In Memory of November 12, 1970
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T | The Role and Responsibilities of [ )
Disaster Management Bureau i

In the World map. ‘ Akramul Islam Burcau. consists in activities : -
Bangladesh stands in the Director-General,, DMB 0 be carried on, mostly |
disaster prone area. So, during pre-disaster period. to ]
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almost every year, disaster
ol one kind or other strikes
this country. Cyclone. Storm
Surge, Tornado, Flash
Flood. Flood., River Bank
Erosion  Drought  and
arthquake are main hazards
vhich occur in Bangladesh.
Fhe statistics of last one
undred years show that |, on
1n average. tive thousand
cople are killed every year
in Bungladesh and this figure
tands highest in the World.
although there are more
lisaster prone countries in
the world than Bangladesh.
This 1s due to high density.
illitecracy and poverty of
[people living in the disaster
prone areas of Bangladesh.

1970 and 19YKS and floods ot
1981 and 198K, the
Government started thinking
as to what can be done 1o
reduce loss ot lite and
property by disasters. A
technical Assistance Project
Protorma was submitted 1o
the planning commission and
when  this  was  being
examined, another devasta-
ling cyclone with storm
surge struck Bangladesh on
April 29, 1991 and killed
|. 38 lakhs people. After this
event, the Government
immediately commissioned a
study to tind out ways and
means to mitigate disastrous
events and engaged national

recommendations of the
study. the Government
cstablished a Iisaster Co-
ordination and Monitoring
Unit under the Ministry of
Relief which was subse-
quently renamed as Disaster
Management Burcau. This
Bureau came into existence
in the Ist halt of 1993 and it
18 still in the tormative stage
but it has started activities in
a very limited scale,

The responsibjlity of the
Disaster Management Burcau
IS not to prevent  disaster
which 1s not practically
possible. The primary
responsibility of this Burcau
1S L0 carry oul acuvities with
a view to reducing loss ol

make people of disaster
prone arcas aware

make them Capable of I'iiL‘ng
disaster with due
preparation, so that loss of
li¢ and property can be
reduced 1o minimum.In

addition to this. Disaster
Management Bureau will
also Irain all Crisis

Managers. both Government
and non-Giovernmen Orgam-

sauons, o make them more
efficient and ctfeetive so that
they can, very quickly,
alleviate sulterings of
attected people in post
disaster phase. These Crisis
Managers always try to meet
disaster situation without

ol
disasters and its impact, 1o

and international Experts
under the financial assistance
of the UNDP. The reports |
and recommendations of this
study were examined by a

They are unable to take
appropriate preparedness
measures 10 save their life
and property.

the world. Disasters are (he Management Bureau with a view
ommon phenomena of our life 10 achieving the goal. The
uc 1o geophysical position of Burcau has already started
Bangladesh. Various natural 15a8Ier management programme
alamitics  tookplace in the With the cooperation ol various
ountry and caused huge [mwh*dupﬂrl‘;rnﬂnla and organisations. of
)l lives and damage of propertics the Government. NGOs, and
in the past. The cyclone and tidal Mational and international

surge ol 12th November 1970 n‘rgam::aunnﬁ_ |
was the deadliest catastrophe (Cvelone and tidal surge are the
since immemorial time. This WO main  disasters of” our

country. Safe shelter is most
unportant m such sitwaton. To
meet this requirement high
priority has been given on
construction of multipurpose
shelters in the coastal area and
the off-shore islands. Besides,
steps are being taken to create
massive awarcness ol people
he members of the public, and What .[”hh“ done before, during
| fticicnt_manpower iy essential and after a disaster.

lc:-uu.u[mphc caused to kill aboul
live lakh people and destroy
asscts worth crores of taka. It is
[ur[ain that any sorts of disaster
will also hit somewhere in
Bangladesh m future. Therefore
‘¢ must be prepared to face
hisasters.
Awareness and cooperation ol

—pNatural calamities can not be

Role and Responsibilities of the
Ministry of Disaster Management and

Relief in Disaster Management
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Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief

Bangladesh i1s one of the
vulnerable countries in the
world prone 1o natural
disasters. The geographical
situation ol the country is
such that it not only gives us
the life giving monsoons.
hut also  causes  the
Catastrophic  ravages of
cyclone. norwester, tornado,
tlood, tidal bores and
drought. The activities of the
Ministry of  Disaster
Management and Reliel are
now more ol disaster
managcemenlt at pre, during
and post disaster phases.
The poverty alleviation

disaster managements.

listed below:
a) Formulation

evaluation of all

programmes like Food for
Work, VGD, RMP and other
relief activities are also
supportive activities towards
disaster management. This
paper will brietly state all the
salient activities including

The functions of the Ministry
ol Disaster Management and
Relied are vast and wide
ranging. Major functions are

and
implem-entation ol policies
relating to planning. co- )
ordination, monitoring and
relict

ffeet of disasters can be reduced
hrough planned preparedness
rogramine. We also have 1o be
lert on the maintenance of
cological balance by identilving
nd removing causes of disasters.
I'he social  alforestation
rogramme will have to be made
uccessful. We must butld roads
nd embankments with proper
lanning. Prompt action in
isaster management should be
nsured  throogh improved
clecommunication and transport
actliies,

sural disaster creates social
roblems. Therefore we must
ace thas unitedly rrespective of

activities. h) Formulation
ol policies and preparation of
national disaster prepared-
ness plan and co-ordination
of all aspects of disaster
management. ¢) Helping line
ministries and agencies in
developing their own action
plan on disaster
management. d) Emergency
rchabilitation of wemporary
nature through distribution
of reliel materials., ¢)
- Administration of relief work
and sanction of reliel funds.
I’lanning, co-ordination

ndeavor for disaster mRigation
ind disaster reduoction through
unproved disaster preparcdngss.
Harun-Al-Rashid
Minisicr of State in charge
The Ministry of Disaster
Management & Reliel
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{Jdestroyed assets worth crores.,

revented, However. the adverse |l

arty affiliation or beliet. Let us)

life and properties by
disasters. Every disaster has
three phases, pre-disaster,
on-disaster and post-

pre-planning and preparation
1.¢. on ad-hoc basis and that
is why, they fail (. respond
effectively and efficiently. As

After  the devastating  group of Experts and a panel  disaster. The main function e e
lcyclones and storm surges of — of Professionals. Following  0f the Disaster Management Jee e
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Message tor. ‘&  proper - disaster Message on national ¢conomy through
Natural disaster occurs more or mra.nagemenll.i I'he F“WEF“'“I‘J“I | oday is the 12th November damages to lives and properticy|
less, in almost all countrics of bas established a - Disaster | wenty [our years ago this day a DUt also aggravaie povert

disastrous cyclone hit five conditon. Therefore, reduction
districts of the southern region of disaster damage is a sine qu:
of Bangladesh. This was POn for achieving socio
accompanied by tidal surge. This €€Onomic development o
cyclone erased many human SOUntries like ours. For this
habitations. snatched away about €2ch one of us must be aware o
five lakh valuable lives and ¢1saster and their impact an
must extend active co-operatio
Disasters visit many countries of 10 every disaster mitigatio
the world. It has not yet been ctfort.. I hope that large scal
possible for the mankind to @Wareness  aboul natura
resist  disasters but many disasters, rather all kinds o
countries of the world have J1S8sters, in our country, an
shown considerable success in $UPport of the people of al
through planned preparedness. ' bullding up a powerfy
Basically. lack of public disaster management programme
awareness about disaster as will 1 the country. -

las lack of competence to face M Hafizuddin Khan
|disasters has led to large scale decretary
damages in various disasters. In Ministry of Disaster
Bangladesh |, the present
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government have taken wide
ranging measures 1o reduce
[[damages and sufferings of the
people caused by disasters. These
measures are directed towards
reduction of disaster damages
lthrough pre-disaster
preparedness.

[1 1s derogatory to a nation's self
respect to depend on  others
charity tor post disaster relief.
['he  redesignation ot the
Ministry of Relief as “The
Ministry of Disaster
Management and Rehief ™ and
creation of the * Disaster
Management Bureau” are somge
ol the steps signifying the
changes in the policy and
attitude of the Government of
Bangladesh in managing and
mingating disasters. The Burcau
playing an importani
supportive role in the field o
| nsaster Manageme

isasters  are curses for i
cogintry.  Disasters not only
mahe large scale adverse effect

Twenty four years ago this
day one of the worst disasters
in human history occurred in
the coastal region ol
Bangladesh. More than hall a
million human lives perished
within few hours. Few
millions lost their houses and
properties and faced
starvation. There were no
signs ol habitation in many
off shore islands. This was
due 1o the devastating cyclone
which in the night between |2
and 13th November 1970) hit
the districts ol Satkhira,
Khulna, Bagerhat. Patuakhali,
Barguna, Barisal, Bhola.
Noakhali agd € hittagong with
a speed ol about 100-150)
miles per hour accompanicd
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THE CYCLONE OF NOVEMBER 1970

A.F.M. Sirajul Hagq

Director

Disaster Managemenr Bureau

by tidal surge of abowt 15-20 close™. During this time the
(t. high. This article 1 Meteorological Department
intended to relresh our issued warnings of  the

- memory of that tragedy and to impending cyclone and tidal

[or surge but there was SOIme
difference from the past
During the ESCAP/WMO
Panel meeting on Tropical
Cyclone held in Dhaka n
September 1970 the systen tﬁ
cyclone warning canme up LS
discussion. 1t was suggested

suggest  medsurcs
minimising losses in the event
of such disasters in future.
The warning about the
depression was given by the
Meteorological Department
well in time. On 10Oth
November the daily Morning
News reported "Depression in ghat the signal numbers used
the Bay". The Pakistan fr warning ships and ports
Observer, on 12th November peed not be used {or warning
reported thai  a depression (he public.  Although no
jocated on 11th November al (yrmal recommendation on
SO0 miles south west of thig subject was made iy thal
Chittagong may intensify. The mecting, the Regional Difector
Morning News reported same
day that "Cyclone moves
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