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‘Foster denies
match-rigging
allegations

LONDON, Nov 15. Former

apd paceman Neil Foster
oft Monday denied newspaner
allegations that Essex con
spired with Lancashire to fix
the results of two matches
threé vyears ago, reports
Reuter.

And Lancashire announced
they had cleared their players
of allegations of rigging the
maiches after speaking to
former captain Neil Fair-
brother and other players.

Foster's former Essex
teammmates Don Topley and
Guy Lovell were queoted in a
Sunday newspaper as saying a
County Championship match
and Sunday league clash be-

tween the two teams at Old

Trafford in
lixed.
But Fosteér, captain of Essex
in those matches, issued a
statement denying arly con-
spiracy.
i Etrongl}r deny any such
action,” Fosteér said.."During
* career | was always aware
of the traditions of cricket and
any such thoughts wéuld have
been completely contrary to
my feelings for the game.”
. Lancashire chief execulive
Jehn Bower said the club had
carried out an investigation.
"We have learned nothing to
cause us any concern regard-
ing the honest conduct pf the
_games," he said.

- Topley alleged that -Essex
agreed to lose the Sunday
"game, boosting Lancashire's
hopes of winning the league, in
éfm for being allowed to win

August 1991 were

championship match,
ich they
eight wickets.

That Old Trafford triumph
and the 21" points they
earned, ‘hel
win the title ahead of War-
wickshire, although Lancashire
were pipped for the Sunday
prize by Nottinghamshire.

Foster recalled that during
the match he took a.career-
best eiglit for 99 and added: "A
declaration leaving us to score
270 runs in 58 uw:,ra was not
overly generous."”

. He said ' the piteh was
showing  sivns of wear whichs

could be ol use to the spin
’tmw’!na : \

Dutch attack
weakened

ROTTERDAM, Nov 15: The
Netherlands will miss a key
element of their attack on
Wednesday when they face the
Czech Republic in a European
Championship Group Five
gualifier without Dennis
Bergkamp and Maro ﬂvermaru
reporls Reuter. -

Both players. have grma
problems. Internazionale's
Bergkanwp has been replaeed
by Ajax Amsterdan youngster
Patrick Kluivert, who is in line
to win his first cap.

Kluivert. 18. has made a
remarkable start in his [irst
league season and is Dugch tep
‘scorer with 10 peoals in 10

maltcrhes.
Winger Overmars s £x-
pected to be replaced by
ward's Gastlon Tatiment.
hough t(he Rotterdam

winger is not [ully fit yet. Mid-
fiedders Ronald de Boer and
Rob Witschge have also not
completely recovered f(rom
miner injuries. but all three

are expected (o be ready for
Wednesday
Coach Dick Advocaal lost

Feyvenoord defender John de
Wolfl In trailning with a [ool in
jury and he was replaced by
leammate Arnold Scholten,
who jeined lhe squad lor the
first {ime.

went on to do by '

ped Essex go pn to .

“e€ough.

) per
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Argentine tenms stag Gabricla Sabatini admires a repﬁcﬁ of herself. It was unveiled hf the
Great American Doll Company to coingide with the -pubhcatmn of her :h:ldrens book My

Sm: v in New York yeaterda}r

—AFP phﬂtﬂ

ATP in search of novelty

| ANTWERP, Bel-

giuiti,.  Nov 15:
About 00 lour-
pATRENLS 8 year

i . . are vying lor atte
ntion. Crerman
poltatoes can watch
some nine hours of tennis a
day. Scheduling is so tight. the
besl plavers drop some of the

[inest evenis,

The ¢lut is diluting the
sport and fans. lurtively
searching for guidance [rom
compelling personalities and
—rivalries. are lost in the maze.

With all the television ten-
nis around. ratings. for majors
like WIITIl’ﬂPdGlL ang the US
Open are down in the United
States and the equipment in-
dusgtry is going {hrﬂuﬂh rough
times. reports AP,

The ATP Tour opens its
season-ending World Champi-
onship in Frankfurt Tuesday

- with the knowledge that "we
certainly have challenges.” said
Tim Mayotte. who is on the

ATP Tour Board of Directors,
But do not start messing
with ithe fundamentals of the
game, says the Association of
Tennis Proiessionals. The age-
old rectangle. that some crit-
ics say has lailed to grow up
with those 30-aces-a-match
wonders and hi-tech rackets,
is not the core of the problem.
The ATP hopes the Euro
pean CTommunity Champi-
anship. which finished here
sunday with Pete Samprds re
taining his title. will be part of
the solution
The ECC
Nite

will beCome a Su-
rirmanenl Itl"\'l

Kaiser, new
: : . .

MUNICH. Nov 15: A new
era began at Bayern Munich on
Monday when "Kaiser” Franz
Beckenbauer was elected
chairman of the club he joined
as a [resh-faced teenager in
the 1960s and later Jed to a
siring of triumphs. reports
Reuter.

All but 10 of Bayern's 2.928
members who took part in the
election in Munich's Olympic
Stadium cast their vote for
Beckenbauer., who both cap-
tained and coached West Ger-
many o World Cup victories.

Beckenbauer. 49. succeeds
Frite Scherer. who will now
become one of Bayern's three
vice-presidents afier being af
the helm of Germany's reign-
ing sotcer champions for nine
years,

“Te make way for someone®
like Franz Beckenbauer is no
demotion byt a challenge to
work with him te make Bayern

xmnger than it is now "
- saic
Beckenbauer nominated as

chadrman in October. was seen
as the ideal compromise can-
didaté. saving Germany's
wealthiest and most successfiu)
cjub from a potentially darm»g-
ing internal battle for office.
Board members had feared
a fight for the tep job between
Scherer. whoe wanted (o stay in
. affice, and vice-chairman Karl
Heinz Rummenigge. Ilike
Beckenbauer 2 former caprain
of West Germany Risranenigge
will remam yice-chairmman

put some locus in

. ment

yvear, an attempt of the A.T‘F' to
the calen-
dar. B
With the current drone of
weekly eveiws. "the !"a;'\s are
w‘Eing s0 miuch tennis. they
're not sure what match
means what.” said Mayotte.
Together with the four
Grand Blam tournaments, the
nine events — further includ-
ing the Italian. German, Cana-

dian and Mente Carlo Open,
Key Biscayne, -

Indian, Wells,
Cincinnati and Paris indoer —
must provide the pegks'in th!:-
next seasons.

“The Super Nine is the
cornerstone” of all future plan-
ning, said Mayotte. The top ten
players must take part in eights
of the nine events, which will
have about dirs 2 million in
prize money and a slew of
ranking peoints on offer.

And with tennis more and
more part of the enteriain-
industry. television

Barisal soccer .

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Nov 15: Babuganj
Chib edged past Manju Smriti
Club by the ndd goal in three
in the Emma Overseas Senior
Division football league al the
local stadium here today.

Abul Kalam and Kazi Enayet
gave Babuganj a 2-0 lead in the
first half while Azad pulled one
hack for the losers after the

hreather

Fifth Armed Battalion Club
will meet Ruptali Protik
Sangha lomorrow: (Wednes-
day).

Franz Bec i#rnhduw poses 1 front of the Bayern Hunmh

clab
SOCCEy Ol Ur

'!lrp.l'

after being elected president of the Bavarian
+1 4 general meetang 1 Munsch on Nov 14,

— AFP photo

- power server

should reflect the importance
of such tournaments, at the
expertse-of others. 1

Last year, 3,200 hours of

tennis were broadcast in Ger-:

many, one of the prime mar-
kets for tennis. It “led to con-
fusing exposure of tennis.”
said the ATP CEO Mark Miles
and called it 'a prime example
of how tennis is not properly
presented.”

"Ultimately it would have to
be ,some tailoring back of the
numbers of hours of television.
That is a big plus.” said May-
otte. _

. Stricter nil'ts on licensing
tennis broadcasting might cost
some income in the short run
and some overall €xposure,
"but better less money if it is
to the advantage of the Tour,"
said Georges Homsi, ATP Eu-
ropean Director of Comwmunj-

cauﬁm.

ayers also would like to
see the calendar revamped to
give them some more time to

- recover from big events.

Now, Sampras and Andre
Agassi all but slammed the
doar on the Davis Cup for next
year, with the world'e No. 1
calling the scheduling
"impossible,” because he would
have to be playing in the
United States five days after
the Australian Open final.

The January to December
schedule of ATP and exhibition
events has players tired and

injury prone already in sum- |

mer. .

"I have felt drained for flve
menths now.” said Australian
Patrick Rafter, who shot up
the rankings from 57th last
vear to 20th last week. Fatigue
is a recurring complaint so late
i1 the season. -

"And the Australian Open u
just around the caorner,”
warned Sampras. indicating
there s almost no time to re-
over from stress and injuries.

Fans and players also have
been complaining about too
much ace tennis. With fast
surfaces galore, play has toe
often been reduced (o a boom-
g serve and. if lucky, a hit-

wﬁﬁ'ﬂﬁfv‘?ﬁhc final was too

much of thal, évem a prime
like Magnus
Lgrsson, who lost to Sampras,

admitted.

“It's too fast.” he said of the
Antwerp carpet. "But it's the
same all over. Every week it's
the same.”

So the ATP is working to
prolong rallies, advocating
slower surfaces, or softer balls
to create lpnger, more exciting
play. instead of seeking radical
solutions.

"1 don't expect to go to one
serve. 1 don't see us moving
service line back and thirgs

. like that,” said Mayotte

But whatever is being tried
to Wven up the game — from
rock music on court to live
post match interviews with
fans in the stands to mare en-
tertainment around stadiums
— nothifg can match a great
rivalry like Bjorn Borg vs John
McEnroe, or a personality like
Jimmy Connors.

With Agassi challenging
Sampras for NO. 1, 1995 could
turn ot to be a hot act. "The
prospect of a growing rivalry is
great for the sport. said May-

l otie,

_mittee of the
- Olympic Association is going to
t *hald

Long live
 tradition,
long live BOA

Sports Re;mrter‘

In a fishy and bizarre quirk
vl evenis Lhe executive com-
Bangladesh

its . adjourned meeting
next Thursday with six of the
more important and relevant”
of the original eight agenda
sent to the cold: storage for

- reasons ‘hest known to the

hosses of an already infamous
hody. !

The committee is repuri-
gcdly focused on the two issues
— reception of the silver win-
ning Kabaddf team in the Hi-
roshima Asiad and the forth-
coming visit of Ms Faezeh Raf-
sanjani, prﬂs'tdfnt of the
Women's Sports "Selidarity

"Council of the Islamic Coun-
Iries — side stepping some,

subjects sports lovers would
love to Wave ‘post mortem on.

- Although much ink has
been spilt *over Bangladesh's
ahject failure in the 15th
CCommonwealth Games, .fol-
lowed immediately by yet an-
nther allround pathetic display
in the twelfth Asiad besides.
Lhe unscrupulous sharp prac-
tice by some of the officials
linked with country's sports,
the BOA has failed to hold any
enquiry into the irregularities
so far and it looks like the.
chances are waning with every
cday, thanks to the lack of will
from within. '

The BOA has set a standard :

.in procrastinatien. Iis sixteen
subt committees set up for the
smooth running of the sixth
SAF Games last Décembér are
yet to submit their respective
reports regarding [inancial
matters. ;

Long live tradition, long live
BOA..

Jackson honoured

LONDON. Nov 15: British
hurdier Colin Jackson was
named as his country's sports
personality of the year here on
Monday. reports AFP.

The Welsh athlete received
his award from the Princess

Royal at a star-studded eere- .

mony at London's Cafe Royal.

Cardiff-born Jackson was
unbeaten over the 110 metres
hurdles this vear .as he re-
tained his Commonwealth and
European titlgs.

He was awarded 20 one-
kilogram gold ‘bars earlier this
season for winning each of the
‘Golden Four’ Grand Prix meet-
ings at Oslo. Zurich. Brussels
and Berlin.

-Jackson beat other nomi-
nees including women's world
number one golfer Laura Davies
and racing driver Damon- Hﬂ]
for the award.

~ Samaranch to
* meet Mandela

LAUSANNE, Nov 15: Inter-
national Olympic Committée
president Juan-Antonio Sa-
maranch is to meet South Afri-
can President Nelson Mandela
as part of an African trip which
starts on Wednesday, reports
AFP. '

Samaranch heads a delega-

~ tion of top Olympic officials,

although no dates were given
in the 10C's brief announce-
ment here on Monday.

The group includes Mario
Vazquez-Rana, head of the
Association of National Olym-
pic Committees, Keba Mbaye of
the 10C’'s executive committee,
Jean-Claude Ganga, head of the

Association of African National |

Olympic Committees and Fe-
krou Kidane, the 10C's direc-
tor of international coopera-
tion.

|
{

Foreman ready for rematch

now." :
- ' Foreman was being his silly

. television almost all

| month.

-NEW YORK, an
15: Twenty years
after losing his
Heavyweight: title
lo Muhammad
Ali. George Fore-
man has it ugain and he says
he's finally ready for the n_-rrm-
tch. rcpurts AP.

- "It's time for Muhammiﬂ
Ali,” Foreman said ‘Monday. a
little more than a week after
regaining the crown he lost to
Ali in Zaire on Oct 30, 1974. "I
want him now. | didn't want
him in the '70s.  but 1 want him

self,again abviously, .dispensing
advice for the aged and waxing
eloquent on the virtues of
cheeseburgers at a New York
City news conference at which
he had absolutely nn{hlng to
announce, not even his current
weight.

"None of your business.” he
told a woman inquisitor, po-
litely. ;

~And. yes, Foreman said, he

did hear from his 52-year-old

former nemesis after he
knocked out Michael Moorer
in the 10th round for the IBF
and WBA versions of the
heavyweight championship on
Nov 5 in Las Vegas.

Foreman said Ali sent him a
poster which read: "Congra-

{ tulations champ, you had the

Eburage and guts to go out and
doift® -

*He signed it with a big
heart on the bottom,” Foreman
said. "When he says you've got
guts, that's something special.”

As for his future, Foreman
talked: like he, wnutd be a busy -

The Baily Star 11

champion. _ :
— He spoke of a possible

remaitch for Munrf:r “"because

he gave me this unity.”
— He said a fight with fellow
45-year-old Larry Holmes
would be a natural, but could
prove a problem for ringsiders.
"The smell of linament would
be overwhelming, and people
would be fighting to get into
the bleachers.” Foreman said.

GE‘ IRGE FORFMAN

"There would be hones vrack-
ing and joints creaking.”

— He would love to fight
Mike Tyson when he gets out
of prison in Indiana, probably

next spring, "because he
wouldn't run from me. That S
ne thing I'd love to have, a
guy attacking me. [ might even
have to do the Ali shuffle.”
All this, he said. is just talk,

though. He will let the IBF and

WBA dictate his fighting future.
* 1 can't diciate to these or-
ganisations.” he said.

‘I've got

lﬂlﬂttheprnmotenﬂnrkthh

. out."

As for his age. I"Equnln-ld

. he felt like a 23-year-old again

when the bands struck up in
Houston on his return home
with the belt.-"just like they

did' 21 years ago when | took

the championship from Joe
Frarler.”

"Some of you who are 40
and 50 years old, grab onto my
coat and 1 will take you into
the 21st Century,” Foreman
said, "Just cut the gray hair off,
get a tattoo and an enrﬂsn;. and
let's go!”

Foreman weiglwd in before
the Moorer bout at 250
pounds. his lHghtest in six
years, He bemoaned "all that
precious weight that | lost” at
his news conference, where,
perhaps not coincidentally, tlie
refreshments featured ham-
burgers, cheesehurgers and
French fries.

His metivation. for fighting?
“I've got nine kids,” Foreman
explained. "Those kids literally
beat you out of house and
home.”

Foreman also said he would
keep his job as a boxing com-
mentator for home box office.
given the good meals. before
the fights, the ringside seats.”

"No way I'm quitting that
job." he said.

For new, he said, he likes
travelling around and having
people call him ehamp.

"Champion of the world is
great,” he said, admitting on
an uncharact.eﬁsun:ally solemn
note, "but | know it's brief and
it's a fleeting thing."

Agasm seconds Sampras' call

FRANKFURT. Hm'
. 15: Andre Agassi
' on Monday bac-

ked world num-

-ber one Pete

Sampras's call for

|'tlnnt5 to introduce an off

season L6 give players and fans
a rest from a sport which' is on

rTeporis Reuter.

Sampras said last week that
top players needed a few
months to relax and have a
normal life away from the jet-
sel existence on the eircuit.

World number two Agassi is .

Israelis, Arabs
1may take part
in Med Games

PARIS, Nov 15: Israel may °

compete against Palestine and
Arab countries at the Medi-
terranean Games at Bari. Italy
in 1997, reports AFP.

Claude Collard, president of

the Med Games committee,

said here Tuesday before leav-
ing for an executive commis-
sion meeting in Bari he ex-
pected to be able to obtain ma-
jority approval for Palestine

and Israel bei ad ted.
"But’ we y wish

tuavmdthemmtufahwmtt-

by countries who maybe hostile
at this moment,” he added.

Collard intends to meet
s e e g
would abide by a majerity de
cision.

He said there was no ques-
tion of Palestine being admit-
ted separately.

Israel. barred from the
Asian Games since 1978, was
last week admitted to the Eu-
ropean Association of National
Olynmipic Committees. Palestine
is a member of thée Olympic
Council of Asia and had a
cornpetitor at the Asian Games
in Hiroshima., Japan. last

year,

o one o

worried that fans also need
ime to regain their appetite
for the game. '

| think there should be an
off season for the game more
so than the plavers.” Agassi
said on the eve of the World
Championship in Frankfurt.”

When you don't have tennis -

for three months the public
can look forward to it. Now if
vou turn on the TV there is

, tennis every week.”

The expansion of satellite
television worldwide in recent
years means it is possible to
~waltch tennis on television vir-
(nally every day of the year.

- Tennis officials are worried
the game is losing its appeal
and there have been sugges-
tions to bring in more _ghow to
keep the public's attemtion,
including music at change of
ends.

One of the game's main
problerns however, is the lack
of a natural break in a year
packed with tennis from Jan-

uary to December. Even after
%his week's so called ‘year-
ending~ ATP championship
most of the top players go to
Munich next month to earn big

. money in the Grand Slam Cup.

Agassi believes, however.
that changes need to be made
to the rules rather than to the
ambiance on the court. He said
he wanted lets on serves to be
abolished and a more simple
method of scoring with no ad-

vantage points.

The American said he
would favour tennis doing away
with its 15,30 and 40 points
scoring system in faveur of a
simple one, two, three, four,
the first player to get four
points would win a game.

“The game is not struggling
as people make it out to be .
(but) adding music has noth-
ing to do with the game,” he

Boris Becker, Agassi is
the few real personali-

ties left in a sport missing
characters of the past like
John McEnroe and Jimmy
Connors. His recent return to
form has added extra spice to
the championship here.

Three times Wimbledon
champion Becker said, how-
ever, that he did not believe
the game was in a crisis.

“There is not a crisis. | have
been saying that for the last
six-month."” the German said.
"There are some excellent
players coming through. Some
new some old ones returning
to the top.”

China, Vietnam
sign accord

HANOI. Nov 15: Vietnam
artd China have signed a coop-
eration agreement on sports
and physical education, the
Vietnam News Agency (VNA]
said today. reports AFFP.

The accord, signed Monday
during a wvisit by a delegation
led by Chinese Olympic Co-
mmilttee president Wu Chao

_ Su, was the [irst of its kind

since the normalization of rela:
tions between the two coun
-iries in 1991.

Under the agreement. the
tWo couniries agreed to en-
courage meelings and ex-
changes of alhletes and train
ers, and cooperate in the con
struction and prodycjion of
sports equipment, ,!fxr officlal
news agency said.

In a meeting Monday with
the Chinese delegation. Viet
namese deputy Premier Ngu-
ven Kanh said Vietnam needed
assistance from China. Asia's
sporting superpower, to
improve the performance of its
own athletes.

Vietnamese athletes won
their first gold medal and two
silvers in Tackwondo at last
month's Asian Games in
Hiroshima.
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Today’s Cryptoquip clue F equals G

TheC

letter stands for another. If you
will equal O thmu;huut the puzzie

E‘L’.‘;Y“'

words and words using

locating vowels. Snlutlm Is
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in which one
think that X equais O, it
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