Should There be Sex Educ

 for the Young?

R vouth are told little
O heyvond a few garbled

versions of how babies
are born how (o cope with the
changes and embarrassment ol
adolescent changes and how to
goard oneself, as a ghl.

And all this is told by par-
ents in halt swallowed or
hushed tone. It is seldom in
depth, for fear of the youth
knowing too much at too early
an age and so misusing their
knowledge. Moreover, the illu-
sion of the concept of the in-
nocence of youth is needlessly
worshipped at a self-created
altar. with its shockingly de
clining followers. There is the
constant fear of so called pol-
luting the young mind.
Madittonal and natural inhibi-
tions and generation gap pre-
vent parents lrom satisfying
the youth as regards their bio
lngically unavoidable curiosity
about sex. Thus. they seek the

knowledge in boeks .and
imdagazines hidden beitween
text book volumes, stored in
their secrel shelves, niches

«11d under the paper sheets on
Lheir book shelves

Parents and even teachers
=tiier track aboutl sex and dole
oul o a routine dosage about
nave ndormation of the birds
il the bees. al the most. This
too 1 an abstract fashion and
Lhey stop when questions be.
veonne too pointed and demand
more explanations.

Tere are times, too. when
parents have occasional indis-
UTeet T’]Til;i;‘_ﬁxﬂ-f their own, when
they have little time for the
care. and training of the in-
jLifsitive young onies. There are
ilsu the ovementhusiastic and

VBT anxious manual-oriented
idlubts who overdose their
¢tildren and students. The
vouth are then overawed by the
Rombardment of information
4nd being merely precocious
dowes not make the child con-
scious of the finesse and
rssence of the values and
beauty of sex:
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The keen interest in sex
does not come on suddenly en-
tering the teens when the
voice cracks. pimples appear
on the cheeks, stubs spring on
the teenager's chin or on his
lips.or when the girl is urged
to wear the dupatia” and play
or talk less often with her co-
eds in class or her male
cousins and elder brothers.
Consciousness of sex begins at
an early age, as most adults
know by reading the books,
magazines and feature items in
newspapers. It is hence up to
the parents and teachers to
accept sex as a natural part of
the youth and to teach the
vouth to respect and (reasure
it instead of fearing or hiding
it, or even being loo conscious
about it like some ugly scar on
the face.

Adults often prevent the
vouth from adventuring and
finding out the answers lo
their questions on their own

cven though they do not guite

check their shocking fowery
phraseology — typical of gut-
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tersnipes — picked up at ran-
dom. There is no doubt, there
is a formal education and elab-
orate lectures on biology and
health science, with special
chapters on reproduction,
which the youth accost at the
age of 15 or 16, and the
brimming talk and airing of
view on women's lib, and even
surreptitious reading of "Lady
Chatterly's Lover" "Fanny Hill”
and "Tome Jones” at an early
age, yel the youth is still at sea
as regards the details and real-
ities of sex and sexuality. When
the high-school or college girl
has to face the thought of get-
ting married. sex is often re-
pellent — all because she is
untutored in sex,as is perhaps
th¢ man chosen to be her hus-
band too

Authorilies do not have to
spell out the essence of sex in
the word's of Sigmund Freud,
Havelock Ellis or Margaret
Meade. They must, however,
explain it as something pleas-.
ant, precious and an element
to be handled with precise

care. One cannot expect the
youth o learn the answers Lo
their curiosity of sex from any
nther source than the one nat-
urally and completely supplied
by parents and teachers. It is
these adults who have .enor
mous influence on the devel
opment of the #haracter, ten
dencies, likes and dislikes of

the young

The growing boys and girls.
specially during their awkward
teenaged days. should be
taught the pgentleness and
emotional needs of give and
take. Sex is not to be con
demned as pomething to be
swept under the carpet but
something to be valued and
even glorified. All this is essen-
tial, surely, to mature the
youth into adults who do not
have to take to the pot or hard
drinks or even (ranguillising
pills for support. in times of
emergencies and crirclal
points in lfe.

There are again the objec-
tionable double standards
when a boy of 14 is not dis-
couraged from having girl
friends even |If it means
cousins in their teens and
early twenties’ Meanwhile, his
sister of 16 is constantly
warned not to be seen with ev-
ery Tom, Dick or Harry and to
be ware of Romeos of all
shapes and sizes. While the
young woman is burdened with
too much of the responsibili-
ties of the use or misuse of
the knowledge of sex, the
young man is not carefully
checked about the casual phi-
landering. This limited con-
cept. too, is highly question-
able, specially by the hyper-
sensitive teenager.

The youth should indeed be
given the right introduction
apd guideline by the often too
hesitant and timorous adults _
at least as regards the ele-
ments of warmth. tenderness
and love - which remain inte-
gral ingredients ol sex. The
young should be taught to re-
spect sex and not grab at it
greedily, selfishly or even slyly.
The young one must know his
or her inner powers, needs,
responses, control and should
surely also be taught to accept
the duties and responsibilities
that go along with the knowl-
edge of séx. This should be
with grace and suavity in both
the male and the female.

A Glimpse in Time of Rural

' maybe startling to
I realize that the Frenclr

became part of an unified
nation only in the later period
ol the nineteenth century.
Belore this assimilation,
France was composed of many
fragmented regions, each with
little knowledge of coneern
ahout 1he rest of the country,
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An imaginary line can bpe
clearly drawn from the Haute
Savoie to the Cotes-di-Nords,
accentuating the sounthern
underdeveloped areas [rown the
northern developed areas. The
fusion and association of these
two poles was led by /the
process of modernization of
the rural

urban values, namely economfc
progress and cultural
as=imilation.

France farmers, living in
geographically isolated re-
gions, falled io create strong
links with their neighbouring

r

areas and their
inhabitants via Infiltration of

by Anita Aparna Muyeed

communes. They were largely
unsuccessful and unwilling to
consort with each other. This
indifference to concerns he-
vond one's locality stemmed
mainly from inadequate means
of transportation., There were
barely any roads available to
the peasants: and if so they
were very poorly built. Trade

. child-like”. and have siated

the crevice. thev did not have
language, culture, mentality or
morals in common.

Their living conditions
were miserable with frugal di-
ets. unfit lodgings while. crime
were every day realities. Many
historians have depicted them
as “savages”, "primitive” and
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wids uncommon not only be-
cause of these troublesome
routes, but also because the
fmpeeunious peasants had®
taught themselves to ‘posses
the bare minimum. Out of ne-
cessily they were sell-suffi-
cient. The only loose ties that
brought them fogether were

. the markets and fairs. But even

then, they sensed a feeling of
fear (perhaps an innate fear of
the unknown), which led to
much mistrust and suspicion.
They were reluctant to mingle
with each other and thus,
bacely affected each other eco-

nomically or socially. To widen
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that there was nothing better
about farming culture; that ur-
ban life was best in every way.
The image that these histori-
ans have created comes most
probably from the writings of
the more elite, for then, peas-
ants could not read or write.
Those who wrote about them
were mere observers watching
from a higher pedestal, a dif-
ferent angle. Most of these es-
sayists looked down on the
farmers and perceived them,
not as Frenchmen but as some-
thing similar to a hoard of wild
heasts. These labels are obwi-
ously too strong to mark them
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France

with; a portrayal of unfair prej-
udice distorting the farmers'
traditional culture into some-
thing stoic, unlikeable and un-
creative. .

‘All of these factors brought
urban values to the secluded
farmers who, at first, brushed
them off indignantly but later,
welcomed them wholeheart-
edly. The railways brought ex-
cellent means of transporting.
goods and merchandise and
increased the frequency of
markets. The new roads ex-
panded trade and curiosity
between regions. Women
farmers began to sell products
weekly instead of a few times a.
years, which, in turn, im-
proved diets and standards of
the rural population. Fairs pro-
vided a new focus of interest:
were busier and more numer-
ous. As industrial products

- penetrated the rural areas,

farm life changed dramatically.
Luxuries, once homemade or
done without, were purchased
and rural industry began its
decline. This was significant in
both economic and social
terms. The schools taught

French and finally led the pop- |

ulation lo practice a common
language which facilitated
communication and ran its way
to produce more of a nation. As
for the army, it contributed to
the process of acculturation

- and civilization. As these con-

ditions evolved; isolations
broke. Most farmers were
wealthy enough to provide
themselves with heat, and no
longer needed to spend their
time mending and sewing now
that industrial. ready-made
products were easily accessi-
ble. Gradually the old oral tra-
ditions and proverbs were put
aside from the farming habit.
They Inevitably detached
themnselves from their past and
let new urban ideas seep into
their communities.

The farmers realized that
their old ways were inferior to
the powerful nationalization
that had taken over. This shift
of opinfon took place gradually:
but surely moved along the
path to reach the changes.
Henee, the process of urban-
ization was not a tyrannical
one. The farmers were not
forced to give up their tradi-
tions, but were given the good
Tortune to transfigure their
troubled lives into a more easy-
going one. Yet, there were
some advantages to rural life,
and it is feasible to assert that
much tradifion and culture was

REAKFAST is my
B favourite time of the

day. It is still cool. | sit
in my garden house, birds
Iwitter, and my servant brings
me my daily ration of corn-
flakes with nuts, raising and
milk. Nexi, | experience a
"small dip”. The newspaper is
also delivered. | know | am go-
ing to have to struggle for at
least fifteen minutes before |
know what is going on in
Bangladesh, and the world at
large,

Recently. one moming, the
newspaper gave me some
doubts about my grasp of the
English language. "Giggest
wildlife sanctuary.” read a
heading. Giggest? | know the
word giggle. but éan it be a
natural reserve that makes you
obviously laugh? Should it be
"Gigolo wildlife sanctuary.”
then? No. | did not think gigo-
los were becoming extinet.
The text brought the solution.
It should have been "Biggest."
On the same page a headline
stated: "US is entering a pe-
riod of military self-diterrance”
and "The president of France
... with an M and double t, is
it not so?

Abbreviations are my next
hurdie. If you know more than
ten of the following abbrevia-
tions, you are a class-1 reader:
addl., Aug. BB, BGMEA, CHT
Cig. co, coop, DMCH, DU, dev,
edn, govt, JU, KLM. ME,
N'ganj, NGO. Are you still with
me?

Alter the headlines the
lexts come. The sehtences are
sometimes difficult to com-
prehend, as they are as they
appear to me of baby elephant
sizes. In one of the English
dailies of August 2, '94 there
was an article with a sentence
of 83 words. Did the duthor
want to be recorded in the,
(Guinness Book of Records, like
the Indian youth who pushed a
mustard seed along a half
kilometre route literally with
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by Nico den Tuinder

his nose?

And look at those writers
trying to be funny. There was
recently a column on Hartals.
"A rickshaw not emitting nox-
lous gases”. Ha-ha-ha-ha! How
exceedingly comical. No, dear
writer, an engine (in case: the
rickshawallah) pollutes the air,
and not the wvehicle. Com-
menting on Shukla Sarkar's
performance at the National
Museum. the same writer in
another column later wrote: °|
think events like this should
be renamed. The performance
.« . . Renamed what? Or did
the editor of the newspaper
mutilate the original texi?
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The weather forecasts really
drive me to despair. "Chances
of temporary light to moderate
ratn accompanied by thunder-
showers lkely.” Well. there is
always a chance. Some chances
are bigger than others. But a
likely chance? The forecast
also said. "the weather may
deteriorate in the following
week. | naturally ask mysell,
"Deteriorate for whom?" For
those who like to be fried in
the sun. or those who prefer to
be soaked in the rain? What
will | haye to wear if it rains? A
T-shirt or a heavy oil-cloth
raim coat?

Having flinished ihe pews-
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paper. | often wondeér what
news [ have obtained. "Three
Kifled in City Road Mishap”:
Bottles of Phensidyl Seiged.”
Nothing new under the sun.
Wouild #t not be more efficient
to abbrevidte these articles to:
N'ganj: MMMIM", "JSkicrm”
and "Bops?' it is the same with
hartals, gheraos. sieges and
biockades. It would save a Jot
of paper if the dallies also
wrote: “Tomorrow working day

There is ome blessing.
though. Reading the Dhaka
newspapers is good exercise
for my arms and brain. | cone
stantly have to switch from the
front to the back to read
an article entirely. First, | have
to remember what column
look in, then | give my arms
good swing. and fimally, 1
o exert the grey matter in my
skufl to remember the
of the article that | was
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British

LAMOROUS fabrics like

silk and linen are, sent

around the world from
France, Italy and countries in
the Far East, But for tweed and
wool, the mainstays of most
designers' autumn collections,
there is nowhere to beat
Britain.

In terms of clothes produc-
tion, Britain's fashion industry
is small compared with the
giants ol continental Europe
and America. Yet its fabrics are
worn by the "supermeodels” on
the catwalks at each round of
international collections by the
top designers. Both haute cou-
ture and ready-to-wear design-
ers have a long tradition of
closepassociation with a small
group of highly-respected
British firms and mills.

Distinctive tweed checks
made by Linton , in Cumbria
northern England, have
helped create the instantly-
identifiable look of Chanel

since the days of Mademoiselle

Coco herself, and other famous
design names have followed
suit. Garigue, based in London
and Yorkshire, has an equally

illustrious client list, headed

by Yves St Laurent.

Over the years, such long-
established fabric makers have
developed ffuitful working re-
lationships with. the designers.
The latter may be inspired by
technical and aesthetic ad-
vances at the mills, or they
may ask the mills to interpret
their own ideas which, after a
period of exclusivity, become
part of mainstream fashion.
Thus, the inclusion, at de-

lost wvia acculturation.
Folklorists, anthropologists,
and sociologists have suc-
ceeded
fragments of it. Although so
many conservatives and ro-
mantics grieved over the death
of yesterday, few who grieved
were the farmers. Old cottages
and log cabins are charming
from a distance; dwelling in
them is another affair. The’
peasants were no longer satis-
fied with the minimal needs
they had taught themselves to
live with. Now, with the intro-
duction of urban goods in the
trade circle and the possibility
of traveling and discovering

(and with the imitation of the’

bourgeois way), they grew a
taste for nice things, for clean-
liness and comfort. Their chil-
dren came back more ambi-
tious from the army. For the
first time, they began to reflect
about the future. Nationaliza-

tion was a revelation of a better

life, and the farmers inclined
themselves toward climbing up
the social ladder which led
them to better social and
economic conditions and
consequently into the modern
world of a nation-state. The
civilization of the rural-French
by urban-France was interes-
tingly akin to that of co-
lopization; a process of
acculturation.

in preserving only

Fabrics Firmly in Fashion

by Avril Groom

signer Karl Lagerfeld's request,
of a technologically-advanced,
brightly-celoured cellophane
yarn in -fabrics for the Chanel
couture collection two au-
tumns ago gave a new look to
tweed in clothes shops last au-
tumn. ;

Refined Procedure

The complex and highly-
coloured tweeds made fashion-
able over the past three years
by designers such as Christian
Lacroix and Gianni Versace
have inspired a whole new
breed of craft weavers, many
based in Northern Ireland,
whb will weave special, highly

laxurious individual lengths for

an haute couture collection.
They work closely with the
designer to coordiniate the fab-
ric with the rest of the outfit
and the concept of the whole

collection.

Thn Roberts and Patricia
Gavin are two young Northern
Jrish weavers who have re-
cently come to prominence
through the patronage of
Lacroix and Versace and whose
work has been exhibited, and
sold. at Liberty, London's
premier shore for fabries.

Craft Village
The new young weavers,
working almost at a craft levél,
like to have this "three-di-
+mensional” input from the de-
signer at an even earlier stage.

Patricia Gavin, working
from a newly-established craft
village in Londonderry,
Northern Ireland, is flexible
and highly imaginative in her
techniques, producing fabric

way from the traditional eon-
cept of tweed. Her pieces
often contain a variety of dif-
ferent yarns, including seft
knitting-type wools like mo-
hair, and are usually in vivid,
contemporary colour-mixes.

Made at haldcraﬂ. rather than
commercial production. level
they are inevitably expensive,
and her main commercial out-
let for them so far has been as
accessories like scarves or soft

bags. |
However: her combining of
traditional Irish inspirations
with the techniques and
coloursense of weaving from
Africa, where.she was brought
up, have mmde her a hit with

the designers who use tweed

adventurously.
(The author is a contributor
to "The Daily Telegraph” -

that. though woven, is a long




