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China denies p e ep ldem:lc'
China has firmly denied repnrtu of a plague epldcmic in many
cities, sayirig that no more than 10 cases had been reported
each year since the disease was brought under control in
19565, AFP reports from Beijing.

"As (o the rumours that plague is spreading in more than
200 counties and cities in China, these do not conform with
the true situation.” said the Ministry of Public Health in a
statement., daled Thursday. responding to numerous diplo-
matic and press enquiries.

Insurance for Indian newsmen:

A group insurance scheme, first of its kind for accredited
journalists, was formally launched by Gujarat government at a
function attended by Chief ‘Minister Chhabildas Mehta, PTI
reports [rom Gandhi Nagar.

A proposal form and rules were presented by the chief
minister to the zonal manager of Life Insurance Em'purauun
of India, N N Joshi.

Law for AIDS test in Russm. Pariia-

ment's ldwer house voted overwhelmingly for a third and final ‘

time Friday to approve a draft law that would require
foreigners visiting Russia to take AIDS tests. AP reports from
Moscow. _

The bill, which also would mandate testing for Russians in
marny occupations, still requires approval from the upper
house and President Boris Yeltsin. The measure says foreign-
ers refusing to be tested would be deported, as would for-
eigners found to have the AIDS virus.

- - - !
Coup bid in Gambia: an attempt to topple
the Gambian military regime was foiled overnight, Vice
President Sana Sabally announced -yesterday, AFP reports
from Banjul. '

He told state radio that several soldiers were killed in the
rebellion. which was led by high-ranking army officers.
Sabally said the onal council of the armed forces man-
aged to foil the attempted coup but did not provide any fur-
ther details. Overnight. Thursday, heavy shooting could be
heard in the Bakau nelghhnurhund where the military bar-
racks are located but'by morning the situation appeared to be
normal although soldiers had set up a checkpoint at the en-
trance of the city.
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Deng's works available: me arst trec
volumes of the selected works of China's unt leader
Deng Xiaoping are now available on computer disc, the
People's Daily reported yesterday, Reuter says from Beijing.

The newspaper said it was the first time the works of a
Chinese leader had been transferred to computer software. It
was a joint eflort of the Feqples Publishing Company and
Beigng Universitv.

Clinton releases war recerds.m

sident Clinton, riting his promise 0 make more government

documents public, signed an executive order on Thursday

authorising the National Archives to release 43 million pages

of war records, AP reports from Washington.

. The documents represent nearly all the classified holdings

dating before World War II. Nearly 23 million pages relating

to the Vietnam War, Naval operating forces and records of the
headquarters of the US Air Force also were declassified, ac-

cording to a White House statement. |

. :
1 held near Babri Mosque: A ninau
claiming to be a 'human bomb’ was arrested on Thursday near
the Babri Mosque — razéd two years ago by Hindu zealots — in
the northern town of Ayodhya, the Press Trust of India (PTI)
said, AFP reports from New Delhi.

Sankata Prasad Tiwarl. 4{1' whu said he had a bomb

| stzapped to his was whiske for. fiiterro-"
.gauaﬁcnmciats saldy in Ayodhya. No m&ﬂﬁm m wete avall-

- : - - :
P e claims 21 in Zimbabwe:s.
bonie has killed at least 21 people and infected more
than 200 others since it broke out last month in southwest
Zimbabwe, Health Minister Timothy Stamps said Thursday,
Reuter re & from Harare.

Stamps said all the deaths took place iIn Hataheieland
province. Zimbabwe's northern tourist resorts were not af-
fected. "The epidemic is now under control, we are on top of
“the situation.” he told the domestic news agency Ziana.

- l - L
American fined in Nairobi: s mg
strate’'s courl in Najrobi has fined a white American engineer
150 dollars lor calling Kenyan immigration offictals "stupid
niggers.” local newspapers reported yesierday, AFP says from
Nairobi.

Spoon Steven Graig was charged with calling immigration
officials at Nairobi's Jomo Kenvatta Airport "stupid niggers
being culonised by Asians” when he arrived from London on
Wednesday

Fatah member killed in Sidon:

Gunmen shot and killed. a member of PLO chiel Yasser Aralal's
Fatah group ecarly yesterday in south Lebanon. police said. AFP
reports from Sidoa.

Sami Farah., 35. was shot dead several hundred inetres
away from the main Palestinian’ camp of Ain lelweh on the
eastern outskirts of the soulhern port of Sidon, they said.
They linked his killing to inter-Palestinian dispules.

France, KSA to hold talks: reucn i

ternr Miuister Charles Pasqua will visit Saudi Arabia on Friday
for talks on sCcurity which a Paris nrp.-irmfrr sald would also
cover arms sales, Revter reports from Paris

The ollicial SPA Seudi Press Agency saild that Jduring the
three-day visit, Pasgua and Saudi Interior Minisier Prince
Nayel Bin Abdul-Aziz would discuss “the developing and

strengthening ties of security cooperation between Lhe two
minisiries.”
- L L -

9 die in Indonesian landslide: x.
volunieers repairing an frrigation channel died, and three
others were injured in a landslide that struck a village in west
Java. the media Indonesia Daily said yesterday. AFP repertu
from Jakara

The victims were participating in a village-volunteers' ef-
fort e repalr an irrigation channel in the village of

Cintanagara in the Garut regency when the side of a steep hill
overiooking the irrigation channel fell on top of them.

DPRK minister in Cambodia:

th Korea's acling defence minister has arrived in Cambodia
for a five-day official visit to military ties between
the two traditionally friendly states. a senior Cambodian
oilitary official said yesterday. AFP reports from Phnom Penh

General Chol KEwang was accompanied by 14 other high
ranking military officials and was to meet Minister of Defence
Tea Banh. Interior Minister Sar Kheng and the deputy chief
of stall, General Nhek Bunchay

Shenzhen to allow visa-free tour:

China's Shenzhen special ecouemic zone will start visa-free
tours for foreigners stariting December in a move to atiract

more fourisis across the border from Hong Kong. AFP reports
from Hong Kong

Shenzhen Vice Mayor Li Guangzhen told reporters in
Shenzhen on Thursday that the new arrangement would allow
foreign lourists to stay in the zone for 72 hours without a visa.

US team to visit Malaysia: ne g

of US senators to visit Malaysia will attend a Pacific
dialogue conference that begins this weekend in Penang. the
US embassy sald yesterday Reuter reports from Kuala
Lasorspnar
The delegation is led by senators Chuistopher Bond
(Republican -Missourt]. Sam Nunn (Democrat-Georgla) and
Wwiillamm Cohen (Repubdican Maine). Other members include
John Glenn (Democrat-Ohiol. David Pryor (Democrat-Arkan
sas) Christopher Dodd (Democrat -Connecticut] and Barbara
Mikulski (Democrat -Maryiand)

" League (PML). told °

Pak opposition blasts govt for

Ihternational

shelving resolution on Kashmir

ISLAMABAD, Nov i 4
Pakistani opposition leaders
condemned Prime Minister
Benazir Bhutto's government
for withdrawing a resolution
on Kashmir at the UN General
Assembly, terming the move a
foreign policy disaster, news-
papers said today, reports AFP.

"This is nothing short of
humiliation. It is a t'erelgn pol-
icy disaster with no parallel in
the history of Pakistan.,” Chau-
dhry Nisar Ali, a senior leader
of former premier Nawaz
Sharif's Pakistan Muslim
reporters
here Thursday.

He added that the govern-
ment should ask Foreign
Minister Assef Ahmed Ali to
resign’ over the debacle,

Sharif also exprcseed shock

over the “retreat.”

Bhutto had vowed (o raise

Pakistan's decades-old dispute

over Kashmir with India within
all appropriate international
forums.

Having secured the 51-na-
tion Organisation of Islamic
Conference’s (OIC] support at
an emergency session here in
September, Islamabad de-
cided to submit a formal reso-
lution at the current UN
General Assembly session.

The OIC set up a contact
group as a first step to inter-
nationalise the Indo-Pakistani
dispute.. with Saudi Arabia,
Turkey, Niger, Pakistan and
OIC Secretary General Hamid
Al Ghabid as its members.

- However. under pressure
from the European Community
and other major powers, the

group abandoned its plans to
ask the UN General Assembly

to review.the issue, local ‘me-

dia said.
India and Pakistan., since
becoming independent ' in

1947, have fought two of their
three wars for control of
Kashmir. A militant Muslim se-
paratist movement in Kashmir
has claimed some 10,000 lives.

Pakistan, which has de-
manded implementation of a
1948 UN Resolution that
called for a plebiscite in the
valley, has accused New Delhi
of "grave human rights viola-
tionsg” in its suppression of
Kashmiri unrest.

India rejects the UN reso-
lution as obsolete and blames
Pakistan for the insurgency.

Reuter adds: A 30-truck
convoy senit by Pakistan to

blaze a trail to central Asia

across Afghanistan reached the
western Afghan city of Herat
toclay, officials satd.

An nfﬁcial of Pakistan's na-
tional highway authority said
four truck-loads of medici-
nes, X-ray machines and sur-
gical instruments were do-
nated to Herat aulhnrltle! on
arrival,

The goodwill caravan left
Quetta, capital of Pakistan's
southwestern province of
Baluchistan on October 29
with goods to be donated to
Afghanistan, Turkmenistan and
Uzbekistan,

Pakistan hopes the convoy
will open up a regular route
for trade with former Soviet
central Asian republics.

The convoy ran into trou-
bles early oen, when it was hi-
jacked by Afghan guerillas on
November 2, A militia of
Afghan religious studemts
known as Taleban secured its
release

Besnlan Serh EﬂldlEIE tie up Muslim prisoners of war near the frent lme avoting the small

village of Dubevac, some 5 km south of Bihac on Wednesday.

Serb command entitled
to declare state of war

PALE. Bosnia-Herzegovina,
Nov 11: The self-proclaimed
Bosnian Serb parliament has
authorised the Serb Republic's
Isupreme command” ‘to de-

¢lare & 'temhpdrary state 'of war

wherever it deems necessary
in areas under its cdntrol,
Speaker Momcilo Krajisnik
announced here early today.
reports AFFP.

"The government
Serb Republic has been char-
ged with taking urgent mea-
sures that are necessary for

of the

the effective proclamation ol a

slate of war,”
ter a meeting of deputies.
But he added that "in the

meantime, the supreme com-

Krajisnik said af-

mand is entitled to declare a

R

_Loan 1o Malaysia

Hurd acted
unlawfully

LONDON, Nov 11: Britain's
High Court ruled yesterday
that Foreign Secretary Douglas
Hurd acted unlawfully in July
1991 in advancing a British aid
40an to Malaysia for a contro-
versial hydro-electric dam
project on the Pergau :f{iver.

reports Reuter.
Pﬁ said the loan was for a

project which was so uneco
nomic that it did not come
within the foreign secretary s
power to advance aid for it.

The ruling will be a severe
embarrassment to the British

government.

The case was a victory for

the World Development Move-

ment, a campaigning body
rrpn:llrnl

which seeks to

Third World interests,
Justice Scott Baker,

judgement, said:

giving
“There was
nothing in aid terms to justily
the use of taxpaytrs money for

the Ptrﬂg.u MHt

m—

state of war in all or part of the
territory of the Serb Republic
lf sueh a step becomes neces-

dent” Radovan Karadzic. two
vice presidents and three mi-
nisters.

Meanwhile: The Croatian
Serb military command late
Thursday denied that its forces
had shelled the Muslim-held

town of Bihar in northwestern,

Bosnia.

United Nations military of-
ficials had said an Orao fighter-
bomber from the self-styled
Serb Republic of Krajina. lo-
cated in the Republic of
Croatia, fired two missiles on

g el e. _coiTmand
gMM Serb “presi- '

'Ieree

— AFP photo

Wednesday at Bihacd, damaging
an ammunition dump and
wounding 14 people.

In Saraj o, UN protection
(Uhprefor) epnkesma}_t
Koos Sal addedl’ that the mis.
sile attack had been preceded
by intensive shelling of Bihac
town by secessionist Serbs
stationed across the border in
Croatia.

But in a briefl statement
carried here by the Yugoslay
news agency Tanjug, the Croa-
tian Serb command declared
"the army of Krajina neither
needs nor wants to launch
artillery attacks against zones
moritered by Unprofor and
has never done so.”

Chernobyl disaster
was a sabotage’?

NEW YORK, Nov 11: Russian
nationalist politician Viadimir
Zhirinovsky said on Thursday
that he believed the 1986 ac-
cident at the Chernobyl Nu-
clear Power Plant was a result
of sabotage by anti-government
forces, reports Reuter.

Zhirinovsky told reporters
that it was one of many actions
taken to undermine the for
mer Soviet Union and to make
its technology look inferior.

It was a subversive action
Russian scientists who were
aware of the act and were
about to expose i, were extin-
guished. he said through a
iranslator at the Overseas
Press Club in New York.

in April. 1986, a fire at the
number four nuclear reactor at
Chernobyl near Kiev in Uk-
raine. killed or injured hun-
dreds of people and leaked

radiation into parts of the
Soviet Union and Eastern
Europe.

While he did not specifly
what group was behind the al-
leged sabotage at Chernobyl
Zhirinovsky said that the KGB
was behind a campaign to un-
dermine the nation.

Zhirinovsky, travelling in
the United States to improve
his image. also said that a
1988 conflict between Arme-
nians and Azerbaijanis was also
artificially created by sub-
versive acls.

Zhirinoveky, who has a l

reputation for being anti-Se-
mitic. began his US trip in San
Franciso on Sunday. He goes to
Washingtog next but admitted
he was yet (o arrange any mee-
tings with key Clinton admi-
nistration or congressienal of-
fictals

Israel invites Arabs to

visit military

SOUTH SHOUNEH. Jordan,
Nov |1; Arms control talks in-
volving Israel and Arab nations
ended on Thursday with one
delegate saying lsrael had in-
viled participants to visit its

intlitary (acilities, reports AP.
"There are specific invita-

tions by israel ... to see their
defence industry installations.”
said Suha Umar, head of the
Turkish delegation to a meet-
ing here of military experts

from 22 nations
He sald dates for the visits

will be fixed in "the coming
days.” Arab delegations re-
sponded “very positively” to
the invitations. Umar added
The invitations came along
with a list of 12 recommenda

tions lor cooperation in lgn-c
field of security beiyeen Ara

and |sraelis. he said

“We have worked oul some
12 confidence-building mea
sures, the most important of
them being the pre-netifica
tion of military exercises.

sites

01 her reeommendations in-
cluded the establishment of
conflict prevention centre In
the Middle East and the ex
change of military information.
Umar said.

David Ivry, head of the
lsraeli delegation, said: |
think there was a lot of good-
will," at the three-day talks.

Umar and Ivry spoke on the
fringes of the meeting, which
in addition to lsraell and other
Middle Eastern states, was al-
tended by experts from the
United States and Russia.

The arms control talks
held in this town 40 kilome
tres (25 miles)] southwest of
Amman, are part of discussions
on reglonal cooperation. Other
working groups deal with wa.
ter sharing. the environment.
refugees, security and reglonal
economic cooperation.

Some key regional powers,
such as Iraq and lran, did not
attend the meeting.

|
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Supporters of
‘Mother Teresa
‘blast UK film

' CALCUTTA, Nov 11: A Bri-
tish film critical of Mother
Teresa has stirred up outrage,
among supporters of the
founder of the Calcutta-based
Missionaries of Charity, re-

, ;lll:]"rts AFP.

The television documen-
ary, "Hell's Angel: Mother Te-
resa.” has not beén screened
in India yet but newspapers
have widely published reports
of its allegations.

DC Gorai, the bishop of this
eastern Indian metropolis, de-
scribed the film as "a very un-
charitable understanding of
Mother Teresa.”

He said the filmmakers

-}

were apparently “prejudiced””

against the Nobel Peace Prize
winner because of her outspo-
ken opposition to abortion.

Mother Teresa is currently
abroad and has not reacted to
the film.

Perry to visit

India in Jan

WASHINGTON, Nov 11: US
Defence Secretary William
Perry said on Thursday that he
will visit India in January to
discuss defence cooperation
and ways to reduce nuclear
weapons danger in Southern

Asia, reporis Reuter.

Perry is also expected ‘to
vigit Pakistan. Perry told a
group of foreign reporters he
will explore US-India security
coopergtion in talks with
Indian officials and "discuss
ways in whichh we can cooper-
ate in reducing the dangers of
proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction in Southern
Asia."

Arabs urged to
bring women
into politics

AMMAN., Nov 11: A meeting

_called to prepare for next ye-

ar's UN conference on women
urged Arab countries on
Thursday to do more to bring
women into peolitics, reports
Reuter.

The 420 experts ending a
week of talks in Amman also
adopted a plan of action de-
signed to improve the lives of
women by the year 2005 in-
cluding giving them more po-
litical and social rights.

The Arab regional prepara-
tory meeting for the Fourth
World Conference on Women,
to be held in Beijing in 1995,
named Princess Basman,
younger sister of Jordan's King
Hussein and patron of the
meeting as the 1995 Arab
world first lady.

Women, who make up
nearly half of the Arab world's
more than 300 million people
are barely represented in any
of the region's parliaments.
Nearly half are flliterate and
face tough challenges in male
dbminated societies,
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“SiX more Tigers killed

Lankan forces on alert

COLOMBO, Nov 11:
Lankan security forces Ittﬂed
six Tamil guerillas and re-
mained on alert today as vio-
lence- threatened to take the
gloss off the presidential elec-
tion victory of Chandrika
Kumaratunga, reports AFP.

Troops attacked the Li-
beration Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE] guerillas on Thursday
after they tried to move into
military-held northern Man-
dativu islet by boats, a military
spokesman said.

. LTTE rebels stepped up at-
tacks on security forces on the
eve of the polls that swept
Kumaratunga into power with
an historic margin. made
an unsuccessful attempt to
blowup a navy landing craft off
the northern coast. The rebels
control large areas of the
north.

The rebels' action has em-
barrassed Kumaratunga. who
initiated peace talks with the
LTTE in August to help pave

the way for a resolution of the
isial?d s ethnic conflict.

umaratunga su ded the
talks after a suil:i;f;nmher
believed to be from the LTTE.
assassinated the main opposi-
tion candidate Gamini Dissa-
nayake at an election rally last
month.

Despite the attacks and re-
ports of sporadic clashes be
tween supporters of rival par-
ties. the military further eased
an island wide curfew Friday

ahead of Kumaratunga's swea-
ring-in on Saturday.

The curfew, first enforced
after the election, was lifted
two hours ahead of schedule
today and was due to be re-im
posed 12 hours later, a mili-
tary spokesman said.

Depending on the security
situation the curfew hours
could be progressively reduced
nationwide or restricted to
only certain parts of the coun.
try, the spokesman said.

Record

- Newborn saved from
garbage compactor

NEW YORK: An abandoned newborn infant was seconds

away from being crushed in a

compactor in Néw York

city on Thursday when a building superintendent heard its

cry. police said. reports Reuter. .

"The superintendent switched on the compactor and then
switchéd it off again when he heard the bab}-’ crying,” police
spokeswoman Bernadette Rainey said.

She said the baby boy, estimated to be one to eight hours
old, was found in the basement compactor of a five-storey
residential building in the Brenx borough, wrapped in a towel

and a plastic bag.

Hillary slights criticisms

LONDON: Hillary

Clinton says deep personal losses she and

President Clinton have suffered in the past two years have

diminished the

before this week's elections
for broadcast on Saturday.
Hillary speaks of mistakes
made in the administration's
health-care plan and of the
Clintons' efforts to preserve
their privacy. the BBC said.

A BBC news release issued

before the broadcast quoted ¢
"In the last 20 §

her as saying:
months we have suffered the

loss of my father and mother-

in-law and the tragic death of
our friend Vince Foster. That &
puts things into somewhat of &

a perspective.
"Those were very deep

pérsonal losses to the presi-
dent and me and stacked
against those the adverse
publicity, the partisanship,

significance of bad publicity and criticism_ the
BBC said on Friday, reports AP _
In an interview conducted §

o A s T o s
SRR

the name-calling that seems. & &
unfortunately. to be a part of §

American politics today.

seem somewhat insignificant. &

It is, on occasion, hurtful.”
She is quoted as saying
she did not feel angry when

the health-care plan ran into trfouble.

"I couldn’t get angry because that takes too much energy
what | wanted to understand is why it happened, what we did
wrong. | mean | think we made mistakes and we learned a o
about how to present this issue and what the American peo
ple were ready for and what they were not ready for

Rat-catchers’ contest
BUCHAREST: Romanian doctors have enlisted a cat and &
hedgehog in a contest to find out which is best at catching
the rats which chemicals cannot kill, reports Reuter.
Doctors at Bucharest's Floreasca Emergency Hospital have
locked a cat and a hedgehog -- a traditional peasant ral
-- in separate hospital storehouses. the national news

catcher

agency Rompres reported on Thursday.
The animals’ relative abilities will be assessed unti
December when the more efficient will be taken on for full

Lime rat-catching duty.

Supernatural assistance

SEOUL: The boys are stealing cushions from the girls and
the girls are wearing silver rings as young South Koreans seck
supernatural assistance for this month's intensely competitive
university entrance exams. reports Reuter.

Fortune tellers in one Seoul university district were doing
a roaring trade from students and parents seeking good hick
amulets to help in the November 23 tests. the Korea Heraid

newspaper reported on Friday.

One spiritualist said an average of 20 people came to her

shop every day to ask about exam prospects and for lucky
amulets, which were selling for 100 dollars instead of the

usual 35 dollars.

Some students buried personal effects on the grounds of
the university they want to enter, the report said

Cushions used by female students are particularly prized by
boys, who allegedly break into classrooms at night to collect

them, T'ht'l'imﬂujd

Russian President [loris Yeltsin (1.) awards Mikhail Kalashnikov, the designer of the AK-47
assault rifle, the Order of Sawnt Viadimir for "services to the motherland” on his 756th birthday

on Thursdav in lzhevek, Russia

— AFP photo

Algeria blamed

for jeopardiuinu
newsmen's lives
LONDON. Nov 11: A British

human rights group accused
the Algerian government o
Thursday of jeopardising lhe

| lives of journalists and trving

to use them in their propa
ganda war against Islamic muli
tants. reporis Reuter.

Article 19 an organisation

'rlmpaljmnﬂ Aaamnmst Ccensol

ship, said in a report that a
decree issued by the Algenan
authorities in June reguires all
media to lmit their reporting
of political violence and secu
rity issues to Ministry ol
Interior communiques

"The media has become a
prime target for both sides in
Algeria's war,"' Article 19's ex
ecutive director. Frances
d'Souza. said in a statemen!

“No less than 28 journalists
have been killed i the last 18
months by armed Islamic
groups opposed to the gov
ernment, killings which we
wtterly condemn.




