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ﬂFaee-oﬂ' in Bosnia

The UN Security Council is to go into a special |

consultation session today, at the u of the
Bosnian government that ¢ be protected from
an imminent Serb onslaught. Twelve hundred

Bangladeshi troops were tra in the enclave,
cut off by the on- fight n the Bosnian
the Serbian- soldiers who

ﬁnvrrnm-rnt forces a
ave laid a blockade around the place. It is a UN-
declared 'safe haven'. threatened to be violated
with the Serbian counter-offensive triggered by
the recent military successes of the Bosnian and
Croat forces.

The prospect for international support dan-
gled. off and on, rather tantalizingly, 'before the
moist e of the Bosnian mment
short of really falling as a ripe fruit on its lap.

Hopefully. this will change now, after the
United States has decided unilaterally to with-
draw the arms ban on the Muslims and Croats
who are fighting a common war against the
Bosnian Serbs. The US has been provoked into
this action by the Serbian failure to accept the 5-
nation peace plan by November 15. Since it is the
USA which had given the ultimatum to the
Bosnian Serbs, and not to the NATO or the UNSC,
it was obviously for her to react to its rejection
the way she has done.

There is another way of loo at it. The
peace plan was co-authored by five big ;
including Russia, a cultural ally of the Serbs; and
to that extent, it is a document with a clear in-
ternational”character. That being so, was it too
much to expect that, in place of a truncated US
lifting of the ban, we should have.got a multilat-
eral withdrawal of the arms embargo?

The USA deserves the thanks from conscien-
tious pa:-?le all over the globe for its unilateral
gesture ol goodwill to the aggrieved partly. She
has put the ball in the court of other
follow suit, particularly those in the NATO.

She has shown a great courage by distancing
herself from her NATO allies on this particular is-
sue. Earlier, some veto powers including Russia
and China had objected to a US idea of a Security
Council resolutien calling for withdrawal of the
arms ban. What can save the situation now are an
immediate ceasefire and a UN ultimatum on the
Serbian leadership to accept the peace plan on
pain of punishment. :

Super-selling Manuscript

Decades ago there was a fad for measuring in-
telligence not only of living mortals but also of
long dead men and women of genius. One man's
name popped above all in quite a few of such at-
tempts. Leonardo was the name. Yes, that illustri-
ous member of the renaissance triumvirate com-
prising beside him Michaelangelo Boundaroti and
Raphael Sanzio. But most of world's literati re-
members the name as the creator of Mona Lisa or
La Gioconda — may be unfnrtunatt;z. That paint-
ing was hardly Da Vinci's best and the genius had
many other claims to immortality besicﬁts being a
master painter.

A manuscript of Leonardo's notes and com-
ments on wide-ranging topics, penned in about
two years' time, exactly 4 ears ago,-has been
sold by Christie's in New York on Saturday at the
all-time record price of 30.8 million dollars or
more than 123 crore taka. Although the
manuscript contains some sketches, all of these
are technical ones illustrati Da Vinci's obser-
vations made in the text and
So. why such a price easily rivalling the highest
offered for painth]:; s? S .

This was indeed a fit recognition for the per-
fect renaissance man fusing art and the:sciences.
Although [talian renaissance dealt a mortal blow
to European medievalism, intolerances and rule
of dogma and prejudice continued to bedevil
Christendom for another two centuries.
Hundreds of men and women of advanced liberal
and scientific ideas had to meet their death at
the hands of the Inquisition. Leonardo had reason
to resort to mirror writing or writing backward
when penning this manuscript. Full one hundred
years before Galileo Galilei said so, Da Vinci said
in his notes that the moon had no light of its own
but only reflected sun's rays. He explored aerial
flight and submarine travel as also he formulated
interesting ratios in human anatomy. He specu-
lated about the cosmos and water and atmo-
sphere. All of these and much more are in this
manuscript. ‘

As a higher and more -sided genius than
him will ever be difficult to find, so also a more
precious manuscript is unlikely ever to abound —
3pcclally when mankind is on the point of aban-

oning writing in long hand. -

The Unemployed Doctors' Association has in a
recent meeting held at the IPGMR canteen
adopted a three-point charter of demand. There
" is nothing of earth-shaking nature in these de-
mands. Rather these reflect a side to the medical
profession almost wholly unknoewn to most peo-

le. This is a side to which the majority of quali-

ed physicians and surgeons belong — thé side of
the young and the helpless — hopelessly helpless
medical graduates. The image that lea prac-
titioners of medicine and wielders of the lancet
have built up for the profession is s unflat-
tering. Fleecers they are called and are credited
with never g their best of attention, knowl-
edﬁ: and skill — very patently for the fault of only
a tew of them. The other ‘extreme is formed (I::g

ers to

frustrated medical graduates unable to land a |
for years. -
0 avoid this nightmarish situation medical
students have long n agitating for guaranteed
overnment jobs on passing out from their col-
eges. As overall ug'c_wemmcnt licy is moving
away from the welfare state — t has become a
lost cause. Private clinics and hospitals are, how-
ever, sprou all over the towns and the young
professionals are left with this only quarter to go
to save their souls. These new-fangled commer-
cial health houses, mostly-yet in an unsavo
?tatt. take ﬁ;t]i advan of tzinsd situation and of-
er no more than a pi ce no appointment
letter and written down service mnditﬁ:n at all.
The demands of the Unemployed Doctors'
Association relate to a minimum at
the clinics and making it bin on clinics to js-
sue appointment letters, and to p to a code of
conduct ensuring appropriate service conditions
for medical employees. ' | *
The clinics cannot be allowed to continue with
their awful exploitation of the medical profession-

als. The ernment must inter 1
intcrvm:g.m cede, | necessary

iy

ave little art value. °

N reply to a question fr
om Cable News Network

(CNN) reporter a couple
of days ago one of (he

conscious US eleclorates
“apparently fram Midwest said
— Clinton should goe back to

Arkansas — his wife too,
President Clinton, however,
lell for Middle-East on a

"Peace Mission.” it is not that
he wanted to escape domestic
criticism for his unintentional
non-pesformance or better say
less performance in the do-
mestic areas, but he lelt it is
time for the US President to
visit M-East and give his per-
sonal support Lo the peace
process. He said “| embark on
2 mission inspired by a dream
of peace. a dream as ancient as
the people | will visit, a dream
that now, after years of sirug-
gle has a new chance of be-
coming a reality.” _
Undoubtedly. US peace ef-
forts after the collapse -of
Soviet Union largely chan
the political landscape of M-
East. PLO got same paiches of
land in the occupied territo-
ries where they established
their self-rule which is ex-
pected to expand in the com-
dng months thus laying the
foundation of the proposed
Palestinian state which even
Israel cannot stop now. The
peace agreement signed offi-
cially on October 27, 1994 in

Wadli Araba at Israel-Jordan -

border and personally wit-
nesséd by President Clinton’
was another major step to-
wards peace in the M-East.

The peace agreement has

formally put to an end 45 years
of hostilities between Jordan

,and lsrael. After the peace

agreement, King Hussein said,
".... all the children of Abraham
will remember this day as the
"dawning of a new era of
peace”. Here he put Israelis
and Arabs together as the chil-

dren of Abraham — ,.lhf:ir
comimen ancestor. Prime
Minister Rabin replied by

*HE mediating — or sho-
uld we say facilitating —
effort of Common-

wealth Secretary General

Emeka Anyaoku's emissary Sir
Ninjan Stephen and his two
aides in resolving the current
political impasse ol the
country has unfortunately not
been universally welcomed.
There are some who have
raised accusing fingers at the
ruling party and the opposition
for their failure of not being
able to solve Lhe crisis by
themselves. They consider the
foreign help' humiliating. But
do they really have a point?

The fact Is that the coun:
try's mainstream political par-

ties have become divided on a
nationally mos!t important is-
sue. Their diametrically op-
pesed positions. have not al-
lowed them to narrow the gap
between them even after
meonths of debates. At one
point the opposition parties in
parliament unitedly started
boycotting the Jatiya sad
sessions. Even they resorted to
sirikes and agitations to press
home their demands. The
country has in the meantime
sustained enormous losses due
to political instability. If they
carry out their threat of
resigning en masse, one

cannot say what tragedy will
befall the nation. There are
hardly any two opinions about

Peace and War in M-E

Historically, peace comes after war but this peace has apparently ignited a new war — a war by those who

have so far been ignored or left out of the peace process.

declaring that tweo nations
would “draw en springs of our
greatl spiritual resources, to
forgive the anguish we caused
each other. to clear the mine
fields that divided us for so
méany years”.

This peace ment of
King, President and Prime
Minister created a war-like si-
tuation and indeed sent shiver
among ordinary Palestinians
and Arabs in Jordan, West
Bank and Gaza and also else
where In the Arab world.
Reportedly many Jordanians
asked why King was in a "rush”
to conclude such a deal with
Israel? Peace agreement stipu-
lated trysteeship of holy places
in Jerusalem with Jordan,
which infuriated Palestinians
and led Lo strong condemna-
tion by them. Jordan, howeyer,
pledged Iin Casablanca
Economic Conference last
week (o transfer the trustee
ship to the Palestinians in due
course which eased the situa-
tion. Syria termed leasing of a
plot of Jordanian land for 50
years to lsrael as "a shameful
precedent that verges pn blas-
phemy”.

. The most radical group
Hamas which was. reportedly
responsible for three terrorist
attacks in Israel during the last
couple of weeks that killed
over 30 people indeed de-
clared an open war against all
the peace accords signed with
Israel. Syria reportedly allowed
a Hamas leader to warn Israel
against any action against
Hamas. He said, "If Rabin at-
tacks Hamas, we will hit back
harder”. He "vowed to take its
fight against the Jewish State
anvwhere in the world. . Rabin
will be responsible for expand-

. succeed”. But the Supe

ing the arena of battle and
harsh actions would follow in
any parts of the world il Rabin
starts transferring the war”.
Historically. peace comes

_after war but this peace has

apparently ignited a new war —
a war by those whp have so far
been ignored or left out of the
peace process. Of course,
President Clinton had issued
strong warning to the terror-
jsts. He said., "We can not. we
must not, we will not let them
r Power
is simply no match for the in-
visible terrorists. The
spokesman of the terrorist

group Hamas openly said -
threats do not scare us he-cau7
we in Hamas want martyrdom?

indeed, nothing can be done
against some one who is de-
termined, though wrongly. to
die while carrying out deadly
atiacks against others. The
world has witnessed many
such horrifying attacks.

There are radicals, fanaties,
terrorists everywhere and in
all religions. It is no use blam-
ing only Muslim "funda-
mentalists” (In my .opinion,
fanatics. radicals and terrorists
should not be termed as
fundamentalists as any one
believing in fupdamentals of &
religion which teach goodness
and peace cannot indulge In
terrorist activities). The most
precious thing to any living be-
ing is its life. One must try to
understand why and at what
stage one becomes prepared to

sacrifice his life One does i
rightly or wrongly for a cause
and here lies the judgement of
a conscientious mind on a
course of action and the strat-
egdy that has to be followed to
deal with such people. After
having had hostilities for
decades or even centuries the
world has started dealing with
such issues and people effec-
tively. South Africa's ex-

President de Klerk is now a
Deputy President io President
Nelson Mandela who had spent
years in j&il under de Klerk
Arafat's name was an anathema
to any Israell; now he is the

Chairman of the self-rule area
and sits in the same sofa and
shakes hands even informally
with the Israeli Prime
Minister. Latest and most In-
leresting is John Major's re-
cent overture to Jerry Adams
of Northern Ireland. If all
these could happen why not
stretch the idea and the strat-
egy a little further to M-East
for an overall peace which
could meet the “dream of
peace” of President Clinton. He
seems (o be on the track £x-
cepl one or two deviations like
dealing with Iraq, Kuwait eic.

The President of the United
States does not come to the
Jordanian desert just to wit-

.ness the signing of a peace

agreement. He had some other
mission: the mission of peace

and war (message of war to
Irag) that would help the US

and its friends in the region.

Such a misston led him to un-
dertake a visit to Syria which
is still in the State Depart
ments list of terrorist
cofintries. A straight” flight
from Washington to Damascus
with the sole idea of meeting
Hafez Al-Assad would have
been an awkward one diplo
matically. Hence President
Clinton's visit to Jordanian
desert

President Clinton's meeting
with President Hafez Al-Assad
did not produce any break
through In Syria-lsrael rela-
tionn. He, however. said "1 be-
lieve that something is chang-
ing in Syria. its leaders under-
stand that It is time to make
peace”. US President's visit has
its own weight and implica-
tionk The US emphasis on
peace with Syria may make
hardline Israelis somewhat
flexible and this may enable
Rabin to commit total with-
drawal, may be over a shorter
period than stipulated, from
Golan Heights for total peace
with Syria. Peace with Syria is
a must to bring about a com-

euiﬂtg‘guﬁ .t ilmwi t:nrw

Lebanon problem and also
dismantle the Syrian bases of
the radical dissident Pales-
tinfans and Hamas activists.

Hamas is nbw a formidable
force in Gaza and Wesl Bank
and all efforts must be made to
arrest its growth and expan-
sion, otherwise peace in M-
East will be in . A8 it is
a terrtbly fanatic force and ever
ready to die to embrace their
brand of "martyrdem”. no
amount of force can deter
them. Force will only make
them more aggressive and
desperate. A vear ago Hamas
had about 10 per cent

Ninian has Brought Us No Shame

by Mahbubur Rab Sadi
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Juncture, any complaint on the pretext

- ==

the tragic consequence.

When both democracy and
the country are passing
through such a crigis, the sec-
retary general of the
Commonwealth, a body of
more than 40 democratic
countries, has taken initiative
to bring the feuding parties to
the negotiating table. The
choice of Sir Ninian is no
fluke. A respected national of a
friendly democratic country,
Australia, with a record of im-
mense goodwill to his credit
for resolving bloody confronta-
tion in many other places af
the world, Sir Ninian's is an
august presence at the talks
between the two parties. - .

It is indeed difficult to
make out how his mediation
can be an affront to our na-
tional prestige. If some. con-
sider it a'shame on owr nation,
an MP of the ruling party has
even crossed all limits of cour-
tesy in his protest against the
foreign mediation. Such irre-
sponsible utterances could be

dismissed without comment,
had it not concerned as impor-
tant an issue as the holding of
elections freely and fairly.

What really is shameful? We
have been accepting loans. aid
and assistance from foreign
countries and aid agencies. Not
only are we looking for such
help but have earned the dubi-
ous distinction of not properly
using them. At least the donors
make such a complaint. After
becoming independent, we
have failed to rule ourselves
and allowed autocsacy to lay its
stranglehald on us. In place of
cultural exchange, we have im-
itated alien ways and devel-
oped a perverted - culture in
the process. The list of all such
shameful account of ourselves
is long. All this is enough for us
to hang our head low.

If the political parties take
opposite stands on a serious
issue, politically conscious
people of the country are most
likely to have divided opinions.
In fact, for the politically con-

scious people it is very difficult

to be neutral on that issue.

Even if there are a rare few,

they cannot be of much help.

For they have to enjoy the con-
fidence of the contending par-
ties. This is almost impossible.
If a respected personality from
a friendly country volunteers to
help resolve the problem at
such a critical juncture, any
complaint on the pretext that
it is an intervention in our in-
ternal affairs, should be con-

sidered narrowmindedness
instead of sensitivity to na-

tional prestige.

Since before the birth of
Christ, the people of this land
have been accustomed to
peaceful coexistence. Our
ancestors have hated war.
Engaging in muscle power,
quarrel and battle is devoid of
humanity. Muscle power is
animal power. Human pewer
lies in the head and heart. The
Bangalees have historically in-
culcated such values and fol-
lowed such a philosophy in

their life and society., The

that it is an intervention in our internal affairs, should be considered
instead of sensitivity to national prestige.

Bangalees may have lagged be-
hind others in warfare and
animal power, but in the exer-
cise of mental faculty they
were never a push-over. Today

- Moscow and Washington may

search for peace aftér they
have stockpiled war machines
to destroy the world may times
over, but we can take pride in
our long tradition of non-vio-
lence,

Cannot ‘d citizen of this na-

tion with that enviable tradi-
tion behind it expect to play a
mediatory role in. resolving a
crisis in any other country? In
that situation. if the people
there cry hoarse that foreign-
ers intervention is demeaning,
how shall we receive it? Can
we say that South Africa, the
Middle East, Northern Ireland,
Cambodia have behaved shame-
fully by . accepting foreign
mediation?

Member of the army or po-
lice of Bangladesh join the UN

peace-keeping forces.” Is it not

Falestinians support. but now
one puls it around 40 per cent.
The way Hamas treated Arafat
during last week at the fuperal
of a radical Palestinian journal-
ist Hani Abed allegediy killed
by Israeli Secret Service
agents should be a lesson for
the peace makers The mili-
tant group later officially apol-
ogised to Arafat but the fact
renains that he is losing con-
trol of the situation.
Therefore. if “dream of
peace” of President Clinton is’
to be made a reality the total
sirategy to deal with fanatics
and radicals has (o change.
Follow how others have recon-
ciled with their sworn ene-
mies. Why not do it with
Hamas? Tackle Syria and
Hamas simultanecusly; the
peace talks will be easier It's
only counterproductive to burn
and bomb houses of alleged
terrorists. In the process in-
nocent civilian population in-
cluding wemen and children
get kdlled. These create snow-
ball effects in terms of terror-
ism; one calling the other a
terrorist and attacks comtinue.
Istraeli tactics of physically
lifting of radical leaders and
putting them in jall further
ignite the anger of the radicals
and fanatics. The situation is
getting worse and indeed wild
every day. They do not even
spare Arafat now. The only al-
ternative is to negotiate with
them and bring them into the
peace loop. This is not surren-
der, only tactic is chariged. Go '
for a general amnesty with re-
lease of prisoners inclu
ragiical leaders prowided all
terrorist attacks are
and they join Arafat and the
peace process. This is the only
way out. bombs and bullets can
not stop them. When peace is

‘the objective. war must not be

the option any more.

[The regular weekly column
"Along My Way™ by S B
| Chaudhuri will be published
tomorrow.

one of the programmes to re-
solve internal crisis in differ-
ent countries?

The world is turning into a
global village fast. It would be
foolish to oppose the idea.
Perhaps we are not in favour of
revival of parochial national-
ism. Many of those who feel
ashamed to see foreign inter-
vention, believed in a theory
according to which the same
class from abroad are closer
than the different classes of
this country. The fact is, such
people’'s idea of respectability
is also not free of mental
poverty. _ i

We owe Sir Ninian and his
two aides our heart-feit thanks
and gratitude. Whether their
mediation will help save the
crisis or not, the nation will
really benefit from their sin-
cere effort. We feel happy and
proud for that. At the same
time we congratulate both the
ruling party and the oppositiori
for participating in this good
effort without thinking of los-
ing their face. As the prospects
of a reconciliation are getting
slimmer. can we remind them
that the vast majority of our
people whole-heartedly like to
see a peaceful solution to this
crisis.

The writer is an ex-MP and
founder of" 'Ganotantra Anu-

‘shilon Kendra'.

Applying Free Market Principles in Rural Bangladesh

E often discuss eco-

nomic reforms at five

star hotels’ conferen-
ce halls where participants in-
clude top bureaucrats. politi- -
cians, industrialists, chamber
elites, journalists, ecoromists,
representatives of varioms UN
bodies etc. In a much inferior
conférence hall, a small body
called MOER has also had the

plkasure of discussing free

market ‘concepts since 1991.
Moer's (Making our econ-

| omy right) basic objective is to

rub shoulders with the ordi-
nary folks to reaware them of
their natural rights to eco-
nomic freedom as found in a
free market. Our top bureau-
crats and elite, even politicians
and industrialists, are mostly
believers in a government-led
economy and not in the dy-
namics of the market. Much of

their present success, wealth

or status, are more or less di-
rectly linked to regulations
and interventions of the gov-
ernment. tly. an indus-
trialist is enormously success-
ful because he had been sanc-
tioned easy loans. given a pro-
tected internal market or, the
éxclusive right to his chesen
business. Hardly any economic
activity is possible without
Also

Sir, From time to time. we
have occasion te come across
newspaper reports stating that
numerous applications for
sanction of new telephone
ltnes are lying pending for
want' of adequate provision ef.
capacity in the telephone ex-
changes to accommodate in-
stallation of new ones.

There are good number of

applications who have de- .

posited their Demand Neotes

| and are eagerly awaiting not

for days and weeks. but for

| months for wiring and con-

nection,

| While

the Telephone

the gnv:rﬁment honours the
successful businessmen with

CIP or other privileges to avdid

stringent airport custom in-
"spection or- baggage rules
which the ordinary travellers
must comply with.

Lack of democratic institu-
tions such as independent ju-
diciary, TV, radio and press,
often makes it easier for many
a bureaucrat to do whatever he

likes disregarding our disad-

vantages. Our villages in the
_northern districts are report-
edly terrorised by under
ground radicals. Life and prop-
erty is most unsafe yet gov-
ernment acts poorly to counter
this menace. But, where the
government has acted is in
regulating and intervening in
_the rural economy. As such,
seemingly, rural market forces
are rather suppressed and eco-
nomic activities threatened.
Government-approved im-
' port-substitution industrialists
enriched themselves . at the

cost of the agriculturists. Our

protected industrialists had
sold power pumps assembled
inB adesh almost at double
the price till liberalisation of
import. rules. Examples are
endless how our market po-
' tentials had been virtually

e

'auhscriheru of ,analog tele-
phones, they have, howeéver,

" attempted to introduce newer

devices * and facilities for the
telephone subscribers viz.
Digital, ISD, Card - Phone,
Pager, Chordless, Mobile
phone etc. which have opened
up fremendous possibilities for
the telephone users,

These additional facilities
would have been very much
appreciated if they were added
after ensuring flawless service
to the analog telephone users.

- There are however a good
number of single unit houses
or flats enjoying multiple num-

df"
stroyed for the sake of a

by Nizam Ahmad -

favoured few. It all began with
late Shafiul Azam's industriali-
sation drive in the then East
Pakistan when he had headed
the East Pakistan Industrial
Development Corporation
(EPIDC). Their plan to indus-
trialise the country required
the tough handedness in
forcibly curbing cane growers
producing brown sugar and
gur. All cane output must be
sold to the North Bengal Sugar
Mills so that the “approved"”
industries would not run short
of raw materials. Home pro-
duction of gur in villages is still
a punishable offence. We have
inherited such economic
ning from the British Colonial
masters prohibiting the
farmer-craftsmen of Bengal to
produce high quality textiles
which English could not pro-
duce.

The policy of import substi-
tution and inward looking in-
dustrial thinking is still held
dear at posh conference halls.
In contrast, rural Bangladesh
having no access to Planning
Commission and Ministries

craves for economic policies

based on the law of compara-
tive advaritage and also market

demands freed of government

ber of telephones. which if_

they were a bit liberal and. ac-

‘commuodative, eould have heen

given to others, who are under
pressing need and are waiting
for it for long. The Department

before sanctioning a telephone

should see if the particular
unit/flat has the benefit of us-
ing more telephones.

M R Islam
Mirpur, Dhaka

Graphics
Sir. Thanks to The Daily
Star's map (Oct 31) | could get

a clear conception of the 2-in-
1 'Meghna'  bridge, and the

. controls.
government controls are creat-

plan- -

"spindle

a

Protectionism and

ing neo capitalists who, natu-
rally, control bank. insurance,
export market, local market,
chamber body panels etc.
MOER initiated discussions
with the rural people on the

. question of applying free mar-

ket principles in rural Bang- .
ladesh. It is surprising and
very encouraging that the
common rural folk and eco-
nomic activists understand
market forces instinctively.

Kumarkhali upazila weavers
do not get/yarn at actual rates.
Seventy per cent of the coun-
try’s yarn requirement is lo-
cally produced in million-dol-
lar spindle industries. These
industries actively
lobby for higher rates of tariffs
to protect their' industrial
privileges under anti-dumping
laws flouted by Indians and
Pakistanis. Higher tariff walls
simply mean higher prices

which the weavers must bear.

Who should survive then — the
spindle plants or the country-
wide weaving industry? Under
a government-led economy,
those ‘having ready access to
the corriders of econeomic
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‘Meghna-Gumti' bridge. This is
actually one bridge in two
parts, separated by a char/
island. Still. the report missed
to mention the names of the
two ferry ghats which carry
the present traffic load. ‘

We are not yet "graphics”
minded. This is surprising
when the use of computer
makes it so easy.

The government write-up
may be graphic personality-
wise, but not graphics-wise.

Keep up the innovative
trend.

A Zabr
Dhaka

| andnd

policy makers will be the ulti-

- mate winners. It is no wonder

that Kumarkhali which" had

"been in the Textile business
" since the last 100 years has
lost the battle. Unfortunately .

though, they are now depen-
dent on smuggled yarn from
India. They have to pay once
price for local yarn in the
morning and another in the
evening. An urban labour dis-

~ pute or a power disruption fur-

ther leads to hoarding and
price fluctuations. .
MOER's [ew rural discus-
sions gather, that poor weavers
are more keen to face compe-

tition than lobby with bureau-

crats. They do not fear Indian
or Dhaka manufacturers but
they abhor government's
otherwise economic obstruc-
tions to free play of market
forces. Rgw materials must
have easy access to Kumarkhali
markets and their finished
products must be easily dis-
posed of to wherever the mar-
ket pulls. Kumarkhali traders
must be free to empty ware-
houses and ship bedlinens
without complex formalities.
Many Kumarkhali artisans
now work in India since
Kumarkhali textile market has
been worst affected by gov-
ernment import substitution
industrial policies. India and

- Pakistan probably subsidies

their textile which enables
dumping of their textiles af-

our genuine producers.
But subsidy will ultimately
weaken their efficiency and
downgrade their quality of
product Kumarkhali or other
more-capacity industries can
then bounce back and recap-
ture their markets. Protec-
tiondsm is likely to destroy any
such comeback other than
erecting higher tariff walls
which is counter productive.
The much talked about back-
ward linkage to readymade
garment contractors is based
on protectionist law and may
not help genuine Bangladeshi
producers.

makes everythi
r is any muntrr?

‘movement permits,

gifted with producers able to
produce all that an economy
connisumes. Free market per-
mits free flow of 8, Sser-
vices, capital,’ skilled labour
and technology, and this is
what the Kumarkhali textile
based exactly requires but, the
rural producers and con-
sumers are constantly taking
the economic bashing under
regulative practices of the gov-
ernment. -

Simple agri-liberalisation
has boosted our rice produc-
tion. The removal of grain
BADC's
monopoly on selecting deep
tubewell sites and fertiliser
distributor enabled the farm-
‘ers double their production.
Sky would be the limit if the
same f rs enjoy free mar-
ket access to capital, technol-
ogy and as such, markets.
Thailand the world’'s No. 1 rice
trader is one such glowing ex-
ample of obstacle-free poten-
tials of the market.

Free trade of Hong Kong
and Singapore made a small
play in China's industrial vast-
ness. By adopting Hong Kong's
free market principles, Deng's
China is now the fastest grow-
ing economy in the world. If
Bangladesh too adopts free
trade policies like Hong Kong
and Singapore, the Indians' so-
called superior industrial ad-
vantage can also probably be
dwarfed to an extent.

If the newly autonomous
Palestinian authority wishes to
malich Israel living stahdards
and productivity, only [ree
market forces can help the
Palestinians to do so. Arafat's
timely adoption of Hong Kong-
style economic freedom and
liberties to each resident of
Palestine can achieve eco-
nomic miracles. No govern-
ment approved loans or tariff
protections or, protected do-
mestic markets, can help in-
dustrialise Palestine. In our
case, specially, the protection-
ist theory of helping industries
to mature and then permit

external competition must be
done away with.



