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Blasts near TSC

By DU Correspondent
Seme unidentified miscre-

ants hurled at least six hand
bombs at the TSC read cross-

.

ing at about 6:30 pm yesterday .

No one, however, was injured

and the cause of hurling bombs

could not be known Immedi-
G"a.tﬂn recovered
By Staff Correspondent

A spectal squad of Lhe
Narcotics Control Directorate.

Kurigram district recently re-
covered 4000 ganja plants,
500 grams of processed ganja
and ene bundle of dried ganja.
According to a press release
issued by the Narcotics Control
Directiorate in Dhaka. the
, led by Khushi Mohan
Deputy Director of the
sub-zone carried out
the drive on November 4 and 5
with the help of the Kurigram
district administration and po

'CU postpones
exams

CHITTAGONG. Nov 9 The
University of Chittagong today
announced the postponement
of some honeurs and master
degree examinations These
are 3rd year honours examina-

tion- 1992 (remaining papers)
m degree preliminary ex
amination- 1992 {remaining
papers|. master degree final
examination- 1991 and 2Ind
year honours examination
1993, reports BSS.

Meeting of BNP
sectt today

A meeting of the central
secretariat of BNP will be held

today at 4 pm at the party cen-

tral office in the city Secretary

General of the party Barrister
Abdus Salam Talukder has re

will feel fine to dine)
Hﬂlc!."[:hlltl
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guesied the joint secretaries

genetal and all members of the

secreiarial to attend the mes
ing o titne reports BSS

_ arel we have to

100 hurt, including political leaders

Violence marks Opposition's
sit-in programme

By Staff Correspondent

Militant demonstrators
clashed with police,. leaving
over one hundred people in-
jured, at different places in the
city during yesterday's sit-in
programme of the major oppo-
sition parties. ;

The injured include ﬂtntral
leaders of the Awami League
and the Jatlya Party. as well as
policemen.

The Awami League, the
Jatiya Party and the Jamaat-e-
Islami staged separate sit-ins
in the vicinity of the PM's sec-
retariat to press their demand
for a neutral, caretaker gov-
ernmeni for holding riaunnu-l

polls.

To foil the opposition's

periphery of the PM's Office.
The violence was triggered

plans the government, by im- , when hundreds of opposition

posing Section 144, banned all
public gatherings and proces-
sions for 24 hours commenc-
ing from Tuesday midnight.. It
also deployed strong contin-

Editorial on page 4

gents of police and BDR per-
sonnel who manned well-
guarded barricades, preventing
the demonstrators from
marching towards the desig-
nated site. As a result. all
three parties had to stage their
sit-ins at'various venues in the

activists led by their leaders
tried to break police cordons
for marching towards the PM's
office.

The Asad Gate area,
Mohakhali level-crossing,
Sonargaon Road and

Sheorapara almost turned into

- battle fields with agitated

demonstrators and police
chasing - each other f{rom

around noon till four in the

afternoon. .
The demonstrators brick-
bated Lthe police and exploded

Awami lLeague chief and Leader of the Opposition in Parliament Sheikh Hasina, flanked by

party

lmder's ﬂtam.d a sit-in on 1l1£ Bljﬂjf Sﬂrram in the t:lt;',r WE}F

— Star photo

.....................

T‘he Lit,r}r.a Party march towards Prime Hlmlt.eru secretariat was mtEr:Epted by police at

Mahakhali in the city yesterday

L]

— Star photo

. big Molotov cocktails and

home-made crackers while the

‘police used clubs, teargas and

rubber bullets.

The Old Airport Road in
front of the PM's secretariat
became a place of unprece-
dented ,security, even passers-
by being not allowed to enter.

Awami League workers agi-
tated on the Mirpur Road from
Sukrabad to Asad Gate, Bijoy
Sarani and Sheorapara. The
Jatiya Party took up position at
the Mohakhali crossing while
the Jamaat activists took con-
trol : of the streets from

See Page 12 Col 4

Opposition calls
day-long hartals
on Nov 12, 13

By Staff Correspondent

The major opposition par-.
ties. now agitating for a care-
taker government to conduct
general elections, yesterday
gave a call for a dawn-to-dusk
hartal in the capital on
-November 12 and across the
country on November 13 to
protest yesterday's police ac-
tion on opposition activists.

The Awami League. the
Jatiya Party and the Jamaat-e-
Islami announced Iidentical
programmes after their sepa-
rate sit-ins at various road
crossings on way te the Prime
Minister's secretariat after
strong police, contingents
blocked most ‘roads leading to
the PM's office.

The sit-in was organised (o

force the government to con-
cede to  the Opposition de-
. SeePage 12 Col 8

o 2DF calls
half-day

hartal today

By Staff Correspondent

The 10-party Left Demo-
cratic Front (LDF) has called a
half-day (6 am-2 pm) hartal
across the country today de-
manding a caretaker gov-
ernment to hold national elec-
tions.

The LDF's 7-point demrand
also includes resisting the
World Bank-IMF prcm:ﬂpuunu
for the national economy and
reducing the prices of essen-
tial commedities and agricul—
taral inputs.

Amal Sen and Rashed Khan
Menon, MP. president and
general secretary respectively
of the Workers' Party, a com-
ponent of the LDF, in a state-
ment last night called upon
the people to observe today's
half-day hartal.

In their statement. the WP

See Pag: 12 Col 8 -

Hasina's call to ruling party

Introduce caretaker govt

Bill on Saturday or quit

By Staff Correspondent

Leader of the Opposition
Shejkh Hasina yesterday asked
the ruling BNP to introduce a
Bill for a caretaker government
on Saturday. the day
Parliament goes into session.

"Either the BNP Introduces
the Bill by that time or it
quits.” the Awami League LAL)
chiefl told a gathering at the
Bijoy Sarani at around 3:30 pm,

All our MPs submitted
their resignation letters to me
vesterday. NoWw it is only a
matter of days before (hese
are submitied to the speak-
ers.” Hat;:a warned. "If the
BNFP intrgduces the bill it can
save Parff&mﬂn If not. the

BNP will be unseated.”

Hasina, in two separate but
similar speeches in the capital
vestierday, said."We wanted to
solve the Problems through
discussions, but the BNP is re-
sorting to repression amndd co-
ercion.”

In her first speech at the
Bijoy Sarani crossing at around
2 pm. Hasina said, "We have
given the outlines of a care-
taker gowvernment.The gov-
ernment side tracked the
main agenda and proposed to
us o form a 10 member in-
terim government which will
comprise MPs froun both the

See Paﬂe 12 Col 3

Police attack on Moudud condemned -

Govt pushmg country toward
confrontation, says JP

The Jatiya Party condem-
ned the police attack’ on its
leader Moudud Ahmed, Bar at
Law, during yesterday's sit-in
demonstration at Mohakhali
apd announced protest pro-
grammes Including, hartal on
November 12 and 13, reports
LUUNB

The JP will enforce a dawn-
to-dusk hartal in the city on
November 12 and countrywide
on November 13 In protest
against the police action and
also to press the Opposition
demand for a caretaker gov
ernment, announced acting
Chairman of the party Mizanur
Rahman Chowdhury at a preas
conference at his Gulshan res
idence after the demonstra-

L.

They will bring out a pro-
cession in the city today to
protest the police action and
to drum up support to their
demands, the JP leader said.

He claimed that more than
100 workers of his party were
injured in police beating and
25 arrested.

Moudud was injured seri-
ously when police rubber
bullets at about 3 pm, Mizan

Chowdhury told newsmen.
Mizan Chowdhury said the

‘indecision’ of the government

was pushing the country to-

wards confrontation and the

government would be blamed

for ail the bad consequences. ~
See the 12 Col 8
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Export target likely to
be slashed by 11 pc

By S Y Bakht

The government is planning
to downsize the 1994-95 ex-
port target by 11.43 per cent
due to a declining trend in
earnings from some key export
sectors, well-placed sources at
the Commerce Ministry con-
firmed yesterday.

The subject is expected to
top the agenda of the Export
Promotion Bureau's board
meeting scheduled for today.
{Chaired by Commerce Minister
M Shamsul Islam the meeting
is likely to finalise the decision
to revisa the export earning
target from 3,500 million US
dollars to 3,100 million dollars
for the current fiscal year.

The move comes

export earnings during the
first two months of the ongo-

in the
- backdrop of a sharp drop in

ing fiscal and a below-par per-
formance during 1993-94,
when earnings failed to meet
the target by as much as 12.62
per cent.

‘The declining trend is pro-
found in some major export
earning sectors including
ready-made garment (RMG]),
raw jute and tea. The only
bright spots were the frozen
foods and the knit-wear sec-
tors, both well exceeding the

‘target. .
The scaling down of the ex-
port earnings target, the

Commerce Ministry sources
said, would involve the RMG
sector, from a 2,050 million
dollar target to 1,650 million,
raw jute from 80 million dol-
lars to 70 million. and also

See Page 8 Col 1
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Discipline must
- Ly 3
in military
career: PM
CHITTAGONG, Nov 9: Pri-
me Minister Begum HKhalerla
Zia teday asked the members
of the Armed Forces 1o acquire
skills and professionalism
through ceaseless training and
efforts, reports 1JNB.
"Democracy and the peo
ple's rights have. beeu firmiy
established in the countrv afte;
a long struggle and sacrilices
Now the opportunity has come
to attain the marks of meru
and skills in our national hfe
Begum Zia said.
"There i8 no alternative 1o
honesty, discipline, unity and
" perseverance in military 4
reer,” she told officers anri
jawans of the Bangladesh Arnn
at a ceremonial parade mark
ing the presentation of Naurn
nal Flag to the 15th arnd 61

East Bengal Regiments (EHi¢
at the Chittagong Cantonme:

Huda, 2 others asked

to.explain conduct

By Staff Correspondent

Three apparently rebellious
MPs of the ruling party, in-
cluding forrner information
minister Barrister Nazmul
Huda, have been ordered to
appear before the party's
standing committee to explain
why they have made press
statements; contrary to the
party line, BNP Secretary

| General Salam Talukdar said

yesterday.

The decision was unani-
mously taikken at a meeting of
the BNF's. parliamentary party
at the S:angsad Bhaban with
party chief Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia in the
chair. Talukdar told newsmen
after the meeting at around 9

Nazynul Huda. major (retd)
Aktaruzzaman MP and Nurul

of BNP plan
By Staff Correspondent

Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sitionn in Parliament Abdus
Samad Azad yesterday met the
Commonwealth Secretary Ge-
nerial's envoy Sir Ninian Ste-
phen and officially rejected
the government proposal for a
multi-party miing cabinet, to
hold the next general elec-
tions.

Samad ﬂr.ad accompanied
by SAMS Kibria — political
acivisor to Awami League (AL)
chief Sheikh Hasina — handed
over a printed document re-
jecting the government plan,

- According to sources close
to the deputy leader, the doc-
ument, rejecting the BNP's
fdea of a multi-party cabinet,
said that such an administra-
tion would definitely . not be

impartial.
It also attempted to refute

Sec Page 12 Col 4
JS Bﬂycott writ

Hearing put off
- till Nov 17

A High Court bench yester-
day adjourned till November
17 hearing of the writ petition
regarding ehe Opposition's
boycott of Parliament, reports
BSS.

Moudud Ahmed, one of the
respondents, yesterday prayed
for four weeks' time on the
ground that the government
and tion were trying to
resolve the present political
crisis under the good offices of
an envoy of the Commonwealth
Secretariat.

The counsel of the Leader
of the Opposition Sheikh Ha-
sina Wazed and Jamaat Leader
Matiur Rahman Nizami. the
other respondents, also prayed
for time on similar ground.

The petitioners ' counsel

See Page 12 Col 7
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WASHINGTON. Nov 9. In an
electoral landslide against
President Clinton s Democratic
Party, the Republican opposi
tion took control of the US
Congress (oday. winning ma
jortties in both the House and

Senate. reporis AP
The stunning upset in Lhe
house the first Republican

victory 1here m 40 years. puls
New' Gingrich a conservative
Scritherner in line to take
over as Speaker ol the lower
charnber

T is an enormous resporn
sibility and a grest opportunity
reach out 1o
the Amnmerican people and (o
these Democrats who are will

ing to work with us. Gingrich
said, He sald he wanted to
work with Clinton, vyet also

: pledged to aggressively push

the Republican campaign plat-
form

Republicans had won 224
races for the House and were
leading in five others. The vic-
tories guaranteed themn controd
of the 435 seat House for the
first time since 1954 when
Dwight Eisenhower was presi
dent

The 52 48 Republican ma

jarity in the Senate is virtually
rertain te install Senator Bob
[ile of Kansas to the powerful

post of Senate majority leader
or speaker for the final two

years of President Clinton's
term

The double Democratic de-
feat in Congress threatened
Clintort's apility to pass health
care reform and other key leg-
islation and affects his re-elec
tion strategy for 1996, The
Republicans had courted vot
ers hy promises of lower taxes

and less government

Clinton will also have to se-
cure Republican support for
any foreign policy initiatives in
the final 'wo vears of his term

"The American people have
givenn us a majority " Dole saéd,
who Had laboured for eight
years as leader ol the Repub

lican Senate minority. "They
expect us to work with lht
president. They don't expect
us (o cut him off.” He cast the
resuits as a "vote of no
conlidence Iin the Clinton
agenda ©

“The burden of ment
i= now on them" ite House
press secretary Dee Dee Myers
sald as the scope of Demo-
cratic losses ‘became clear,
Already. the impact on the
administiration was clear, as
White House Chief of Stafl Leon
Panetta sald Clinton would
propose only “an incremental
change” in health care next
year. rather than a top-lo-

bottom overhaul opposed by

'Republicans con trol both houses of Congress

to election victortes in state
governors' races around the

country, gaining the party's

first m?!'lt]l in state capitals
since The defeat regie-

tered widespread anger and
frustration with Democratic
domnination of Washington that
failed to bring promised re-

forms

Control of the 100-seat

ﬂr’atr will enable Republicans

to,/stop anything Clinton tries
to get through Congresa. The
Senate also has the power (o
ratify or reject treaties. Each
siate elecls two senators.

Islam Moni MP made a number
of press statements recently
regarding the caretaker gov-
ernment issue which caused
embarrassment to the ruling
party. Their suggestions, di-
rectly against the party line.
benefited the opposition which
gained a lot of political points
from these 'personal com-
ments'.

All three outspoken MPs
were present at yesterday s
meeting where a resolution
was adopted asking them to
appear before the standing
commiitee.

The 15-member standing
committee is the highesj pol-
icy-making body of the party
headed by party chairperson
Khaleda Zia.

The date of the standing
committee hearing is. how-

ever, yet 9 be finalised. But
. Talukdar said it woulkd be heid
» within a couple of days.

The BNP Secretary General
See Page 12 Cnél 5

See Page B Col 1|

By Staff Correspondent

Today ts Noor Hossoun 1

Hossain, a caretre
his mid-20s sacrificed -
during a massive anti 4ulix -
demonstration in the
this day seven vears ago

Driven to desperatjo
the autocralic regime -
eral Ershad. almost the o0
nation came outl on the st
that day. seeking rov res
the autocracy with 4 ile
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