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Pressure Mounts

We heave a sigh of relief that nobody died in
the clashes yesterday. But our relief ends there,
and a serious concern for our political future
takes its place. Yesterday's political action by the
combined opposition marks a serious escalation
of their pressure against the government to ac-

cede to the demand for a caretaker government
to supervise the next elections. For the moment
Sir Ninian facilitated' dialogue takes a back seat,

and street agitation becomes the focal point of
__uucal action. That fact notwithstanding. we
underscore the importance of the dialogue, and
stress that the talks must be brought back on
tracks and an amicable solution found.

In the streets of Dhaka yesterday, the political
course that the two opposing groups will follow in
the immediate future, became amply clear. The
opposition will for more and more street ac-
tion, — note the calls for two days strike on
Saturday and Sunday next — and the party
and its government will mobilize more more
the state apparatus to counter it. Are we then
back to Nevember-December days of 19907 We
hope that all are aware of the qualitative differ-
ence between then and now.

In terms of democratic governance we would
like to raise a fundamental issue. We think that
in a democratic system, the opposition has a
right to demonstrate in front of the Prime
Minister's office. We constantly see pictures on
CNN and BBC of numerous demonstrations beln%
held every month in front of the White House, 1
Downing Street, Elysee Palace, etc. We seriously
question the logic of the BNP government's ac-
tion to cordon off large parts of the city area
whenever the opposition announces a pro-
gramme of demonstration in front.of important
government offices. We all remember the scene
in front of the secretariat that led to violent and
repressive action by the police. What would have
happened if the opposition was allowed to sit-in
in front of the PM's office? This occurs in other
democracies all the time.

We are afraid that both sides' are hardening

their attitudes, and are diFgln in , in their re-
spective positians, precisely when they need to
move from their current positions. This they

must do tor thie sake ot the country and for that of
democracy. Will our leaders smprl!:;r a momernit to
ask themselves, how is all this benefitting the
hungry and the poverty stricken multitude?”

Prowling Death Machines

This is what we have been long suspecting.
More than half of all motor vehicles in operation
in the land do not have fitness certificates.
Without these certificates, these are not entitled
to be on the roads. But tens of thousands of such
unauthorised vehicles are plying the roads of the
country to the great peril of the nation. We have
for long been cautioning the government against
this — but we had no proof. The government was
never keen to tally the three kinds of figures and
act on the finding. One: the total number of vehi-
cles imported; two: the number of vehicles regis-
tered and paying regular taxes; and three: the
number of vehicles having valid up-to-date road-
worthiness certificate. No official figures ever
came out giving the differences between the
three. It is through direct experience that we
maintained that most ol the vehicles specially on
the Dhaka roads were not roadworthy — it is so
easy to see that. Now the head of the organisation
of importers of reconditioned vehicles has said
on Tuesday that his -set-up has gone into the
question with a survey which has given a 60 per
cent figure for the reealcitrant vehicles.

As every motor vehicle is a very potential killer
and also as everyone of these cost the nation a pot
of money in foreign exchange. there has to be a
tab on every piece of these contraptions. Very
evidently government has failed very badly in this
respect — and a very patent failure of] governance
it is. Imagine tens of thousands of mbving death
machines let loose on the prowl for unsuspecting
victims — and all the wgile emitting noxious
fumes and denting seriously the sustainability
our society and its physical support system!

On the point of pollution two very important

oints have been made by Mr Abdul Haq, the
eader of the importers of reconditioned vehicles.
The 1990 law providing for a fine of Tk 200 for
emitting black smoke must needs be updated to
make the fine effectively inhibitive or even to
provide for jail terms. The second point is equally

ood. Bangladesh should ban import of vehicles
aving no anti-pollution device. To this we add
that the government also disallow the import of
leaded petroleum. The vehicles are indeed a test
of governance. Our society wants'very badly that
government believe this.

What 's Happening to Them?

Can a grisly murder be beaten in cruelty. by a
ﬁishtr one? How can two infinitely cruel events

compared — after all two infinities cannot be
unequal. The second point of puzzlement over the
Pinku murder case relates to the nature of anger.
Recently a jilted lover's anger caused him to
torch the dormitory where his beloved stayed, in
a Chinese township, — and 12 resident girls died
in the fire. The man was a doctor and had to wait
and look for ways to avenge his rejection. Can
anger last that long? The Pinku case, enacted re-
cently in Mirpur and a Manikganj village, poses
the question for the umpteenth time. :
Alauddin Khan alias Dipu is in custody on

cHarge of murdering his yuung first cousin Pinku.

Dipu who has just passed very creditably has
confessed to crime which can shame both the
Isha murder and the Chinese dormitory fire

deaths in perversity and crinrinality. In the re-
sults published of Dipu's SSC performance, his
name came out wrohg. He requested Pinku's fa-
ther who was his own uncle and worked for the
education board, to get the name corrected. The
uncle demanded Tk 600 for the job. Angered,
Dilpu looKed for a way, any way to teach his uncle
a lesson. Accﬂrdm%ly. days later he took his nine-

ear old cousin from the latter's playfield to

anlkl.gan . The little Pinku had no to sus-
pect, for he was being taken te his aunt's house
near that town. Dipu bought a gamchha and bor-
rowed chadar from a friend. With these he stran-

ﬁulated Pinku and threw the body into the

One can understand a farmer butchering his

gtd for offeri
day’s toil. Anger, as tempo insanity, can
be understood to be in operation there. Buttywhat
mental shape was Dipu in when p
hurt back his uncle and executing it with so
much cool and thoroughness? What is happening

to our young people?
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RADITIONALLY.,  jute
has been grown for its
fibre and the stemn. Jute
stick, as the hy-product. is an
important source of fuel for
cooking In the lowlying
Noodplains of Bengal. While
using the entlire green jute
plant for manufacture of pulp.
the jute growing areas, lacking
in an alternative source of fuel,
may face a wsevere crisis
However, large scale use of
green ‘jute plant has not yel
started, but given the vigorous
encouragement by the
government. the fuel crisis
might be imminent,
| do not wish (o raise an
undue alarm, but no one seems
to have taken into account the
important role ol jute for cook-
ing. on a daily basis. by poor
villagers. The total bio-méss
and its various uses should be
the concern of a thorough-go-
ing analysis based on field in-
vestigation before deciding on
the large-scale, alternative use
of jute. If the entire jute plant
is consumed by the paper in-
dustry then where and how
the poor rural households
would get their cooking fuel
for their daily rice? It is in-
credible but true that no one
has officially thought about it.
We must not forget that less
than 5 per cent of the house-
holds of the country enjoy the
constant access to a vital na-
tional resource — gas. In fact,
scarcity of wood and farm by-
products used as fuel for cook-
ing has already reached_crisis
proportions in certain parts of
the low-lying floodplains. As a
resull. cow-dung is largely di-
verted from its more impor-
tant use as manure — affecting
soil fertility. Thana level case
studies indicate that women
and children from poor rural
households spend an ircreas-
ing propertion of their time
scavenging for fuel wood; and
children are forced to abstain
themselves from schools.
Shortage of jute sticks would
considerably heighten the ex-

Will there be a Come-back for Jute?

Is jute pulp the golden means of revival? The interested reader may please note that there has not been

enthusiasm from the agriculture lobby in this respect. Whyeﬂ?

ng.
Should jute plant become

an important source of pulp
matertal and the basis for a
significant expansion of the
pulp and paper industry, then
its price must also remain

competitive. Will it be possible
to ensure a fair return to the

s of jute and yet manu-
Eﬂ?\w:m&plndnlluum
international market price? |
doubt it — since bamboo or
wood, the alternative raw ma-
terials. are obtained from
forests and their prices have
no immediate welfare implica-

tions: while. price of jute

would aflect millions ol -
ers. The traditional jute .

when sold. Includes a great
deal of added value through
the process of extracting the
fibre from the plant and lis
subsequent cleaning and dry-
ing ete.. involving use of a lot
of labour — abundantly available
in the jute growing areas
Prices received by farmers
when green jute plants are
sold would be mych less com-
pared to jute fibre in addition
to considerable loss of em-
ployment in the immediate
post harvest period.

Therefore, why farmers
should grow jute to supply to
pulp factories? Instead, why
shouldn't we concentrate on
producing bamboo and wood in
forests? After all, these are the
iraditional ingredients for
manufacturing pulp. One may,
however, argue that forest re-
sources should be preserved
for other users and sustainable
yield, while, the objective of
the recent jute-pulp venture
has been to identify an alterna-
tive use of jute on a fairly large
scale, so that our jute economy
can stage a recovery and
comeback.

As a result, will there be a

come-back for jute? Is jute
pulp the goldén means of re-
vival? The interested reader
may please note that there has
, not been much enthustiasm
from the agrictlture lobby in
this respect. Why not? | can
assure the readers that the
scientists in the research sta-
tions and other technical ex-

perts in the Department of

Agriculture are fully aware of
the consequences and they are
perhaps concerned at the new
found enthusiasm, There are
many issues to be considered
before jumping up and down
with loud cheers.

Two Sides of the Same

Coin
Basically, jute agriculture
and jute industry are two sides
of the same coin and we have
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terms of energy required as
well as cosily chemicals used
in the process Hence. inspite
of the best of intentions of the
government, an attractive
price " connot be paid to the
farmers for the green jute.
when cultivated primarily for
its fibre. It is also necessary to
mention that the quantity of
jute-pulp that can be mamufac-
tured from an acre of land un

der jute would tend to be
much less than wood — or
bambeo-pulp from an acre of
woodjot or bamboo plantation,
simply because trees and bam-
boos grow tall. much too
much, compared to jute
Therefore, if you ask any pulp
manufacturer. the preference
would always be for wood first.
bambeoo second and jute last.

The sugarcane waste. bagasse.
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te consider both sides to-
gether. First, jute varieties in
our country have been selected
on the basis of quantity and
quality of fibres. As a pulp ma-
terial, fibre is of no concern
and it is the total pulpable
material including jute sticks
which would be consumed by
the pulp digestor. Hence pér-
haps mesta which produce the
most inferior variety of fibre
would be the best to cultivate
in order to produce the maxi-
mum quantity of pulp ingredi-
ent per unit of land. A fair re-
turn to farmers tan perhaps be
maintained, while competitive
manufacturing of pulp might
also be feasible.

Pulp manufacturing is, how-
ever. an expensive business in

is used since its price is zero
and the cost is transport only
There is no wild jute growing
in our backyards, How can it
compete with anything that
grows abundantly in the wild
or is a waste product like ba-
gasse which would be burned
otherwise.

Subject to further investiga-
tion, the best way to manufac-
ture jute pulp would be to en-
courage cultivation of mesta,
whose yield is much higher
than jute, in the marginal
lands where nothing else can
be grown during the rainy sea-
son. In char lands adjoining
big rivers where the soll is
very sandy and floods come
early. mesta or kenaf of high
yield varieties tolerate flooding

upto a certain limit: and since
something is better than noth-
ing. such kenaf and mesta can
be cultivated for the benefin of
particularly peor char land
farmers and suppilied to pulp
factories set up nearby in
order to minimize the cost of
iransportation. Adjoining the
river Jamuna. such char lands
are abundantly available in the
districts of Rangpur. Pabna.
Tangail etc.., where [reguent
failures of the rice crop due io
early floods olten create
famine-like conditions Uf not
famine itsell) due to incapacity
of the people (o buy food.
Possibilities of mesta/kenaf as
a regular cash crop would gen-
erate the essential purchasing
power to survive the lean
months of food scarcity. Such
pulp factories would constitute
not only manufacturing devel-

opment but a basic poverty al-

leviation programme.- In fact

such pulp factories could be
the basis of manufacturing
many types of paper and paper
products creating additional
employment opportunities for
the flood-prone. poor. rural
communities.

" Significant Welfare
Implications

Jute pulp development has
many significant welfare impli-
cations which have not yet
been identified by the Planning
Commission. However, it can-
not be the basis for revival of
our jute economy which must
be sought from expanding the
use of products made out of
jute fibre — not the whole
plant. Yet in other respect, as
detailed above, jute pulp indus-
try ought to be developed for
Lthe ;purpose of enabling the
extremely poor farmers in
lood prone areas — a new-

found source of cash returmns.
Therefore. there is

to be restored. Given the en-
hanced environmental aware-
ness all over the world, par-
ticularty after the UN confer-
ence on envitonment and de-
velopment in 1992, it ap-
peared that use of jute bags as
an environment friendly bio-
degradable product cam be
promoted. Unfortunately, re-
cycling of plastic bags and use
of blﬂlf(hllldlhk plastic have
again shunted jute bags into
the background However, |
still think fancy, colourful and
reusable shopping bags — for
exampie, jor super-market use
— might have a bright future
provided the right product is
manufactured and the right
marketing genjus came for-
ward to do the needful. But
where is that genius? Nobody
is aware of the timeframe for
the purpose.

Let us therefore be realistic
and consider traditional jute
weaving to be a sunset indus-
try. Perhaps the existing ca-
pacity might be fully utilized
through an increase in domes-
tic demand — taking up the
siack in exports. if only jute
hags are allowed to be utilized,
then the combined domestic
production of 50 millon tons
of grains, cement, fertilizer
and animal feed would require
half a million tons of jute goods
which is the present capacity
of our jute manufacturing in-

An expanding jute industry
is out of question. On the other

hand. jute or mesta pulp has a
future and fer the benefit of
those who are the poorest of
the poor in Bangladesh.
Perhaps there is no come-
back for jute. Yet there is a
bright ray of hope from a dif-
ferent direction. .

isting scarcity of fuel for cook-

HE tall Commmunist-era
T statue in the main squ-

are of Khorog, a little
town deep in the Pamir
Mountains of eastern
Tajikistan, rears up against a
spectacular backdrop of
reddish mountains.

Lenin’'s right hand reaches
out as if to grasp the soaring
crags which dominate every-
thing in this remote corner of
the former Soviet Union.

His stalue remains standing
three vears after the collapse
of the Soviet Union of the
troubled Central Asian republic
of Tajikistan as the local
Pamiri people wistfully re-
member the many benefits the

Russians and Soviet state
“brought them while shudder-

ing at the present state of
their now InJ’ land.
The withdrawal Moscow’

strong hand has left a host of

economic and political prob-

lems. with no solution in sight.

Bul while the Soviet Union has
vanished. the Russians — far
from leaving — are becoming
ever more deeply involved in
Tajikistan. the most chaotic of
the five ex-Soviet Central Asian
slales.

The Pamir mountains are a
of ranges where the
Himalayas meet the Tien Shan
range and the Hindu Kush.
With the highest peaks passing
seven thousand metres, the
area has been called the 'Roofl
of the World'.

In the 19th century, the
Pamirs were one of the playing
fields of the Great Game, when
Russian and British agents and
explorers vied for imperial in-
fluence in Central Asia.

Today.. Moscow's military’
men say Tajikistan is the last
bastion guarding Central Asia.
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NGOs and local
| culture '

Sir. It may appear odd to
fjuotc Newton's third law of
motion to Ms Ayesha Khanam,
the general secretary of Mahila
Parishad. "The shalish is di-

the progressive march of
women in our cduntry.” she
was quoted as saying
October 22nd issue of, the
Economist magazine.

Three cases of shalishi
punishment fatally adminis-
tered to women aged between
14 and 21 were reported in
the magazine. The cause ol
these incidents has been at-
tributed te Lthe success of the
NGOs in empowering women:
"These programmes, as in-
tended. are helping women
acquire economic power; and
that may be exactly what wor-
ries the men on the shalish.”

The solution? Perhapsswe
should follow the Teutonic ex-
Last year, several

:‘mp]e.

urkish girls were burnt to
death by neo-Nazis there. The
girls had been living in
Germany for the last 20 vears,
and yet had not been given cit-
izenship (not that it would

have made any dilference,

| Letters for publication in these
addfessed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to’editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real

rected towards suppressing -

in the -’

- Dhalea

T'he Bear's Soft Underbelly

and ultimately Russia, not ([rom
British imperialism, but from a
tide of Islamic extremism
overflowing from ungovernable
Afghanistan.

This scenario helps to jus-
tify Russia's deepening in-
volvement in -this remote
corner of the former Soviet
empire on the edge of
Afghanistan.

in 1992, shortly after inde-
pendence, Tajikistan -was
wracked by a six-month civil
war as four regional groups
vied for power in the capital

Ex-communists from the
lowlands of western Tajikistan
finally defeated an alliance of
Islamists and self-styled
'democrats’ from the moun-

tainous east, but occasional

clashes have continued be-
tween government forces and
guerrilla fighters of the opposi-
tion. '

The guerrillas have bases in
the Pamirs and
Tajikistan, as well as in
Afghanistan, where tens of
thousands of civilians support-
ing the opposition fled in 1992
to escape government forces.
Some 25,000 Russian border
guards and peace-keeping
forces help to contain the
continuing threat from opposi-
tion guerrillas.

Khorog, capital of the Pamir
region, is the centre for the
Pamiri faction of the anii-

nishanbe opposition. The en-
tire region is largely beyond
Dushanbe’'s cdntrol and popu-
lar. feeling is strongly against
the government.
Alyoaho Ayunbokov is one

col

name, signature and

anywayi. Yet _',rqu get-a pﬂsspurt

- just like that if you can prove

the remotest German ancestry!
" "To every action there is an
equal and opposite reaction.”
says Newton's third law, so the
German government drasti-
cally limited immigration. So
far. no more Turkish girls have
been reported burnt.

The reaction to foreign
people In Germany, and to
foreign ideas ('empowerment
of women’) in Bangladesh have
both faced resistance by local
people. Will our government
follow the Teutonic example
and do ‘the logical thing,
maybe, by limiting the role of
the NGOs?

telchar Sayeed
D-5 Property Row. Tejgaon,

Encroachment on
public roads

Sir, 1 refer to the letier of
Mr Haque "Encroachment en
public roads”, published in
your esteemed daily on
October 24, and would like to
add further that Babar Road of
Mohammadpur has become
[ree for encroachment by all
including even the residents of
Geneva Camp and others for all

‘central .

be

Russia makes a stand in Tajikistan, the
most troubled among the five ex-Soviet
Central Asian republics. Ian McWilliam
reports for Inter Press Service from Khorog,

Tajikistan.

&

commander of the Pamir re-
gion's self-declared Self-
Delence Forces, based in
Khorog. Though not opposed
lo the Russians' presence in
Tajikistan, he says they make
the situation worse by assisting
the government. But Dushanbe
is the real enemy.

"~ "We don't want to control
* Dushanbe,” says Ayunbokov.
"We only want to remowve that
government of murderers and
criminals."

The Muslim Pamiris mostly
belong to the liberal Ishmaili
secl and they strongly object
to being labeled "fundame-
ntalists” by Dushanbe and the
Russian media. Valentina
Tkachova, who is Russian,
came to Khorog and married a
Pamiri. '

"My husband is'a Muslim
and I'm a Christian,” she says
emphatically, showing the lit-
tle silver cross she wears
around her neck. "In 40 years
we never argued about this.
There is one God.”

Almost no Jfood reaches
Khorog from - western
Tajikistan because of the polit-
ical rupture between Khorog
and Dushanbe and the insecu-
rity of the single road between
the two. Food shops in th
I"amir region are bare. ‘

-~ 5ince December 1992,
massive quantities of food aid
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purposes. Thev uare using'Lhis
road as their latrine, shops,

football field, workshops, park-

ing place and what not. Even a
conscious citizen. a medical
practitioner, is doing private
practice. The whole road is
used for parking vehicles of
the crowding patients in the
evening, thus invariably creat-
ing a traffic jam at the en-
Itrance of the main road.
Mr Haque is very right in
- his complaint that there is
- none to remove the nuisance
created to the inconvenience
of the public and nobocly dares
to take any legal aclions
against those responsible for
creating such nuisance. Even
the distinguished DC (Traffic)
of the Metropolitan Police lives
on the same road perhaps
without bothering to look out-
side of his proiected house.
Will the authority concerned
do something to free the poor
inhahitants of the area from
.these binding nuisances?

An Inhabitant,

. Babar Road, Dhaka

- DUTA's proposed
action?

5ir, Few weeks ago, accord-
ing to newspaper reports, the
Dhaka University Teachers
Association (DUTA) was con-
sidering to expel the Vice
Chancellor of National (Jatio)
University on the ground that
prior to starting the syndicate
meeting national anthem was
not played. .

Within a span of few days of
this report, a photo appeared
in almost all dailies showing
the Vice Chancellor of Dhaka

. youyng men waiting

sent to the region by the Aga

Khan Foundation have averted
mass starvation, particularly
during the long, cold winters.

More than 200.000 people
live in the Pamir region, in-
cluding thousands of refugees
who fled their homes in the
west of the republic during the
civil war,

During 1993, the Aga Khan
Foundation distributed free to
all those people more than
10,000 tonnes of wheat [lour,
2,500 tonnes of wheat. 500
tonnes of butter and large
quantjties of milk powder,
rice, soap and other essentials.

Theose actually involved in
fighting are usually Tajiks of
the Sunni sect from central or
western Tajikistan. rather than
the Islamic Pamiris.

" A small minority of fighters
say they are fighting for Islam,
but most are fighting simply
because they were driven from
their homes during the civil
war. Many have come io jihe
Pamirs from refugee camps in
Afghanistan.

-~ A group of six bearded
to see
Majnun, chief commander of
the Self-Defence Forces, ap-
parently belonged to the mi-

nority of fighters inspired by

religion.

"We have just come from a
camp in Pakistan- near the

University hand in hand with
students in peace procession
through the university cafmpus,
Lhe peace that did not last

even for one week as all sane
people knew it, would not.

The university syndicate
meeting is not a national level
‘occurrence participated by the
President or -the PM of the
country that national anthem .
must be played. It may have
been the practice but not nec--
essarily a good or essential one
which cannot be changed.

. National anthem is sacred in
‘the hearts of all true patriots

and should net be lightly
played. In this sense the VC of
National University has not

committed a folly if anthem
was not played at the syndicate
meeting. neither would any-
body be considered a traitor il
playing of national anthem is
desired to be stropped at the
cinema halls prior to the start-
ing of a film.

[n comparison, the Dhaka
University VC's hand in hand
procession with those students
who themselves create carnage
at the university may appear
contrary to good sense and
discipline to many.

I am not involved in poli-
tics. neither are the VCs
known to me but as an inde-
pendent and clear thinking ci-
tizen it appears to me that po-
litically motivated
educationists are out to
destroy, whatever little system
has been left behind by the
politicians after they have
made political slaughtering of
the education system.

S Ahmed
Banani, Dhaka

Afghan border,” said one man.
"It took us six weeks to return
here through Kabul and over
the mountains.”

"We studied the HKoran
there. and got military train-
ing.” said another. "Now we
will go to fight jihad".

But Majnun is impatient
with any talk of religion. He
says flatly, "Nobody wants an
Islamic government.” They just
tell the Afghans that to get
their arms and help. *

Russian spldiers in
Tajikistan say otherwise. Major
Vasili Likholyot works for the
Tajik ister of Defence, de-
spite the fact that his pay is
one-séventh that of his col-
leagues working for the
Russian armed forces.

"We are military people and
we should stay here to keep
the lundamentalist forces un-
der control.” he says.

The task of the former
Soviet military in Tajikistan,
he feels, is to help the republic
regain stability.

Says Likholyet : "We don't
work specifically for the cur-
rent governmeni but for the

- 1979,

people and the country. | am
very proud of the Soviet Union
and | feel | still belong to it.
it's all the same to me whether
it is a democratic or a com-
munist regime. What's impor-
tant is that people should be
happy.”

Today. Tajikistan is Mosc-
ow's  chiel commitment in
Central Asia. Russia's presence
has served to contain the
political troubles, but the mili-
tary presence Is drawing
Russia deeper into economic
and political commitments as
well,

Tajikistan is the only
Central Asian republic still us-
ing the Russian rouble as its
official currency, and Moscow
has supplied at least 180 bil-
lion roubles this year to 'pay
salaries and pensions in the
republic. Russia has also paid
dearly on the war front. About
40 Russian soldiers were
killed in Tajikistan ¢uring
1993. ~ .

The last thing Moscow
wants is another guagmire like
its costly military intervention
in Afghanistan, which lasted
nine yedrs, beginning with the
Soviet invasion in December
But already many

Russians are calling Tajikistan
the Secend Afghanistan.

OPINION

A few weeks back. | was
coiming from Topkhana Road
aren towards Ramna Park. It
was around 12 noon. the usual
rush hour during week davs.
The usual traffic, cars, buses,
auto-rickshaws and rickshaws
were moving at their maxi-
mum possible speed, which
again is the usual norm in
Dhaka, blaring horns and com-
peting with each other like

‘suicidal maniacs to overitake

the other without slightest
safety concern. Just in {ront of
the Supreme Court/Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. a car coming
[rom the Ramna Park direction
took a U turn from the right
lane towards the Supreme
Court enirance gaie. As | said.
it was rush hour and there was

unending stream of .traffic

coming [romn tHe opposite=di-
rection as well, the car driver
did not give a damn about the
vehicles coming from the

other direction. One auto rick--

shaw plying at full speed could
not control itself and crashed
into the U-turning car. Again
there was the usual scene,

broken glasses, upturned vehi- -

cles. blood on the road etc etc.

Now about this accident, no
body was at fault legally. The
car «driver should not have
taken that U turn bul then it is
legally permitted. The auto-
rickshaw driver was within his
legally admissible speed limit
since there is no speed limit
display/signboard on that road.
Strangely enough. there is no
restriction in taking U turn
anywhere any time any place.
Perhaps in no other country in
the world (with the possible
exception of Rwanda and
Burundi) such traffic norm ex-
ists. To a conscious citizen.
particularly if one has lived for
some time in a decent,
civilised society, it would ap-
pear to be incredibly unbeliev-
able that our traffic law per-
mits such things The accident
was the result of such (weird)
law or should | say absence of
it (law). Sometimes it appears
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to e that our traffic authori-
ties are either oblivious of the
need for updating their traffic
regulations or simply give a
damn about loss of life and
property caused by such acci-
dents.: But isn't it high time
our authorities considered to
introduce appropriate traffic
regulations?

. Talking aboul traffic and
driving hazard in this lawless
city. it is amazing to see Lhem
driving at break-neck: speed,
overtaking at road curves and
bends, speeding through the
right lane, and the police ob-
serving all this without batting
an eye lid ! | doubt whether
most of our traffic cops know
the traffic regulatll"ins them-
selves! Buses, particularly
mini-buses, stopping at traffic-
island turnings and in the
middle of the roads to pick up
passengers (also leave: imag-
ine, in the middle of the road!)
is a routine scene and is ac-
cepted as a rule. (Any wrong
thing practiced over and over
again becomes the rule). And
that's what has happened here.
So help up, God! :

1 would briefly mention an-
other aspect of Dhaka traffic.
Given the road condition, in-
termittent traffic sig-
nals, abundance of slow moving
iraffic like rickshaws and push
carts. no automobile starting
from one end of the city to-
wards the other end can gain
more than 3 minutes by driv-
ing at top nﬁ:cr_t. that calcula-
Lion is for one end to the other
end of the city. In and around
mid city and downtown. one
can expect Lo save a minute or
two by driving at top speed, So
what is the point driving at top
speed, risking life to gain a
mere minute? This is ridicu-
lous, madness and genuine lu-
naticism. By nature we are in-
tolerant peéople. We have no
care for others. We are impa-
tient and even callous. It is
time that we should try to be a
little decent, a litile humane.




