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Dhaka Day by Day

Mushrooming Shopping
Centres

by Goutam Prosad Das

Dhaka, the city ol mosques, is going steps
ahead 1o be also the city of shopping centres in
the near future. Or is it already one? Within a
span of five to six years the number has almost
doubled. To add glitter to the number. lighting
and fireworks — no matter if there is any
forthcoming festival — are given an ample dis-
play almost routinely. Setting aside the archi-
lectural magnificence of a few of such estab-
lishments, others are simply a jumble of
bricks, sand and concrete. Stanting from
Victoria Park upio a crossing of some four or
five large roads a {ew kilometers away. you will
come across at least a rflozen of such unplanned
shopping places catering to the needs of only a
fraction of the ciiy's eight million people.

Some areas in the city have several shop-
ping places with too few people to avail ol the
elaborate arrangement. For example the shop-
ping centres, namely Ayesha Shopping
Complex, "Mouchak Super Market, Anarkali
Super Market: Nahar Market. Century Arcade,
Bishal Shopping Centre and Eastern Plaza are
in the same neighbourhood located within one
or two kilometers. Vacant spaces in these ar-
eas are viewed with commercial interest and
the establishment of new arcades with ultra
modern fittings has become a craze. The sud-
deni collapse of business in the newly installed
shops as well as the traffic chaos all around in
these densely populated areas shows that there
is a surfeit of trading houses.

Setting-up of shopping complexes on Lhe
outskiris of the city*serves three purposes
namely: urbanisation. reduction in traffic jam
and formation of secluded shopping 'villages
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for weary city dwellers.

Most of the shopping centres in .the city
heart lack adequate parking lots and the pres-
ence of hawkers with their commodities and
innumerable rickshaws jumbled on pavement
in ffont of the centres and along the road side
contribute significantly to the violation of traf-
fic rules. The situation further deteriorates in
the rainy season when the nearby drains and
manholes beécome full to the brim with muck
and watgr. The soggy and slippery shopping
complexes turn the blithesome evening shop-
ping spree into disgusting affairs. Free flow of
air and toilet facilities are a rarity. Whether
these business set-ups, moreover, have any
safety measures against sudden outbreak of fire
is hardly known. Illumination of frontal side
facing by electricity of many a shopping plaza is
done to lure the shoppers. But perhaps we are
not always aware of the hazards unde g in
the faulty electric cables and other accessories
which have been the prime causes .behind
many tragic incidents in many big cities of the
world.

As Dhaka emerges as the 21st megacity of
the world before 20th century ends, such an-
even growth is likely to increase with the addi-
tion of population. Also the changed attitude in
consumerism will add new dimensiens to
shopping patterns. All of us are not surely re-
sourceful enough to make flawless "and
‘complete’ shopping complexes at every avenue
ol the capital but at least we can ensure the
basics of safety and security in these public
places for comfortable and hazard-free shop-
ping.
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Khaleda invited
to world summit
on social dev

For
Mostafizur Rahman received
Michael Strenberg, the leader
of the Danish delegation at his
office in the city yesterday, re-
ports BSS. #

The visiting Danish digni-
tary handed over a letter of
invitation to the foreign minis
ter from their Prime Minister
Poul Nyrup Rasmussen to
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia for attending the forthcom-
ing world summit on social de-
velopment, scheduled in
Copenhagen from March 11 to
12 next.

‘BNP will resist
conspiracy to
undo democracy’

The Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) will resist any con-
spiracy to jeopardise demo-
cratic process, Shipping Mi-
nister M K Anwar said yes-
terday, reports UNB.

The BNP government will
clo amything to hold election in
a free and fair manner within
the constitutional framework.
the minister stressed.

He was addressing a dis-
cussion organised by the Zia
Mancho on the occasion of
National Solidarity and Revo-
lution Day held in front of
Jatiya Press Club.

The pledge of the day is to
consolidate democracy. Anwar
said, adding that people had
voted BNP to power through a
world acclaimed election for
five years.

Late President Ziaur
Rahman had introduced multi-
party democracy and estab-
lished people’'s rights in the
country, he further said.

Those. who are now vocal
for democracy. killed the
democracy by introducing one
party rule in the name of
Baksal. ... the very political
party is now enjoying the fruits
of democracy. he added.

It was also addressed by Zia |

Mancho leaders /— Manzurul
Hasan Mangun. Rafliqul Islam,
and Rehana Salam. The dis-
cussion was followed by a cul-
tural function.

12 to get Nipa
Shishu Foundation
Gold Medal 94

By Staff Correspondent

The Nipa Shishu Foundation
has awarded 12 personalities
with the “Nipa Shishu Foun-
dation Gold Medal '94" for
distinet contribution in their
respective fields.

The Treciplents are D P
Bara — journalism: A K A Firoz
Noon — research and writing;
Lion Fakir Ashral — organiser;
Rtn Md Mosharral Hossain —
organiser; Nazir Uddin Ahmed
— banking; Principal Hamida

Ali — education: Heria Ershad, .

Md Emdadul Huq, Moazzem
Hossain Chowdhury — social
welfare; Syed Azharul Kabir,
Khabir Uddin Ahmed — anti-
drug campaign and Golam
Kader — juvenile literature.

Metro|

eign Minister A. 8 M

-

Visitors on the inaugural day of a seven-day long aboriginal art exhibition at city's:Shilpakala
Academy aunditorium yesterday. The Shilpakala Academy and the Australian High

(‘ommission have jointly organised the exhibition.
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‘Country suffering from

- intellectual dishonesty’

By JU Correspondent

Industries Minister AM
Zahiruddin Khan said yester-
day the country is now suffer-
ing from the problem ol
‘intellectual dishonesty’.

“They have never played
the proper role in Bangl-
adesh”, he said referring to
the role of intellectuals since
country's independence,

He was addressing as chief
guest a workshop on “Sqciety.
Politics and Morality: Bangla-
desh Perspective™. jointly
organised by the Darshan
Congress of Bangladesh (Bang-
ladesh Philosophical Congressi
and the Centre for
Philosophical Research and
Activities at the Jahangirnagar
tniversity .

Professor Abdul Jalil of DU
and Professor AFM Ubaidur
Rahman of JU presented the
keynote paper. The workshop
~omprising three sessions was
presided over by Akhter Imam.
frrmer professor of DU, prof
! Matin of DU and prof

Abul Hossain, the pro-VC of -

JU.

Referring. to the present
crisis in country's political
arena the Industries Minister
said all problems should be
solved according to the provi-
sion of the Constitution.

He said. "Students commu-
nity is our future. hence they

must not be political fodder”.

Professor Abdul Matin said
it would be a good omen if the
politicians retrain {hemselves
from blaming one another for
any political crisis.

JU Professor M Salimullah
Khan said, "It is a matter of
great regret that the party
which played a vital role dur-
ing the Liberation War is now
collaborating with the anti-lib-
eration forces.”

A good number of teachers
of different universities,
philosophers and students at-
tended the workshop.

Merill meets
Hanif

The US Ambassador to
Bangladesh, Devid Merill ves-
terday called on Mayor of
Dhaka City Corporation (DCC)
Mohammad Hanif at his office,
reports BSS. .

They discussed in a eordial
atmosphere on varionis mmtual
issues. The US Ambassador
showed keen interest on dif

. ferent development activities

of Dhaka city. Mrs Merill was

present during the discnission.

Later., Merill accompanied
by Mayor Hanif went round
Gulistan, Nawabpur and Sadar-
ghat areas of the old city by a
traditional horse driven-cart
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Facilities

J spacious bedroom altached bath and dressing
* Independent living, dining and family lounge

* Servant room and toilet at uninterupted area

Lift and stand by generator

Children play areq.

Divers accomodalion,
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ArfaCorporation L.td.
(Apartment Project)
L House : 6/17, Block - E, Lalmana, Dhaka
Phone : 815369 = [Fax : (RB0) 2-R16442
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across the country with
partly cloudy sky over the regions of Chittagong and Noakhali

during the next 12 hours till 6 pm today, reports UNB.
e Met office savs night temperature may remain nearly

Dry w

Dry weather is likely to prevail

The Indian High Commi-
asion tn Dhaka will observe
November 11 as the Former

Siudents Dav o mark the bir-
th anniversary of the subcon

tinent s noted politician and

The names of the awardees
were announced at a function
held yesterday in the city with
Haolader Nurul Islam. Chair-
man of the foundation in the
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First Secretary of the High
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reports UNB.

A cheque for Tk one lakh
was handed over Lo the Vice-
Chancellor of the universily
Prof Emajuddin Ahmed ves-
terday for setting up the trust
fund.

Prof A K M Sirajul Haque ol
the Statistics Department of
Dhaka University handed over
the cheque on behall of the
donor Dr Mohammad Abdul
Bari Mallik, a research profes-
sor at the Langston University,
Okdahoma, USA.

Abdul Bari, a former student
and teacher of the Botany De-
partment of Dhaka University
decided to set up the Trust at
the university in memory of his
parents.

Among others, Pro Vice
Chancellor Prol Wakil Ahmed.
Chairman of Botany Prof Sved
Hadiuzzaman and Prof Shaliqur
Rahman were present on the
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BEXIMCO FISHERIES LTD.

17 DHANMANDI R/A ROAD NO. 2 DHAKA-1205 BANGLADESH

SECURITY OFFICER
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Amidst the mini archipelago off Maheshkhali is a 400 acre sprawling semi
intensive shrimp farm on a tiny island inhabited by a dedicated group of
professionals. Primarily, such a dynamic workforce has undertaken to produce
premium "Black Tiger Shrimp”. The produce is 100% export oriented. It is an
extremely venture and for those who dare meet them, the desired

targets are attainable with plentiful of promises to keep in the days to come.
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As partners in progress in the Country’s march towards economic development the
company is responsible for the provision of secure work environment in order to

ensuring a healthy growth of this potentially vibrant sector. The need for a definite

security system has come to be recognized and therefore the requirement of a
SECURITY OFFICER.

We are looking for an Ex-Commissioned Officer from the Army in the rank of
Capt/Maj for the post of a SECURITY OFFICER. The officer must not be over 35

Same Quality

Same Freshness
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