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Release of 4 Tibetans hailed: .
Dalai Lama's office in India on Weéinesday welcomed China's
release of four prominent Tibetan activists but said it had
more to do with Beijing's global economic ambitions than
respect for human rights. Reuter reports from New Detlhi.

It said in d statement that China had released Yulo Dawa
i Tsering. Thupten Namdrol. Chungdak and Tsewang Palden.
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India to free 72 Thais: indi has agreed m
principle to’ free 72 jailed Thai fishermen following talks in
New Delhi with Thai Deputy Foreign Minister Surin Pitsuwan,
Indian officials said yesterday, AFP reports from New Delh.

They said the Thai fishermen. detained last year for ille-
gally fishing in India's territorial waters off the eastern state
of Orissa. would be released as soon as procedural -fnrma%itics

are completed. a
mayv hold polls in '"95: japanese
Ja - 3ummull-lata[?;1d on Thursday a general

opposition leader sdz !
election in January or February 1995 was a possibility.

reports Reuter. :
I:fll?hsﬂ.-an. leader of the Renewal Party which is the biggest sin-

gle opposition group in parliament, said recent actions by
Prime Minister Tomiichi Murayama's coalition government
inereasingly pointed to an early 1985 poll. :

Rockets kill 5in Kabul: rockets idtied at

least five people and wounded 17 in Kabul on Wednesday and

iets from President Burhanuddin Rabbani's forces bombed
-:}pposiﬂﬂﬂ positions, government controlled Kabul Radio said,

Reuter reports from Islamabad.

There was no word on casualties in southern parts of the

Afghan capital held by the combined opposition forces of
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar and General Abdul Rashid Dostum.

Kim in Philippines: sout korean president

Kim Young-Sarh arrived in’'the Philippines yesterday on the -

first stop of a tour of Southeast Asia that will include next
" week's APEC Summit in Indonesia, Reuter reports from
Manila :

Kim will stay for three cia:.ra before flying to Indonesia for a
gathering ‘of leaders from the 17-member Asia Pacific

Economic Cooperation (APEC) ferum ‘in the city of Begor.
During his stay in Manila Kim will hold talks with President

Fidel Ramos, who is hoping the visit will spur further Korean |-

invesiment.

Elephants kill 4 in India: a herd of wid

elephants "desperale for home-brewed liguor trampled at

lcast four people to death during a two-day rampage in

eastern India. the Press Trust of India (PTI) reported on
Wednesday, Reuter says from New Delhi. T

' Police told the news agency that the herd of 74 pachy-
derms. which is still on the loose, were looking for breweries
where their favourite country concoction made from wild
plants is prepared by tribespeople.

Christopher leaves for Indonesia:

US Secretary of State Warren Christopher left from this US
air force base for .Indonesia yesterday after a two-day visit
during which he reaffirmed Washington's strong commitment
to the defence ol South Korea, AFP reports from Osan Air

Christopher. who was on his first visit to Seoul since the
signing of the Geneva accord to halt North Korea's nuclear
programme. on Wednesday held intensive talks with South
Korean leaders and with President Kim Young Sam.

Ireland to free 9 IRA men: me s

governmernt has named nine Irish Republican Army (IRA)
prisomers it intends lo release, includipg two murderers, a
fiews service and a British government spokesman said.on
Wednesday, AP reperis fsin London. me o

“Two convigted murderers on the list ?ublishcd by the
Press Association news agency quoting Irish government
sources were model prisoners. and had served 12 and 15
years of life sentences. One had formally quit the IRA.

were slain on Wednesday and seven wounded in a fire fight
with Maoist guerillas in a remote valley in Peru's southeastern

Andes, sources said, Reuter reports from Lima.

Sources linked to security forces in highland Ayacucho de-

partment said the army troops were attacked by Shining Path
rebels trying to retake lost terrain in the Apurimac river val-
ley, some 160 miles (250 kms) southeast of Lima.

Senator Bob Dele. lHkely the next Senate majority leader,
speaks to the press in Washington on Wednesday. Dole
called the election 'an historic €4 hours' but acknowledged
the anti-incumbent anger directed this year at Democrats

could in later years be turned on Republicans. — AFP photo

Frosts claim 3 in Russia: suer ross

have killed three fishermen. left one hospitalised and several
others missing in Russia's Far East in the past week, the
ITAR-Tass news agency reported on Thursday. AP says from
Khabarovsk

A rescue team on Thursday saved 19 others who had been
on a speed boat stuck in ice 15 kilometres [nine miles) off
Russia's Pacific coast

- L ., bt
4 die in Chinese boat capsize:
sampan carrying illegal immigrants from hern China
capsized in a starm offl northern Talwan. killing foGar men and
jeaving at least 16 others missing. police said on Wednesday,
AP reports from Taipel.

Ten Chinese were rescued after the accident Monday
night 300 metres (330 yards) off Wanli, 15 kilometres (9
miles) north of Talpei. officers added The dead included two
Chinese, one Talwanese man who sieered the boat and an
nnidentified man. they said

NATO lacks technology: s e

ter hnology to detect plastic landmines increasingly used in
conflicts worldwide. including in Bosnia. the alllance's arms
procurement directors said on Wednesday AFP reports from
B isserls

Admiral Leighton Smith. the head of NATO forces lor
Southern Europe told the weapons experts meeting in
Brussels since Manday the mines have become a major chal

lenige

SHEIKH HUSSEIN BRIDGE,
Israel-Jordan Border, Nov 10:
Israel and Jordan inaugurated
a new border crossing today,
playing songs of peace and re-
leasing white doves, reports
AP. -

The ceremony at the nar-
row green bridge over the
Jordan River came shortly be-
fore King Hussein's planned
arrival in Israel, only the sec-
ond Arab leader to publicly
visit the Jewish state. = °

Broadcast live on Israel and
Jordan television. the celebra-
tion began with a delegation of
Jordanian officials led by
Transporiation Minister Samir
Kawwar. Israeli and Jordanian
school girls presented bou-
quets of flowers.

Kawwar said the event
marked a turning point after
46 years of war and hostility.
"The chapter. of our sad past is
giving way to a new age of

9

peace,, tranquility and pros-
perity.” he said.

He added that it marked
the start to 'real regional co-
eperation.’

Hussein, who has made
many secret trips, planned to
exchange ratified copies of the
Israel-Jordan peace treaty with
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin
at the Beit Gavriel cultural cen-
ter, 100 kilometers (60 miles)
‘north of Jerusalem, near the
Sea of Galilee.

The , treaty was signed
October 26 in the presence of
President Clinton at the Arava
border crossing, but Hussein

* stayed on his side of the bor-

der and did not enter Israel

during that ceremony.

* The bridge opening came
after the Jordanian parlia-
ment's upper house ratified
the peace treaty despite oppo-
sition by some legislators nor-
mally loyal to the throne.

Inter-national

. music was’ played including

The Baily Star 5

Thirty-three of 40 mernbers
voted in favour of the treaty
Wednesday.. One member quit
the session in protest, and six
lawmakers were absent.

King Hussein issued a royal

decree endorsing the treaty
and making it law, lsrael's par-
liament. gave eoverwhelming
approval to the treaty last
month. |
were placed at the
entrance to the Sheikh Hu-
ssein Bridgé along with a
black-and-white sign in Heb-
rew, English and Arabic gree-

ted Cabinet ministers, journa-

lists and guests with the
words: "Blessed be the peace-
makers.” = 3

Over a loud speaker, peace

Hebrew song 'He Shall Make
Peace.’ "
About 100 blue-and-white
Israell flags fluttered in the
breeze at the lsraeli terminal
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Once bitter fnem former first lady Imelda Marcos (L) sings a

-------

et

duet with former army colonel

Gregoria Honasan (R) during a press night at the National Press CIu!: in Manila on
Wednesday. Honasan was one of the key figures in the civilian-backed military revolt that

ousted the late president Ferdinand Marcos from power in 1986.

— AFP photo

BERLIN, Nov L{¥ The fifih
anniversary of the Berlin Wall's
fall was marred by clashes be-
tween police and leftists, who
threw eggs and paint bombs at
the mayor Wednesday as he

reopened a bridge linking east
and west, reports AP. A

Angry at the additional traf-
fic the bridge will bring, the
demonstrators shouted down
Mayor Eberhard Diepgen as he
cut a ribbon across the
Oberbaum Bridge protected by
shield-toting police.

A green paint bomb hit
Diepgen's shoulder. Some of
the 900 police deployed at the
bridge arrested at least 20
protesters, and clubbed and
arrested at least a dozen
-others when they tried to en-

ter the bridge Wednesday .

night. -

The: ceremomy was planmed

to symbolise the building of

bridges among Germans, but
residents of the western Kre-
uzberg and eastern Fried-

- richshain districts were angry

that a subway line won't cross
the bridge until 1996.

"The opening of the bridge
for auto traffic will destroy the
quality of life here.,” <com-
plained Martin Paessler, an
east Berliner. . .

There was no official cele-
bration of the 1989 fall of the
wall. Signs of the wall are now
hard to find in Berlin, where
city authorities have done little
to mark the old east-west
boundaries.

Fewer than a dozen people
attended a wreath-laying cer-
emony Wednesday morning
outside the Reichstag parlia-
ment building memorialising

apologises to

penhagen authorities apolo-
gised yesterday to a girl barred
from working at a social eentre
for wéaring an' [slamic head-
scarf, s Reuter.

In a case that has added to a
natipnal debate about religious
headwear. the genire turned
away trainee worker Radia
Boujida. a 16-year-old Muslim
who speaks fluent Danish. It
said her headscarf would be of-
‘fensive to pensioners. .

“It was wrong of the centre
‘to demand that the girl re-
move her headscarf 1 have ol
fered her a trainee job in my
office in the town hall instead.”

. said the head of the city's
Social Affairs Department.

ISLAMABAD, Nov 10: The
United Nations said Thursday
it needs 106 milllon dollar in
emergency aid for Alghanistan.
but coneeded there's no guar-
antee that food and medicine
will be allowed to reach the

war-torn capital of Kabul, re-

ports AP,

After 15 years ol war,
Afghanistan's humanitarian
orisis is growing ever more
desperaté and the onset of
winter will make life even
more miserable in the central
Asian nation.

"The Afghan people are
very, very tired of war. '
Sotirios Mousouris, the UN co-

_Ifumaratungd 's victory an emphatic

UNDATED: It was virtually a
one-issue campaign, and when
it was over Sri Lankans co-
uldn’'t have been more clear
that theéy were fed up with civil
war, reports AP.

Hardly deterred by the as-
sassination thal nearly derailed
the election. Prime Minister
and presidential candidate
Chandrika Kumaratunga pro-
mrsed to pursue negotiations
lo end 11 years of war with
Tamil insurgents.

Her adversary. the widow of
opposition candidate Gamini
Dissanayake who was killed | |
days before Wednesday's elec-
Lon, said she would talk with
the Tamil Tigers only If the
guerillas surrendered their
weapons — virtually an imnpos
sible sondition

Ranaratunga s victory was
ar emphatic cry lorf peace

(Hlicial results Thursday

gave Kumaratunga 62 per cent
of the vote, compared with 37
per cent for Srima Dissa-
nayake.

It was the largest margin
since Sri Lanka adopted a
French-style presidential -sys-
tem In 1982, when J R Jaye-
wardene won 53 per cent of

the vote.

Numbed by the assassina-
tions of their leading peliti-
cians and generals. Sri Lan-
kans soughl no ve v for
the suicide bomb that killed
Dissanayake and 56 others at a
campaign meeting. Though the
Tigers denied responsibility,
they are widely suspected.

The returns » that
Tamils and Muslims voted
heavily for Kumaratunga. espe-
cially in the former combat

enced by

_the more than 370 Bast

Germans killed trying to flee
to the west.

About 100 people marched
with candles across the Born-
holmerstrasse Bridge, where
East Berliners stormed into
the west [ive years-ago. -

"It was such a joy. and it's a
shame now that people seem
te have forgotten that happi-
ness.” said Sylvia Prantz, 51.
“The Wall was here — you
couldn't forget jt. But now it's
gone and people have forgot-

ten."”

Polls show-a majority ol
Germans are happy with unifi-
cation, but there is little
euphoria left. Unity meant
higher taxes for west Germans
and left many east Germans
overwhelmed by their absorp-

tipn into the capitalist world.

ordinator of Afghan aid told a

ne
in::;nkluta.n. "Our wish is that
this will be the last humanitar-
jan appeal.”

Although food is available in
Kabul, the scene of the heavi-
est fighting, prices have sky-
rocketed. The war has de-
stroyed the economy and many
people are selling ofl family

possessions to buy food. Many
are , and even govern-

ment officials make only about
10 dollar to 15 dollar a month.
An estimated 5000 people
have been killed and 40.000
wounded in fighting this year.
according to the UN.

conference in neighbour-

gV Israel, Jordan open new
border crossi

on the bridge spanning the
Jordan River,

Rabin and Hussein were notl
- expected to attend the inaugu-

ration ceremony. .
Three huge black, white,
and red Jordanian flags
hung down from a rope tied to
street lamps on the Jordanian
side of the bridge.

A white banner hung across
the bridge proclaimed 'Peace,
Shalom, Salaam.' in black let-
ters. : '

- Shiekh Hussein Bridge is
the fourth lIsraeli-Jordanian
crossing, The Allenby Bridge
links the West Bank and the
PLO-run Jericho aréa with
Jordan while the Arava cross-
ing opened in August serves as
a' tie between the southern
Israeli town of Eilat with the
Agaba port in Jordan.

‘The Adam Bridge in the
Jordan Valley is for commer-
cial traffic only..

[taly scraps
tax break
for MPs

ROME, Nov 10: Members of

Italy's parliament, seeking a
clean image after nationwide
corruption scandals. voted on
Wednesday to scrap their most
envied privilege: The
break, reports Reuter.

* THe chamber of deputies
(lower house] voted over-
whelmingly in favour of a pro-
vision ebliging members of the
national and European parlia-

ments, members of the consti-

tutional court and local gov-
ernment officials to pay taxes
on their entire income.

They had previously paid
taxes on 82 per cent of in-
LOomeE.

. Some members of the par-
liament, most of whose mem-
.bers were .elected for the first
time last March on a wave of
popular disgust at scandal
stained traditional parties, said
the measure was an obvious at-

_(: lashes marBer]jn Wall,_ “ten]pl to placate an unhappy
anniversary: 20 held

electorate.

Chinese jailed
for leaking
state secrets

BELJING, Noy 10: An official
of the State Council, China's
cabinet, has been sentenced to
three years in prison for leak-
ing state secrets to a journal-
ist, Chinese sources said today,
reports Reuter.

The sources said the Beijing
Intermediate People's Court
sentenced Yu Meisun, 41.
formerly a director of the State
Council General Office, in early

August. They quoted an official
document on the case.

"We have records of such a
case,” said a court spokes-
woman but she declined to
provide more details.

“The Beijing Intermediate
Peoplc's‘ﬂnur’t senitenced Yu
Meisun to three years on
charges of leaking important
state secrets,” one source
quoted the dbcument as say-

ing.

Zhirinovsky
criticises UN

UNITED NATIONS, Nov_10:
Russian nationalist and politi-

cian Vladimir Zhirinovsky bre-
ezed. into the United Nations

- on Wednesday and said it was a

better place 15 or 20 years
ago, reports Reuter.

He also denied he had ever
been a KGB agent — although
he would have liked to have
been one or that he was either
anti-Semitic or half Jewish

But he said he would be happy -

lo amorace a Jewish parent if
one could be found for him.

"1 must say that [ don't par-
ticularly like the policy pur-
sued in the United Nations in
recent years. That policy was
more positive in it conse-
quences |5 to 20 years ago,”
he told a news conference of

the UN Ceorrespondents Asso-
clation.

zones of eastern Sri Lanka
where civilians have been bwu-
talised by both sides.

in Batticalea. an ethnically
mixed town on the east coast.
she won 10 votes to one. In
Vavunia, the Tami#l-dominated
town chosest to the northern
front line, her margin was 8- |

- But she also swept tradi-
tional strongholds of the
United National Party (UNP),
which has bedome identified "
with the hardline Sinhalese
majority that is heavily influ

the conservative
Buddhist clergn

The unequivocal victory

consolidated Kumaratunga's
hold on power, after' she led.
the People's Alllance (PA) to
viciory in parliamentary eleg

tons last August, ending 17

years of rule by the UNP
Despite voter fatigue, some

analysts believe Wednesday's -

landslide may prompt the

president -elect to call another
parliamentary electian to

broaden her narrow base and
give her the two-thirds major-
ity she needs for constitulional

" changes. ,
For a decade. this small tea-

growing island was plunged
inte chaos as the Tamils, who

are |B per cemnt of the popula
tien, sought to redress dis-
crimination. Sinhalese gov
ernments progressively ban
ned the Tamil language and
denled Tamils government

Joba

Tamil terrorists rampaged
across the coumtryside, slaugh
lering Sinhalese and Mushlim

tax
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'Indian police kill 11
Sikhs for rewards'

NEW DELHI. Nov 10: An
elite commando has alleged in
court that police in the Indian
state of Punjab killed 11 sus-
pected Sikh militants. in cold
blood to earn cash rewards and
promotions. a newspaper re-
ported on Thursday, says AFP.

Satwant Singh Manak. a
member of the "Blackcat"’ com-
mando force, urged the state
High Court in the Punjab ca-
pital of Chandigarh on Wed-
nesday to punish the officers
responsible for the alleged
killings. The Tribune said.

Police in the northern state
have been frequently accused
by human rights groups of
murdering suspected Sikh
separatists {n staged gunbat-
tles. butl it was the first in-
stance of an officer publicly

corroborating such accusa-

tions.

Manak named the 11 sus-
pecis who, he said, were killed
in his presence by police after
being tortured both "physically
and mentally.” i

"Some of the bodies were
cremated without following le-
gal formalities.” The Tribune
gquoted him as saying in a peti-
tion to the court.

[ "The police officers re
sorted to this modus operandi
to earmm cash awards and out-of-
turn promotions.” he alleged.

- adding that he was helpless to

stop the killings because
"everything was being done at
the behest of his superiors.”

Counsel for Manak urged
the court to order the Central
Bureau of Investigation or a
sitting judge te probe the
killings, arrest guilty officers
and compensate the families of
the victims.

They also requested secu
rity cover f{or the petitioner
saying he feared for his life.

Judges R P Sethi and Sat
Pal issued notices to the state
government and the police
deparimend to respond to the
allegations, The Tribune said

Off the Record

Charles —model of modern king ?

- LONDON: Prince Charles is the very model of a modern
king, his biographer said on Wednesday — adulterous
escapades notwithstanding. reports AP,

"He has a degree of commitment to this nation that is
quite remarkable.” Jonathan Dimbleby said of Charles. "He has
flaws of eharacter and personality: But 1 would say with abso-

lute’ eonviction that when the
time comes (for him to be
king). God bless Charles [1.”

Dimbleby has come under
fire in the British media for
revealing in -his biography.
"The Prince of Wales." that
Charles has maintained a
long-term extramarital affair
with a married woman, and

that he. went into his
. marriage with Princess Diana
not loving her.

Some cnmmcﬁtatnrs have
suggested, that Charles give

up his ambitions to the
throne because of the
revelations.

But the prince — who

opened up his private papers
to Dimbleby — is said by aides
to stand by the biography as
fair and accurate.

Dimbleby. speaking at a literary luncheon, said that his
620-page book goes beyond the gossip to argue for Charles as

king.

“He says he is a very ordinary man in a very extraordinary
role." Dimbleby said. "I think he is a very unqsual and
extragrdinary man in an exceptionally difficult role.

. . : r »
Girl saerificed for aunt's marriag 4

NEW DELHI: An Indian woman strangled her seven-year
old granddaughter after a Hindu shaman said her mentally

retarded- daughter would only get’ married if she made a
human sacrifice, police said on Wednesday. reports AFF

Bh

agwanti, 85. was arrested after killing her grandchild

Deepika and setting her body afloat on the Yamuna River on
Monday. police said. She told police that a local "tantric’ — a

Hindu

priesf dabbling in sorcery — had told her a human

sacrifice would guarantee the marriage of her 28-year-old

daughter.

The mother of the victim. who

lived with Bhagwantl and

her extended family in a Delhi shantytown near the river was
not on good terms with her, police said.

. Because she was a vampire ...

AKRON. Ohio: A man who told pelice he beat his mother (0

death and cut out her organs because she was a vampire
devil” has been arrested on a charge ol aggravated murder

reports AP.

Henry M Heepe, 50, was found lyving face down in bed
Monday night next to pieces of his mother's corpse as some
of her body parts bubbled in a pot on the stove. Capt. Paul

Callahan said.
Heepe

is achsf.:d of beating his mother to death, stabbing

her repeatedly, then removing her organs and possibly eating
" some of them. Police sald their search of the house did not

locate all her organs.

"l killed my mother.,” Heepe said. according to a poiice
report. “She was a vampire devil. | cut out both of her hearts

It took her five hours to die.”

Police found 77-year-old Barbara Heepe dead in a bedroom
of the house she shared with her son afier getting a call from
a neighbour who had been unable to reach her

Heepe remained hospitalised for treatment of his diabeles
Wednesday morning, police sald.

$ 30,900 tip for taxi driver!

TOKYO: A baffled Tokyo taxi driver received three million
yen (30,900 dollars) for a ride of a ft_-w city blocks, police said

on Wednesday. reports Reuter

The passenger, a man aged about -40. paid the 1.600 ven
(16 80dollars) fare on the meter. asked for a receipt and then
placed three million yen in old 10,000-yen bills next to the

driver as he got out of the taxi.

He muttered some words which the driver could not
caich. and walked away while the driver was still {rying to

gather the notes together.

The driver took the money to a Tokyo police station after

the

cr?y for peace

villagers. The govermment re
sponded with equal brutality,
arbitrarily arresting Tamils and
summarily executing them. At
least 34 000 people have died.

For most of those years, the
economy was in shambles. The
government deyoted 20 per
cent of {ts budget to built an
army lo mialch one of the
wgl‘s most ruthless, most
dedicated and best trained
guerilla forces.

In the last two years, the
army regained control over
most of the east and confined
the Tigers to a stronghold in
the Jaffna Peninsula on the far
north, °

Market-friendly policies
brought foreign invesiment, a
hbooming stock market and an
annual growth rate of more
than 5 per cent — a measure of
prosperity that Stri Lankans
wanlt te consolidate with
peace

jdent occurred on Sunday. a police spokesman said.

Rwanda to try
war criminals

LINITED NATIONS. Nov 10
Rwanda will hold its own trals
of accused war criminals In
addition to the international
tribunal sanctioned by the
Security Council. Rwanda's UIN
ambassador said on Wed
nesday, reports AP.

Ambassador Manzi Baku
ramuta said that the in
ternational tribunal was insul
ficterit to try the large number
of suspects. which he esu
mated at 30.000.

"What my government is
going to do is not to sit down
and wait for it.” Bakuramuta
told reporters. "My govern
ment s going to organise its
own tribunal.”

He said that the UN tribunal
could concentrate on those ac
cused of genocide, most ol
whom are outside Rwanda. and
the government would try sus
pects charged with Ilesser
crimes.




