more
and more specialized. This re-
sulted in people depending
more intensely upon society
and upon each other,

As individuality grew throu-
gh division of labour, soclety
became more effective and
“mobile”. for in this type of
society individuals could
"move” by themselves. Durkhe-
im mnamed this kind of
solidarity, organic. He com-
pared it to the composition of
higher animals : each organ
had more and more special-
ized functigns to manipulate

-the movements of the larger

organism with more ease and
success. The structure of soci-
gties where organic solidarity
was preponderant was consti-
tuted not by the replication of
similar elements, but by a net-
work of different organs, com-
prising of differentiated parts,
with specific roles. They were
coordinated and interdepen-
dent to one another around a
central body.

With the emergence of the
division of labour, individuals
were no longer grouped and
formed in terms of blood or
ancestral relationship. They
were distributed according to
their profession and devotion :
the nature of their social activ-
ities. According to Durkheim's
ideology, people had to be sat-
isfied with their work. When
natural talents coincided with
social interests. social har-
mony would follow. (If this
wasn't met, anomie could en-
sue.] The pursuit of one's own
interests and the procéss of
cooperating with other indi-
viduals, would lead to the dis-
covery of their interdepen-
dence,

Moreover, Durkheim spoke
of the emergence of contracts.
He believed that contracis
helped increase specialization
and existed because they em-
bodied a large moral ideal.
Society not only shaped peo-
ple's moral responsibilities,
but also assumed that all
source of solidarity was moral.
Anything that created a sense
of belonging. beyond one's ego,
made one move as a whole in a
meaningful way. Thus, contrac-
tual solidarity did not merely
reflect people’'s egoistic, bene-
ficial interests (in which case,
it would render them very un-
stable), but expressed a moral
code of selflessness and coop-
eration. Contracts best exem-
plified organic solidarity, be-
cause they expressed coopera-

tion. compromise and rational
criticism.

Contracts, Durkheim al-
firmed. were based on individ-
ualism and diversity. Thus. he
concluded that rational eriti-
cism was essential in binding
people together in a society
where the division of labour
and organic solidarity pre-
vailed. It was essential that
people adapt rational criticism
(which was lacking in mechan-
ical solidarity) in order to re-
spect different collective in-
terests, and promote the

growth of a specialized society.

In the making of a contract.
the parties involved partici-
pated in a common task and
exchanged with one another.
This exchange not only pre-

supposed the division of labour
between functions, but also
presupposed duties and be-
liefs. It assumed an idea of jus-
tice and individual responsibil-
ity as well as'a harmony of
functions. Moreover, contrdcts
were based in law. Durkheim
believed that people created
laws collectively. This tied in
his belief that li . (when
people are not dependent on
outside forces and subjected to
whims of others, but depen-
dent on their own wants) is
determined by the law.

He believed that the more
advanced societies were, the
more they embodied and de-
veloped the division of labour.

He saw this differentiation as a
natural progressiensMoreover,
he believed that the ties that
bonded people to soclety
through common beliefs and
sentiments were much weaker
than those resulting from the
division of labour. The more
societies evolved, the stronger
the sense of thelr unity. He
perceived a society embracing
organic solidarity as the most
harmonious, productive and
successful. Yet. Durkheim be-
lieved that societies had not
reached their full potential of
organic solidarity. He affirmed
that morality had not devel-
oped to the extent which is
necessary for absolute har-
mony, and believed that the
division of labour produced
alienation enly in abnormal,
dysfunctional circumstances.-

Alienation. was something
that developed when individu-
als failed to Integrate as part of
a proper and efficient group.
He insisted that anomie or

alienation did not result from

institutional dominion and that
it was not related to class
struggles, as Karl Marx had,
but simply stemmed from the
fact that people were not suffi-
ciently integrated in a social
milieu. Anomie reflected a lack
of social solidarity. It would be
overcome naturally with the
specialization and develop-
ment of the division of labour.

People needed (o experience
a sense of shared morality and
community. He postulated that
-individuals should not be seg-
regated from each other, but

be aware of and in contact with
their neighbours. The division
of labour does not imply indi-
viduals to stand isolated and
absorbed in their own work.
On the contrary. it implies that
they do not lose sight of those
cooperating with them. In

order to facilitate this type ol

cooperation and understand-
ing, Durkheim spoke ol occu-
pational groups. These diverse
groups merged and created a

sense of belonging and moral
. activity in adcordance to social

funciions and ideals. They
helped bring the ideals ol the
state closer to the isolated’ in-
dividual without exerting con-
trol over them.

Durkheim acknowledged
the kind of anomie that could
result in work. Tension was
created if workers did not
whole-heartedly accept the
status assigned to them; and
especially if they were florced
to accept positions due to lack
of choices. He insisted that in-
creased individualism and spe-
cialization would overcome
anomie, It allowed the worker
lo participate in a larger con-
text. to see what others were
doing. and to appreciate the
work as a whole. Durkheim be-
lieved that as labour would be-
come more specialized, it
would contain more emotjional
resonance. for the worker
would perceive himself as part
of a lafger svstem. As a conse-
guence, he would place impor-
tance on his contribution.
Durkheim assumed that it
would be enough for people to
see that their ractions had a
higher objective. They would
thus feel useful, and would
know that their actions had a
meaninginl goal.

HAN-1-KHANAN a

of Emperor Shahjahan,
was overwhelmed at the beauty
of Darbar-i-Khas bulilt by
Emperor Shahjahan. In that
moment of ecstatic joy and
surprise he delivered an effu-
sive poetic judgement instan-

tly.

‘Agar Ferdaus bar ruye
Jaminast

0O haminast., haminast
haminast’

Had there been a Paradise
on earth,

it should be here, here and
here

Khan-i-Khanan, unfortuna-
tely for him. did not visit Feni
to lmiprove his poetic ideas on
paradise. Another poet, Halfiz,
invited troubles for him when
e wanted to barter away
Samarkhand and Bokhara for a
beauty spot on the cheek of his
beloved:

‘Agar an Turkey Shirqgji
Badast arad dil-e-mara
Bakhale-hindbash baksham
Samarkhand ba-Bokharara.”

If the beauty with black
spot on her cheek touches my
heart by her own hand. | may
present Samarkhand and
Bokchara to her’.

Haflz had to apologise to
Timurlane for such expressed
wish to give away some one
else's estate for love.

During my <hildhood when
fictions appeared more cre-
dible than facts, | was told by a
Fenitian (the people of Feni in
the same analogical order as
inhabitants of Venice are
called Venitians) that if God
ever taken a retrogressive
decision to shift paradise on
earth, the site for such eternal
abode of the pious would have
certainly been Feni. They claim
that ecologically, spiritually,
intellectually and materially
Feni is the Ideal place for any
construction of spiritual bias
designed to house the pious
with a licence to get every-
thing tax free till eternity. In
absence of a divine decision,
however, Feni lost its last
opportunity to become an

yet, November 18 is a day

pregnant with thoughts ol
what has been, and what could
have been, had it not, nineteen
years ago, caused the sun to
set i the life of a man who
meant so much to the Muslims
of India. In the passing of Syed
Badrudduja, his people — call
them adherents if you will —
lost more than a corporeal be-
ing. For S}Ted Badrudduja, in

IT is a day, just a day. And

' the state of  politics, tran-

scended the political, and in-
formed his fellow Muslims that
glory was to be had in a com-
bination of principles and a
consciousness of reality. He
brought the erudite into plab.
and with that came the natu-
rally elogquent.

When the sun set in Syed
Badrudduja's life on November
18, 1974, it was the coming of
twilight in the career of a man
who had, in humility and yet
with grit. struggled all his life
for a people who he felt de-
served a better place under
the sun. Today. it is time —
from the vantage point of his-
tory — to observe the essence
of the man . called Syed
Badrudduja.

It is almost a commonplace.,
when a prominent person
passes away, to say that he is
rreplaceable, that his demise
has created a void which can-
not be filled. To some extent
that is often true, but it is re-
ally and absolutely true in re-
gard to the passing away of
Syed Badrudduja. He was the
lone crusader — fighting, suf-
fering and bleeding for the

~emancipation of the millions of

minorities from the ciutches of
oppression.

In the passing away of this
noble soul, the Muslims of In-

"dia lost the most valiant

fighter. They were parted with
a life-long friend, a faithful
companion, a depfndablc

Continued from page 9
Rajshahi a visitor will ind an
awe inspiring eldest archaeo-
logical site on the bank of the
river Korotoa in the district of
Bogra. The 3rd century spec-
tacular archaeological site at
Mahastan is an Imposing lan-
dmark of the Hindu monastery
spread over a semi-circle
radius of five miles. The site is

still held In great sanctity by ’

the Hindu devotees who cele-
brate the colourful bathing
ceremony in mid April every

TOURISM IN m\NGLADE

A visit to Bangladesh a land
of enchanting flora and fauna,
exhilarating golden sandy
beaches, panoramic tea valleys
on the sloping hills, serene

beauty of the unending virgin
forest, meandering streams,

. creeks, rivers and estuaries,

and magnificent archaeological
sites dotting the expanse of

the country — provides a
tourist with unforgettable ex-
periences of joy for years to
come.
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earthly paradise. It is. there-
fore, constrained now to play
its mundane role only on this
earthly dungeon of dew. dust,
drunkards and delinquents

My grand father whose
pocket was picked thrice at
Feni disdainfully dismissed
Feni's right to such divine
dignity. He argued that if God
consigned pickpockets to
dwell in hell eternally, Feni
stood a better chance to
provide site for a hell. My
grand mother, however,
visited the shrine of Pagla Pir
at Feni many times and her
views ran contrary to those of
my grand father. Their nagging
arguments for and against Feni
often disturbed domestic
peace and brought our heme
nearer to hell. They might
have settled their difference in
the other world now.

None knew what her prayer
was about but my grand mo-
ther appeared to be contented
with her visit to the shrine.
God perhaps granted her
prayer. As an obliged and
grateful votary, she felt that
Feni was spiritually suitable to
be called heavenly, if cannot be
elevated to heaven itself. She,
however, did not delineate
other celestial reasons which
could justify Feni's station
above earthliness. .

My uncle, who fought
against the Japarfese on behalf
of the British in the Second
World War invented spiritual
reasons for Feni not having
suffered any Japanese blitzk-
rieg. He claimed that all the
bombs the Japanese planes
dropped in and around Feni
either did not e or hit
wrong targets. He attributed
this to some unearthly
heavenly blessing which Feni
enjoyed.

The British forces defen-
ding Feni, however, rejected
this surreptitious bilateral
spiritual ®* alliance between
British Raj and God for the
defence of Feni. They claimed

comrade and a dedicated
leader who could smilingly
brave all the storms and suffer
from seventh imprisonment
even at the ripe old age of 75.
A deveut and dedicated
Muslim as he had always been,
Syed Badrydduja neither eriti-
cized other religions nor toler-
ated any aspersion on their
revered personalities. In 1940,
an Anglo-Indian member of the
Legislative Council cast serious
and obscene aspersions on the
holy character of Sri Krishna.
Syed Badrudduja rose to the
occasion and faced the music
with fire and furey. He not only
opposed the nefarious remarks
tooth and nail but also pointed

out through a fiery speech that
no true follower of the holy

Prophet Muhammad (SM)
could ever encourage or toler-
ate any attempt at maligning
the great and noble celebrities
of other religions. He peinted
out vehemently that the true
spirit of Islam always de-
nounces and discourages such
heinous conspiracies. Netaji

that Japanese bombs were
badly made to cause ignition to
the explosives and that the
Japanese pilots dropped
bombs off the target to avoid
ground fire which were
ceaseless and unrelenting.

True, a greal saint. Hazrat
Sufi Sadruddin, author of many
works on Sufism lived at Feni.
He was hit by a bullet during
the war and to which he suc-
cumbed. His mertal remains
lay buried few miles off Feni. If
association of these saints and
others heighten the claim of
Feri to achieve some spiritual
dignity of any reckoning. Feni
may rate well above average.
But critics argue that saints

These spiritual backlash
apart, Feni has other claims as
well. It accommodates all
extrermes. The fastest train
from and to the port city of
Chittagong stops at this
Equally, the slowest train on
earth from Belonia to Feni to
Belonia terminates at, and
originates [rom Feni. The
poetic description of leisurely
journey finds its practical
application here. The arrival
and its run are not controlled
by the guard or the engine. It
depends on the mood of the
passengers to remain mobile
or motionless. At school In the
forties, our English teacher,
AySdhya Narayan Lala, comp-
ared all slow moving objects,
man or machine, with engines
of Belonia train. it was slow but
not without poise or pause. As
it runs along green meadows at
both sides., the passengers
change compartments to avoid
the ticket examiner and some
even leave the train to prove
their innocence. Here speed
and stillness change places
without hurting one another.

The first poetic tounsel to

the prestigious and historic
commitiee. :

That the infamous Holwell
Monument in Calcutta, testify-
ing (?) to the so-called "Black

Hole Tragedy’, was removed
through the brave and untiring
efforts of Netaji Subhas Chan-
dra Bose is known to one and
all. But very few of us know

.that Muslims took a very active

part in this historic struggle.
Most of us are also not aware of

by Khondker Raisuddin

Subhas Chandra Bose himsell
congratulated and thanked
Badrudduja for his noble and
courageous effort.

In 1958, he refused to sign:

a document which claimed
that' Kashmir was an integral
part of India. Only the Muslim
members of Lok Sabha, Rajya
Sabha and Bidhan Shavas in
India were asked to sign this

- document. He pointed out that

i

true secularism could never
single out only Muslim mem-
bers and ask them to prove
their allegiance by signing an
illegal, unjust document. While
refuting the charges of anti-

. state activities raised against

him by the then Law Minister
of West Bengal Siddharta
Shankar Roy (later on the
Chief Minister of West Bengal),
he had the guts to declare: "If
love of my religion, my com-
munity and my culture is a
crime, | am a criminal. And |
am proud to be branded so".
Siddharta Sahkar to tender
unconditional apology on the
floor of the house.

In 1962, an Indian record
was set when he was elected
simultaneously to both Lok

‘Sabha and Bidhan Sabha. In

1969, a broad-based commit-
tee was formed to pay a befit-
ting tribute to Mirza Asadullah
Ghalib, the legendary doyen of
Urdu literature on his 100th
birth anniversary. The star
studded Ghalib centenary
comimmittee comprised stal-
warts from vartous walks of life
like Satyajit Roy, Dr Sunit
Kumér Chatterjee, Tarashankar
Bandopaddhaya, Profulla Ghosh,
Humayun Kabir, Vivekananda
Mukhopaddhaya, Hiren Muk-
herjee, Indrejit Gupta, Annada
Shankar Roy and Ashoke Sen.
On the joint proposal of
Profulla Ghosh and Satyajit
Roy, the towering personality
of Syed Badrudduja was
unanimously chosen to head

the fact that after the arrest of
Subhas Chandra Bose on July
2.1940 (on the eve of his pro-
posed march to the Holwell
Monument on July 3), the
mantle fell on Syed Badrud-
duja. Day in and day out he or-
ganised meetingé at the Is-
lamia College campus and also
lgd a mammoth procession to
the Holwell Monument site in
protest of the nefarious asper-

‘ sions of Holwell on Nawab

Siraj-ud-Doula, the revered
hero Bengalee's historical me-
mory. Almost all these meet-
ings at the Islamia College, and
the procession as well, were
mercilessly mauled by the then
British authorities. Although
this eruel and unjust act of the
British regime infuriated Sher-
e-Bangla to_a greal eRtent. i
was the ceaseless efforts and
constant persuasion sl Syed
Badrudduja which were instru-
mental in persuading Sher-e-
Bangla to declare that the
Holwell Monument would be
remaved and the arrested
agitators released.

Had he done nothing spec-
tacular or sensational, even
then he would be remembered
for his scintillating, matchless
command of elogquence in
English, Bengali, Urdu and
Persian. He could breathe fire,
when the occasion demanded,
like an avenging angel, and
warble. when the mood seized
him Mke a refreshing., spar-
kling mountain stream. Sir
Wedgewood Benn compared
his oratory in English with
those of Edmund Burke and
Winston Churchill. The power-
ful weekly "The Blitz" blessed
him with the epithet "Mark
Antony of India" in 1962, Great
orators like VK Khrishna
Menon and Raja Gopal Acharya
eulogised him as the "Edmund
Burke of India’. In Urdu, he
was second to none. Even a

glant like Maulana Abul Kalam

In their ltberal patronage of
language and Hierature the
Fenitians imported generously
words of Persian and Arabic
origin and infused in
language the and
Semitic blood. Fenitians, under
the spell of Aryan

*heredity often replace Bengali

words by Arabic or Persian
ones. Umnder this influence
‘Pani’ becdomes ‘Haani and

Paris ¢ into
e
often refuses to accept phon-
etics of commen run. Phonog-
raphy here enjoys seemingly
uncanny twists and bruises at
the hands of Fenitians. it may
not be common, but creative
and recreative.

Fenitians are accused of
being tall talkers and
mongers. They really are. Who
are not? are news

as well. Who does not

know that Fenitians are the
pioneer news and newspaper
producers? Feni produced
some of our best journalists
many of whom did not possess

th sweet ton aut to play the
courtiers Canute. A
Fenitian achtar prdtrmd sell-
ing kerosene oil to serving a
surrogate press. A deceased
editor of a leading daily
originating from Feni narrated
how he got his first job in the

Public Relations Department of
the then Bengal Government.
His Director one day called
him to his room and congra-
tulated him on his appoint-
ment. Explaining why the ;nn
was offered to him,

Director claimed that the
candidate proved his ability to
say what was not so, convin-
cingly and that was the best

Azad gracefully ackmowledged
him as his equal. Incidentally
he was the only Bangla-speak-
ing person who had the rare
honour of becoming the Presi-
dent of Anjuman-e- -e-
Urdu. His speeches in a
moved and mesmerized all.
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose,
Bidhan Chandra Roy and
Vivekananda Mukherjee ceon-
sidered him to be the "Bipin
Chandra Pal of Modern Age”.
Tagore's appraisal of Badrud-
duja's inimitable oration was
brief but eloquent. He called it
"Bhagabaner Dann® — a gift of
God. "His song will always re-
main”, in the worlds of Sarojini
Naidu,” as fresh as the first
flowers of the springtime and
as enchanting as Lthe music of
moon-lit streams”. |

An intimate friend of Com-
rade Muzaffar Ahmed and Kazi
Nazrul Islam as he was,
Badrudduja played as key role
in the treatment of the rebel
poet. It was through his sin-
cere solicitude, testifies Zul-

- figar' Haider in "Tomar Sham-

rajye Juboraj”, that the treat-
ment of the great poet 'pro-
gressed unhindered at the
Lumbini Park Hospital in Cal-
cutta in the forties. It was also
his sincere gestures which
brought Abdul Alim to Calcutta
for the first time, t‘nabllnthhe
bud with the golden voice Lo

. bloom o a [ull blussom. Palli-

Kavi Jasimuddin, driffing ajm-
lesslv like a root-less h,
also fmmd a decent footin In
life when Badrudduja graged

hitu with a respectable :
Justice Abdus Satlar, later on
the President of Bangladesh,
also had the rare privilege of
being elevated to the post of

- Chief Executive Officer in Cal-

cutta Corporation through the
affectionate help of this salt of
the eartli. No wonder Bauga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man himself eulogised this
dauntless crusader '‘as “great
leader” and very graciously ar-
ranged foreign exchange for
his last rites {Challisha) in De-
cember, 1974, *

Syed Badrudduja lived by
the principle ot political
morality. The politics * of
power. of the Machiavellianism
inherent in the exercise of
authority, was to him all reflec-
tive of a diseased body-politic
of the state. In all the active
years in politics, he never
made it a point to aspire for
political authority. The trap-
pings of power were but in-
significant compared to the
moral authority which flowed
from him — and permeated
the lives of the millions. Which
was why temptations — and
they came in plenty, like-the
presidency of India, minister-
ship in the Union Cabinet and
governorship of West Bengal —
never caused him to stray from
the high ground of intellectual
honesty. As Mayor of Calcutia
in British India, as a Member
of the Lok Sabha for fifteen
years, as a Member of the
islative Assembly for
twenty-five years, Syed
Badrudduja basked in unremit-
ting glory. And then there
were the arrests, the insinua-
tions and the accusations. The

darkening shadows of the day
never quite shifted his zest for
the truth, for the principled
attitude to life and living.



