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The resailts of the last 5SSO
examination ol the tour
wecondary Educaten Boards
show that a total ol 4 lakh 90
thousand and 9O students have
passed] this yvear From relevant
sources. it is learnt that at the
higher education level in the
whole country. the total num
ber of extsting government and
privale colleges and other in
stitutions s one thousand and
liltvsix where the total nunmtber
ol seals available tor admission
inn the | 1th class is 3 lakh 21
thousand and sixty. Agalhsl
this background. a total num-
ber of | lakh €9 thouwsand and
30 siudenis will be deprived of
oppertunity lor admission in
any college or institution. For
obvious reasans. the govern-
ment and private colleges ol
the Dhaka city with good naime
altract the largest number of
adnussion seekers.

It is allegéd that laking ad
vantage of the lack of admis
siofi _prospects of the vasi
number ol students in- Dhaka.
same quarters in the private
séctor here are said 1o be
adopling questionable meatis.
In many netghbourhoods of the
city anoouncement ol opening
ol new private colleges 1= being
matle. There is room tor doubt
that soane ol these new’ private
colleges’ are vet (0 get due aflil-
tation. Whether duly aftiliated
or notl, sponsors ol such col
leges are seen to place adver-
Lisements N newspapers mvit-
ing applications for pmsis ol
teachers in such colleges. Such
action on the part of the sporn-
sors of such new colleges
would have been harmless il
the applicants for the posts ol
e hers were nol asked (o
ciclose  bank  dralt/pay
vitler/ postal order for amounts
od less than Tk 100/- i each

Coup bid in Gambia

BANJUL. Nov 11: Gambia's
military junta has foiled an at-
tempt to topple it at the cost
ol several lives, VYice President
Sana Sabally said today. in a
first sign of divisions in the
snrall west African nation's
army, reporis AFP.

Sabally told state radio that
several soldiers were Kkilled in
the coup bid, which was led by
high-ranking army officers and
said the ruling armed forces
provisional council was in
control.

The+ announcement fol-
ilowed heavy gunfire heard
throughout the night [rom the
barracks in the Bakau residen-
tial district. 14 kilometres
from the centre of Banjul

Lieutenant Yayva Jammeh's
junta would give no details of
which officers in the Gambian

army. about 1,000 strong.
mounted the coup bid. nor of
casualties in the fighting.
Residents of Banjul went to
work as normal this morning
and the shops opened. Wit-
nesses said there were not
signs of trouble around the
presidential residence. bul
soldiers were stopping vehi-
rles to carry out identity

By A S M Nurunnabi
case. We all know how acute is
the problem ol educated

nuemployed vouths in
counitiy, and il is casy Lo guess
that the number of gualified
voung men and women eligible
for apphication for such posts
ol teachers must be large

Since the number ol applicants
will be Barge this will bving i
4 handsome amount ol worney
lor Lthi' spaevisors ol these pri-
vidle colleges in the shape ol
applicalion tees.

Thi< 15 not the end ‘of the
story. o leng we have heard
that at the time of new ulmi*-.
stoti i pood private schools |

the beginning of the uml -_H.l
mission  into  sone  such
schouls (s madle easy lor sonw
students 1l their goardians

ome up with offers ol substan-
ttal donations. Similar practice
is reportedly lollowed also in
the case of recruitment of
teachers for the new private
colleges. When the candidates
lor the posts of teachers are
valled for interview by the col-
lege authorities, they are re-
portedly given hints whether
they ang willing to pay a speci-
fied amount of donation for the
college. Those candidates who

- express their inability to give

such donation reportedly stand
no chance of selection even
when they are otherwise well
qualified for such posts. In this
situation. the qualified youths
withoutl the means to gay any
donation are placed in a diffi-
cult position vis-a-vis other
less qualilied candidates who
have the wherewithal to pay
the required donation. This in-
troduces inequal competition
where linancial considerations
vty prefereice over academic
ierits. The emplovment situa-
Lion is thus vitiated by some

checks.

Jammeh., 29, and three
other officers all aged under
30 seized power on July 22 in
a bloodless coup that toppled
elected president Sir Dawda
Jawara. who had been in
power since before full inde-
pendence f{rems Britain in
1965.

Last month. Jammeh an-
nounced that the military
would stay in power until elec-
lions are organised in Decem-
ber 1998 to restore civilian
rule.

Minibus kills 2
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in the morning. The driver lost
control over the speeding ve-
hicle and rammed mto the
busy market place. leaving at
least 12 other people injured.
they added.

A mob seized the bus and
gave its driver a good beating
hetore handing him over to the
Narayanganj police.

The sisters. who had come
to the market with their father
Habhibullah were standing there
when he went to a nearby

place.

US withdraws arms ban
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sional ban. However. she added
it was still his beliel that "it
would be better to HIt it multi-
iaterally.”

Britain. France and other
Europeans wanted the em-
bargo maintained out of con-
cern any influx of weapons
could increase’ fighting and
also oul of concern their
peacekeepers might be tar-
geted. The United States has
no peacekeepers on the
ground in Boesnia-Herzegovina.

“We plan to fully implement
the legal requirement that no

US funds be used to prevent
arms from going (o the

Bosnian government”, James P
Rubin, a spokesman for the US
Mission to the United Nations,
said Thursday in New York.
Other US officials, who in-
sisted on anonymity, said today
the allies had been consulted
in advance and told the US
Navy would no longer divert
ships carrying arms to Bosnia
or Croatia, which has aligned
itself with the Muslim-led gov-
ernment against the Serbs.
They said. however, the US
Navy would continue to inter-
cept heavy weapons, such as
surface-to-air missiles, bound
for Bosnia. as authorized by the
congressional amendment.
Russia. with traditional cul-
tural and religious ties to the
Bosnian Serbs. also has op-
posed any easing of the em-
hargo against the Muslims.
There was no assurance
Moscow or China would not
veto a 1S resolution in the

[icial, speaking on condition of

Council.

British Foreign Secretary
Douglas Hurd expressed con-
cern Thursday that the US ac-
tion could split NATO.

US officials would not say .
what effect unilateral action
woultl have on embargo en-
forcement by the United
Nations and NATO. The United
States now has two ships and
one airplane involved in
NATO's efforts in the Adriatic
Sea.

[n Bosnia. the parliament of
the Serbs’ self-proclaimed re-
publie gawz near-dictatorial
powers to their ultra-national-
ist leader today in the expec-
Liition he can reverse their re-
cent battlefield losses.

Serb military ﬂl’fi!:{ﬂls
claimmed they were advancing
on  government forces in
northwestern Bosnia. A UN of-

anohymity. said the Serb
claims of an advance over the
Una River appeared to be true,

The embargo was imposed
in 1991+ against all parties in
the conflict as Yugoslavia disin-
tegrated and fighting began in
Slovenia and Croatia.

But the ban has never com-
pletely prevented Muslim-led
Bosnian government forces
from getting weapons bought
clandestinely or donated by
sympathetic governments and
smuggled across the Croatian
border. US officials confirmed
tHis week that weapons were
being funnelled through
Zagreb, the Croatian capital.
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A New Business in College
Education

quarters in the privawe educa-
tion sector. Somwe allege that
there is a racket going on in
this behalf
In the opinion of some ob

servers, there are some perti
nent guestion involved in the
nuitter. First, whether pending
“alliliation. it is proper to enroll
siudenis or invite applications
for new posts in such colleges
which give she sponsors ol
sud 11 colleges financial gains in
the shape of admission and tu

iviol lees from new students

and also realised donations
[rom some candidates for
pOosts of teachers. Secondly,
conlingencies may arise where
some of the proposed new col
leges may [ail to secure affilia-
lion for some reason or an-
ot her. I such circumstances.
what will be the fate of the
students who have been newly
cnrolled? And what will hap-
pen (o those candidates who
are appoinied as teachers on
payment ot donalion?

In the former case., some
working arrangement inay be
macde by the proposed new
colledes with other privale
alliliated colleges in the city
but in the latter case, there is
risk for such candidates losing
their donation money.

It is also understood that
the donation-paving teachers
in some such colleges are not
offered any salary on the assur-
ance given to them that thﬂr
would gel it as and when such
culleges gt alliliation. In the
event ol any such colleges fail-

ing to get affiliation. the new
teachers might stand Lo lose
both the donation money and
their promised salary.

The authorities concerned
may look into the issues raised
abhove.

Asia Foundation
chiet due today
By Stéﬂ' Correspondent

President of The Asia
Foundation Dr Williaim P Fulles
arrives in Dhaka today for a

three-day visit.

His trip coincides, with the
Foundation's 40th anmversary
The Eoundation opened its of-
fice in Dhaka in 1954. making
Bangladesh one of its oldest
Programimes.

Dr Fuller

Brgeerg

has

Dr W P Fuller
The
Foundation since 1989, Before
joining the Foundation, he was
Beputy Assistant Administrator

President ol Asia

of the US Agency for
International Development
(USAID)., where he was re-

sponsible for US foreign assis-
tance in Asia and the Near
East. From 1981 to 1987. he
directed the LJS.H.]D mission in
indonesia, :

Prior to 1981. Dr F‘uller
served for (ive years as Ford
Foundation Representative in
Bangladesh, and as an advisor
to the MNational Education
Commission and Ministry of
Education in Thailand. He also
served with the World Bank-
UNESCO Cooperative
Programme ingParis, and with
UNICEF in Beirut, Cairo, and
New York.

-Dr Fuller was. educated in
the United States at Stanford
University and Harvard
Lniversity. -

In Bangladesh, the
Foundation currently supports
projects in public policy, elec-
tion administration, media de-
velopment, legal services. and
economic reform. The Foun-
dation cooperates with USAID
and the Ministry of Health and
Family Planning (o support
NGOs in delivering family
‘planming services throughout
Lhe country.

1200 troops
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An advanced Dutch party
left from Split for Bihac on
Thursday, but it was unlikely
they had managed to get in be-
cause of the Serb bloekade,
‘sources said.

. FThe UN aimed to deploy
the full contingent of 180

—| Dutch reinforcements by the

end of the month.
. The Dutch soldiers were
understood 'to ‘include tactical

air controllers who could call
in and direct air strikes, a ca-
pability the Bangladeshis on
the ground did not have.

| benefit

| length of the

British Parliament Under Secretary of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office Anthony
Baldry, MP was received hy Foreign Secretary MR Osmany at the Zia International Airport

vesterday upon his arrival in Dhaka on a four-day visit to Bangladesh.

British MP in city
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wealth veniure, As a member
of the Commonwealth, Britain
very much supports the
process... | will have no direct
role in the dialogue process:
myv visit is primarily related 1o
the trade mission.”

He. however added that he
would have talks with 'politival
colleagues’ in Bangladesh.

Foretgn Secretary Mulleh R
Osmany was al the airport Lo
receive Lthe British parliarnen-
tarian. Also present was British
High Commissioner in Bang
ladesh Peter J Fowler.

Although Baldry, whose re-
sponsibilities include bilateral
relations with the countries ol
South Asia, North America and
the Caribbean, arrived in
Dhaka yesterday. members ol
the 27-man delegation he
heads are due in the capital
this moming.

The visit of the trade mis-
sifon. first from the UK (o
Bangladesh in vears, coincides
with the Opposition's dawn-to-
dusk hartal for two consecutive
days from 1today, [orcing
rescheduling and even cance-
lation of some programmes

Baldry said British busi-
nessmen now recognise Bang-
ladesh as an economy which
was getting “stronger and
stronger” and having the
potential for increased trade,

The visit of the high-pow-
ered trade mission demon-
strates that. he added.

He *disclosed that Britain
has recently announced the
Export Credit Guarantee Sche-
me which also’ covers Ban-
vladesh. It is expected to
and encourage UK
companies intending to invest
in Bangladesh.

Britain is the second largest
overseas investor in Bangla-
desh. Some 45, companies have
so [ar invested an estimated
100 million pound sterling.

The British MP appreciated

| Bangladesh's commitment to

privatisation and economic re-
forms. He, however, observed
that reforms should combine
with deregulation and cutting
back "the dead wood of unnec-
essary bureaucracy” to create
investors' confidence.

"The other necessary pre-
condition is, of course. politi-
cal stahility.” he said.

The UK mission represents

Ainternationally famous British

giants, including British Gas,
Bedford Trucks., Midland

Electricity — a power generat-

ing company. Lasmo Ple — a
leading oil and gas exploration
compary. Norwest Holst Ltd,

Baldry sald.

the largest construction firm
the UK, and Smith Newcourt,
a famous stock market in-
vesior,

BSS adds: Baldry said, "We
in the UK are jortunate in be
ing able to draw on a long his-
tory of demoacratic develop-
ment. The history of Bangla-
desh I8 shorter, and its time
for development has been less.
Great progress has nonethe
less been made. Part of that
development has included the
successful re establishment of
democratic government in
1991, a move which was wel
comed throughout the world

"We hope and trust that the
present difficult period can be
equally successfully resolved,
and we continue to support
the dialogue, facilitated by the
Commonwealth, which has
been established between the
government and Opposition.

"As | have seen already
while making my preparations
to come to Dhaka, there 1s
plenty of goodwill on beoth
sides. 1 hope that my visit, and
that of the trade mission, will
capitalise on these existing
great assels and creale the op-
portunity to develop links fur-
ther to our mutual benefit,” he

hoped. |

Govt offers truce

around UNITA HQ

LUANDA. Angola. Nov 11:
The government offered to
stop fighting around UNITA
rebel headqguarters today in an
effort get the insurgents to
sign a peace treaty ending 19
years of civil war, Angolan state
radio reported. says AF.

Third formula
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The opposition parties were
learnt to be positively disposed
to this latest plan, now dubbed
as the 'third formula’.

The Commonwealth emis-
sary Sir Ninian Stephen who
has been trving to facilitate the
dialogue between the ruling

‘party and the Opposition, may

discuss this "third formula”
during his scheduled meétings
with the Prime Minister and

.the Leader of the Opposition

loday.

If both sides agree to the
new proposal, the ruling party
would place it officially to Sir
Ninian with a view to resuming
the dialogue.

But as of last night. both the
ruling party and the Oppo-
sition were officially sticking

" to their original positions.

— PID photo

JS goes into
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continued to abstain from the
House demanding a constitu-
tional amernidment providing
[or the holding of national
polls under a non-partisan
caretaker administration. _
Meanwhile. the JS business
advisory committee met ves-
terday morning to decide the

tenure of the session begin-
ning today. The advisory body -

also discussed the major sub-
jects likely to come up for dis-

cussion in the House during

the session. |
Oppeosition members of the
commitiee — seven in the 15-
member body headed
Speaker Shaikh Razzak Ali =

once again did not attend yf-s—

terday's meeting.

A treasury bench member
attending the meeting lold
The Daily Star that the advi-
sory body, contrary to converni-
tion., avoided seiting a lenla-
live date for prnrugatinn of ‘the
session.

. Replying to a question. the
comrnittee members said, "We
are optimistic that the
Commonwealth's effort to re-
solve the present political im-
passe would produce a positive

result and the Opposition

would return to the House.

“If the Opposition returns,
we shall unitedly -decide the
17th session.”
the member. who is also a cab-
inet minister, added.

The committee also de-
cided to ask the parliamentary
seleet committee concerned
1o produce {1s reporl on the
proposed Zila Parishad Bill in
the House during the session.

* The treasury bench-spon-

i:ﬂ-"

session today

sored Bill, seeking atanE‘lhen*
ing of the Election Caommi-
ssion (EC), is also likely to be
placed for discussion in. the
House, meeting sources said.

"The Bill is expected to be

passed during the current ses-
sion with a few amendments,”
sources said, adding that some
measures put forward by the
Opposition during its discus-
sions with the Commonwealth
envay Sir Ninian Stephen are
likely to be incorporated in the
original bill.

Sir Ninian's aides have al-
ready had talks with the EC of-
ficials on the issue.

"If the Opposing 'pﬂliliﬂai '

camps eventuaHly can reach an
agreement on the contentious
subjects. the Local Govern-
ment and Rural Development
(LGRD) ministry would move
the amendments.” a meeting
source told The Daily Star.

Five . ruling Bangladesh
Nationalist Farty (BNP] MPs
are learnt to have submitted
more than three hundred
gquestions for the question-an-
swer hours during the new
session, Parliament serrrtarlat
sburces said.

The MPs belonging to l]"ll.“.!
Jamaat-e-Islami, on thé other
hand. contrary to their previ-

ous practice, did not submit

any question this time, sources
added. During past sessions
the Jarmaai. although boy
cotting J5S sittings., neverthe-
less submitted their questions
wit hour fail,

Some ordinances promul-
vated since the prorogation of
the last JS session are to be

- laid before the House today.

‘Shakhawat

L——

Menon calls to
use JS session
for a consensus

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Workers' Party
General Secretary Rashed
Khan Menon vyesterday called
upon all concerned to take
inftiatives: so that the Parlia
ment session starting today
can agree on a caretaker go
vernment formula adding a
sub-clause to Clause 123 of the
Constitution.

Speaking at a rally at Narail,
Menon pointed out that the
Fifth Jatlya Sangsad has aiready
hecome non-functional and the
planned resignation by the
Opposition members would
further aggravate the situation.

The resignations would de
stroy the last opportunity to
resolve the crisis and shatter
the prospect of a national con-
sensus. he added.

Such precipitate action
would also enhance the threats
of foreign intervention in the
country's politics through the
back door. Menon warned.

Chaired by local
Party leader Molla Shahadat
Hossain, the rally was ‘also ad-
dressed by Bimal Biswas,
Hafizur Rahman, Nazrul Islam
and Golam Morshed.

BNP patronising
terrorists: Azam

JHENIDAH, Nov b1
Jamaat-e-Islami Ameer Golam
Azam today accused the ruling
BNP: of patronising terrorists
and lamented that the law en-
forcing agencies had become
helpless due to undue inter-
ference by the governing quar-
ters. reports UNB.

"Police nab the terrorists,
have to free them under pres-
sure [rom ministers.” he al-
leged at a public meeting at
the local Government Boys
High School ground this after-
Moo, o

In his brief speech, the
Jamaat chief urged the leaders
of all political parties to work
for establishing the dictates of

Almighty Allah and rule of

honest people in the country.
He refrained from making

any comment -on the current

political situation at the meet-

ing attended by a good number

of party activists and support-
ers from different southern
districts. - '

Addressing the meéeting,
party Secretary General Motiur
Rahman Nizami urged the gov-
ernment to accept the
Opposition demand for a neu-
tral caretaker government (o
conduct  next general elec-
tions. _

“This is our only demand ...
meet the demand now and you
will renfain in pewer for the
full five-year term,” he said.

Blaming government poli-

cies for ruining the country's
economy. particularly the in-
dustrial sector, Nizami sald the
local markets are now flooded
with foreign goods while the
local products are not getting
due price.

Presided over by dlsmm
Jamaat Ameer Abul Kashem,
the meeting was also ad-
dressed by central leaders
Abdul Kader Mollah, Dr Anisur
Rahman, Sheikh Ansar Al MP.
Hossain = MFP,
Habibur Rahman MP and Kazi
Shamsur Rahman MP.

Hartal today
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force the BNP govt to step
down and ensure polls under a
caretaker governmernt.

In a statemerit. she said the
ruling BNP is trying to stick to
power by dernying the people's
right to vote and food.

Branding the BNP govern-
ment as corrupt and vote da-
coit, she said it is involved in a
conspiracy to foil the
Commonwealth-brokered dia-
logue and ignore the people's
demand for  election under a.
caretaker government,

Besides, the Awami League
President said price-hike of
essentials during this regime
has made the public life miser-
able.

"Under the eircumstances,
| appeal to the people to in-
tensify the current agitation
for a caretaker government,
she said.

Workers

| present political scene,

1 and related informatioh

DHAKA SATURDAY:

Hamasgetstwseatsin

NOVEMBER 12, 1994

PLO-run religious courts

JERLUSAILFEM, Nov ||
cooperation

PLO leader Yasser Aradat in a sign off™
with the rival Hamas group. has given it two seals

on the bench of PLO run religious couns in Gaza and the West

Bank. PLO officials said todav

Yes, we do have political

differences. but we remmain one people and we can't aceepd
distancing nurselves from our people.” said Sheikh Hamed Al-
Bitawl accepling his appoiniment o the West Bank ceourtl

Bitawi sairl he was close to the

Hamas. reporis Reuler

istamic resistance movernent

Serbs launch artillery
attacks on Mostar

LAGREB, Now 11

Bosnian Serbs launched artillery attacks

on the southwestern city of Mostar today killing several

children. aecording o

the regional Croal presa agency

Habena, monitored here The Zagreb-based agency Hina said a
small girt was killed and six other children were wounded.
four seriously. in the attacks. reports AFP

Notices on Huda, 2 others
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jast demanding a caretaker
government with the Chief
Justice as its head.

Hula was dropped from the
cabinet the day afier the publi-
cation of his interview

The press statemenis of the
two other MPs were also con
trary to the BNP stand about
the caretaker government is-
SLe.

All 14 members af
standing commitier
sent at vesterday s crucial
meeting. One posi in the
party's highest caucus remains
vacant.

The members present
were: Mirza Golam Hafiz, Dr
Badruddoza Chowdhury, Majid-
ul-Huqg, Mostafizur Rahman,
Sajfur Rahman, Abdus Salam
Talukder, Oli' Ahmed, Khan-
daker Delwar Hossain, Dr RA
Ghani. Abdul Matin Chow
dhury. Khondaker Mosharral
Hossain., Barrister Rafiqul
Islam Miah and Chowdhury
Tanbir Ahmed Siddigi.

Meeting sources sald that
during the 45-minute hearing.
the former information minis-
ter was questioned, often
bluntly, about his intentions
which prompted his ebjec-
tionable’ interview,

Huda reportedly swore by
God and said. "l had no inten-
tion to enrbarrass the party.
The idea was new which | dis-
closed as my personal view."

Meeting sources said that .
he also gave other explanations
in favour of this position, most
of which have been published
in different newspapers follow-
ing his ouster from the cabi-

net.
The standing committee,
would take a decision -after

the
were pre-

studying the written replies of

Huda and two others.

The three-hour long meet-
ing, whieh started at 8 pm,
also decided to hold an ex-

“tended meeting of the party to

discuss the overall political si-
tuation. Some 250 executive
comimnittee members — all the
MPs and the district and thana
unit presidents and secretaries

. — are expected to be present

at the meeting, to be held
S00T1. ' :

The BNP policy-makers also
decided to hold meetings and
processions in all the 90 wards
of the capital as part of their
organisational activities.

From now on. the BNP
leaders would mfﬂrnl'lhe peo-

BSC genedn body
starts 3-day .
strike today-

By Staff Correspondent
Some 12.000 leachers ol

‘the general educaltion cadre

starts a three-day sirike today
to press home their 16- -point
charter ol demands.

The BCS General Education
Association called the strike to
realise their demands [or
withdrawing administrative
cadre officials frem the educa-
tion department, providing se-
lectiori grade to 50 per cent
lecturers as per governmeint
order, and new pay seale for
the teachers lo narrow down
discrepancies in the jnter--
cadre pay scale. says a press
refeasi

Sir Ninian
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the continuing stalemate in
the dialogue process because

ol the ‘intransigent attitudes’ .

adopted by the parties in the
dispute, informed diplomats
told The Daily Star yesterday.
Sir Ninian had sought coop--
eration of sevéral embassies in
the past few days in obtaining
all available eonfidential
assessments of the past and
de-
tailed background of the polit-
ical parties, biographical pro-
files of the leading politicians
“in an
effort to better understand and

‘analyse the local scenario.”

Yesterday BSir Ninian at-
tended the Commonwealth
Memorial Services at a semi-
nar in Banani. He met several
diplomats there.

Later along with his wile
Sir Ninian did some sight-
seeing. visiting the Ahsan
Manzil and Lalbagh Fort in the
older part of the city

Tomorrow Sir Ninian would
be completing one monih of
slay in Dhaka, having arrived
on October 13,

police, .drove

pie about their proposed feyr -
muia for a caretaker govern-
ment sharing power with the
Opposition parties. Sueh a
campaign would help the BNP
1o convinee the people that
they had given enough con-
cessions to the Oppeosition
which, on the other hand. has
stuck to its original demand.

The standing commitiee
will meet again after l't(‘t.'.l‘l"iﬂl,'
the replies to the show cause
notices on Huda and others,
the source added.

Suicide bomber
kills 3 soldiers
-

in Gaza

NETZARIM, Gaza Strip. Nov
11: A suicide cyelist with a
bomb strapped to his body
triggered the explosives as he
verred (owards an [sraeli army
jeep today, killing three sol-
diers and wounding a dozen
Palestinians and [sraelis. re-
ports AP

Islamic Jthad., a militant
group opposed to lsrael-PLO
peacemaking, claimed respon-
sibility for the attack. The
group said it was in retaliation
for the November 2 car bomb
killing of an Islamic Jihad
leader blamed on Israel.

The "attack occurred at a
main junction on Gaza's north-
south highway. which is pa-
trolled by Israeli and Palestine

Liberation Organisation forces.

Palestinian demonstrators
had gathered at the intersec-
lton to protest Israel's
Palestinians from jobs in [srael.

Seven Israeli soldiers were
wounded when the cyclist set
off the explosive as he drove
near a jeep, an I[sraeli official
said. Hespital officials said four
Palestinians in a tax:i were also -
wounded.

There were conflicting re-
ports whether the attacker
was riding on a motorcycle or

a bicyele.

Brig. Salem Abu Omar, a
PLO ollicer, said a Palestinian
on a motorcycle got past PLO -
into an Israeli
checkpoint and set off the
homb. He said Palestinian po-
lice had stopped several
buses with protesters who
planned to join the dem
siration.

A PLO pu!l-:e colonel was
slightly injured in the blast,

“he said.

' : ]
N'gan) clash
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Police resistied the villagers
as a rival organisation — Upa-
shahar Implementation Co-
mmittee —-convened a mee-
ting at the same time at the
same place.

Police obstructed the wvil-
lagers some 20 yards from the
venue as they started pouring
in in their hundreds around 2
pm. ,
As soon as the aggrieved vil-
lagers broke the police cor-
don, the law enforcers re-
sorted to baton-charge.

As the villagers turned in-
creasingly violent. police lired
rubber bullets and lohbed Lear-
gas shells indiscriminately,
withesses claimed.

The miitant-villagers and
police chased each other for
about two and a half hours until
4:30 in the afternoon.

Earlier, the government
announced plans to acquire
6751 acres of land in the area
to set up a model satellite
town-— Purbachal—at Rupganj.

The resistant commiitee,
led by Sabed Ali Mo]lah, is
against the government plan.
But his men want the govern-
ment to develop the area with-
out acquiring the land.

On the other hand, the
Upashahar Implementation
Committee is headed’ by

Mohammad Sharafat, reported

to be a relative of the H;

Minister

The resistance commi
in a statemment after the inei-
dent. blamed their rival group
for the attack.

They called a day leng har-
tal in the area tomorrow in
protest against the attack,

The body of Sirajul lslam,
who was identilled as a mem-
ber of the resistance commit.
lee. was taken Lo the Rupgani
police station.

The wvillagers also clashed
with police on the same ssue
on October 29,




