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Pleasure and Leisure
by Fayza Haq
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By Staff Correspondent

The Dhaka University "Alu-
mni Association (DUAA) yes-
terday accorded a reception to
the managing director and
founder of the Grameen Bank
(GB), Dr Muhammad Yunus, for
bringing honour to the country
by bagging the World Food
Prize.

"Dr Yunus is our pride. His
dedication for economic de-
velopment of the country has
succeeded in bringing interna-
tional honour to the country
through the model of Grameen
Bank," secretary general of the

Since this bank was ﬁ::ﬁnded in

1976, it did not take any for-

eign assistance till 1982." Dr
Yunus pointed out, "till 1992,
the Grameen Bank took about
100 million US dollars, which
is equivalent to 400 crore taka,
from foreign organisations. We
stopped taking further assis-
tance from foreign organisa-
tions from 1992, the total dis-
bursement of loans stand at
around Tk 3500 crore,” he
told the audience.

"So 400 crore taka out of
3500 total loan disbursement

1992

- ment’

A week-long workshop on
‘entrepreneurship develop-
begins tomorrow in
Khulna, says a press release.

Jointly organised by the
Centre for Entrepreneurship
and Small Business Develop-
ment (CESBD) of the Institute
of Business Administration
(IBA), Dhaka University and
the Business Administration
Discipline of Khulna Univer-
sity, the workshop will be
attended by 25 entrepreneurs,
entrepreneur trainers and
entrepreneurship promotion
officers.
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ment/house in Baridhara/Gulshan. ’
Please send detailed offer to Box D-1169
C /o The Daily Star, House No-11, Road
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deportment, pronunciation of words — both remuneration as the rest of the instructors. F’“ e y would N0 that the bank would disburse Clarlﬁcatlgn BRAC is looking for well qualified professionals with the
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from students to professional workers and
house-wives. Most of our recruits, are in their
teens and twenties. They all have the support
of their families in this venture, as their supe-

riors believe modelling to be a popular element »

in their section of society. We ourselves are

surprised by this phenomenon particularly in

the context of our normally conservative soci-

ety." he added, when aakt&y to give precise de-
ls about the venture.

"From each participant we have taken Tk
1,500 for the once-a-week tralning for two
months. After this workshop we propose to go
on to stages such as photo-session make-up in-
structions etc. We hope to select the best 30 of
the students eventually and aspire to have a
fashion show at a five-star local hotel, hopefully
in mid December,” he continued.

"We believe that the mult]-riational compa-
nies. ially the government exporiers, will

back us financially. Our purpose i8 (0 promote

himself.
Imtiaz Alande, who is a second-year Inter-
mediate student, pﬁrﬂcipatmg at the workshop
My

— said, in turn, father. who is in e rt
and import business does not object to hagﬂfng

me in this workshop.”

Zakia A C Lubna, another participant at the
workshop, speaking in her supercilious voice
give her reasons for being there, "I am a law
student and do not wish to be a professional
model. This is simply to pass my time. My fa-
ther Saleh Ahmed Chowdhury, who works at
I_]he '‘Bangabhaban, puts no bars to my being

ere.

The Karuj workshop venture reminded one
of a song that runs like "T've got the moves,
you've got the notion".When poverty prevails
among millions in the country, there are some
who are complacent and contented to be in-

cluded in an exercise that is most likely to suf- -

fer severely by international standards.

right

ogy.

Dr Muhammad Yunus said,
"l don't say Grameen Bank is
the solution to all problems. '
say that, poor people have the
to have loans. Th:
Grameen Bank is just following
this principle.”

‘Over 20 lakh peopple in
35,000 villages of the country
are currently receiving loans
from the Grameen Bank to
fight poverty. And with dignity
they are paying back the
money along with, interest
rates,” he pointed out. @

“There

it is dependent on foreign aid.

are complaints'
- against the Grameen Bank that'

than the previous year. "We are
confident that all our borrow-
ers would return the loans in
titne.”

“We have learned about the
nower of the poor people and
we are confident in the youth.
The Grameen Bank has over
11,000 young people who
work as the mechanism of the
money lending process. These
people personally reach the
loans to people, yet none of
them ever brought any trouble
to the bank,” Dr Yunus said.
The reception meet was also
addressed by Dhaka University
Vice Chancellor Prof Emajud-
din Ahmed. ‘

Model and fashion designer
Bibi Russel in a statement yes-
terday rebutted her involve-
ment with any move to estab-
lish modelling schools or or-
ganise workshops on meod-
elling as published by different
quarters through advertise-
ments in different’ weeklies
and dailies, excluding The
Daily Star.

Bibi contradicted the con-
tents of those advertisements,
saying she would not conduct
such schools or workshops and
requested all concerned not to
be misled by those publica-
tions, said the statement

1. Design Engineer (1) : B.Sc. Engineer (Civil)
Minimum five (5) years experience in building design.
The Design Engineer will be based in Dhaka but will
have to go on frequent field trips. Salary Tk. 8,250/
consolidated.

2. Diploma Civil Engineer (3) : Minimum three (3)
years practical expenence 1n COnstruction supervision.
S/he will be based in any rural areas of Bangladesh
Salary Tk. 3,425/- consohdated.

Interested candidates should apply with complete bio-data
and one recent passport size photograph 10 L

Personnel Department, BRAC 66 Mohakhali C/A, ||
Dhaka 1212 by 29 November 1994. i
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' A renowned neurologist has
suggested that lathyrus sativus-
free khesari pulse be devel-
oped through genetic research

te get rid of lathyrism disease,

reports UNB.
"We cannot ban khesari be

cause it is very popular to the
poor people .., three is also a
great potential of good quality
protein from the pulse.” Prof
Anisul Haque said while
stressing further research to
be carried out te develop
toxin-free pulse.

Lashyrism is a type of hu-
man paraparesis caused by
toxin ingredient "Odap” pre-
sent in lathyrus sativus, a pulse
grown and consumed in some
African and Asian countries,

Presenting findings of a re-

cent research on the disease at
a seminar on “"Lathyrism in
Bangladesh”. Haque also re-
vealed that 14 people out ol
10,000 in Rajshahi and Natore
were suffering from the dis-

A8 _
He said 26 unions of the

two  northwestern -districts
were surveyved covering a pop
ulation of 625,762. A total of
2 567 neurologically crippled
patients were examined and
882 patients were ultimately
diagnosed as lathyrism posi-
Uve
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Foreign Minister A S M Mostafizur Rahman (L) looking at art works after inaugurating the

6th solo painting exhibition of Kazi Anower Hossain on Wednesday at Gallery Tone in the city.

Alhaj Syed Abul Hossain

MP(R) is also seen. The show will run until November 24.

Workshop on land

reforms ends
By Staff Correspondent

A week-long workshop on
land management concluded at
the conference room of the
Land Reforms Board In the city
yesterday with distributing
certificates among the partici-

pants
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Launchin

of Tagore singer

headquarters. Time: 6 pm

study begins. Venue:
floor), Farmgate Time: 9 am.
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Photo exhibition: A week long photo exhibition of
Pavel Rahman will be inaugurated. The exhibition will remain
open from 3 pm to 8 pm till November 24. Pavel is the photo
editor of the daily Janakantha and photo journalist of the
Assoclated Press. Venue: Jojon Contemporary Art Gallery. 74.
Central Road, Dhanmondi. Time: 6 pm.

ceremoIly: The launching ceremony

ra Ahmed's cassettes — Achha Antare
Chiradin and Redyae Chhilae Jage — will be held. Venue:
British Council auditorium. Time: 6:30 pm.

Mini-marathon: a mini marathon, organised by
the Bangladesh Police, will take place, Venue: PoMNce

Asiatic Society: te society will hold the Professor
Muhammad Ishaq Trust Fund Lecture '94. Venue: 3, Old

Secretariat Road. Time: 4 pm.

Wnrkshﬂp: A four-day workshop on regulated market
CEA conference room. Khamarbari (6th

r

Ganﬂ Fﬂ'mm: The Gano Forum will held a hiood
donation programme. Venue: 81/B. Segun BagichaTime:]Oam.

Rotary International: A wo day seminar of the

Rotary international District 3280 will begin. Venue:
Sonargaon Hotel. Time: 4.30 pm
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A Samad. Chairman of the Bangladesh Fertiliser
Association (BFA) discussed with the World Bank
consultants B L Salinger and Jeffrey C Metzel regarding
agriculture diversification and fertiliser marketing and

distribution system in Bangladesh yesterday.




