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Khaleda, Hasina
greet Qaboos

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia and Awami League
chief Sheikh Hasina yesterday
felicitated Sultan Qaboos bin
Said Al-Said of Oman on the
pecasion of his country's na-
tional day today. In separate
messages Begum Zia and
Sheikh Hasina reaffirmed their
firm conviction that the age-
old ties between the two coun
trdes would be further consoli
dated in the years (0 come,

report
L
Police team leaves
for Zagreb today
A six-member police team
will leave Dhaka for Zagreb to-
day to join the UN peacrkeep
ing force in former Yugoslavia
as police monitor. The team
consists of two assistance po
iice supers. three inspectors
and a sergeant. IGP A S M
Shahjahan at a meeting with
the members of the team al
the Police Headguarters yes
terday asked them to perform
their duties under the UN sin-

cerely o enhance the image of
Bangladesh police. reports

Six snatchers held

Police arrested six snatch-
ers and recovered several
home-made bombe from their
possession from a city slum
ecarly today. Acting on a Up. po-
lice raided the slum alongside
the Bhowalbag rail line at
Tetkunipara and nabbed the
six al about 3:30 am. reports

Shibir calls hartal

L ]

in Ctg Monday

CHITTAGONG,. Nov 17: The
Islami Chhatra Shibir has
called a half-day haral in the
city Mondayv demanding im
mediate recpening ol the
Chittagong University and an
end to “lerrorism unleashed by
the JCD." The call was glven a
a rally at Laldighi maidan thas
afternoon. organised joanithly by
Shibirs oity, district and
University units

s

The parliamentary opposi-
tion yesterday handed over to
Commonwealth emissary Sir
Ninian Stcphtn an alternative
proposal in response to the
ruling party formula for an in-
terim government for holding
general elections.

-The opposition leaders, at a
closed-door meeting at the
Sangsad Bhaban with Sheikh
Hasina in the chair, resolved
that the Chief Justice or a re-
tired judge ¢f the Supreme
Court or any other non-parti-
san distinguished citizen ac-
ceptable to both the BNP and
the Opposition should head a
caretaker pgovernment for
holding elections.

According to the Opposition
formula, the caretaker cabi-
net, having 11 members in-
cluding its chief, would com-
prise non-partisan persons. Of
the 10 other members, five
would be nominated by Leader
of Parliament Begum Khaleda

position hands over new
formula to Ninian

By Nurul Kabir

Zia and five by the Leader of
the Opposition in Parliament
Sheikh Hasina. None of the
cabinet members would be al-
lowed to take part in the
elections and the main task of
the interim government would
be to help the Election
Commission ensure free and
fair polis.

The Opposition proposal
also said that a caretaker gov-
ernment should be constituted
60 days ahead of the elections.

The Opposition formula, in
agreement with the ruling

party's plans, said that an 11-,

member joint parliamentary
consultative committee,
headed by the Speaker, should
be formed to suggest steps to
strengthen the Election Com-
mission.

committee will also draft a

code of conducs for the leaders
and activists of political parties

during the elections.
The Opposition formula was

The consultative

handed over to Sir Ninian at
the state guest house Meghna
at 10:30 last night.

The Opposition proposal
was given in response to the
latest government' formula
handed over to Sheikh Hasina
through Sir Ninian o Novem-
ber 13.

The BNP fﬂrmula said, a 10-
member intérim cabinet com-
prising five MPs each [rom the
treasury and Oppaosition
benches with incumbent
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia as its head should hold
the next general elections.

Majority leader Begum
Khaleda Zia would nominate
four treasury bench MPs while
Opposition leader Sheikh

- Hasina would choose five Op-

position legislators for such a
cabinet, the ruling party plan
had said.

There wguld be no bar for
the members of such a cabinet
to contest the elections. Ex-

cept the Prime Minister, the
others would not be permit-
ted to campaign for candidates
of their respective parties.

The Prime Minister, who
would not enjoy apy executive
authority during the mterim
period, would also not use the
official facilities during elec-
tion campaigning for her party
candidates across the country.

According to the BNF pro-
posal, the interim cabinet
would be formed 45 days
ahead of the next national
polls.

The BNF negotiators at the
Commonwealth-brokered dia-
logue also proposed that an
1 1-member 'national consulta-
tive committee’, comprising
equal. number of members
from the and Opposi-
tion benches and headed by
Speaker Shaikh Razzak All, be
formed to suggest necessary
legal prowvi s to ensure free

. Sec Page 12 Col 2
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50 pc of votes counted

KATHMANDU. Nov 17;

Tens of thousands of leftwing

supporters celebrated their
clean sweep of polls in the
Nepalese capital today as the
communist party maintained
its lead over the ruling Nepali
Congress (NC) with close to 50
per cent of votes counted, re-
port AFP, AP.

With results in from 95
constituencies after Tuesday's
polls the Nepal Communist
Party-United Marxist and
Leninist (NCP-UML) has won
51 seats in the 205-seat par-
liament, with the NC trailing
on 29. .

The rightist Rastriya Pra-
jatanatra Party (RPP) has
bagged 10 seats so far, a
marketl improvement from the
1991 May elections,

The elections was held
Tuesday, and final result aren't
expected for a week because
some areas are remote and the
Election Commission has
ordered a new polling i 79

-neighbouring China,

Nepali CP far ahead
of ruling Congress

polling sfations in 33 con-
stituencies where violence
marred the first vote.

The communists, who enjoy
ideological support from
have
promised land reforms that
would break up large holdings,
and that appeals to many poor
farmers in Nepal. especially in

' Kathmandu, the capital, where

the alliance won all seven

Today, a sea of red [lags
dotted the skyline in Kath-
mandu and the adjoining cities
of Patan and Bhaktpur — the
centres of the nation's com-
munist power.

The newly elected com-
munist deputies had vermilion
marks placed on their fore-
heads by relatives and friends
in keeping with an ancient
tradition that once honoured
victorious warriors.

In Nepal, politicians can
run for two seats and hold a

See Page 12 Col 8
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CIA training Muslim troops?

Missiles hit Bosnian
presidency bldg

SARAJEVO, Nov 17: The
Bosnian presidency building in
Sarajevo came under missile
attack today and at least one
person was believed wounded,
military police said.

Smoke rose from the
building in the city centre
after the attack at abowt 11 am
(1000 GMT), Reuter journal-
ists reported.

Bosnian police guarding the
building said they heard three
blasts and believed wire-

guided missiles had hit the °

building, which houses the
government & collective presi-
dency

Shards of glass covered Lhe
street after the attack and sev-
eral cars were damaged.

AP adds: Seven shells hit
the center of the Bosnian capi-
tal in a sudden pre-noon bar-
rage Thursday. including two
that landed on the presidency
building. witnesses said.

The shells also landed in
neighbourhoods that often are
crowded with people.

Meanwhile, rebel Muslim
forces have advanced against
the Bosnian governmenti aro-
und the town of Velika Kla-
dusa. in the north of Bosnia's

Bihac pocket. and cut it off in"a
pincer movement, a UN
military spokesman said today.

"Velika Kladusa is sur-
rounded and there is very
heavy fighting with all weapons
systems being used, including
tanks and multiple barrel
rocket launchers,” said
Colonel Tim Spicer. “The 5th
corps (of the Bosnian army) is
having to fight on three
fronts, which is very bad news
for them.” ' .

Spicer said Lhe rebel
Muslims, loyal to deposed war-
lord Fikret Abdiec, had also
broken through the western
defence lines of the Bosnian
army fifth corps. Abdic’s forces
were expelled from Bihac by
the government army Iin
August after a 10-month revolt.

Another report says, the

" United States, which has de

cided to stop enforcing a
United Nations arms embargo
against Bosnia, has joined the
war and is helping the Muslim-
led government army. The
European hewspaper said.
Quoting European sources,
the newspaper's Thursday
edition says small teams ol
See Page 12 Col 7

Two Indians with

dagger held for
bid to enter JS

By Staff Correspndent

Two Indian nationals — a
teenaged girl carrying a dagger
and her uncle —were detained
by police while attempting to
enter the Sangsad Bhaban yes-
terday evening.

Metal detectors spotted a
a six-inch dagger In the bag of
Mena Mallik, 18, as she was
about to enter the Sangsad
Bhaban around seven in the
evening when the House was

in session.
See Page 12 Col 6

Pirates gun down
Ansarman, loot
rifles

From Our Correspondent

MADARIPUR, Nov 17: Pi-
rates shot dead a member of
the Ansars and snatched the
rifles of four others in a swoop
on a passenger launch near
Utrail Hat here this afternoon.

According to district ad-
mimistration officials. six pi-
rates attacked the five Ansars
personnel on board the launch
MV Dhaka Queen somelime
after it sailled for Dhaka from

See Page 12 Col 3

DCC commissioners at the Nagar Bhaban yesterday.

BNP has set example
of neutral polls: PM

18 DCC women

commissioners
take oath

Dhaka -City Corporation
Mayor Mohammad Hanif ad-
ministered the oath of office of
the 18 women commissioners
of the corporation at a.simple
ceremony held at the Nagar
Bhaban in the city yesterday
morning, reports BSS

The commissioners are
Taslima Chowdhury, Sufia Kha-
toon, Ashrafun Musharraf,
Mahmuda Begum, Jahanara
Begum, Nazma Akhtar Kawsar,
Naima Chowdhury, Aleya
Parveen. Rozy Haroon, Sabera
Begum, Anjali Sarker, Asma

See Page 12 Col 7

Grameen Bank
to float

Tk 650 cr bonds

By Staff Correspondent

The Grameen Bank (GB)
will float Tk 650-crore bonds
for subscription by scheduled
banks to meet {ts need for
funds for expanding lending
activities, Managing Director
of the Bank Dr Muhammad
Yurnus said yesterday.

Speaking at a reception ac-
corded to him by the Dhaka
University Alumni Association.
Dr Yunus sald that the re-

See Page 12 Col 7

i Dhnka Clty Ma}'nr Mohammad Hanif adnnmabermg uath uf oﬁu to the newlyelected women
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SIRAJDIKHAN(Munshiganj),
Nov 17: The BNP ment
has set an exafhple of impar-
tiality in holding elections in
the country during its three-
and-a-half-year rule, Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
today said brushing aside the

Oppnsitiun allegations, reports

“AH union parishad,

pourashava, city corporation

polls and by-elections were
free and fair. We have lost in
many elections being in
power.” she pointed out.

Addressing a huge public
meeting at the Rajdi Abhoy Pi-
lot High School ground here
this afternoon, the Prime Min-
ister asserted that her gov-
ernment had ensured the peo-
ple’'s right to vote and food
denied by past regimes of the
Opposition during their
‘misrule’.

The Prime Minister said:
“Rights of vote and food were
denied during their rule. They
do not believe in them.”

Begum Zia alleged that
massive ri were a matler
of practice during their rule
when ballot boxes were
snatched and stuffed. They
evenn did not allow many to
submit their nomination pa
pers, she recalled.
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By Nazmul Ashraf back
from drought-hit North

Johlessness erosion by
rivers, lack of industrialisation,
absence of modern irrigation
system, faulty land manage-
ment. increasing number of
marginal farmers and the land-
less, limited activities of the
NGOs and the absence of long
term plans to cope with the
situation are the reasons be-
hind a ‘famine-like situation’
persisting in the couniry's
northern region since long
according to various guarters
concerned.

The situation worsens when
crops are claimed by drought
or flood, they pointed out

Acute crisia of jobs lor the
marginal farmers and landiess
day labourers. who constitute
about B0 per cent ol the popu
lation of the region, resuling

in their mounting sullfering is
See Page 12 Col

Drought isn t the sole cause of distress
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"From 1972 to 1975 they
had ignored the people’'s right
to food. Nobody has forgotten
the severe famine during that
regime.” the Prime Minister
said referring to the Awami
League rule,

They have now banded with
the autocratic forces™ which
looted public wealth, misap-
propriated development funds
and destroyed democratic in-
stitutions, she alleged in what
appears to be a counter-assault
on the recalcitrant Opposition.

“It's not befitting to speak
of democracy by making al
liance with autocratic forces,~
she pointed out in an oblique
referefice to the Awami
League's joint move with the
Jatiya Party against her gov-
ernment.

She blasted the demand of

Ershad from jail say-
ing, “If the great thief is re-
leased, there is no need to
keep any other criminal in
prison.”

Begum Zia called upon the
people to raise their voice
against the snatchers ol right
to vote arrd-food in the interest
of democracy and develop-
ment.

The Prime Minister said
the crisis in national politics

&rhgrlzt‘.nl?

BNP standing body
empowers Khaleda
to consider action
against 3 MPs
By Staff Correspondent

The BNP Standing Cormmi-
ttee has authorised pariy
chairperson Begum Khaleda
Zia to take final decision
regarding the conduct of three
legislators served show causes
notices for making con-
troversial press statements.

A four-hour meeting of the
ruling parly's highest policy
making body last night, which
began at 8 pm. was chaired by
its chief Prime Minister
Begum Zia.

The meeting was attended
by all members of the 15
strong caucus with the e¢xcep
tion of Water Resources
Minister Majid ul-Haq ar.d
Finance Minister Saifur
Rahman, both out of the voun
try.

Two ocut of three party
legislators — Majirerd)
Akhtaruzzaman and Nurul
[slam Moni — were givern per
sonal hearings to explain their
press statements earlwr this
month which embarrassed the
leadership. The lwo had ear

See Page 12 Col 3

JS boycott case

Hearing adjourned
till Nov 20

The hearing of the wrii pe-

+ tition challenging the validity
of continued boycott of Parlia

ment [Sangsad) by the Oppos:
tions was adjourned 11l
November 20, reports BSS

Respondent no. 4 of the
case Moudud Ahmed vesterday
filed his reply to the petition
before the High Court Division
of the Supreme Lourt. One ol
the respondents Jamaar leader
Matiur Rahman Nizamil id
not, however, reply till yester
day.

After placing the petition
Mohammad Ali Bar at Law
prayed for two davs time 1
prepare a counter reply 'o
Moudud Ahmed. The (our]
comprising ‘Justice Kazi Shafi
uddin and Justice Kazi A T
Monwaruddin granted Hhis
prayer and fixed the date i
hearing at 2 pm on Novembe;
20.

Meantime Moudud Ahmed
prepared an application seek
ing to refer the matter to the
Chief Justice to constitute a
larger special bench to hear
the matter.

Mohammad Ali, Abu Bake
Siddique and Humavun Kabir
Bulbul appeared for the peti
tioner.

Rafigul Hugq Bar at Law ap
peared for Moudud Ahmed
Moudud Ahmed himselt was
present in the court

H R Sharif appeared toi
Opposition leader Shaikh
Hasina Wazed while Abdur Ray
zaq Bar at Law appeared tor
Jamaat leader Matiur Rahman
Nizami.

Dilip, Saira to
visit Dhaka

Dilip Kumar (Yusul Khan|
the legend of the wide screen
and a great humanist of the
sub-continent, and his wife
and actress Saira Banu will ar
rive in Dhaka on a private visil
to Bangladesh in January nexi
a reception commitiee press
release said here last night
reports BSS.

During their visit they are
expected to attend various cul
tural and social functions

A 26-member high powered
reception committee under
the title Dilip Kumar (Yousuf
Khan) Receptieon Committee
has been formed with State
Minister for Cultural Affairs as
the chief advisor. A K A Firoze
Noon as the convener.
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