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Iraq Steps Forward

Saddam Hussein has retracted — with good
sense, at last. He has done himself and his coun-
try a lot of good by dropping the claim over
Kuwait as the 19th province of Iraq. It was a hor-
rific territorial ambition nurtured and asserted by
him that landed his country in an all-round
tragedy. -

He became an international outcast after the
invasion of Kuwait in 1990 inviting crippling eco-
nomic sanctions on an lraq, reduced into rubble,
following her dismal defeat in the Gulf War. His
massing of troops in southern Iraq, bordering
Kuwait. in Octobér, basically to turn the focus on
to the sanctions issue recoiled as the western
powers reinforced their demand that he fully
comply with the UN resolutions before expecting
any consideration in the matter whatsoever.

Saddam Hussein has taken the first vital step —
by recognising Kuwait and promising to respect
its UN-defined borders — to normalise Iraq's re-
lations with the international community and
eventually to end its pariah-like status in the eye
of the Western world. Britain and the USA are
likely to insist on fulfilment of other key condi-
tions before allowing Iraq to resume export of oil
and import of goods into the country. For in-
stance, Iraq has to release political prisoners,
return the property she had seized from Kuwait,
and dismantle her weapons programme, accord-
ing to the White House spokesman Dee Myers
who otherwise hailed Iraqg's recognition of Kuwait
in highly positive terms. The rights of Kurdish
and Shi'ite minorities could also figure. The Bri-
tish have a similar hardline approach to the lift-
ing of sanctions. At the other pole, Russia and
France have consistently argued in favour of giv-
ing Iraq a relief on the sanctions.

A complete unanimity would be required at the
Security Council to ease the trade ban; because
any one of the permanent members can veto a
move in this direction. Saddam Hussein has se-
cured approval of the Iraqi National Assembly be-
fore delivering the document on recognition of
Kuwait — duly signed and sealed by him — as thé

What it Takes to Get a Better Power Supply

OVERNMENTS in
developing countries
face tough trade-offs

when called upon to loosen
monopoly hold on wutilities,
such as electricity. Statle-ow-
ned electricity suppliers mos-
tly charge for the power less
than its cosls to generale.
However. it is not always that
governments consciously sub-
sidise electricity price. The
proverbial inefficiency of state-
run utilities tends to push
costs up. And inefficiency often
combines with corruption and
other abuses, causing discon-
tent among the users despite
low prices.

Governments try to tackle
the problem in the traditional
way — applying the remedy of
threat and exhortation. pun-

_ishment and reward. These

measures only come (o
tinkering with the symptoms,
not dealing with the disease it-
self. System loss is the abiding
problem with our power sec-

tor. The world average for sys-
temn loss is around 15 per cent.
In our case, it had run to as
high as 44 per cent. For long
now, the aim had been to bring
the rate down to 28, or even

better, 20 per cent. Well! sys-

tem loss still runs at 35 per

cent, Once in a while, slight
signs of Improvement would
surface. In February this year,

the rate touched nearly 34 per
cent but climbed up soon
enough. We trot around the
track and come right back to

the point we started from. '

The crunch comes when
substantial investments are
needed to be put in, not only
to keep the turbines whining
but also to expand capacity to
cater to a growing demand for
power. The state-owned utili-
ties would, of course, be run-

ning huge losses and cannot be .

expected to put up funds for
investment in new f[acilities. It

Prospective investors are reported to be demanding a guaranteed level of consumption so that they would be
sure to sell the electricity they generate. And inevitably, they are also asking for a price-hike.

is estimated that the country
would need fresh investment
of 100 bilbon taka (roughly
$2.5 billion) to double its
electricity generation capacity
for meeting the increased de-
mand for power by the end of

Lthe century. Clearly it is be-

vond the capacity of the state
o undertake such massive out-
lay in one singlé sector out of
its OWN MesSOUIrcCes.

In desperation. the gov-
ernment turns to the donor
community. Their response is
lukewarm, if not downright
negative. They are scaling
down funding of infrastructure
projects. Anyway. wastlages
have to be eliminated, system
loss brought downh to interna-
tionally accepted levels, billi-
ngs and collections have to be
improved significantly. Even
then, it is unlikely that funding
on the scale needed would be
fortheoming from donor sour-
ces. The advice of the donors

'is to invite the private sector

in and try to attract foreign
direct investment. In short,
privatize the power sector —
that is what they advise.

* In fact, privatization of
power sector seems to be a
trend that is sweeping the de-
veloping world today. A recent
World Bank report estimates
that Asia alone would spend
$277 billion on electric-power
expansion in the next five
years. Most of the funding for
the projects would come from
private foreign investment.
China, Indonesia and Malaysia
are at the forefront in attract-
ing foreign investment in the
power sector. In the subconti-
nent, both India and Pakistan
have signed up contracts
worth billions of dollars with
foreign builders of power

plants and distribution net-
work. Financiers from abroad
are going to fund all such pro
jects.

While giving the private
sector the responsibility to
build power plants and dis
tribute electricity, govern-
ments also run smack into the

problem of pricing of the
product. As long as electricity

generation remains the pre-
serve of the state, govern-
ments determine the price at
which would be sold to
the consumers, The state-

owned utflities have hardly a

say in the mattgr.__a.nd gov-

ernments know only too well
that any rise in the price of
electricity does not sit well
with the consumers, who also

happen to be the voters.
Governments also rationalise
that it is unfair to make the
consumers pay for the ineffl-
ciency (and corruption too) of
the public sector utilities, Why
should the honest consumer
be penalised for the rampant
theft of electricity and for the
chaotic billing, poor collec-
tion? The upshot is. public
sector utilities continue to sell
electricity below cost, running
deeper into debt. As a matter
of faet, on rare occasions that
governments raise electricity
price, they usually do so under -
donor pressure, not on their
own volition.

The situation changes dra-
matically when the state is
obliged to induct private en-

lrepreneurs in the power sec-
tor. The rules of the game de
mand that when private in-
vestors bulld power plants
they also win the franchise to
run the facility for an agreed
period of time (usually ranging
between 10 and 35 years) in
an efficienit business operating
environment. During the cur-
rency of the concession period
s0 agree, the invesiors would
expect a continued business-
friendly environment and an
assured level of electricity
sales. Even more importantly.
investors would demand a
guaranteed rate of return dur

ing the concession period,
which would allow net only the
funds sunk in the projects to
be recou but:also leave a
decent profit for the en-
trepreneurs. Electricity prices
have to be set in a way that
would vyield these results. In
practice, the exercise would
invariably entail electricity
price escalation.

Available reports indicate
that currently Indonesia allows
22 per cent rate of return to
investors, India offers 16 per
cent and China has set a max-
frmum of 15 per cent. It has to
be kept in mind that private

" foreign investors obtain fund-

ing for such infrastructure
projects from institutional fi-
nanciers, usually a consortium
of banks. And a banker, as they
say, would not look at a project
unless the rate of return is at-
tractive. So it is that to entice

private capital for investment
in power projects at least a
reasonable rate of return has to
be offered. The usual way of
doing this is to agree to a hike
in the price of electricity to be
generated by the private en-
[Fepreneurs.

Indeed. governments in de-
veloping countries face a hard
choice. They lose control over
the economy that state owner
ship of public utilities brings
These utilities also tend to get
overmanned, turning into
bloated institutions. Thus,
there would be a large number
of employees who see the ‘shift
to private ownership of wutili-
ties as putting their jobs on
the line and they might agitate
against the governmeni move.
Perhaps the greatest of these
worries is how the consumers
would react to the inevitable
rise in the price of electricity
following privatization of the
power secfor and its ripple ef-
fect on the society.

Our power sector seems to
have reached the crossroads
now. The government has al-
ready thrown the power sector
open to private investment. As
many as 22 private investment
proposals are said to have been
received. To judge by sheer
numbers. the response looks
encouraging. The rub lies
elsewhere. Prospective in-
vestors are reported to be de-
manding a guaranteed level of
consumption so that they
would be sure to sell the elec-
ricity they generate. And
inevitably, they are also asking
for a price-hike. As the news
media reports have it, the low-
est bidder has quoted 6.5 US
cents (roughly 2.60 taka) per
unit at the plant level. The
electricily so generated, it has

been estimated. could cost as
high as 1] cents or about 4.50
Taka per unit. In conirast, the
state-owned utility is now said
to be generating each unit of
electricity a1t 2.30 Taka amnd
selling tt for 1.60 Taka.
Consumers mayv be willing
to pay more for a reliable ser-
vice. They would love to be
spared the ordeal of rotating
power cuts — or loadshedding,
as it is known betier. Stable
power supplies wouid alse
probably enable them Lo save,
some cosis Erratic power
supply often damages eguip-
menis. necessitating repairs
and replacement. Consumers
have also to invest in voltage
stabilisers. Industrial users of
electricity instal stand-by gen-
erators and run these at their
own cost. An assurance of un-
interrupied flow of power, free
from voltage fluctuations. mi-
ght save the money they now
spend on all such gears.
Consumers will also them buy
less of candles. lanterns and
security lamps.
Still and all. it is a question
how much more consumers
will willingly pay for improved
power supply. Changes are be-
ing brought about not only for
urgent need of funds to invest
in expansion but also from a
reaMsation that privale sector
— not public sector — is best at
running business. However,
what is the extent to which
the improvements in efficiency
sought for would be postulated
on a rise in the price of the
service rendered. Then there
is the need for an appropriate
legal framework for protecting
the consumers from being ex-
ploited by the new breed of
owners of power plants. These
are some of the tangles that
need be sorted out. And all the
lime. the consumer perhaps
deserves to be told a little
more about what is happening.

reached by APEC members,

there is likely to e fireworks at
the summit ever the criticism
of human rights record of
several Asian nations by the US
and Canada.

In Indonesia, the host
couritry, observers expect world
media attention to be focused
on the East Timor issue, where

Chairman of the ruling Revolutionary Command
Council. We think, this goes to meet the UN cri-
terion that the recognition ought to come
through 'legal and constitutional channels'.

The Hunger Game

F HEN leaders ol the
17-country Asia-Paci-
fic Economic Co-

operation (APEC) group meet in
| Bogor. Indonesia on Novem-ber
15, it may be one more step
l towards the creation of the
world's largest free trade zone.
APEC leaders, holding their
second summit since the or-

Asians Wary of Free Trade Hard Sell

Satyanarayan Sivaraman writes from Bangkok

The emphasis will be on free trade as world leaders gather in Indonesia for the second meeting
of the Asia-Pacific Economic Co-operation (APEC) group. But, not all of the 17 member countries

In the gone-by decades one was advised to
shun cholera use diarrhoea instead. Now you
don't call a widespread starvation situation a
famine, you are well-advised to say drought-con-
dition rather. Experience doesn't say this little

me of deception served the deceivers well. Still

ere we are again — there is no famine condition
in the northern districts, only very temporary
supply difficuilties due to a serious drought burn-
ing out local crops.

- ment must thank their stars the
hungry ones are only tric to the towns: Per-
haps the unfed have alreakml%een sapped of the
power to make the trek. t is an impression
one may get from The Daily Star correspondent's
despatc om Kurigram. Basanti survived 1974.
Will this wizened old lady at less than forty. of
Namadaspara. Chilmari, survive 1994. Our man on
the spot doesn't seem certain that she will.-Her
first words were "Give me food. | am hungry".
These were her u::rﬂ.li_(l words. '

Who would give her food? The VGD cards that
fetch s for a week cannot be had without a
bribe and general relief items are only for go-get-
ting better-off people of the area. Basanti n't
seen Tk 200 at a time in her life and she doesn't
fall into any e advantaged groups.

For over a month news of starvation deaths has
been travelling to the Press from many areas of
the grater Rangpur district. The halting way
these are Mbﬁshcd is very much a monu-
ment to jo responsibility — n is go-
ing for a bit of scare-mongering, whatever the
real situation. But thgr know that. Doesn't gov-
ernment know it too? are they choosing not to
know and finding comfort in district officers’
Teports'? |

s did not happen t. It is the tradi- |
tional famine of the country. And this year
too took months to come to this. What did
the nt do of this long long notice.

functionaries of the motley kind only talked
problem away. That seems to have been the only
performance. ’

Where have all the good Samaritans
What are the NGOs do And Red Crescent?
Why isn't private relief forthcoming? The gov-
ernment must act and call out the social forces to
respond to the needs of the north. They have
here a chance of proving themselves a friend of
the masses. This they can fritter away only at

their peril.
The Immortal Frankenstein

Frankenstein is a perfectly good full-blooded
German name. Which did not happen to be given
to any child in the last hundred years and more.
Everyone knows the reason — that's too, notori-
ous a name for child to bear, name of a mon-
ster all civilised people have come to fear. Not
many, however, know about Frankenstein's cre-
ator, Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley, wife of the poet
Shelley and daughter to the famous libertarian
thinkers William and Mary Godwin. Still less is
known what Mary Shelley wanted her Franken-
stein to mean, at idea her scientist-made hu-
manbeing were to s . A series of horror films
made on her novel mstein, or The. Modern
Prometheus so much twisted the character for

gone?

box-office appeal, Mary's intentions have largely

been lost on the present ration. -
Frankenstein has by now come to re
complex of ideas, none of which is on a

ger of not E
serve and dabbling with life, the created t
back on its creator, so on and so forth

ganisation was launched in

1989, are expected to discuss

recommendations to set a
timetable for phasing out all
trade barriers between mem-
bers by the year 2020.

If endorsed. the move will
accelerate the process of con-
verting APEC into a free trade
zone larger than all the other
regional trading bloecs in the
world, including the European
Union and the North Américan

Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA).
When formed. the APEC

free trade zone would include
within itself two exiting trade
blocs: NAFTA which groups the
United States, Canada and
Mexico; and the ASEAN Free

» Trade area [AFTA) of the six
members of the Association of

South East Asian Nations.

With Ea combined Gross
National Product of $12.000
billion, accounting for more

than half the world's total,
APEC groups Australia, Brunei,

Canada, China, Hong Kong,
Indonesia, Japan, 'Malaysia,
Mexico, New: Zealand, Papua

'New Guinea, the Philippines,

Singapore, South Korea.
Taiwan, Thailand and the
United States.

APEC nations also account

for more than 40 per cent of

world trade. More than 69 per
cent of this trade, estimated to

be worth mare than $2.000 bn

in 1992, is conducted betweén
the APEC nations themselves,
giving the group enormous
economic clout,

According to recommenda-
tions made by the Eminent

Persons Group, set up by APEC

to recommend future action for
the forum, a free trade zone
could be created in three
phases, with advanced APEC

Sir, Have the politicians of
our country gone out of their
mind? We are one of the poor-
est nations and our survival
have been a constant struggle
of how much dole we can man-
age from the donor countries,
It has become the system. We
have forgotien to become de-
pendent on our own resources.
As a result, we have also'lost all
pride and self-respect. What a
shame! When [ look at the beg-
gars at the Mohakhali traffic
intersection, | see myself and
my fellow Bangalees at the
doors of Word Bank, US AID,
CIDA, NORAD etc. ete. with the
empty bowl with a desolate
look on the face. Twenty four
years and we are still fighting
for survival. Who is responsi-
ble?

Not the people. Not the
beggars at Mohakhali. It is
time we did some soul-search-

ing and ask ourselves how long

are we going to go door to
door with the begging bowl
and demean ourselves to the
lowest level.

It is time the pbliticians
and other social leaders shut
themselves up from their par-
them a rosy and distorted pic-
ture of the country and their

_ of hartal and hooligan

are enthusiastic about a deal. ’

nations fully liberalising trade in’

10 years, newly industrialised
countries in 15 years and less
industrialised members in 20
Vears.

The group., made up of
economists and government
officials. also recommended the
adoption of a agreement on
investment principles, har-.
monisation of national product
standards and the creation of an
APEC dispute mediation
service.

While Western members like
the United States, Canada and
Australia hope to see the Bogor
summit endorse the free trade
zone proposal, the idea has not
been entirely well received by
several Asian countries, ]

The most serious criticism
of the move to covert APEC
into a cohesive economic bloc
has come from Malaysia whose
Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohamad refused to attend the
much-publicised first summit of
APEC leaders at Seattle last
year. :
Mahathir, with discreet

-support from the Japanese, has

been promoting the idea of
forming instead an East Asian
Economic Caucus (EAEC)
keeping out non-Asian nations
like the US and Canada.

At the heart of the opposi-
tion to making APEC into any-
thing more than a loose and in-
formal grouping, is the fear
among many less-developed
Asian countries of being eco-
nomically overwhelmed by
richer members. '

There is no need to create
yet another trading bloc, they
argue, especially at a time when
trade barriers all over the
world are to come down after
the sucecessful conclusion of the
General Agreement on Tariffs
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popularity. They should try to

look beyond and see the real .

picture and find the real peo-
ple. and try to love the country.

Only because the people of
Bangladesh are patient, trust-
worthy and simple minded the
leaders have misguided and
continues to deceive them.
The real issue is always
avoided and the people are
thrown into chaos and confu-
sion.

The country is not achiev-
ing anything from this politics
ism. We
must get our act together and
think of 'our nation first. We
must get our pride back. This
childish game must stop be-
cause the time is ticking away.
The leaders should realise they
have failed and should make
room for a new set of people to
enter politics who can serv
the country. '

Akku Chowdhury
Banani. Dhaka

'Show Cause' notice
Sir, From time to time we
come across a number of ‘show
cause' notices published in our
national dailies asking a gov-

" ernment servant as to why dis-

ciplinary action should not be
taken against him/her for
unauthorised absence from of-

S T e SR

and Trade (GATT) deal in April.

Li Enheng, Director of
China's Department of
International Trade and

Economic Affairs told reporters
in Beijing: "We support the long
term goal of free trade in the
APEC region, but we do not

stand for any timetables because

it may mean actions and
decisions will be binding on
members.”

The Thali Commerce
Minister Uthai Pimchaichon has
also voiced concern, chal-
lenging rich members like the
US to first drop their own trade
barriers to prove their sincerity
before an APEC free trade zone
is adopted.

Several Asian members are
also wary of antagonising their
trading partners in Europe by
making APEC into a powerful
trading bloc. In their view, the
Americans and the Japanese are
attempting through APEC to
keep east and south East Asian
economies under their
hegemony, shutting out com-
petition from Europe.

However, proponents of the
free trade zone idea insist they
do not want to create an in-
ward-looking trading bloc, but
simply to accelerate imple-
mentation of agreements
reached during the Uruguay
Round of GATT negotiations.

"APEC, as a group, is free to
extend its own liberalisation -to
non-member countries  also,”
said Fred Bergssten, Chairman
of the Eminent Persons Group.

With US President Bill
Clinton making the Asia-Pacific
region a cornerstone of his

-economic.diplomacy, observers

feel that there will be pressure
on dissenting nations at the
summit to agree at least to a
statement of intent on creating

licial duty. ;

He or she is further di-
rected to explain in writing
within seven days of the publi-
cation of the 'show cause' no-
tice failing to do: which,
his/her services would be

“terminated from the date of

his/her absence from duty.

We appreciate and welcome
such 'show cause’ notices and
action taken by the govern-
ment for the sake of enforce-
ment of discipline, law and
order, responsibility and effi-
ciency in government service.

But we are surprised and
shocked that when the BMA
(Bangladesh Medical
Association) members and
many government doctors re-

mained absent from duty for a .

long time causing great harm
and sufferings to the people
and also death to many pa-
tients no 'show cause' notice
was issued against them.

We would request the
Ministry of Health and the
Ministry of Establishment to
kindly clarify the matter in the
interest of public service.

Do the government rules
and regulations, discipline and
rules differ from one govern-
ment officer/staff to another?

' O H Kabir

Dhaka-1203

|

the free trade zone.

Among
steps expected at the summit
are: a voluntary, non-binding
code of investment regulations

and policies, the setting up of a

trade dispute mediation ser-

the more concrete

vice. increased commitments

for trade facilitation, technical
co-operation and promotion of

small and medium-scale indus-
iries.

However, while consensus

‘a movement for national
independence has been brutally

SATYANARAYAN SIVARA- .

MAN is an 'Indian freelance

on matters of economics may be journalist based in Bangkok.

OPINION

‘Bangladeshi Troops in Haiti

In the backdrop of the UN
Security Council’'s resolution
concerning military interven-
tion in Haiti under the leader-
ship of US to force military
dictator General Ranl Cedras
out of power and the mobilisa-
tion of US war machine in the
Carribean Sea to reinstall the
democratically elected Presi-
dent JB Aristide in power,
there was mounting tension
and excitement in world
politics. Growing pressure of
the world eommunity had
failed to oust the military.
rulers which made a military
operation inevitable. In last-
minute effort to avoid blood-
shed. hectic diplomatic activi-
ties were initiated by the US-
by sending a high ievel diplo-

matic mission to Haiti led by -

ex-US President Jimmy Carter
who was accompanied by
Senator Sam Nun and General
(Retd.) Collin Powell. This ma-
neuver could successfully con-

vince the adamant military

rulers to step down from
power and with certain terms
and conditions a settlement
deal was signed for a peaceful
hand over of- power.
Accordingly US troops have
landed in Haiti in a peace
mission to maintain law and
order and prevent untoward
incidents for paving the way
for return of the exiled Haltian

"President.

Several Latin American and
European countries agreed to
participate in the multinational
force led by the US. In another
move, at the telephonic re-
quest by US President to the
Prime Minister of Bangladesh
on September 12, Bangladesh
also agreed to participate in
this multinational mission. A
contingent of Bangladesh po-
lice and armed forces person-
nel has already left and an-
other is on the way. Now, in
view of some criticisms made
by several quarters in
Bangladesh, it has become
necessary to review this step
in the perspective of
Constitutional legality.

Part-H of the Constitution of
Bangladesh embodies the
Fundamental Principles of
State Policy along with the di-
rectives for international rela-
tions. A. 25 of part-]| states
“The State shall base its inter-
national relations on the prin-
ciples of national sovereignty

and equality, non-interference
in the internal affairs of other

countries, peaceful settlement
of international disputes and
respect for international law
and the principles enunciated
in the UN Charter and on the
basis of those principles shall
— (a) strive for the renuncia-
tion of the use of force in in-

Md Jﬂm:d Hasan

lernational relations.

Two contradictory sets of
principles have been found in
this provision. One set consists
of respect for national
sovereignty and equality, non-
interference in the internal af-
fairs of other countries,
peaceful settlement of interna-

tional disputes and striving for

renunciation of use of force in
international relations.
Considering the above prinei-
ples, the decision of
Bangladesh to participate in
multinationial force in Haiti
may raise a question-mark. But
all these principles will be
based on respect for interna-
tional law and the UN Charter.
Here lies the contradiction.
The question is, if any pro-
vision of international law or
step taken under UN Charter
is inconsistent with the fi
principles, then how -we look
at it. Say for example, inter-
vention in Haiti may be con-
structed as a violation of the
principles of non-interference
in the affairs of other countries
and respect for national
sovereignty. Despite that, the
decision of military interven-
tion is the decision of the
supreme world body and obvi-
ously, it is under the holiest
UN Charter (Chapter-VII). And
as Bangladesh is a signatory to
UN Charter and committed to
international law, she is bound
to respect the decision of the
world community. And the
problem is to which principles
Bangladesh will attach prefer-
ence, the former or the latter?
In this regard A. 8 (2) of the
Constitution is required to be
discussed. It provides, that
"The principles set out in this
part (Part-II) shall not be
judicially enforceable” meaning

lllllll

. the provision of A. 25 in not

judicially enforceable., That
means the State or the
Government is not bound to
observe it. As a result the pro-
vision contained in A. 25 is
merely rhetorical and has no
practical value.

The solution lies in the re-

lation between national law
and international law. From

the jurisprudential viewpoint,
international law is not a law at
all for absence of sanction
which is the inevitable compo-
nent of any national legal sys-
tem. Human being obeys law
for fear of punishment and
maintaining order in the soci-
ety. But -States obey interna-
tional law not for fear of pun-
ishment or sanction but for
spontaneous and conscious
consent as well as concor-
dance of state wills. An implied
obligation is imposed upon the

sovereign member states of in-
ternational community when
they consolidate their
sovereign wills to obey the in-
ternational code of norms. It is |
not for subservience to any law
but for necessity of their co-
operation and co-existence
with other states. And from
this perspective international
law gets preference over na-
tional law. , _
A. 7 of the Constitution pro-
vides for supremacy of the|
Constitution and if any law is
inconsistent with the]
Constitution that law will be
void to such inconsistency.
“Though the decision of wog:l
body to intervene in Haiti is
inconsistent with some prin-
ciples enumerated in A. 25 but
as A. 25 has no applied value or |
binding effect, so to. violate
some provisions of A. 25 does
not diminish the su of
constitution. On the utherl
hand, the rest of the princi-
ples of A. 25 (respect to inter-
national law and UN Charter)
express the responsibility of |
Bangladesh towards world
community and obedience to
international law. In this re-
gard, there should not be any
wrong - conception about US
President's telephonic request
to PM of Bangladesh, because
(1} The intervention in Huitil
is not a unilateral US move
but it happened ac !
to the decision the
world body through UNSC
resolution and under the
US leadership whieh is
given the responsibility to
take necessary steps lo
put things in grder in
Haiti by that very
resolution. Seo giving
consent to US President's
request to send troops. in
Haiti is giving consent to

UNSC resolution.
Bangladesh did not gw
congent to take part a
direct invasion but to
participate in the process
of transition and
maintaining law and order
during the post-in-
tervention ;

Similar practices have
been adopted by
Bangladesh previously in

Cambodia, Mozambique,
Kuwait, Namibia and other

(2)

(3)

political disputes on
various fronts in the
world.

It can be concluded that
Bangladesh can't give up her
responsibllity as a
member state of the interna-
tional community; and obedi-
ence to international law or
respect for the decision of
world body dees not in any way
violate the supremacy of the
Constitution. ’ :
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