NARAYANGANJ. Nev 12: A®
full-day hartal was observed

lice tried tn foil a meeting of
the 'Yusufganj Upashahar
Resistance Committee on the

Hrahmankhali Janata High
School ses in the village.
All ops in the village

market remained closed and
vehicles were off the roads
fromn dawn to dusk today.

Angry villagers held a
protest rally at the mm
Bari Primary Sch
at around 2 pm. President of
the resistance committee,
Sabeth Ali Mollah., presided
over the rally.

The speakers demanded
immediate suspension of the
Rupganj Thana OC. Saiful Huda
and Sub-Inspectors Moyeen

and Hannan. alleging that they
_were responsible for thr inct-
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dent. They also demanded
punishment of those responsi-
ble for yesterday's incident.

Since last night. police
raided several houses in the
village to pick up young peo-
ple. However, many villagers
had left the area apprehending
police action.

The body of Sirajul Islam
had not yet arrived at the vil-
lage from the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital where it was

taken yesterday for autopsy.
The government is planning
to establish a satellite town in
Yusufganj. but the villagers are
opposing the plan saying the

compensation proposed to be
given by the governmerit for

the acquired lands was much’
below the current market
price.

After the suburban land ac-
quisition resistance committee
was formed earljer this year,
police tried to ban its activities
several times and arrested
some of its activists. In a vip-
lent clash between the police
and the villagers late last
month. some 50 persons were
lnjured

—

Savimbi to sign peace
treaty Nov 15

LUANDA. Nov 12: Angolan
rebel leader Jonas Savimbi re-
portedly assured a US diplo-
mat that he will sign a treaty
ending 19 vears of war despite
4 government offensive that
overran his headquarters.

Savimbi on Friday called
Madeleine Albright, the US
ambassador to the United
Nations. and told her he would
be going to Lusaka. Zambia, for
the treaty signing on Tuesday,
Albright told The Associated
Fress

Asked whether Savimbi ac-
tually would sign the docu-
ment, Albright declined com-
ment. But UNITA rebel
spokesman Marcos Samondo
told the Protuguese news
agency LUUSA that Savimbi had
issured Albright he will sign
the treaty

The treatv. to be co-signed
bw President Jose Eduardo dos
Sarttos. caps 11 months of
painstaking negotiations.

Transport strike
in southern dists
to continue
till tomorrow

JESSORE, Nov 12: The
Hangladesh Road Transport
Workers' Federation has ex-
rerided the period of their
sirike by another 48 hours till

Monday midnight. reports
L/'NB.
The transport workers

went on strike in all mutes*nf
the southern districts since
Friday morning to press for
their 10-point demand and
protesting "harassment by po-
lice and extortionists.”

The demands include stop-
page of illegal toll colleetion,
security of transport workers,
and construction of a bridge
over the river Padma connect-
ing Khulna with the capital.

The federation today
warned the government that if
their demands were not met
by Monday they would go for
further acfion programme.

Meanwhile, the indefifite
strike of the bus and truck
owners entered its third day
inday. All transporis were
withdrawn frgm the Dhaka-
Khulna route since Thursday.

A nationwide ceasefire was
to come two days later, fol-
lowed by a power-sharing deal
between the government and

UNITA.
UNIT has called off the deal

as government roops overran

Savimbi's stronghold of
Huambo. 530 Kkilometres
southeast of t(he capital,

Luanda. in a huge assault this
week. The rebels had de-
manded government 1roops
pull back from the city.

The government, mistrust-
ful of UNITA and determined
to negotiate from strength, has
ignored several appeals.

FBCCI concerned
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Under the circumstances.
Salman said, the country can-
not and must not miss these
opportunities for improving
the economic well-being ol the
people. "The entire nation

should unitedly work towards *

achieving this goal."

After successfully changing
the form of the government
from the presidential to par-
liamentary, he pointed out, the
people had expected that all
national issues would be re-
solved in Parliament.

But both the government
and the Opposition failed to
make Parliament the focal
point where differences should
have been resolved, the FBCCI
leader observed.

"Legislators have failed to
initiate public policy. Instead.
policies promoted by profes-
sional adminisirators were en-
acted into law without discus-
sion or debate.” he added.

Salman said the business
community cannot make its
contribution to the much
needed growth of the national
economy without active sup-
port from the government and
the Opposition. which is a vital
pre-requisite for the private
sector to play its due role.

The business community
was happy to see that both the
government and the Oppo-
sition were trying to resolve
the present political impasse
through the process of the
dialogue but. he said, recent
reports and action pro-
grammes of political parties
indicate that the crisis is ag-
gravating further.

Kumaratunga sworn in
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Dressed in a bright blue silk -
sari and flanked by her armed
service chiefs, she took the
vath of office from Chief
Justice G P S De Silva before
invited guests at the presiden-
Lial secretariat.

'l have no words to express
appropriately how deeply
touched and overwhelmed I
am and how humbled at the
expression of the immense
confidence
tion has shown in me and my
government,” she said. -

......whatever strength of
mind. heart and will 1 posses
are entirely at the service of
the nation.” Kumaratunga said.

The main road to the secre-
tariat in central Colombo was
lined with police, blue flags,
banners and pictures of
Kumaratunga.

Hundreds stood in the
pouring rain to watch as gun-
boats patrolled the sea offshore
near the British-built brown
stone building, once the is-
land's parliament.

It was here in 1948 that
Kumaratunga's father, Solomon
Dias Bandaranaike, spoke as
leader of the House when the
[irst parliament of indepen

and faith the na-

dent Sri Lanka met. Twelve
years later as prime minister
he was assassinated.

Sirima Bandaranaike, the

widow who replaced him to -

become the world's first
woman prime minister, was
there to watch her daughter
create history by becoming the
nation's fourth president and
the first woman to hold the
post. '

."I take this opportunity to
pay homage to my father and
to my mother for teaching me
that honesty, sincerity and
commitment to other people
of our land was worth much
more than all that money could
buy." Kumaratunga said.

It is widely expected that
Kumaratunga, who became
prime minister after national
polls in August, will choose her
mother to replace her as
prime minister. giving the 78-
year-old politician her third
term in that office.

Kumagratunga, a 49-year-old
mother of two, won
Wednesday's presidential polls
"by two million votes, receiving
4.7 million votes or 62.28 per

cent, on a campaign pledge’to

bring peace to the war-ravaged

country.
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Hartal observed
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Jatiya Party and the Jamaat-e-
[slami have separately given
calls for a country-wide hartal
today. Once again. rickshaws
will be allowed on the streets,
after 1 pm.

Officials of the Dhaka
Metropolitan Police said they
had received no reports of any
untoward incidents during the
hartal hours.

However. one autorickshaw
carrying journalists of The
Dainik Bangla was damaged
near Kawran Bazar at about
8:45 am. The driver was in-
jured.

In the morning, several
state-run BRTC double-deck-
ers were stoned by picketers
near the Farm Gate. Several
rickshaws were also damaged
at  Gulistan, Purana Paltan,
Malibagh. Maghbazar and at
Mahakhali.

Railway officials at
Kamalapur said, all trains left
the station on time and arrived
on schedule. According te
Sadarghat terminal sources,
launch services  operated
normally during the hartal
hours.

Biman officials said a num-
ber of flights were cancelled.

“Hartal today
From Page 1 Col 5
response to and participation
in aghation time and again
proved the justification of the
demand.” the Awami League
President and Leader of the
Opposition said in a statement
after a dawn-to-dusk hartal in

the city yesterday.

Hasina asserted that the ag-
itation for establishing the
people’'s right to vote and food
must succeed and called upon
the people to observe.a na-
tionwide general strike today
to press for election under a
neutral. non- partisan caretaker
government.

The Awami League chief
made a fervent call for the
people to intensify the ongoing
agitation for resignation of the
‘corrupt, terrorist and vote-
dacoit government” and
Parliament elections under a
caretaker government as well
as for solving other problems,
including price hike, facing
the countrymen.

Roof collapse
kills 2 in N'gan;
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NARAYANGANJ, Nov 12
Two people died and 10
others were injured when the
tin-roof of a school building
collapsed at Sonargaon at
around 5:30 pm yesterday.

The accident occurred
when Abul Hossain, 24, and
Monir Hossain, 25, climbed on
Lo the rool of the Sonargaon

‘Panchamighat Primary School

building along with many
others to watch a game of ha-
du-du there.

As the crowd on the roof
grew in numbers suddenly the

tin-roof collapsed killing Abul

Hossain on the spot.
Monir was taken to the
Dhaka Medical
Hospital (DMCH) where he
succumbed to his injuries.

Ten other injured persons
were given first aid. A case has
been lodged with
Sonargaon thana.
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| Saifur urges

ositi on'

Finance Minister M Sailur
Rahman vesterday made an
appeal to the Opposition lead
ers to shun their politics ol
disruption and instability for
the sake of peace and invest-
ment in the country, reports
BSS.

_ Replying to a series of sup-
plementary questions on [or-
“eign credit and investment at
the Jativa Sangsad. the [inance
minister said: "We first have to
get rid ol the prevailing unsta-
hle political situation in the
country for development and
progress, otherwise we have to
depend on foreign aid forever.”

He pointed out that the
present government had taken
up the bhest of policies for in-
vestment and development in
the country, but .the present
unstable political situation was
eroding all potentials and
prospects for development and
self-reliance.

Referring to his recent tour
of Singapore where he ad-
dressed a seminar on devel-
npment and investment oppor-
tunities in Bangladesh, the fi-
nance minister said
Singaporean investors had
shown Kkeen interest in in-
vestment in Bangladesh, but
they were not doing so due fto

Shun politics of hartal for
the sake of investment

political disturbances

He said that the Prime
Minister of Singapore had ap-
preciated the policies ol the
government describing them
as good bul expressed his ap-
prehension that the
Singaporean investors might
not like to go to Bangladesh
due to political disturbances.

The Singaporean investors
might go lo Vietnam,
Myanmar, Malaysia and even
China because of their stable
political situation, the
Singaporean Prime Minister
noted.

The finance minister

identified the Opposition agita-
tion and disruptive pro-
grammes as the worst enemy
of the pragmatic development
policies and programmes of
the government and said the
frpits of the relentless endeav-
ours of the government for
the last three years were being
loiled by the irresponsible and

illogical activities of the’
Opposition parties.
Earlier. the finance minis-

ter told Harunur Rashid Khan

|[BNP) that Bangladesh had re-
ceived Tdka 277.37 crore as
foreign loan during the 1994-
95 fiscal year till August 31 of
1994.

LONDON, Nov 12: Britain
said Friday its talks with the
IRA's political supporters will
go-ahead despite a killing that
has raised doubts about the
Irish Republican Army cease-
fire. reports AP.

"The peace process is on
course and | hope it slays on
course.,” said  Britain's-
Northern Ireland Secretary Sir
Patrick Mayhew."

He said there were reason-
able suspicions that the shoot-
ing of postal worker Frank
Kerr during a robbery in

. o '
Ninian's plans
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Begum Zia held a two-hour
meeting with those represent-
ing the party in the dialogue
al her Sangsad oftice following
the adjournment of yesterday's
inaugural Parliament session

at 8:45 pm.
- Ruling party sources said
she discussed her meeting
with Sir Ninian earlier in the
day and also how the BNP
should proceed in the next few
Two of the BNP negotiators.
reportedly met with Sir Ninian
in the afternoon at the state
© guest house Meghna where the
Commonwealth envoy has been
staying.. No independent
source, however., could con-
firm the meeting.

The Leader of the Oppo-
sition held a similar meeting
with top aides following her
meeting with Sir Ninian.

The designated negotiators
from both sides are likely to
meet 5ir Ninian today as a fol-
low-up of yesterday's develop-

mernts. ¥

-

Britain to continue talks
with Sinn Fein

Northern Ireland Thursday
was the work of the IRA, and
thus a violation of the ceasefire
that was a prerequisite to
talks.

Ireland immediately can-
celled controversial plans to
free nine IRA prisoners before
Christmas. and the justice
minister. Maire- Geohegen-
Quinn, said, "The early re-
leases were based on the,

- premise that we had a cease-

[ire from the Provisional [RA."

The fatal shooting was the
first in the British-ruled
province since September, but
the IRA denied breaking its
10-week-old truce and sand it
had called "a complete cessa-
tion of military operations.

"All our units were in-
stiructed accordingly. This po-
sition has not changed.” it said
Thursday.

27 hurt as BCL,
JCD clash in

Sirajganj

SIRAJGAN.. Nov 12; Twen-
ly-seven people were injured,
lwo of them seriously, in
clashes hetween the Jatiy-
atabadi Chhatra Dal and the
Chhatra League activists at the
Monsur Ali Government
College in Kazipur thana today,
reports UNB.

Zia Hasan, Vice-President. of
the college students’ union was
admitted to the Kazipur Health
Complex while Saleem Reza.
Cultural Secretary of the union,
was brought to the .Sirajganj

General Hospilal with severe
injuries,

- |

l held immediately.

{ | Corruption ; Seven

Mongla Port
officials sued
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KHULNA, Nov 12 Two cor-
ruption cases were filed
Thursday here against .7 offi-
cials of the Mongla Port
Authority alleging misappro
priation of over Tk 13 lakh

The Anti-Corruption Bu-
reau, Bagerhat in its FIR has
stated that the accused misap-
propriated Tk 13 lakh against
purchase of fuel in October
1 990.

The FIR further stated that
the accused lifted 11,996
litres of diesel and 7,220 litres
of mobil oil from Khulna depot
of Meghna Petroleum Company
for two vessels ‘Agni Prohari
and 'Sarathi' of the port au-
thority.

Those facing the charges
are senior pilet S M A Momen,
member of Port Management
Board Zahiruddin Mahmud,
lower division assistant Hela-
luddin, typist Hossain Ali, acc-
ounts officer Sardar Hossain,
deputy chief accounts officer

tﬂfw Salam and senior olficer
Khurshid Hasan.

JCD-Shibir clash

leaves 20 hurt

in Sitakundu
From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Nov 12: Al

least 20 persons were, report-
edly injured in a clash that
erupted this evening between

the supporters of the Chhatra
Dal and Chhatra Shibir at

Sitakundu bazar. 25 miles from
here.

The injured have been ad-
mitted to local clinics.

Additional police have been
sent to the spot dlong with a
magistrate as Sitakundu thana
police failed to disperse the
clashing supporters, police of-
ficials here said.

Police said, the trouble
started when a rally, organ-
ised by the Chhatra Dal to
protest the killing of its CU
leader Musa. came under at-
tack.

Supporters of two
groups used lethal weapons
and brick-bats. Traffic move-

ment on the Sitakundu road
came to a halt.

Attack on AL
procession at
Natore : 15 hurt
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NATORE. Nov 12: AL least
15 workers. of Awami League
and its front organisations
were injured when gunshots
were fired and crackers hurled
at .a procession brought out in
the town today to drum up
supporl for tomorrow's opposi-
tion-called nationwide hartal.

The local unit of AL has ac-
cused the BNP-backed 'terro-
rists' of attacking its pro-
cession.

The procession came under
attack when it reached the
Kaporiapatti point after parad-
ing other parts of the tawn in
the evening, witnesses said.

Of the injured, Jahangir.
Kalam, Polash and Alam were
admitted to the Rajshahi
Medical College Hospital while
Masum, Shipon, Tapan, S M
Firoz and Jamir were treated
at the Natore Hospital.

Nobody was arrested till the
filing of this report at 10 to
night '

JCD demands
arrest of
Munna's killers
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SYLHET. Nov 12: The dis-
trict unit of the Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal {(JCD) brought out
a procession in the town today

demanding immediate arrest
of the killers of Enamul Haque

the

" Munna.

Murma. a local JCD leader,
was stabbed to death on
November 1.

The JCD later held a rally at
the Court Point with district
convener Faisal Ahmed
Chowdhury in the chair. He
threatened thdt a greater agita-
tion would be launched if
Munna's assassins were not

Towards a consensus or conflict? |
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consensus and evolve an
agreed formula to give nascent
democracy a chance of taking
roots in this country.

At the initiative of Sir
-Ninian, seven formal meetings
of the two sides were held un-
Lil October 29 when the talks
ran aground. due mainly to the
intransigence of the two sides
regarding the form of the in-
terim administration to run
the country leading up to the
elections.

During the last two mks
the ruling BNP and the O
sition exchanged, through 1111'
good offices of Sir Ninian,
their respective proposals on
the issue. Both sides also
modified their original plans to
make them more acceptable to
the other side. Yet, all these
have so far failed to yield any
positive result. The BNP and
the main opposition Awami

League [(AL) rejected each

other's proposals outright, giv-
ing rise to considerable con-

cern in the public mind. .
- The BNP has stuck to its

propesition of keeping the in-

cumbent Prime Minister

Begum Khaleda Zia as head of
the interim government dur-
ing elections. Originally, the
BNP had also offered four posts
in a 190-member minl interim

cabinet to the Opposition.

Later, the ruling party report-

edly modified its position and
is likely to put forward a new

proposal to induct a mutually
acceptable neutral person in
that mini-cabinet who would

hold charge of some important
portfolios.

The Opposition, especially
the AL, on the other hand, still
remains firm on its demand
for installing a non-party care-
taker government headed by a

neutral person. They have
clearly indicated that by no
means would the Opposition
accept the incumbent PM as
head of the caretaker govern-

- ment.

Meanwhile, the Opposition,
too. has modified and elabo-
rated its original proposal by
specifically suggesting the

 manner of appointing a head of

the caretaker government.
They have suggested that a
judge of the Supreme Court
Appellate Division. not neces-
sarily the Chief Justice, or
even a retired judge of the SC
or any other neutral person
acceptable to both sides, may
head such an interim adminis-
tration.

While Sir Ninian is cease-
lessly continuing discussions
with both camps in an effort to
bring them back to the nego-
tiating table, the Opposition
has been preparing to intensify

its agitation throughout the
country by announcing fresh
action programmes. The Oppo-
sition MPs have also threa-
tened to resign from Parlia-
ment en masse, although the
date for such a drastic action
has not yet been fixed.

The BNP is also not sitting
idle. The party's high com-
mand has decided to start vig-
orous campaign against the
Opposition's demand. Party
leaders have often cautioned
that they have not given up the

streets. “We are also on the
streets, we will face them
(Opposition) there.” top BNP
leaders have repeatedly af-
firmed.

So where is the nation
headed? If the parties abandon
the process of negotiation and
decide to settle the dispute on
the streets., the nation will

have to pay a heavy price.
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as party chief

FARIS. Nov 12 Presidential hopeful Jacgues Chirac
bwadl of the conservative Rally for the Repubiic party loday te

COTH F!:rdlt on his presidential bid,
igly splitling the governing right wing Several senior

ne reas

guit as

a campaign that is

RPR members were absent from the Gaullist party’'s meeting

m Paris. inclheding
Minister Charles Pasqua

Fhilippe Seguin. reporis AP

Fremier

and National Assembly Speaker

Fdouard Balladur, Interior

® - 2 L -
Clinton in Philippines
MANILA. Nov 12: US President Bill Clinton arrived in the
Philippines today for a Z2-heur visit en route 10 the Asla-
Pactfic summmit in Indonesta. Clinton's flight touched down
just before 11 45 pm on the first visit by a US president to
this former American colony for 19 years, reporis Reuter

| 100 activists of Islamic

Jihad arrested in Gaza

JERUSALEM. Nowv
Palestiinian police have ar
resied 100 activists of the
Islamic Jihad in the wake of a
suicidé bombing attack Friday
alternoon near the Netzarim
Jewish settlement in the Gaza
Strip. Palestinian sources saijd
today, reports Xinhua

The sources said that PLO
Chairman Yasser Arafatl
ordered the arrests Friday
night during a meeting of the
Palestinian authority's high se
curity counctl

They also said that there
was exchange of fife in the

12 The

Gaza City Friday night as the -

Palestinian police raided
homes of suspected Islamic
Jihad militants.

However, Israeli reports
from the Gaza Strip said that
most of the Islamic Jihad lead-
ers have gone underground
and have not been arrested.

The Islamic Jihad took re-
sponsibility for the attack,
which killed three Israeli sol-
diers and wounded six others
and border policemen and
eight Palestinians.

The ergantsation said thai
the attack was a retaliation
against the murder of one of
its leader Hani Abed last week,
who was killed by a car bomb
outside the university where
he taught. The organisation ac-
cused Israeli security service
ol the killing.

Ly a leaflet issued Fridax

Anti-Terrorism
(spl provision)
Ordn tabled

Law Minister Mirza Golam
Hafiz yesterday tabled Anti-
Terrorism (special provision)
Ordinance 1994 in Parliament,
reports UNB.

The ordinance seeks to
make legal provision for dis-
posal of the cases filed under
the Anti-Terrorism Act on or
before the date of expiry of the
short-term tough law, enacted
to deal with growing acts of
violence.

The anti-terrorism law was
framed in 1992 primarily for
iwo years. Earlier, the ruling
party had decided not to ex-
tend the lenure of the contro-

versial act which expired on

Noveinber 5.

JS session
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. absente ol the Speaker or his

depuly. The panel includes L K
Siddiki, Mohammad Ali Jinnah

and Hamida Khanam of the rul- .

ing BNP, Begum Sajeda Chow-
dhury of the Awami League and
Maulana Ahdus Sobhan of the
Jamaat-e-Islami.

The question-answer ses-
sion was held for an hour.

Leader of the House and
Prime Minister Begum Kha-
leda Zia atlended yesterday's
Session. ;

Former information minis-
ter Nazmul Huda and Nurul
Islam Moni, a ruling party MP.
were conspicuous by their ab-

_sence.

Major (Retd) Akhteruzza-

man of the BNP who, like Huda -

and Moni made a contro-
versial statement to the press
recently, however, attended
the sitting. All three have been
asked by the party standing
committee to explain their
anti-party conduct.

The Speaker adjourned the
House at 8:45 pm Lo resume at
six this evening.

Cellular phone
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the minister said. "It is unfor-
tunate that the company went
to court.”

He said another foreign
company. had offered much
less prices for cellular tele-
phones than the prices
charged by the private com-
pany. The minister hoped that
it would be settled within six
months and then people would
get cellular telephone at a cost
of Tk 15 to 20 thousand.

Replying to another ques-
tion from K J Hamida Khanam,
the minister said the govern-
ment earned about Tk 16.73
crore from 778 cardphone

- booths installed in the country

during the last fiscal.

In reply to another supple-
mentary, the minister said pri-
vate telephone companies
working for rural telecommu-
nications will instal digital
telephone exchanges in 70
thanas this year.

rnight. the !slamic Jihad sadd
the atlacker was 21-year-old
Hishan Hamed. who was a stu-
dent of Abed and a member of

the group's military wing.

Hamed wrapped up large
guantities of explosives aroynd
his bedy, rode a bicycle into an
israeli army post at the
Netzarim junction which is
200 metres away from the
Jewish settlement and blew
himsell up.

This was the newest serious
Aattack inst [sraelis since
the Tel Aviv suicide bus bomb-
ing carrfed owut by a Hamas ac-
tivisis on October 19, which
kitled 22 people

Both Hamas and Islamic
Jithad are exiremist Islam
fundamentalist organisalions
which are bpposed to the
peace process between [srael
and the PLO.

Following the incident, the
Israeli-PLO security laison
committee met Friday night
and this morning at the Erez

checkpoint and discussed ways
and means to stop wviolent
strikes.

12 soldiers
executed 1n
Sierra Leone

FREETOWN, Nov 12:
Twelve soldiers were executed
hy hanging and firing squad
today for crimes ranging from
armed robbery to murder in
the first such crackdown by
the military government, re-
ports AP.

The executions began about
I am at Fgeetown's maximuin
security prison and continued

" hourly. The soldiers, convicted

in a special eourt-martial that
convened in September 1992,
ranged in rank from private to
a 77-year-old warrant officer.

AL's rally
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Obaidul Kader said Khaleda
Zia had become tselated from
the people. Urging the people
to intensify the current agita-
tion, he said the days of the
prea.ent government were
numbered and the people
would soon topple it.

Najibul Bashar Maizbhan-
dari, MP. alleged tHe Opposi-
tion legislators were barred
speak for the people
Parliament.

"That's why, we don't feel
the necessity 1o attend
Parligment sessions,” he said,
referring to the Opposition
boycott of the House. .

Mofazzal Hossain
Chowdhury Maya. the AlL's city
unit general secretary, accused
the BNP men of trying to foil
yesterday's peaceful hartal in
the city and warned that such
attempts would be strongly
dealt with during today's gen-
eral strike.

Akhterul Alam criticised
Begum Zia for- not agreeing to
the Opposition demand de-
athe some of her party I::acl-
ers' support for it.

In his presidential apeech,
Reazuddin Ahmed claimed that
their agitation was aimed at
establishing the people's vot-
ing right through polls under a
non-party, caretaker govern-
ment.

in

"We will not leave the
streets unless our demand is
met.” he declared.
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Clinton hnl ﬂl‘dﬂﬂhﬂ 1S ships
to stop enforcing the Bosnia
arms embargo at midnight to-
day, inflaming a dispute with
allies even though US -officials
say the order may hl'ﬂ! little
effect.

European allies said they
were worried Clinton's action,
ordered by Congress, would
expand fighting in Bosnia and
jeopardise their UN peace-
keeping troops there.

NATO said it will continue
to fully enforce the UN
bargo on arms ﬂhipmﬂﬂt:ﬁ
the Bosnian government's
mosily Muslim forces despite
the US decision.

But US .officials said
Clinten's order may have little
effect because only three ships
have been caught carrying
arms to Bosnia since the em-
barge began in November
1992, out of 42,000 chal-
lenged and 3,200 boarded.

The order would take effect
at midnight EST today (0500

GMT Sunday).



