ROM.
F always had a fascination
about the Kendria
Kachi Kanchar Mela and was
more eager to learn about ils
founder Rokonuzzaman Khan,
better known as Dada Bhai,
The Kachi Kanchar Mela is one
of the pioneering children
organization formed mainly by
Dacda Bhai in 1956 and has till
now played a leading role.
Recently, my dream came
true, as | had Lthe opportunity
to meet him. Without any
former appointment, | visited
his Ittefaq office. On entering
his room [ was confronted
with a most pleasant sight.
There, in the middle of two or
three children was the [amous
Dada Bhai chatting away in a
most ordinary position. As he
spotted me, without asking:
who | was, told me to take a

seat and to wait a bit. After he

had finished with the children.
he asked the reason for my
coming. after hearing the
'season, he was very happy to
help me out .and gave a
spontaneous interview despite
his tight schedule. So began on
interesting conversation:

[Daily Star}) DS : When and
where were you beorn, sir?

[Rokonuzzaman) RZ: Ol nol
please don't call me 'sir'; every
one eisge calls me Dada Bhai.
You may call me by that name
too.

I}"-u

Thank von il
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An Interview with Rokonuzzaman Khan

where were vou born, Dada
Bhai?

RZ: | was born on the 9th
April. 1925, My [ather's home
town is in Bheramara thana of
Kushtia district. But actually 1|
was brought up in my grandia-
ther's home town. which is
Pangsha thana of Faridpur dis-
trict. My uncle was Yakub Al
Chowdhury. It was under his
caring shadow that 1 grew up.

DS: How did the 'Kanchi
Kanchar Mela’ originate?

RZ: Oh my! now, let's see ..
(thinking a while) it actually
has a long story! During the
British period, a monthly pa-
per named Ananda Mela was
regularly being published from
Calcutta for children. A portion
of that paper was called
Mukuler Mohfil, from which
the organization Mukuler Fauz
originated, which was later
known as Khelaghar.

After the partition in 1947,
these organizations broke up.
and as a result no children or-
ganizations were left. Realizing
the need for such a structural
framework, Begum Sufia
Kamal, Prof Ajit K Guha,
Prof Abdullah 1  Muti

Sharfuddin and myself took up .

some positive steps to create

an organization for children.
Such being the objective, on

the 5th October. 1955, ac-
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Moembers o] Roenedria Kool kanclenr Mela performing a traditonal dance,
o welcome a Ngrwegian children delegation recently In a city hotel.

contpiaiticd by fifteen or mbfﬁ‘

T

-side,

functions., We

by Slrﬁj-uﬂ-ﬁalehepn

children, we began an informal
meeting, with Prof Sharfuddin
as the Chairperson. in the gar-
den adjoining the house of
Begum Sufia Kamal. The rain
had just stopped and the grass
slill wel. In such a surrounding
the 'K Kanchar Mela' origi-
nated. 'K K Mela' and its mem-
bers will always be Indebted to
Begum & Kamal , Prof A A
Sharfuddin and not to mention
Prof A K Guha.

DS: What are the main ob-
jectives of your organization?

RZ: In short, the answer to
this question would be to help
and guide children to lead a
proper life and in the future be
a good citizen. Broadly speak-
ing, this organization has five

branches, according to its ob--

jective. These are: literature,
cultural side, arts and crafts
sports and recreations
and social works.-

From 1964 to the month of
February, 1971, we regularly
brought out a monthly paper
named Kachi O Kancha We
still publish annual papers for
children each wyear and also
bring out Wall-Papers with the
help of our children members.
We even conduct literature
contests, song, dance and
painting competitions, We fre-
quently arrange painting exhi-
bitions and wvarious cultural
give sports

-------

inn a Junction. orgunised
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Dada Bhai, Always an Inspiration

my " childhood |

Memboers of the Norwegian leam p{rmnmug one of their dance

numbers.
training to children; whenever
there is any international

event, such as the SAAF Games
or the parade. on the 16th

December. our members are

eager to perform.

As for social works, our
members are always at the
frontline when there is a need
for extra hands, for é&xample,
in cases like cyclone hit areas
or even in flood affected areas,
one of our main motto is to
help the destitute and affected
people.

DS: Why do you work with
children?

RZ: That is an unusual
question to ask, and a very
hard one to answer. "Because, |
never stopped to think why |
work with children: must be
because | feel more at ease
with them. Look at our young
kids today. What recreation
does a boy of class eight or
nine has today? Who shall
show him the right way to

— Star photo
live? All these kids do. is sit
back and watch satellite TV.
There was a time when in cul-
tural programmes the number
of  participants were so many
that we could not accommo-
date all of them. Today it Is a
different picture, a veryesad
but a true one though. I think a
child is a rose bud, still new to

‘the world, just bursting with

curiosity about their environ-
ment. We must guide them so
that they can prepare them-
selves for the brave new world.

DS: What are the achieve-
ments of K K Mela?

RZ: Uphill now this organi-
zation has come a long way and
has achieved a great many
things in spite of its economic
drawbacks. In 1973, a group ol
children from K K Mela went
to attend a pioneer camping
held in GDR (former East
Germany). In 1977, another
group of children participated
in a cultural competition under

my leadership held in Lisna
near the Black Seca of th= tbop
Soviet Union inow Byeein)

was an internationa’ =,

Countries like the USA, firvier
Soviet Union, former
Yugoslavia, former Czecho-
slovakia, Israel participated in
that competition. A young boy
from our country became
second in the swimming
competition amidst such tough
competitors. In singing
competition, Bangladesh got
lirst prize in four items. In the
deneral knowledge competi-
tion, a girl from our country
earned the second place.
Incidentally, she happened to
be my daughter. She thus be-

?ﬁﬁ?n aati unafnb?ﬂendsme

Organization. Besides this our
organization has earned many

other prestigious international
awards.

members of our K K Mela are
now helding important posi-

‘tions in various organizations

throughout the country.
To name a few, Hashem

Khan, Shahrukh Chowdhur
Rafiqunnabi (Ranabi), Papla

Sarwar. Subir Nandi, Apel
Mahmud, Mahmud Talukder,

and many more whose names [

van not recall now at this mo- -

ment, are notable. Many of our
members had active roles in
the War of Liberation 1971.
Notable amongst them are
Shaheed Lt Samad, nephew of
Professor Ataus Samad and a
boy named Bokul, many of our
dirls had also worked as nurses
al 'a hospital near Bisramganj.

The most exciting news is
that, with the help of the
Norwegian government, we are
constructing a children com-
plex at Segun Bagicha, which
will have an auditorium of
nearly 300 people. It will be
completed in a very short pe-
riod of time.

DS: What about the bran-
ehes outside Dhaka Metmpu-

h Ldﬂé“ﬁ}u would be amamed to
know that throughout the
whole country, we have more
than 200 branchles, most of
which are situated in villages
and unions. Their organiza-
tional works are as same as
ours. But the sad news is that,
we can not help them finan-
cially which .could boost their
morale. But we always keep In
touch with these branches and
they maintain a regular link
with us. Everyday we receive
letters from them. You will be
delighted to know that the
Bangladeshig living in London
have decided to establish a
branch of K K Mela there,

NE of the hotilest to

pics today is the envi

ronment. Deforestation,
pollution, the ozone layer
global warming caused by the
Greenhouse effect, all of these
jssues have put the spotlight
on the environment and how it
is being destroyed.

A vast crop of statistical
data has almosi convincéd the
entire world that man, and
man alone is responsible for
the destruction of the planet.
But is he? In the backdrop of
this environmental nightmare

| ask. is mam really more cruei
than nature 7 | think not
Rather Nature is a cruel

mother, that does not hesitate
to use her offspring to fualfill
her cycle of life and death

My contention is tLhat
Nature in all its glory has for
more than 3 billion years re
peatedly permiited one life
forsn after another to gain
dominance befbre demolishing
it, sometimes.to the peint of
extinction. Nature has done it
before, is doing it now and will
do it again and again in the fu
ture. This time man is Nature s
ecological time bomb. Let the
evidence present jtself

in order to grasp my con
cept one must know and un-
derstand whai evolution is and
how it works. Ewvelution. to pul
it simmply is based on one catch
word: adaptability. Since the
creation of lile there have heen
three possibly four mass ex
tinctions. The first one took
place more than three billion
years ago when primitive bDad
teria was the dominani life
form. This bacteria was the

m o use photosynthesis o
e its food releasing oxy

gen as waste, helping to create
out atmosphere. But the oxy
gien proved w be its downfall

ironic that while oxygen
means life io one type of living
creature, it mean! death 1c an
other. Even nowadaws it is fatal
o many types of current bac
teria. Of the old kind. there
are a few small surviving
colonies off the coast of

Australia. But the fact remains
the dommance was hampered

‘This Time Man is Nature’s
Ecological Time Bomb’

¥ Nameer Rahman

Next in line were the di
nosaurs, ranging in size and
shape [rom chicken sized
lizards to the greal seis
MOSELTrus a dinosaur 140
jeet in length. Dinosaurs first
came around in the Triassic
age 248 million years ago

shortly after the first mammal
and mammal-like reptiles ap
peared Both mammais and
dinosaurs having originated
fromm the same “stem”™ or fam-
ily It was inn the Triassic age or
iust before it when the second
mass extinction took place
This mass extinction gave
the dinosaurs the loothold '_rhf_-a,-

needed . eliminating many of
rhe small mammals as wel!

an incredibles 38 per cent of .:|;I'
T irie annmals SCientists are

still unsure of what caused the
cataclysm. but dinosaurs
quickly climbed into the va-
cant niches and evolved. This
lasted till the end of Triassic
age when another wave ol ex-
tinctions took place wiping out
a majority of the dinosaurs and
their main competitors, the
marmmals

This extinction. probably
caused by a meteor impact .
started the Golden Age of di-
nosaurs with the Jurassic Era.
Small Mnosaurs: carnivores
size of pigeons and
miniaturized brontosauruses
survived the calamity and took
over. quickly evolving and di
versifying to such exoltic
creatures as [gaunodons, sour
pods and biped carnivours, and

Lthe

continued to do so the follow-
ing Cretaceous era.

The final extinction came at
the end of the Cretaceous era
65 million vears ago. but con-
troversy shrouds the matter.
What killed them and how?
Some paleontologists say the
extinction was ual, others
say it was - Only a mi-
nority believe that a meteor
caused the extinction. Could
they have died of some dis
ease?

Fossils found were suppos-
edly dated to be from a couple
of million years after their
supposed extinction. Could
they have evolved? Was it an
ice age? But they died sud-

denly and mysteriously of ea

which only the mammals sur-
vived. And now we have mam-

,mals headed by mhan. We have

now set the underlying pat-
tern. '

It seems that
lifeform gets a foothold, Natufe
wipes it out someway or the
other. If one were to examine
biological history more ther-
oughly one would kind a stun
ning number of extinctions on
a lesser scale wiping out entire
regional flora and fauna.

Now it is the mammals
turn. Nature is using man as an
instrument of destruction,
Even
thing Nature will start all over
again. This time with insects
‘and in tine ellminate them. Or
maybe Nature will produce
synthetic polymer eating bac-
teria. Or maybe metal based
lile as Isaac Asimov once sug-
gested, or even plants which
can think. Maybe life not based
on enzymes. Maybe crystalline
life as presented in Michale

erighton's 'the Anromdea
strain’. The possibilities are
endless

if man wipes out every-.

One might say “but every-
thing man is doing, man does
consciously. He is well aware of
the havoc he wreaks. Surely
that is not natural ?"

There is an answer to that
question in evolution. In the
current, slightly modified out-
look on evolution, theorists say
that the evolution of an animal
doesn't just affect the animal
itself. It affects the animal's
entire living environment. For
example il the weather
changes the producers or
plafits will have to adapt.
which will affect the primary
consumers or plant eaters and
then the secondary and ter-
tiary consumers or mébat

is s based on the Red
Queen Hypothesis named after
the Red Queen In Lewis
Carol’s "Alice in Woaderland
who sald “It takes all the run-
ritng you can do o keep in the
same Thé sathe way it

takes all th: running for -

e —

species just to retain their
evolulionary, niche and survive,

In this race for survival an
animal will adapt. The mare it
adapts, the more it affects its
surroundings and competitors
alongwith its neighbouring
creatures, quite possibly
pushing them to extinction. if

*they haven't adapted as well.

The same in the case of man.

Man is the ultimate creature
on top of the evolutionary lad-
der. conquering every terrain
from junglés and deserts to
frozen wastelands, from moun-
tains and plateaus to low lving

Therefore man affects the
environment the greatest, ex-
erting extreme pressure on it,
displacing or forcing more
animals to extinction. So even
though the destruction may
seem “artificial,” it is all done.
by Nature. Man's destructive
streak is following Nature's
laws and is being guided by
Natuife every step of the way.

The bottom line is, man is
onlly a part of a viclous cycle of
life and death with po control
over his actions. Nature is re:
sponsible. Nature wants man to
destroy Yfe and then start all
over again. And even il Nature
Jwasn't responsible, it wouldn't
care.it would still start all

Miss Bangladesti Anikva Tuher will participate n the
Jorthcoming ‘Miss ‘World' competition to be held i
Sourh African Sun Clity on November 18

Some of the former
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| Still Am

by Kazi Khaled Arafat

" second today."”

ere's hope for him yet — he was conscious for a I

Thianks for letting me know, Mr Cure-em-all, I didn't

“owlwas —

“ren I guess that I still am ........

Drifting in Eternity

In limbo, between Heaven and Hell; '

between Life and Death —
Victim of an accident — a fatal one
— no, not yet,

But not fatal
Not able to live or die;
Flying in an elemental vacuum;

Kept alive by a respirator.
Pull the plug!

Blood and plasma in;

They've cut me up more than the truck —

I'm a week-old mummy!
Let me die!

mwmm—mmﬁmﬂemthem
me — my brain is about to explode!

Darkness im

5-4-3-2-1-0! ....... it didn't

lehttutllk:l;utm,hninhmk,
So goddamn weak-but is it a brain or some computer?

Let me go, you fools!

I don't wanna live as a vegetable or "exist” as | am. !
Good news — chart on the screen going down

Green mountains
"I'm very sorry, but ....."

Sorrow. Tears. Hysteria. Funerals. Condolence meetings.

Th:pm.

\ Tbalnhduc Gndluckhrmnu:tm

Lookmg Beyond the
Ivy League

by Nadim H

; " PPLYING to US colleges
is a nerve-racking

xperience. Without the
luxury of visiting the States,
how will you make the right
decision? Barron's college
rankings and college brochur-
es are helpful but leave more
detailed gquesiions " unan-
swered.’ Fer-those suffering
from collége anxiety. Loren
Pope's book Looking Beyond
the lvy League is heaven-sent.
It is particularly useful in its
discussion on specialisation at
the undergraduate level and on
the job market of the future.

" The author's main message
is that small liberal arts col-
leges are often bhetter than big,
famous universities. People
generally go for the name of
the university rather than the
quality. The equation ‘famous-
good' applies only to graduate
and doctorate studies. where
extensive research takes place,
the results of which never fail
to be picked up by the media.

In fact. even at the graduate
level, a famous institution’'s
caliber should not be taken for
granted, In eighty-four Nobel
Laureate years. 137 were from
the US. Only 9 are from mighty
Harvard, 18 from all the other
lvies and none from the litile
Ivies (Amherst, Wesleyan,
Williams). Yet, the City College
of NY has 7 Nobel graduates.
Swarthmore 6. Oberlin 3 and
Wooster 2. For the undergrad-
uate it is perhaps better to go
to a college which is not affili-
ated with any university. This
is interesting for those who
tend te eliminate institutions
because they have never heard
of them. The reverse is alse
true — there is a tendency to
be blased towards the ones one
has heard of.

Another downfall of large
universities is that they often
boast of famous professors but
these professors actually never
even have much contact with
the undergraduates: they ei-
ther do not teach any college
courses or they send their
graduate teaching assistants (a
student at University of
Pennsyivania confirms this).
The author, Loren Pope con-
fronted a faculty member
telling her that some under-
graduates found professors in-
different. The faculty member
replied. "They are not indiffer-
ent. theyre hostile!”. There are
exceptions of course. A student
at the University of Chicago
sa¥ys .that he had a Nobel
Laureate professor in his first
year. The idea is to take the
fame and glory of an institwtion
with a pinch of sait.

One advantage of the liberal
arts is that it enables you to
change your major. In fact,
most students change their
majors at least once, il not
iwice, Furthermere, there is
only a ane in a ten chance of
doing anything connected with
vour major, ten of fifteen years
after graduation. This flexibility

i is an important part of being

‘prepared’ for the long term,
The author quotes the late
Brian Wilson, former Amherst

d4 Dean of Admissions. "the good

m:;rlle:‘-ge should train you for
nothing and prepare you for
everything”. A college should
teach one how to think rather
than what to think Pope

' asserts that a college should

“liberate. causing enlightening
changes in values. aittitudes
and thinking that will help
throughout life.”

In the context of perform
ing in the workplace. a survey
of employers has offered proot
that employers are looking ior
the ability to think, solve prob
lems and for an open. creative
personality, rather than a busi
ness major, good grades and 4
prestigious college. They can
usually assess a prospective
employee's character through
an interview. An overall un
derstanding of people. politics
and society are very importani
to marReting, according to one
long time marketing manager
These are developed more via
a liberal education rather than
a narrow one. At the end of the
book there is a story of a man
who hired a foreign language
major who knew nothing abou
the business of running a
scrap-metal business. .This
employee turned the business
into the most eflicient scrap
metal firm in the Midwest by
virtue of his intelligence, imag
ination and logic. The man in
the story warns that the trend
of specialising education will
be successful only in “keeping
a steady supply ol drones
moving to a beehive

Pope's book helps you un
derstand a great deal about the
US system of higher education
It provides a new perspective
for those well entrenched in
college applications. It helps
clear doubts on the value ol a
liberal education. The key
chapters<are the ones on edu
cation and specialisation. thr
qualities of non-prestigious
colleges (including the charts
of PhD and graduates in Who
Who). and the chapter on
writing application essays
Those who are applying to
colleges this winter should m
to grab held of this book.
will no doubt enlighten you
" (The writer of this article
attends Cornell University in
Ithaca, New York).

Quotes

Compiled by ftekhar

Rashid

1. A lie has speed. but truth
has endulance — Edjar J Mohr

2. if you cant red a bundied
peoples then fled just are -
Mother Teredsa

3. Anger is a win which
blows out the lamp of the mind
— Robert G.

4. A community is like a

ship, everyone ought to be
prepared to take the —
Ibsen

5. Life is ke a ---- of chess
— Ripa K

6. If you wanna be bad. just

beat it — Michael Jaclegong
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