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11 climbers missing in Nepal: .
team of 11 climbers — nine Germans, a SWwiss and a Sherpa
guide — is missing in the Nepalese Himalayas, the German
embassy said in Kathmandu yesterday, Reuter reports from
Kathmandu.

The team set ofl to climb the 6.091-meire (19 ,980-foot)
Pisang mountain near the huge Annapurna range on Sunday
and was to report back that evening, German embassy attache
Anke Wagner told Reuters.

7 more executed in China: seen

criminals have been executed in the Chinese cities of
Shanghai and Guanzhou for crimes including murder, rape
and theft. reports said, according to AFP from Beijing.

Three were executed on Wednesday in the southern city of
Guanghzhou, including Li Lun, 37, who was found guilty of
murdering seven people and seriously injuring one, raping
one women and stealing, the Yangcheng Evening News said.
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Ecuador's army chief, 9 others die:
The head of Ecuador's army, General Miguel Iturralde, died
on Wednesday night along with nine other officers when his
helicopter crashed in the jungle, an army spokesman said,

Reuter reports from Quito.

Army Colonel Alberto Molina said eight people survived the
accident. "We don’'t have all of the details at this time, but we
understand bad weather was Lhe cause of the accident.. we
have recovered the body of General Iturralde and those in-
jured are being flown to Quito.” Molina said.
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Egnyptlan leader shot dead: s
terrorist police killed the new leader of the outlawed Jamaa
Islamiyaa's armed wing, Ahmed Hassan Abde] Galil, in a raid
on his desert hideout in southern Egypt. the Interior Ministry
announced yesterday, AFP reports from Cairo.

He was shot when the police came under fire as they
moved in to arrest him near Aswan in an operation carried
out during the last several days, the ministry said, without
giving an exact date.
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Chinese dissident Jﬂ]led: Chinese autho-
rities have sentenced another dissident to three years in a
labour camp, the latest in a growing list of dissidents
sentenced this year without trial, his wife was repofted on
Thursday as saying, AP reports from Hong Kong.

Lu Honglai. who already had been jailed in 1981 for pub-
lishing underground pro-democracy magazines, was Semn-
tenced last month for emigrating illegally, his wife, Li Jiyan,
told the newspaper Eastern Express.

Tlliteracy problem for China: vor

women are educaled in China now, but the problem of

illiteracy remains a major problem, a newspaper reported

yesterday, AFP says from Shanghai.

The Wen Hui daily reported that 96.9 per cent of girls
aged 7 to 11 go to school, while the number of female stu-
dents in colleges and universities totals 852,000 — 30.87
times more than in 1947.

Indian rockets ready for trials:

dia has developed a surface-to surface artillery rocket system
which is ready for trials, the Press Trust of India (PTI) said
on Wednesday, AFP reports from New Delhi.

The system can fire 12 rockets in less than 40 seconds
and has a range of 40 kilometres (25 miles), the news agency
guoted sources at the Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO] as saying.

UN accused of torturing Iraqis:

Primme Minister Mahathir Mohammad, known for his
outspoken ways, accused the United Nations Wednésday of
torturing Iraqis by nidintaining an economit embargo against
Baghidad. AP reports from Kuala Lumpur.

He said the West may feel that President Saddam Hussein
of Iraq is oppressing his people. But the United Nations also
is “oppressing, forcing and torturing” the Iragis just because
the West has been unable to bring down the Iragqi
Government, he added.
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Polls held in Sikkim, Goa: swm and
Goa, two of India's smallest states voted on Wednesday in the
first of a series of regional polls likely to provide a pointer to
general elections due in March 1996, Reuter reports from
New Delhi

Sikkim. on the flanks of the Himalayas, and Goa, a lush va-
cation area of tropical beaches, are both ruled by Prime

Minister PV Narasimha Rao's Congress Party.

6 Sikhs tﬂl't'l.II'Ed to death: si sin

militants previously reported to have died while trying to
escape form a high-security prison in north India were
actually tortured to death for protesting corruption in jail, a
daily alleged on Wednesday, AFP reports from New Delhi.

The Telegraph said the six rebels, reportedly shot dead
during a jailbreak in Pilibhit. in the state of Uttar Pradesh.
were killed by guards for raising the issue of venal warders.

Pak-RllSSia talkﬂ NOV 27: A Russian

delegation is planning to visit Pakistan on November 27 for
preliminary talks on selling Sukhol Su-27 combat planes to
Islamabad. Pakistani sources said on Wednesday, AFP reports
from Islamabad

The talks could mark a change in policy with Russia pursu-
ing procurement talks with the Pakistani air force despite
Moscow's traditionally stronger relations with New Delhi.

US may sell jets to L. America: s

Defence Secretary William Perry on Wednesday opened the
door to a possible sale of advanced fighter jets to Latin
America and said he will discuss the sale of tanks to Brazil
and missiles to Argentina this week, Reuter reporis from
Maraus

Perry made a brief refueling stop at this Amazon jungle city
in northwestern Brazil at the start of a six-day South
American trip to improve US military ties with Brazil and
Argentina

"How We Die' wins US Book Award: »

meditation on death wen the non-fiction prize at the US
Mational Book Awards on Wednesday  beating out four other
finalists. including a controversial new book about US
Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas. AP reports from
New York

The winning book was “How We Die: Reflections on Life's
Final Chapter,” by Sherwin B Nuland Willam Gaddis won his
second fiction award for A Frolic of His Own,” and James
Tate won ithe poetry award for the "Worshipful Company of

SARA.JEVO, Nov 17: Rene-
gade Muslims allied with Serbs
surrounded a government-held
town in northwest Bosnia. the
United Nations said today.
Bosnian government officials
appealed for UN and NATO
protection. reports AP.

UN officials said Muslims
loyal to former warlord Fikret
Abdic crossed from their
refuge in neighbouring Croatia
and joined a Bosnian Serb of-
fensive against government
forces in the complicated
northwest corner of Bosnia.

UN spokesman L. Col. Tim
Spicer said the Muslim rene-
gades had advanced several
kilomters (miles}] and were
surrounding the town of Velike
Kladusa, Abdic's former
stronghold.

"They still have not cap-
tured it," Spicer said. "Heavy
fighting is ongoing.”

Shelling also was heard on
Thursday morning from ‘the
suburbs southwest of the capi-
tal, Sarajevo, where govern-
ment soldiers and besieging
Bosnian Serbs have exchanged
heavy mortar fire in recent
weeks.

Spicer said Serbs fired
three mortar rounds from the
suburb of Ilidza in violation of a
ban on such weapons around
Sarajevo.

The Bosnian army booted
Abdic and his troops from the

== [nternational assss
Renegade Muslims join Serb offensive

northwest corner of Bosnia.
known as the Bihac pocket, in
August. Last month, the
Bosnian army broke out of the
Bihac pocket to the south and
east and drove into Serb-held
territory.

They were unable to hold
their gains, and fighting con-
tinues as government soldiers
attempt to stabilise their lines.

Bosnian government offi-
cials on Thursday appealed for
UN and NATO intervention in
an apparent bid to bolster
their troops positions.

Bihac is among six "safe ar-
eas” declared by the United
Nations in 1993, and NATO
could be asked to launch
airstrikes to protect it. ,

President Alija I[zetbegovic

urged the UN Security Council |

to take immediate action to
halt a "massive attack” on the
Bihac region by Serbs from
Bosnia and Croatia, and Abdic's
forces.

Prime Minister Haris Sila-
jdzic urged that the United
Nations declare Bihac an area
free of all heavy weapons.

- Jadranko Prlic, defence
minister of a new federation of
Bosnian Croats and Muslims,
said the Muslim-led Bosnian
government army and Bosnian
Croat militias could hold the
lines around Bihac.

But he demanded the
United Nations allow Croatia to

retaliate against any attatks
from Serb-held territory on’
the Bihac defenders. |

UN officials in Sarajevo said
privately that it appeared the
government was eager for UN
and NATO action against the
Serbs before its army loses its
last positions on strategic high
ground on the Grabez plateau
-northeast of Bihac.

Another UN spokesman,

ﬂ“rech U soldier ins

#.

ects the area around Krupac, a

Maj. Herve Gourfmelon, re-
ported about 100 artillery and
mortar rounds in and around

Vellka Kladusa. He reported
heavy concentrations ol gov-

ernment troops there, indicat-
ing that it probably would not
be abandoned without a bitter
fAght.

Gourmelon also reported
heavy fighting on Wednesday
and overnight on the Grabez

demilitarised zone (DMZ) on Mount Igman on Wednesday.
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Pak students on hunger strike
to protest quota system

KARACHI, Nov 17: Several
students were hospitalised to-
day on the fifth day of a hunger
strike against the admission
policy of medical colleges in
southern Sindh Province, re-
ports AFP.

The condition of some of
the 45 hunger strikers has de-
teriorated., doctors said. The
group includes 33 female stu-
dents, most of them in their
late teens.

The protesting students
passed their pre-medical ex-
aminations with distinction,
but could not obtain admission
to medical colleges because of
a quota system that reserves a
certain number of seats in col-
leges for non-urban applicants.

One of the hospitalised
women, Rizwana Niaz. told AFP
that the admission policy un-
der the quota system was de-
priving qualified Karachi stu-
dents from getting admission

to colleges in their own city.

‘where mlmost all major profes-

sional colleges are state-run.

Under the existing quota
policy. a student from rural
Sindh gets preference over ur-
ban-based students, even with
lower grades.

" The hunger strikers have

‘set up a makeshift camp in the

heart of the city where a few
are receiving intravenous glu-
cose. All of them are now
showing the strain of their

vigil.
Yeltsin's Press
. Secy resigns

MOSCOW, Nov 17: Russian
President Boris Yeltsin's chief
press aide, Vyacheslav
Kostikov, announced today that
he had resigned at the request
of the Kremlin leader. reports
Reuter.

Several opposition leaders
have visited their camp. but

- the provincial government has

not yet responded. Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto is
scheduled to address the con-
vocatiop of the city's largest
private medical university on
Saturday.

This is the second strike by
students in recent weeks. An
earlier group of students who
staged a similar protest were
admitied into local medical
colleges.

The guota system regarding
government jobs and admis-
sion to state universities and
colleges has been a major
source of discored between
the MQM and the PPP.

The MQM. which repre-
sents Urdu-speaking migrants
from mdia after the 1947 par-
tition of the subcontinent,
draws its support from the ur-

" ban centres of Karachi and Hy-

derabad.

Former KGB spy
Rupp jailed

DUESSELDORF, Germany,
Nov 17: Rainer Rupp. the
former KGB spy who gave away
more secrets than any other
convicted West German
traitor., was sentenced on
Monday to 12 years in prison,
reports AP.

Rupp. known by the code-
name "Topaz.” had admitted
handing over NATO alliance
strategies, codes and military
preparedness plans to his East
German communist handlers
while working at NATO head-
quarters in Brussels. He was
given a year in prison flor every

| vear he spied — from 1977 to

1989. when he was arrested.

His wife, British-born Ann-
Christin. received a 22-month
suspended prison sentence for
aiding Rupp in his espionage
uander the code-name
"Turquoise.”

The prosecution had asked
for a 15-yearn sentence - for
Rupp. who confessed immedi-
ately after his arrest in the

| summer of 1993,

Lanka plans sweeping

- changes in army

COLOMBO, Nov 17: Sri
Lanka's new government plans
sweeping changes in the coun-
iry's military system, with
President Chandrika Kumara-
tunga assuming the post of
defence minister, official se
urces here said yesterday.
reports AFP.

Kumaratunga was likely to
appoint as secretary to the
Defence Ministry; a senior civil
servant, deviating from the
usual practice of giving the top
job to a retired military officer,
the sources, said

“There is going to be a
cleanup, even the structure of
the organisation might change.
The government Yhinks it is
hetter to have a professional
administrator rather than a
retired general running the
show,” the source said.

The defence establishment
in the country has been
plagued by allegations of kick
backs in purchasing equip-
ment, weapons and ammuni-
tion to fight separatist Tamil
Tiger guerillas in the island's
northeast.

information Minister Dhar
masiri Senanayake declined
comment on reports that the
present Defence Secretary,
Hamilton Wanasinghe, a reti-
red five-star general, was to be
replaced shortly

"Yes, some changes will be
made, but | cannot confirm or
deny if General Wanasinghe or
the IGP (Inspector General of
Police Frank de Silva) will be

removed.” Senanayake told re-
porters after yesterday's cabi-
net meeting.

Kumaratunga, who became
president as well as the com-
mander-in-chief of the armed
forces on Saturday, has been
critical of the military high
command and has described
military leaders as a "govern-
ment unto themselves.”

"The previous governfnent
did not have sufficient control
over its armies

"As you know, most armies
prefer war to peace. Not the
soldiers at the base, but those
who are in Colombo at the
top,” Kumaratunga said in a re
cent interview.

Delhi urged to
stop arms
shipment to LTTE

COLOMBO, Nov 17: Sri
Lanka has asked neighbouring
India to intercept a suspected
arms shipment to the island's
separatist Tamil Tiger gueril-
las, official sources here said
yesterday, reports AFP

The consignment. believed
to be 10 tonnes of arms and
explosives, was coming Wom
an undisclosed Black Sea por
for the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE] the
sources guoted a National
Intelligence Bureau (NIB) re

port as saying
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before the final tomorrow They are here as part of the

Iman

— AFP photo

govt seeks UN, NATO protection‘

plateau, but said the, United
Nations had no reports of any
shifts in the front lines.

War broke out in Bosnia in
April 1992 when minority
Serbs rebelled against a vote by
Muslims and Croats to leave
Serb-led Yugoslavia. An esti-

mated 200,000 people are

dead or missing, and Serbs
control about 70 per cent of
the republic.
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Huge radioactive

waste unearthed
in Chi

BELJING, Nov 17: Environ

mental protection workers in
northeast China have un

I earthed 240 tons of radioactive

waste that was buried for more
than 20 years, an official
newspaper said on Thursday in
a call for better handling of
dangerous imdustrial waste
reports AF.

The China Youth News said
the waste posed a grave health
hazard because it could dam
age bones and reproductive or
gans, which would lead to
birth defects. Soil contami
nated by the waste for long pe
riods would pollute surround
ing air and ground water, 1l
said, but did not say whether
any nearby residents had
health problems.

The paper said that the
waste was the province s
biggest redioactive waste prob
lem, suggesting that others ex
liﬂ"T‘hm: radioactive waslte Lhal
was unearthed early last month
in the northeastern city o
Harbin, Heilongjiang province
was a byproduct of Ra-26 thai
was used by a military factory
in the production of fluores
cent meters for airplanes. the
paper said.

The 240 tons of radioactive
waste was buried in the |1960s
in dozens of pits and a wel
contaminating a 400-square
meter (4.400-square-foot] area
in the city center, it said

Off the Record
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Exercise is like money!
DALLAS: It's true that a regular stroll in the park can make

your heart healthier. But the latest evidence suggests (hal
exercise is like money — the more you get. the better

reports AF.

In the first study of the heart-disease risks of a large group
of serious runners, researchers found that the benefits of
exercise continue to climb even at the most intense levels ol

ExXercise.

Runners who logged 40 miles (64 kilometers) a week. lor
example, had a lower heart disease risk than runners wii
covered 30 miles (48 kilometers) a week.

Current US government guidelines emphasize moderate
exercise for sedentary people but don't emphasize the
continued benefits for more serious exercise enthusiaslis

As a result. some serious exercisers may be discouraged

from continuing. believing they are not getting any additional
benefits, said the study's author. Paul Williams. a researche:
at the Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory in Berkeley. California

He discussed thé&+findings Wednesday at the anmiua.
meeting of the American Heart Association

Jacqueline's "on-again
off-again affair’

NEW'YORK: Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis and her brother
in-law Robert F Kennedy became lovers afler Presiden
Kennedy's assassination in, according to an author whose

sensational biographies have been criticised as Inaccurate

reports AP ;

In an updated edition of his 1989 "A Woman Named
Jackie.” C David Heymann describes her relalionship witn
Robert Kennedy as an "on-again, off-again affair

It began after Robert Kennedy moved from Washington i
New York the year after his brother's slaying in 1963 and
lasted until his own assassination in 1968. the book says

During that time, Robert Kennedy was married
president’s widow married Aristotle Onassis in October 968
four months after Robert Kennedy's death

The books cites as sources Robert Kennedy s chauffeu:
woman who said she saw the pair emerging from a hotel
room in 1965 and a socialite who nodded 'yes' (o whether
the two, spent nights together at her home in Jamaica i
1966. None of the sources were identified by name

Heymann also suggests that Mrs Onassis hastened her own
death with morphine and Seconal rather than confine
fighting an untreatable cancer.

Mrs Onassis, who died at home May 19, had signed a living
will asking that no extraordinary measures be taken to extenc

her life.

Nancy Tuckerman, a friend who frequently spoke lor Mrs
Onassis. declined to comment Wednesday on the book

... for comparing her weight
to a baby elephant

SELLERSVILLE: A woman once recognised as the world s
fattest by the Guinness Book of Records is suing a tablotd over

a story that compared her weight to a baby elephant and a

small family car. reports AP

Rosalie Bradford, who weighed almost 1.200 pounds. (540
kilograms) when she was her heaviest. claims the Septembe:
2 1993, story cast her as a “thing” or "animal” to be despised

for pitied.

She and her husband, Robert, are secking | million doliars
from Enquirer-Star Inc of Florida. claiming libel and invasion

of privacy.

Enquirer-Star spokesman laia Calder said 'q_-‘_l-':.-dnradau
am not aware of the lawsuit and cant comment

Bradford said she was not interviewed for the story and
the tableid made up all her quotes. including. "Even going ‘
the bathroom was a nightmare. | had a commode by the bed

| he

L

and Bob would haul me into a sitting position and then
manoeuver me toward it inch by inch.’

Not only was she listed as the heaviest person alive o
Guinness. but she also was cited for the greatest recordexd

weight loss for a woman.
Bradford weighed

1.050 pounds (472.5 kilogramsi in

January 1987 then slimmed to 314 pounds (141 kilograms!

by September 1992
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the of a tormer Maharaja over

about human rights

has dropped drastically in
1994, but there are irequent
reports of human rights viola
tions. Human rights groups say

move to educate Indian troops

matched by decisive measures
to halt human rights violations which was built by the former
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failed to do.” the London-based (o a lake where (hey breed

of getting back
Tibet
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