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NEWS BRIEFS

DU announces
fresh exam dates

Bv DU Correspondent

The Dhaka University au
thorities have announced fresh
dates of some examinations
which were postponed earlier
According to a DU press re-
lease yesterday. the degree
(Pass and Subsidiary) examina
tions of Statistics and Home

Economics 1993. earlier
scheduled for November |32
and 13 will be held on

November 23 and 24

Besides. the LLB {(Law) last
part examinations of | 992
earlier scheduled for Novem-
ber |3 will be held on 24

L ]
Saifur off to Jeddah

Finance Minister M Saifur
Ralhman left Dhaka last nigh
jor Jeddah to atitend the an
pual meeting of the board ol
governors of the Islamic De-
velopment Bank (IDB)I He s
leading a four-member Bang

ladesh delegation to the mee
ting. reporis BSS

Fuller meets
Speaker

Willam P Fuller, Presidemnt
aof the Asia Foundation called
on Speaker Shaikh Razzak AN
at his office chamber in the
Jatiyva Sangsad Bhaban yester
day. Deputy Speaker Humayun
Khan Panni was present on the
occasion  reporis BSS

Newsmen robbed of
By Staff Correspondent

A senior journaliss Joynal
Abedin and his friend Aktaruz-
aman were robbed of cash and
wrist watches at the Suhra
wardy Uddyan yesterday eve-
ning. Abedin, an editorial
consaitant with the Financial
Express. was having evening
walk -aloeng with his friend
They were waviaid by several
gurmen who snaiched Tk 200
from Abedin and two wWrist
watr es from them
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Several MPs hurt as Benazir rolls prayer beads

Fist fights, scuffles during

Legh s NA speech

Pakistani ﬁppnsitian MPs and activists assault a ruling

parliament building in Islamabad yesterday.

party sup]mrter nutmde the

— AFP photo

ISLAMABAD Nov. 14: Seve-
ral ‘opposition MPs were
infjured today in Pakistani
Parliament, where fist fights,
scuffles angd pandemonium

. brgke out during a speech by

President Farooq Ahmed
Leghari, reports AFP.
Witnesses said at least five
deputies were assaulted as
they emerged from the hall
following the 45-minute ses-
sion, during which the opposi-

. tlon continuously booed and

shouted slogans against the

- president.

Barely 20 minutes into his
speech. an army officer leapt
from his seat and positioned
himself in front of Leghari's
podium, afraid that dozens of
screaming opposition mem-
bers would attempt to attack
the president.

One member of the National
Assembly, Rao Qaiser, was
taken out of the parliament
building on a stretcher and
had facial bruises. The official
Associated Press of Pakistan
said two other ugposit!un MPs
were injured.

The uproar made Leghari's
address inaudible. The opposi-
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British MP tells press 1n City

British tinder Secretary of
State Tony Baldry yesterday
warned that if the ongoing po-
litical dialogue failed. it would
frighten away overseas invest-
ment. It could also jeopardise
the British aid programme in
which Bangladesh currently
occupies the second position
as a recipient.

Tony Baldry, a Conservative
Member of Parliament whose
responsibilities as Under Sec-

retary include developing bi-

lateral relations with countries
of South Asia and overseas de-
velopment issues, stressed
that it was imporiant for both
Bangladesh and its aid part-
ners. including Britain, that
the dialogue succeeds.
"Bangladesh stands at the

By Staff Correspondent

crossroacls of development and

it is the responsibility of the
political parties to see that pe-
litical instability does not hin-

der the development of
Bangladesh.” Baldry com- -
mented.

The British linder Secre-
tary, addressing a press con-
ference at the residence of the
British High Commissioner
Peter J Fowler at the end of a
four-day visit. appreciated the
opening up of the economy
and the emiphasis given on pri-
vatisation. Some 45 British
companies have so far invested
around 100 million ppund
sterling in Bangladesh, he said.

Baldry, who led a 27-mem-
ber British trade delegation,
said all the members of the

Aid, investment will be
affected if talks fai

miission were _interested

conducting business in

‘Bangladesh directly or with

partners. He also disclosed
that many members had initial
scepticism, but after their visit
they no longer had reserva-
tions about investments in
Bangladesh.

The British Under Secre-
tary. referring to the country’'s
political situation. said: "A one-
day or a two-day hartal does
not necessarily worry in-

vestors. What concerns them is

a state of political uncertainty,

an unstable and unpredictable

political situation.”

Responding to a question,
Baldry denied Britain or any of
the countries would like to

See Page 12 Col 8

British trade team for
lasting economic ties

By Staff Correspondent
Members of the visiting two sides. Dale. also Chairman
British trade and investment of the Southern Asia Advisory
mission in a meeting with Group (SAAG) of the British
members ol the FBCC] yester department of trade and in-
day were upbeat about the dustry. offered to build a

ecanomic prospects of
Bangladesh but expressed con-
cern at the hartal-prone politi-
cal process hurting the busi
ness environment of the coun
try

“Bangladesh is going places
and we wish to share the jour
ney with vou " said lain L Dale.
business leader of the mission,
at the discussion meeting held
al the Federation of Bangl-
adesh Chamber ol Cominerce
and Industry Bhaban

Presided over by Salman F
Rahman president ol the
FBOCCT, the meeting witnessed
a lively exchange between the

“guality, long-lasting economic
relationship based on mutual
advantage’ belween the two
countries and also offered the
services ol SAAG to acl as a
catalyst for progress in the bi-
lateral economic ties.

A Bangladesh-born member
of the team. however. ex
pressed dissatisfaction oyer
the disruptive political pro-
grammes hurting the business
environment of the country

"What we have encountered
for the last two days is not a
favourable atmosphere for in
vesiment.” salid Kabir H
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Student, police
clash in Ctg

Chittagong. Nov 14: Some
25 students were injured in
clashes between police and
student groups protesting the
price hike of newsprints here
today, students said, reports
LUNB.

Bangladesh Chhatra Union,
Chhatra Moitree and Samayj-
tantrik Chhatra Front brought
out separate processions in the
port city demanding
newsprints and educational
materials at fair prices.

Students said clashes
erupted when police resorted
to baton charge to disperse the
processions of BCU and Chha-
tra Moitree. The protlesters
damaged several vehicles.

BCU claimed that at least
15 of their activists were in:
jured when police lathi
charged on their procession
near Karnaphuli Paper Mills
office in Sadarghat. New Mar-
ket area

Ninian apprises
~ Emeka of

state of talks
By Nurul Kabir

Sir Ninian Stephen is learnt
to have sent. yesterday. a
summary of his discourses
with the country's conflicting
political camps to Commeon-
wealth Secretary General Chief

In the despatch. Sir Ninian

gave a detafled picture of the
latest situation relating to the
dialogue between the ruling
party and the parliamentary
Opposition, sources close Lo
those involved in the negotia-
tion process said. _

Meanwhile, Sir Ninian's
aide Dr Anafu met the Depuly
Leader of Parliament and rul-
ing Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) leader Prof
Badruddoza Chowdhury at the
latter's residence ycsterday
morning.

Sources close to the four-
member BNP negotiating team
said Anafu wanted to know
from Prof Chowdhury whether
the ruling party had any fur-
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Huda seeks
apology

By Staff Correspondent

Former Information Minis-
ter Nazinul Huda yesterday
sought apology from the BNP
standing committee for his re-
cent controversial statement
to the press on the issue of a
caretaker anernm:nt ruling
party sources said.

Huda was forced to resign
from the Cabinet on November
5 for his formuda of a caretaker
administration. headed by the
Chief Justice. This had embar-
rassed the government espe-
cially when the ruling party is
involved in a Commonwealth-
brokered dialogue with the
Opposition camp.

Later, he was: given a show-
cause notice by the BNP stand-
ing committee to explain the
reasons behind his controver-
sial p'rl'_'.'l-l interview in violation

See Page 12 Col 1
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UN forces won't

act to halt

attack on Bihac

SARAJEVO, Nov 14: Bosnian
Serb forces pressed ahead to-
day with a fiegrce counter-at-
tack on the Muslimm enclave of
Bihac, but UN ,peacekeepers
said they would not intervene
to halt the onslaught around a
designated 'safe area’, reports
Reuter.

Bosnian Serbs had recap-
tured most of the territory lost
to Muslim troops last month in
northwest Bosnia and seized
high ground above Bihac town,
UN military spokesman Colo-
nel Timn Spicer said. '

"It appears the BSA (Bos-
nian Serb Army) have retaken
most of what they lost,
probably around 80 per cent.,".
said Spicer. "We think they
managed to get back up on
high ground dominating Bihac
town in a push on Sunday
afternoon and evening.”

United Nations officials said
they would not act to halt the
Serb assault, despite shelling
attacks on Bihac town, which
is a UN designated 'safe area’
on the southern edge of the
enclave,

Serbs shelled the outskirts
of the town on Sunday, Spicer
said.

The UN special representa-
tive in former Yugoslavia. Ya-
sushi Akashi, has played down
any ‘suggestion that the United
Nations protection Force
(UNPROFOR]) might step in
around Bihac.

"We are deeply concerned
about the offensive and
counter-offensive spiral,” said
Akashi. .But unless there is a
re:solve of theé parties to come
ty terms, what a peacekeeping

- foorce can do is very limited "

The UN argues that it is not
equipped to impose peace by
force and to try to do so would
expose its widely dispersed
and Jlightly armed uniis to
reprisals, particularly from the
Bosnian Serbs.

The Croatian government,
earlier rebuffed a request by
Bosnian President Alija lzetbe-
govic for military aid against
the Serbs and said it was up to
the United Nations to act.

The Bosnian Serbs had
seized back most of the ground
captured by Muslim-led troops
in an offensive some tw)
weeks ago in the northwes:
and were now threatening to
meve the Muslims past previ-
ous front lines.

NirmanTiles

AL determined to realise
demand: Hasina

From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, Nov 14: Sheikh
Hasina said today her party is
determined to realise the de-
mand for holding of the next
three consecutive general
elections under theé supervi-

sion of non-party and neutral .

caretaker administration.

The Awami League chief
and leader of the Opposition in
Parliament was addressing
public meetings at different
places of Pabna and Sirajganj
districts on her way to Bogra
on the first day of her three-
day tour of the country's
northern districts.

Hasina pointed out that the
ruling Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) agitated along with
other parties for a caretaker
government to conduct na-
.tional polls during the rule of
Ershad.

__ But being voted to power,
the party was now opposing
such arrangements. "It's just to
manipulate and rig polls with

the motive of clinging to
power’. she said.

Alleging rigging ol thi elec-
tions held under the BMP gov-
ernment, the AL chic:f once
again said "People's right to
ybte is. no more safe, in the
hands of BNP."

The Leader of the Opposi-
tionr said "We are striaggling to
restore the people's funda-
mental rights inclu ding their
franchise". She 1irged the
people to intensify the ongoing
agitation for a carctaker gov-
ernment.

Hasina alleged that during
the four-year rule of the BNP.
the people witne:ssed unbri-
dled corruption. widespread
violence. jobles:sness. rising
level of poverty sind closure of
industrial units. i

AL central le aders Suranjit
Sengupta. Abclul Jalil and
Ashiqur Rahmszn. local leader
Prof. Mazharul Islam, Chhatra
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Bandaranaike sworn
in as Lankan PM

COLOMBO, Nov_14: Sri
Lanka's President Chandrika
Kumaratunga today appointed
her mother, Sirimavo Ban-
daranaike, as Prime Minister
in a 23-member cabinet that
was sworn in before her, re-
ports AFP.

Bandaranaike, 78, who al-
ready has a place in the history
books as the world's first
elected woman premier after
winning the 1960 elections,
set another record with the
first mother-daughter combi-
nation to govern a country.

Kumaratunga. 49, kept the
crucial finance and defence
portfolios for herself and made
no major changes to the ear-
lier cabinet she had named
after winning the August 16
parliamentary election.

She. however, took away

Border wtth Indr,a closed as Nepal goes to polls today

Passers-hy n hd'thruaruilr rhﬂk out displayed pﬂrtrmln of l‘!ﬁ cand&dutrs of the Nepal

Commurist Party (I'nited Marxist and Lenimst) in the Nepali capital on the eve of today s

gensral Flecliaons

AFP photo

KATHMANDU, Nov
Nepal! today closed its hurder
with India for 36 hours in a bid
to ensure fair polling in tomor-
row's general elections, a
Home Ministry source said,

ts AFP

The 1040 kilometer fron-
tier with Nepal's big neighbour
was shut in the morning to
prevent criminals from India
entering the tiny Himalayan
kingdom and potentially dis-
rupting voting, the source said.

AP adds: After weeks of pre-

election tension and at least

five deaths. 100,000 security
forces spread out across Nepal
today on the eve of parliamen
tary elections

Neither of the main con:
tenders tn Tuesday s voling --
the governing Congress Party
of Nepal or the leftist parties
led by the communists — |8
ikely to win an outrighl major:
iy

That could lead to instabil-
ity for Nepal, which is still
learning the ropes of democ-
racy. This is only the second’
election since the King Biren-
dra yielded to a popular demo-
cratic uprising in 1990 and
became a constitutional mon-
arch.

An electorate of 12 million
will choose deputies for the
205 member House of Repre-
sentatives. As many as 1,442
candidates from 24 political

parties and independents are

in the fray.

The Nepalli Congresa Is
contesting all the 205 con-
stituencies as against 196 by
the communists. :

The morith-long campaign
has been subdued. lackluster,
but at times violent. Clashes
between rival political groups
were blamed  for the five
deaths.
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supervision over highways
from the on ly other woman in
the cabinet., Srimani Athu-
lathmudali, and gave her only
transport. women's affairs and
the environ ment.

A Tamil politiclan and a
former minister. S Thon-
daman, whio defected to the
government just two weeks
ago. was gi ven rural industrial
development and livéstock.
instead of t he tourism portfolio
he field before.

See Page 12 Col 7
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Govt sets price
for Aman, but
no target

Star Report

The Cabinet yesterday ap
proved the Aman procuremernt
policy for the year = 1994-95
fixing Lhe purfhd&l" price ol
paddy and rice at Taka 220
and Taka 340 per maund re-
spectively. The prices are 10}
taka higher than that of the
last year.

According 1o an authorita-
tive source in the Ministry of
Food, the procurement begins
today. There would. however,
bhe no larget for such drive this
year.'

Explaining the reason tor
not fixing any target, the
source said the purpose of the

See Page 12 Col 5

Storm kills 2
in Sirajgan

SIRAJGANJ, Nov |4 b
people were killed and 25 ;.
jured during a violen | stor:;,
that lashed Kamarkh and an!
Sadar thanas of the distriot
early today. reports | INB,

Saome 1.500 thatc berd
houses and croj ;s on abod
1.000 acres of la nd were dan.
aged and nearly | 000 trees
uprooted duri ng the storrmo
witnesses said .

The dead were lﬂEI’iT.]flf'{" A=
Kabul. 35 and Shukur Ali. 42
of Charbarni village in Sadar
thana.

Seriously injured Abdul Haj
7 and Shukkur Ali. 42, were
admitted to Sidabad Health
Complex.

Govt employees
assure Khaleda ot
all cooperation

Leaders of the governmern!
employees assured Prime M:
nister Begum Khaleda Zia
their sincere eflorts to 1mpis
ment government progra
mmes: reports UNB.

The leaders. of the Liiiss
Committee of the Bangladesh
Sarkart Karmachari Samannavs
Parishad and the Bangladesh
Sarkari Karmachari Sanghat
Parishad called on Begum Zia
at her Sangsad Bhaban office
yesterday.

Led by convenor of the
commitiee Syed Mohiuddin
the 25-member delegation in
cluded member secretary Mo
hammad Salahuddin Selun
and leaders Abdul Mannan [W
Shah Alam and Sri Nani (ropa:
Das.

The employees: who were
abstaining from work to press
home their 14 point demand
expressed their thanks to the
government for resclving thei
problem through discussion

WP to reject uny.
power-sharing
formula: Menon

Rashed Khan Menon AP
yvesterday said the Left toroes
would reject any power st
ing formula or election of
privilege to the major parties
in ! power and in the
Opposition, reports L!NB

Menon told newsmen
the Left Democratic
(LDF). of which his Workers
Party is a component. wanted
guarantee of free and fair polls
through necessary amendmetit
to the Constitution, ypgrada
tion of election rules and lor
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The Bily Star is happy to announce
the launching of a new feature page
titled "LAW PAGE" dealing with legal
matters for the benefit of our valued
readers and citizens of this country.

This"LAW PAGE" will be published
every fortnight with the first issue

appearing on
November, 1994.

Wednesday,

16
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