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NEW YORK. Hmr
i4: Never mind
the other 15

players at this
. week's Virginia
Slims Champiopships, this
vear the (inale of the women's
tennis season will be a going-
away party for Martina
Navratilova, reports AFP.

"It is all going to be so sen-
timental. it could be over-
whelming.” sald Navratilova.
who will retire after the
championships. "l really want
to do well, to go out playing
the way | know [ can play. It
would be the ultimate to go out
with a win.

"But I'm also ready for it to
be over with. There is 80 much
going on inside me and around
me that it's hard to deal with.

It's going to De tough to say
] f g T

Navratilova, whose 167 ca-
reer si titles include 18
Grand Slams, is seeded sixth
here. She plays her opening
match on Tuesday against Ar-
gentina's Gabriela Sabatini.

Her old rival Chris Evert
and mentor Billy Jean King
will be among those in atten-
dance when a banner bearing
Navratilova's name is raised to
the rafters of Madison Square
Garden, and honour usually re-
served for stars of the New
York Knicks basketball team.

She was afraid that after
watching it she'd be crying too
hard to play.

Navratilova's parents will be
at courtside after making the
trip from their home near

L.

They have urged their 38-
year-old daughter to recon-
sider her retirement plans, but
Navratilova says she is looking
forward to new challeriges.

On the day after the cham-
pionships she will get down to
business as the new president
of the Women's Tennis Associ-
ation.

On the same day an an-
nouncement is scheduled on
her participation in-a legends.
tour with Evert and other vet-
erans.

She already has an exhibi-
tion tour scheduled that will
take her through Poland,
Czech Republic. France, Italy,
Brazil, Chile, Thailand and
Hong Kong, and she has to
start work on the second novel
in her mystery u'thgy' "Feat of

‘championships here,

ﬂrIt however. she has to
survive her send-off, she will
be given a Harely-Davidson mo-
toreycle as a going-away pre-
sent as well as an 11-foot
(three-metre) tall tennis ball
signed by thousands of New

 York fans.

Madison Square Garden has
been the scene of some of

. 7T, “_. S Y T A i,

she has become a favourite of
the vocal New York crowd.
"Playing in the Garden is a
lot different than playing in
the other indoor venues be-
cause the Garden is obviously
very special, but it is alsn very
big and open,"” said
Navratilova's coach Craig Kar-

" don. "And the crowd is always

a factor, ‘

MARTINA NAVRATILON A

Navratilova's greatesi
CESSES.

She has won the women's
spon-
sored variously by Virginia
Slims and Avon, sometimes
played in March and some-
times in November. a total of
seven times. She has reached
the final four other times. and
won the doubles 11 times.

As the years have worn on, .

S11C-

. last time on court

‘It will be very interesting. |
think, il she could put all her
emotions aside as to this may
be being her last match or last
wee k.

Pam Shriver, who played
doubles +''*> Navratilova for
eight veal id it was, unpos-
sible to prr ¢l how the emo-
tion would affect her old
teammate.

"I hope she doesn't get all

tied up,” Shriver said. "If she's
going to go down, I'd llke to
see her go down swi

Sabatini, who won the
championships in 1988 and
the US Open in 1990, has not
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won a tournament since 1992. -
Navratilova, who dropm
out of the top five for the ‘

time since 1975 when she fell

to sixth in the world rankings -

last week, has won just one
tournament this year, the Paris
Indoors in February. :

In July she was a surprise
finalist at Wimbfedon, where

~ she lost to Conchita Martinez
.of Spain. And she played su-

perbly in losing the Oakland,
California, fihal to Arantxa

. Sanchez-Vicario on November*

6.

"I had not played tennis like

that in a long time,” Nar-
vatilova said. "It's nice to be
able to play great tennis. | just
wish 1 could finish it off. When
I play tennis like this, I know I
didn't retire too late.”

Nor does she think she is
retiring too soon. A look at 14-
year-old Venus Williams, who
made her professional debut in
Oakland, was enough to con-
vince Navratilova of that.

"1 wish 1 had her legs,”
Navratilova said after watching
Williams play. "Getting old re-
ally stinks, 1 miss winning

- easily. Everything is three sets

these days. It's infuriating.”
Sanchez-Vicario will - be

" seeded second at the champi-

onships, in accordance with
her world ranking.

But she has dominated the
game this year, winning
French Open and the US Open:

to close in on world number .

one Steffi Graf.

Graf herself had been fight-
ing injuries and has not played
since she los' to Sanchez-Vi-
cario at Flushing Meadows.

She pulled o
week's Virginia 31
Philadelphia with a sore
and could yet miss the cham-
pionships. if she does play, she
will meet Brenda Schultz of
the Netherlands in the first
round.

The other seeded players in
the fields are Martinez (3),
Jana Novotna of Czech Repub-
lic (4). Mary Pierce of France
{5). Lindsay Davenport of the
United States (7)., and Kimiko
Date of Japan (8).

on last

Portugal edge past Austria

LISBON,
Portugal edged
Austria 1-0 in
Sunday's Euro-
pean champion-
ship  qualifying
match and moved to the top of
Group Six with nine peints in
three matches, reports AP.

"Portugal's goal came in the
36th minute when defender
and captain Joao Pinto passed
the ball to Ricardo Sa Pinto
who flicked it on diagonally to
a charging Luis Figo.

The Sporting Lisbon mid-
fielder hooked the ball past
two defenders and Austrian
keeper Otto Konrad for the
anly goal of the match.

" Earlier, in the 19th minute,

rtugal missed a chance to
score {[rom a penalty. when
Oceano Cruz hit the bar after
sending Konrad diving the
WIong way.

The foul that prompted the
penaity set the tone for the
match. The bigger Austrians
playing defensively from the
start. used all means, includ-
ing foul after foul (o prevent
their swifter opponents from
getting near \he goal

By the 83rd minute when
Austrian siriker Peier Stroger
was sent off for f{elling
Juventus midfielder Paulo
Sousa with a vicious clip on the
call from behind, Danish ref-
eree Peter Mikkelsen had
handed out five yellow cards to
the Austrians and two to the
Port

uguese.
Judging by the jeers from

Nov 14:

the rruwd‘ *of &5.000 at
Lisbon's "Alvalade Stadidim’
Mikkelsen should have handed
oul more to the Austrians.

"We were the betler team.
the better team from the start
and | think the result doesn't

- really express what happened

on the field," said Portuguese
coach Toni Oliveira.

The result put Portugal on
top of Group Six in the quali-
fiers for the 1996 champi-
onship finals in England. With
nine points from three games,
they lead Ireland with six
points from two games and
northern Ireland with six from
three matches.

Austria remained fourth

Khulna soccer

KHULNA. Nov 14; The
Newsprint Mill Club chnched
the District Sports Assoclation
football Cup title defeating
Khulna Town Club 1-0 at the
local stadium yesterday. re-
ports UNB.

Hanif netted the .lone goal
in the 27th minute of the J[irst
hall.

'
Army v'ball
MYMENSINGH. Nov "14:
Comilla area, Log area. Dhaka
Infantry and Anti-Alrcraft

Artillery won their respective
robin league matches in the

Army volleyball championship

held at the Momenshahi Can-
tonment bere today, reporis

BSSs.

with#ene win anhd threegpoints
[rom three games.

Austria have never lost in
Portugal. Of the eight times
the two countries have played
ecach other, Portugal have won
once. The worst Portuguese
result was a 9-1 defeat in
Vienna during 1953's World
Cup gualifiers.

In Kiev Ukraine gained
their first win in the campaign
to qualify for the 1996 cham-
pionship, defeating Estonia 3-
0 (2-0) on Sunday in Kiev's
Republican Stadium.

Played out in sub-zero tem-
peratures and in front of
crowd numbering only 500
the game was heavily single-
sided . with the visiting
Estoniapns failing to get one
shot on target.

Relentless pressure from
Ukrainian, attackers paid-off in
the 31st minute when winger
Serhiy Konovalov broke the

deadlock with a powerful 25

yard (metre} strike that looped

over the goalkeeper.

The second goal came sec-
pnds before the half-time
whistle, when Esionian de-
fender Urmas Kirs pushed the
ball inte his own net in a fum-
bled attempt to clear a fierce
cross from Hennady anr:
henoo.

Tamerland Huseynov wra-
pped up the scoring in the
72nd minute, taking the ball
passed two defenders before
shooting the ball from edge of
the penally area into the

corner ol the goal.

American Cup
golf on Fnday
_ Sports Reperter -

The day-long American Eup
'94 golf tournament will be
held in the lush greenm course
of the Kurmitola Golf Club on
Friday.

Organised for the first time
by merchants representing
American companies in the
capital, the tournament is ex-
pected to be participated by
about 200 golfers in the coun-

try.

Barisal soccer

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Nov 14: Abahani
Krira Chakra beat Shaheed
Asish Club 2-0 in the Emma
Overseas Senilor Division foot-
ball league at the local stadium
here today.

Tuhin put the winners into
the lead in the 35th minute
while Shamim added another
nine minutes away from the
long whistle.

Babuganj Club will meet
Maneoj Smriti Club tomorrow
(Tuesday).

Gullit gomg
to Japan

TOKYO. Nov II: Dutch soc-
cer star Ruud Gullit could
move Lo Japan next season in a
move being negotiated by the
Yokohama Flugels, a newspa-
per reported on Monday. re-

ports Reuter. .

Flugels. lying seventh in the
i2-team J-League, are pre-
pared to pay over 300 million
yen (3 milhon dollars) includ-
ing -a transfer fee to land the
former Europear-footballer-of-
the-year, according to Sports
Nippon

Gullit, 32, has been looking
for an opportunity to play iIn
Japan because of recent prob-
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A path spangled with stars

Martina Navralilova's |67 singles titles:
Australian Open: 1981, 1983, 1985

French Open: 1982, 1984

Wimbledon: 1978-79, 1982-87, 1990

US Open: 1983-84, 1986-87
1974 {1}; Orlando.

1975 (4): Washington, Boston, Denver, Charlolte,

11976 (2): Houston, Sydney.
1977 (6): W

ashington. Houston, Minnesota, Detroit, Edinburgh, Charlotte.

1978 (10): Slims Champienships, Washington, Houston, Lnno.ngeleu Chicago, Seattle, Detroit,

Kansas
1979 (

. Eastbourne, Phoenix.
ﬂvm Chnmplmnhlpﬂ Oakland, Houiston, Dallas, Chicago, Richmond, Atlanta, Phncnix

1980 (11): Colgate Ecrim Championships, Kansas City, Chicago, Los Angeles, Oakland, Dallas,
m lsland, Orlando, Montreal, Richmorid, Tokyo. -

- 1981 {9): Avon Championships, Los Angeles, Cincinnati, Dallas, Chicago. Orlando. US Indoors,

. Tokyo (Lions Cup).

2 A13): Toyota Cha:hplunulﬂpn. Eastbourne, Canadian Open, Filderstadt, Washington,

Seattle, Chicago,

Kansas City, Dallas, Sydney, Hilton Head, Orlando, Brighton.

1983 (13): Slims Championships, Eastbourne, Canadian Open Tampa, Filderstadt, Tokyo (Lions

'Cup), Hilton Head, Washington,

Houston, Chicago,-Dallas, Orlando, Los

1984 (10): Slims Championships (March), Amelia Island, Eastbourne, US Indoors, Sydney,
Newport,

Orlando,

Mahwah, Fort Lauderdale, New Orleans.

1985 (10): Slims Championships (March), Lipton, Eastbourne, Sydney, Washington, Houston,

{986 (12):
(Jan), New England {Nov).

1987 (2): Filderstadt; Chicago.

.Dnlhu Orlando. Fort Lauderdale, Brisbane.
Slims Championships (March),
“Washington, Filderstadt, US Indoors, Chlcagu. Dallas, Los Angeles, New Orleans, New England

Slims Championships (Nov),

Eastbourne,

1988 (9): Dallas, Oakland, Washington, New England, Chicago, Hilton Head, Amelia Island.

_Ea_nthmmﬂt, Pilderstadt.

" 1989 (8): Los Angeles, Dallas, New England, Sydney. Pan Pacific,

Canadian

Birmingham, Eastbourne,

1990 [5): Chicago, Washington, Indian Wells, Hilton Head, Eastbourne.
1991 (5): Chicago, Palm Springs, Birmingham, Eastbourne; Oakland.

1992 (4): Chicago, US Hardcourts, Los Angeles, Filderstadt.
1993 (5): Pan Pacific, Paris Indoors, Eastbourne, Los Angeles, Oakland.

1994 [1): Paris Indoors.

NUMBERS SAY IT ALL

Some records and milestones in Martina Navratilova's career:

Number 1: Navratilova held the world number one ranking in women's tennis a total of 381
weeks — that's seven years and 17 weeks.

July 10, 1978-January 13. 1979 (27 weeks). January
“June 24,

1979 (10 weeks);

28-February 24, 1979 (4 weeks); April 16-
September 10, 1979-April 6, 1980 (30 weeks). April 21-June 30,

1980 (10 weeks): May 3-16., 1982 (2 weeks); June 14, 1982-June 9. 1985 (156 weeks); October
14-27, 1985 (2 weeks); November 25, 1985-August 16,1987 (140 weeks).
2: She won at least two singles titles every year from 1975 through 1993.
3: She won the Australian Open singles title three times.
4: She won the US Open singles title four times.
6: Navratilova's career has spanned six US presidential administration, from Richard Nixon to

Bill Clinton.

8: Navratilova has won singles titles in eight different countries.

9% She won Wimbledon a record nine times, the only player to win that many editions of any one
Grand Slam except Margaret Court, who won the Australian Open 11 times.

12: She wrn the Virginia Slims of Chicago 12 times. In recognition of that feat, Chicago

declared Febyo o 112,

1992 Martina Navratilova Day.

1¥: _otal of 18 Grand Slam singles titles, second only to Margaret Court's 24.

23 sihe reacied a record 23 consecutive finals from June 12, 1983-November 25, 1984.

37: She won 37 Grand Slarn doubles titles, 31 women's doubles and six mixed. She compieted a
doubles Grand Slam with Pam Shriver in 1984,

74: She won 74 straight matches in 1984, the longest consecutive match streak ever.

80: She played Chris Evert 80 times, she lost 21 of their first 25 matches, but finished their

. career head-to-head 43-37.
84 :

165: She-has won 165 doubles titlesson the women's tour.
167: She has won 167 singles titles, beating Jimmy Connors' men's toir record of 109.
1,438: Navratilova has won 1.438 of her 1,649 competitive singles matches, losing just 211.
“1‘“2.22? : Navratilova has won 20,052,227 dollars in prize money.

Games sponsors join forces

NASHVILLE.

_Tenn Nov 14
Sponsors ol the
1996 Olympics.
under pressure Lo
maximise returns
in an uncertain
economic clim-
ate, have formed

e ¢

g a powerful alli-
ance -to safeguard their
common interest in the

Atlanta Games, executives say,
reports Reuter.

In a move unprecedented in
Olympic annals, some of the
biggest forces in Amgrican
business. including McDonald's
Corp, the Coca-Cola Co. and
International Business Ma-

| chines Corp, are meeting regu-

larly to compare notes on
games' preparations and forge
lucrative marketing links.

Sponsor representatives,
who gaihered here late last
week the 1994 US Olympic
Committee congress (USOC),
say the initiative also is ex-
pected to include broadcast
rights holders such as General
Electri¢ Co's National Broad-
casting Co,

Come Jan. 1, the companies
will be able to step up the pace
of consultation thanks to a
special IBM E-mail aystem..

C RO&"}“ ORI) ‘iq P HJL’HE Sheffer

As an illustration of the
group’'s power, sponsors alone
are expected to kick in 44 per
cent of the 1.95 billion in rev-
enues being sought for 1996 by
the International Olympic
Committee, the USOC and the
Atlanta Committee for the

ic Games (ACOG).

With the addition of broad-
casters, the group represents
more than three-quarters of
the bugget for Atlanta centen-
nial Olympic properties, the
organisers’ marketing arm.

"These companies are
spending a lot of money as
sponsors and they want to
maximise value.” saild Ron
Palmich,. who directs IBM's
1996 times or bad, this has to
be a premier marketing event.”

The initiative is partly the-

result of the steadily rising
cost of Olympic sponsorship.
which comes al a minimum
price of 40 million for Atlahta
alone.

. Corporate downsizing also
has put pressure on promo-
tional budgets and stafl avail-
ability, while encouraging
competitors to avoid hefty

sponsorship fee sand instead .

time big-money advertising
campaigns to coincide with
the Games.
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Navratilova has won both singles and doubles titles at the same event a record 84 times.

Executives say the compa-
nies. which meet aboul once
every six weeks, have shared
information on ticket allol-
ments and

menl during the Games and
once even held a trade show.

But the group's club-like
atmosphere could set the stage
for business alliances that re-
mainlong after the 1996
Games are history.

“The personal relationships
being created business to busi-
ness are very valuable,” said
Fritha Knudsen, who directs
the US Olympic project for
Swatch. the Swiss watch-
maker.

"Everybody is after the same
goal and in that way it is quite
exclusive — were in our weon
separate categories, so were
nol competitive.,” Knudsen

said.
Because lhc Atlanta Games

receive no direct backing from
the lederal government, sporn-

sors are being called upon to
make large staffs available to

nisers.

org;m instance, 100 of ACOG's
125 technical experts are
sponsor employees and AT and
T Corp. has asked stafl to open
their homes to visiting athletes
and their relatives in 1996.
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Huber's hattrick

PHILADELPHIA. Pennsyl-
vania, Nov 14: Anke Huber
kept her perfect record
against Mary Pierce intact here
on Sunday upsetting the sec-
ond-seeded Frenchwoman 6-0,
6-7 (4/7). 7-5 in the final of
the Virginia Slims of Phila-
delphia,. reports AFP.

"She pushed me," said
Huber, who nearly let slip a 4-
O lead In the third set,” she
was always there and she never
gave up. I just tried to play my
game and it worked out.”

Huber, the sixth seed,
broke Pierce's serve with a
forehand on match point.

It was her third victory over
Pierce in three meetings, but

the 19-year-old German had to
work for it

Japan submits
2002 WC bid

TOKYO, Nov 14: The
Football Association of Japan
said Monday it had notified the
Federation of International
Football Association (FIFA) of
its desire to host the World
Cup football competition in
2002, reports AFP.

A letter e:pr‘tsaing the
readiness was sent to FIFA
president Joao Havelange late
last week, the Japanese
association said in a press
release,

The World Cup was held in
the United States this year and

is 1o be held in France in
19498

Athletics world
“mourns Wilma
Rudolph' death

WASHINGTON, Nov
Jackie Joyner-Kersee anut
others in the US athletics
world reacted with sadness
Saturday to the news that
triple Olympic gold medalis|
Wilma Rudolph had died
reports AFP.

"She was someone [ could
always talk to." said Joyner
Kersee. who won the
heptathlon gold at the 19B8E
and 1992 Olympics. as well as
the long jump gold in 1988

"She was very inspirational
She was always in my corner. I
1 had a problem. | could pick
up the phone and call her at

home. It was like talking 1o
your sister or vour mothe:
someone you knew for 4
lifetime.

"1 alwayvs thought of her as
being the greatest. ' and not
only athletically. You respecter]
her as a woman .~

Rudolph died ' of bramn
cancer at her home
Saturday moming.

She was just 54-year-old
She had battled illness since
childhood, when she suffered
polio, scarlet fever and
pneumonia and was told she
wotlld never walk

She triumphantly proved
that dour diagnosis wrong. an
in 1960 won the 100m. 200m
and 4x100m relay gold medals
at the Rome Games.

Bob Kersee. husband and
coach of Jackie Jovner-Kersee
said Rudolfph was L T
inspiration to his wife and to
other black women athletes he
had coached.

"I hope Jackie and her
generation will be able 1o
influence young athletes. biack
and white, the way Wilma
Rudolph did.” he said.

Praise came for Rudolph
from far afield.

Italy's Livio Berruti, who
became the first non-American
lo win the men's 200m at the
same Rome Games in 1960
said: "1 lose a part of me with
Wilma's death.

"She had a special way of
living sport. with her laughing
eyes. It was a far cry from the
usual tension. interests anc
calculations.
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