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APEC to lift trade

barriers by 2020

BOGOR (Indonesfa), Nov 15:
Asia-Pacific leaders agreed
here today to achieve free
irade among their eeonomies
by 2020, with a target of 2010
set [or developed countries.
But they pledged (o remain
open to commeree with the
rest of the world, reports AFP.

The accord said the Asja-
Pacific Economic Cooperation
(APEC) forum — a thriving
group that already accounts lor
more than half of the world's
output — would launch the lib-
eralisalion drive next year.

Developed countries will be

~asked to scrap tariff barriers by

2010, whereas poorer coun-
iries have been given until
2020. said a statement re-
leased by the 18-member
APEC group .after a summit

here.

The agreement. anneunced
by -Indonesian Pgesident
Suharto, followed an informal
summit in the lush tropical
setting of the Bogor Palace
south of Jakarta.

It amounted fo an apparent

victory for champions of trade

liberalism, led by the United
States and Aus{ralla !

Malaysia had previously
held out against a deadline,
saying (rade liberalisation
should be conducted according
to national interests.

"We further agree to an-

nounce crul; commitment Lo
complete the achievement of
our goal of free and open
trade and investment in (the)
Asia-Pacific no later than the
year 2020.," an eight-page. 11-

~ differing

point summit  communigue
said. ;

"The pace of impiementa~

tion will take into account the
levels of economic
development among APEC
economies, with the industri-
aliseth economies achieving the
goal of free and open (rade
and investmen! no later than
the year 2010. and developing
economies no later than the
year 2020." _
- Suharto. addressing possi-
ble concerns elsewhere in the
world, said APEC "is not
closed ... we want to be open,
not only to Asia-Pacific coun-
Lries, but to the world.™

APEC countries include the
United States and Japan, the
world's - two most economi-
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Tourism
‘Month
opens

By Staff Reporter

A month-long tourism pro-
motipn campaign began yes-

terday with a call for local and «

foreign investors to take ad-
e of the incentives being
provided for the growth of the
industry.
~ The programme was inau-
gurated by Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia at the
Osmany Memorial Hall in the
city. * . |
Addressing the unction,
Begum Zia urged the local and
foreign entrepreneurs to in-
vest in the tourism sector and

- said the government has been

offering lucrative incentives for
investments in the sector.
The Prime Minister said

the foreign and local investors’

can - make huge prolits by 4n-
vesting in this pofential sector
and utilising the facilities 'of-

See Page #2 Col 1
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Two killed in
road mishaps

Two people. one of them a
college student, were killed in
separate road accidents in the
city yésterday. Tarulata "Ma
jumder, 30 wife of Suchitra
Majumder was Kknecked down
by a jeep on Biswa Road near
Deputy Colony in Mugdapara at
2:30 pm. Tarulma was rushed
to Dhaka Medical College
Hospital where she expired af
about 3:30 pm. police and
hospital seurces said. Sabujbag
police arrested the driver of
the jeep. In another accigent
Ziauddin Bablu. 18, a student
of Néw Model Degree College
was hit by a truck on the tun
nel road of Sangsad Bhaban
about 12:30 Monday night, re

ports LINB.
Strike observed
at Chhatak
From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Nov 15 A hall-day
strike was gbserved at the Ch
hatak thana headfuarters of
Sunamganj disirict woday 16
press the demand Jor imme
diate arrest of the driver of the
killer vehicle which caused the
deaths of (wo young men, in
cluding a law college student
and an expaltriate on October
30 last. The All-Party Students
Unity called the strike

4 terrorists

held in Ctg
CHITTAGON; Rov 15
Panchiaish police in a drive ar
rested Sagar kingpin of the
"Aagar Bahini® and his three
associates fromm Burma Colony
here last night Accerding to a
police press release today one
pistol was recovered from
their possession. They were
wanted on several ertminal
charges including hijacking
and toll extraction. reporis

BMW
hosts reception

On the occasiom of King s
Day. the ambassador of (he

Kingdom of Belgium held a rr

ception n Dhaka vesterdav
evening at s resicerwe

Gunfight, loo

bullock

of ballot

boxes mar N epalese polls

KATHMANDU, Nov 15: Po-
lice firing. clashes and looting
of ballot boxes marred Nepal's
legislative elections today and
a governmeni source said
polling would have to be re-
peated al some vbling centres,
report AFP, AP

Some 100,000 troops and
police, together with 74,000
Election Cemmission slafl,
were on duty 1o guard pelling
stations. Bul despite sporadic
incidents. the elections were
held in an atmosphere of gen-
eral calm.

One person was killed and
tifee injured In intra-party
Lunfh{ht while al least 74
people were arrested during

the one-day mid-term pﬂilu.'

police sources said. Of those
arrested. 34 were charged
with voting on someone else's
behall

Officials said police dnralod
20 people in the Kabre district
and Ropla for looting ballot
boxes at two polling stations

Voting had to be suspended
at three locations southwest of
the capital because of factional

violence, and a Ham!: Ministry
source said repolling may be
held at 40 polling centres.
One policeman was injured
when rioters threw a crude
bomb — a tin pot packed with

explosives and glass pleces —

outside a polling station in
Dhanusha constituency. 140
kilometres southeasit of Kath
mandu.

Political analysts said to-
day's voting is unlikely to yield
a clear majority. Final results
will not be known untif at least
Friday.

Today's voting was the sec-
end in Nepal since a popular
uprising in 1990 forced the
countiry's monarch. King
Birendra, to transfer powers to
an elected pariament.

The main contenders for
power are the centrist Nepali
Congress Party and the leftist
parties, who lorm a loose al-
hance in Parliament.

Analysts say. Nepali
Congress is expected (o
emerge as single largest
majority .

The only party that looks

Teesta is now their
sorrow

By Nazmul Ashraf, back from Lalmonirhat

The Teesia river has eroded
48 highas of farm lands and
the homestead of Nazrul Islam
ol Balapara village under
Mahishkhocha urnon

He could, however, save the
tin-roofed structures and the
household goods with which

he has now settled al
Gobrardhan village of the sames
LITEON )

Once a well off farmer,
Narrul is now a small trader
Like us. at least 300 rich
farmers of this union are more
or less affected by the un
ahated erosion hy the Teesta.’
b said

Five poor lanilies. who aiso
lost everything because of ero-
sion by the Teesta, have made
thatched houses on portion of
Nazrul's newly purchased one
higha of land

"We are again planning Lo
shift cur houses from the pre
serit location as the river is
now only a few hundred yards
away. MNazrul said

Abdur Rahman, Magbul
Hossain, Hassan Ali and many
others of Gobardhan village are
now landiess due to continuer

erosion by the Teesla
Mahishkhocha and Palassy
wrilons of Aditmari thana and
Rajpur and Khuniagach of
saclar thana of Lalmonirhat dis-
trict are the hardest-hit by

both the erosion and the
droughbt.
According” 1o unofficial

sources. the Teesta has been
eroding homesteads and farm
lands in a 20-km long area
along its eastern bank affecting
hundreds of villagers in the
four unions every year. These
people were moving to other
areas of the disirict and also
migrating Lo other parts of the
northern region. fn
Mahishkhocha union alone, the
Teesta swallowed one_ high
school, four primary schools.
seven madrassahs, 19 mosgues
and hundreds of homesteads
since the erogion began in the
late eighties. The river started
changing its ecourse towards
the east since a dam in the
western side was built to pro-
tect the Haragach induostrial
beit of Rangpur in 1986, said
Chairman of Khuniagachh

See Page 12 Col 4

RPP to acguire

sei to benefit from the polls is
the rightwing Royalisi Rastriva
Prajatantra Party |RPP).

Analysts believe the NC may
have to collaboraite with the
Lthe necessary
103 seats in the 205-seat
House if It is to ferm a gov-
ernment: i

_ The Nepali Congress won a
majority in the 1991 &lections,
the first in 31 years. But Prime
Minister Girija Prasad Koirala
was foreed to quit after losing
a crucial vote in Parliament in
July because 36 ruling party
lawmakers rebelled against
him.

Earlier, braving morning
cold. tens of thousands of vot-
ers lined up at polling stations
across the country, Fifty-eight
per cent of the 12 million
electoiate had voted, the elec-
tion commission said.

Abont 1.500 candidates,
most of them from 25 political
pariies and a few indepen-
dents are in the fray for a five-
vear-term im the 205-seat
House of Representatives. Of
them. B6 are women.

PM to visit
-Maldives
Nov 23-24

. Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia will pay a two-day
official visit tc the Maldives
November 23-24 to talk
SAARC and bilateral issues
with President Maumoon Ab-

dul Gayoom, reports UNB.

This will be the second in a
seties of tours te the SAARC
countries which Begum Zia is
undertaking in her capacity as
chairperson of the seven-na-

tion South Asian forum.

According to an official an-
nouncement made yesterday.
Foreign Minister A 8§ M

. Mostafizur Rahman and senior

government officials will ac-
company the Prime Minister
to the island-country.

«  During the visit, Begum Zia
will hold official talks with
President Gayoom. covering
matters concerning SAARC
and bilateral, regional and in-
ternational  issued, the an-
nouncerient ‘said.

Expansion of bilateral trade,
economic cooperation, man-
power export and other issues
of common interest are likely
to be included in the agenda.
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Many feared killed in shelling

Serb forces close

in on Bihac

SARAJEVO, Nov 15: Bosnian
Serb | forces, ‘supporied by
Crgatia's rebel Serb artillery,
closed in on .the embattled
Muslim enclave of Bihae today
and co-opted local rebel Mus-
lims to help them in the cam-
paign, report Reuter, AFP.

The Serb onslaught threat-

_ened thousands of civillans and

some 1,300 UN peacekeeping
troops trapped in the town
and pocket, which has been
cut off by a Serb blockade on
UN food and supply convoys.
Ten surface-to-air missiles

slammed into the Muslim-held

town of Cazin and surrounding
area, a UN protection force
(UNPROFOR] spokesman said.,

The SA-2 missiles, used as’

ground artillery. were fired
Monday evening from an area

to the east of town. controlled
by Bosnian Serbs. Major Mo-
hamed Bashir-uddin reported
from the UN Bangladeshi
headquarters in the enclave.

Sarajevo radio said there
had been many casualties,.but
this could not be immediatcly
confirmed.

The missiles badly damaged

at least one building and shat-
tered numerous windows.

BSS adds: When asked to
comment about the welfare of
Bangladeshi troops in the be-
sieged town of Bihac a
spokesman of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in Dhaka said
tonight that they have already
contacted the Bangladesh mis-
sion in New York and the mis-
sion has confirmed that "UN is

See Page 12 Col 6

| British trade team

highly impressed

By Staff Correspondent

The business leader of the
visiting British trade and in-
vestment mission yesterday
said that the team members
would leave with a 'radically’
changed perception of
Bangladesh.

-"1 am confident that our
mission would leave with their
perceptlon (of Bangladesh)
radically changed.” said lain L
Dale OBE, while referring to

_the problem of perception of

the téeam members acquired
through the negative coverage
of Bangladesh in the interna-
tional media.

The mission has led to a
radical change of the "minds
and attitudes” of the leam
me{nhers he pointed out.

mmqu-yumme

perceptions are unreliable and
that reality is’ much more”
positive. he added. "That's the
real achievement of this mis-
sion and it has also created
greater interest in this mar-
ket "

Addressing a press confer-
ence at a local hotel he said
that companies represented in
the mission signed at least
three contracts in Bangladesh
during the visit. |

He found very little, evi-
dence of the general percep-
tion of aid dependency. Dale
said, instead he found a very
pro-active attitude among gov-
ernment officials and repre-
sentatives of the private sector.

"It is evident that Bangla-

h“l’*ﬂﬂﬂl

‘Hasina threatens

GAIBANDHA. Nov 15:
Leader of the Opposition
Sheikh Hasina today de-

manded elections for at least
three terms under a neutral
caretaker government to en-
sure people's voting right and

" political stability in the country

ending the current unrest, re-
ports LINB.

“We'll be compelled to an-
nounce non-stop hartal for 54
hours to 72 hours and. if
needed, we will go for 7 days
continuous agitation pro-
gramme - to paralyse the whole
administration and realise the

" people's demand.” she said.

The Awami League presi-
dent was addressing public
meetings and wayside rallies in
Bogra and Gaibandha districts
on the second day of her visit
to North Bengal.

' *The government gave the
proposal for fifty-fifty share of
powery but we rejected it ...
Our politics is not aimed at
sharing power.” she said,
adding this corrupt and ineffi-
clent government is busy pro-

non-stop hartal

tecting its power and interest
ignoring people s right.

Hasina said there was no
security of people's life and
vote under BNP. which she al
leged resorted to massive rig-
ging in different by-elections
and even rigged the vote ol a
dead person. Rowshan Ali, MP,
of Jessore.

Talking to jocal journalists |

at Bogra Circuit House Hasina
said the prospect of the Com-
monwealth-brokered dialogue
depended on the attitude of
the ruling party. "Dialogue
would be successful if the gov-

ernment shuns its obstinacy
and comes to term.”

Asked about resignation of
opposition parliamentarians,
Hasina said Sir Ninian had re-
quested her not to give any ul-
timatum at the moment.. "So.
we are walting. '

She. however, hastened to
add "at one stage, we may have
to submit the resignation let-
ters. In this context, she
blamed the government for
making the parliament inef-
fective.

This photograph, taken a few du:,m ugu nh«uwn a group of
children gazing in bewilderment at the spot where until
some hours earlier a village had stood in Mahish Gocha of
Lalmonirhat district. The Teesta has devoured vast areas
along its bariks in the region. — Star photo by A K M Mohsin

Quake kills 45 in

CALAPAN. Philippines. Nov
15: Hundreds of peopie who
survived a typhoon in their
seaside villages last month
gave up and fled the area today
after a strong carthquake and a
tidal wave destroyed every-
thing they had left on their
central Philippine island, re-

ports AP '

Carrving bags of food and
clothing on their heads and
shoulders, it least 450 people
walked down tar roads with
huge cracks left in them by the
quake that struck before dawn.

At least 45 people were
killed on the northern coast of
Mindore Island. 135 injured
and eight left missing. and as
many as 200homes were de-
stroyed. said Rodolfo Valencia,
one of s two governors, Mosl
of the deaths came in the 5-
foot tall tidal wave.

Yuli Murata, 41, a scientist
studying orehids for (the
Japanese government. was
trapped by landslides along
with three Filipino guides on a
5.000-foot mountain, local

people said.

Philippines

The quake struck the is-
land's Oriental Mindaro

province the day it planned teo
celebrate the 44th anniversary

of its founding. and people -

planning a parade spent the
day- helping survivors.

When the quake struck at
3:15 am.. it was felt through-
out the central and southern
Philippines and rocked sky-
SCT and tall hotels in
M 75 miles north of the
epﬁcentrr But no damage or
injuries were reported very far
outside the quake zone.

Th
of the 888 aftershorks jarred
Mindoro Island again. startiing
many residents.

"We are alfraid of the sea.’
sald Francisca Pascua, 48. as
she walked towards two shel
ters that were guickly sel up
in a high school gym and on a
hilly field near a hospital in the
town of Calapan. She was with
her four daughters and two
grandchildren.

Many other shellshocked
people also fled Malaylay. the
hardest hit village. where at
least 25 people died.

t the day, several
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By Staff Correspondent

The lcaders of the parlia-
men®ary opposition yesterday
scrutinised the ruling party's
latest proposal for an jnterim
multi-party cabinet for holding
general elections.

Opposition Chief Whip Mo-
hammad Nasim, after a closed-
door meeting of the opposition
leaders at the Sangsad Bhaban,
told newsmen: "We are dis-
cussing the latest government
formula handed over to Leader
of the ©Opposition Sheikh
Hasina by the Commonwealth
envoy Sir Ninian Stephen Sun-
day evening.® He. however
declined to give details.

Sources close to the leaders

attending yesterday's meeting

{old The Daily Stiar late last

_night that implementation ol

the government's latest f[or
mula would require -amend

See Page 12 Col 7

British export
credit cover
for Bangladesh

By Staff Correspondent

The British Export Credit
Guarantee Department (ECGD!
has extended normal medium
and long-term export credit
cover for Bangladesh. accord-
ing to an announcement by the
British High Commission in
Dhaka yesterday.

Prior to this. ECGD was onbh
prepared to consider support
exceptionally.

he more relaxed policy
follows a growing interest in
the market by UK capital
goods exporters and a review
which highlighted the authorn
ties' achievementd in recent
vears in reducing inflation
debt service and fiscal deficif
the statement said.

ECGD is Britains official
export credil insurer, It is o

See Page 12 Col 6

" Anti-Terrorism
(Spl Provision)
Bill placed 1n JS

The Anti-Terrorism _[(Spe
cial Provision) Bill 1994 was
introduced in Parliament
yesterday. reports UNB
~ Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury introduced the bill
aimed al disposing of caSes

filed under the Anti-Terro
rism Act on or before the
expiry of the Act. the tough

short term law which was
enacted two years back to deal
with growing acts of violence

The law enacted in 1992
for at least two years expired
an November 5, 1994

Earlier. the government
party decided not to extend
the time of the act.

JCD places 5-pt
demand to end
CU crisis

CHITTAGONG, Nov (5
Chittagong University chapler
of the Jattyatabadj Chhatra Dal

b (JCD) today placed five point

demand to end the present
crisis on the campus. reporis
BSS. _

Addressing a press conler
ence al the press club here
this aftermoon Mahbubur
Rahman Shamim, assisiani
general secretary of CUCSU
and chapter president blamed
the Islami Chhatra Shibir for
creating present stalemate on
the university cCAmpus.

He urged the authorities of
Chittagong University to expel
the accused activists of Shibir
in connection with the killing
of Nurul Huda Musa immedi-
ately.

He ppinted out that the
hall-based terrorist acyvities
by Shibir workers was repeal
edly hindering the congenial
academic atmosphere on the
campus. He called upon the au-
thorities to close down all
male hostels to pave the way
for opening the university *

PCJSS agrees
to sit with

govt Dec 12

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Nov 15 The
Parbattya Chatt m Jana
Sanghati Samity (PCJSS) has

to hold the next round

peace talks with the gov

ernménl on December 12 at

Dudukchhart berder village

under Panchharl thana of

Khagrachhan district. a highly
placed source said.

The PCJSS,. In a
letter has also demanded re-
leane before November 30 of
its 8 activists who were ar
rested on different occasioris.



