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Ban on food import
from India goes
The government has with

drawn restrictions on import

of fruits, vegetables and lood
grains from India which was
imposed following outbreak of
plague epidemic in that coun-
try. according to an official an;
nouncement in Dhaka last

right. reports BSS.
NSC lottery draw
today

The draw ol Lhe 5th Sperts
Development Fund lottery
conducted by the National
Sports Council [NSC] will be
held at its anditortum at 10 am
today. Housing and Public
Works Minister Rafiqul Islam
Mia will be the chief guest ai
the function. reports UNB.

Snatcher arrested

Police arrested a snatcher
and recoveled a foreign pistol
from his possession at
Khilgahon area in the oty yes-
terday. Seources said (hree
snatchers were chased by pa
trol police near Goran Bazar
and arrvested one of them,
Mohammad Hossain alias
Jahangir. 23 from roof top of a
house ai Khilgaon, reporis
LINB.

City AL bodies’
meet today

By Staff Correspondent

Dhaka City Awami League
leaders. presidenis and gen-
eral secretaries of thana and
wards and commissioners be-
longing te the pariy will hold a
joint meeting todav at the res
idence of the Awamu League
chiefl and Leader of the
Oppesition Sheikh Hasina at
Minto Road a1t 4 pm Hasina
will be the chiel guest on the

OCCASION .
Dacoity in Fatulla
From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGAN. Nov 5 A
group of six muggers entered
the house of one Raisul Huq
Sobel in Fatulla in the early
hours of today and took away at
gun potni Tk 33 000 in casb
and gold ernamerts worih
over Th 2 lakh
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Prime Minister Begum Kha-
leda Zia vesterday sacked her
inlormation minister Barrister
Nazmul Huda lor going against
the party line on the caretaker
government issue in a recent
newspaper interview,

Begum Zia Friday night
asked Huda fo resign. a PM's
Office source said. -

Commerce Minister: M
Shamsul Islam has been given
the additional charge of the
lnformation Ministry.

Article 58 {2) of the Con-
stitution empowers the Prime
Minister to ask any minister to
quit at any time. Should a
minister refluse to comply, the
PM may then advise the Presi-
dent to dismiss the reecal-
citrant minister,

A brief official handout said
Nazmul Huda tendered his
resignatjon to the Prime Mi-

KARTIK 22, 1401 BS, j.)

By Staff Correspondent

nister as per Article 58 (2] of
the Constitution.

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas inslantly accepted the
resignation.

e

MNazmul Huda

In an interview published in

A Bengali daily Friday. Huda

surprised everyone by propos-
ing a formula for an interim
dovernment with the Chief
Justice as caretaker prime

- minister and four Appellate Di-

vision Judges as ministers [o-
llowing the expiry ol the tenu-
re of the present Parliament.

The proposal, which Huda
insisted.was his very own, not
too dissimilar to that of the
combined opposition parties
who have ‘been demanding a
caretaker: government to su-
pervise general elections. an
idea rejected outright so far by
the ruling BNF.

Huda's interview, originally
given to the Daily Ittefaq but
subsequently wlithdrawn ' late
Wednesday night, was pub-
lished in the Inqguilab Friday,

See Page 12 Col 7
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after torrential rains overflooded several Pharaonic sites in Luxor area, including the tomb bf

Tutankhamurn and the Temple of Seti. In the Asyut region the floods and fires of the last days

have left about 550 people dead and thousands homeless.
]

— AFP photo

Barrister Nazmul Huda,
dropped from the cabinet ves-
terday. said he still believes his
formula for an interim govern-
ment can resolve the present
political impasse and save the
country from impending ‘chaos
and bloodshed.’

"] think this is the best lor-
mula to avoid a civil war in the

‘country,” Huda told The Daily

Star yesterday evening at his
Dhanmondi residence.

When pressed by this corre-
spondent to explain what he
exactly meant by 'eivil war,
Huda avoided a clearcut an-
swer, saying only that the
Opposition was increasingly
adopting a confrontational
Course.

"l apprehended such conse-

| gquences. Thal's why my opfiion ©
appears contrary le that of my

Huda defends his
position

By Staff Correspondent

party.” the controversial
information minister said.
In an interview published in
a Bengali daily Friday, Huda
suggested that an interim gov-
ernment be formed once the
tenure of the present Parlia-
ment expires, with the chiel

rimer

justice as prime minister and

four judges of the Appellate
Division as ministers to conduct
the next general elections and
at least two subsequent ones.
"It would have been better if
I could discuss the formula with
the Prime Minister but 1 could
not do so.” he said. "That was

"my mistake.” he sighed, regret-

fully.

Claiming himself to be one of
the nine '‘founding members’ of
the BNP, Huda said he is still a

See Page 12 Col 1

Huda embarraséed
party : Talukder

By Staff Correspondent

The BNP Secretary General,
Abdus Salam Talukder, yester-

. day said that the action against

former information minister
Barrister Nazmul Huda was
taken because he violated the
party discipline.

“The Prime Minister asked
Huda to resign as he spoke,
against the party policy,”
Talukder said adding "his so-
called interview embarrassed
the pﬂl"t}’;" i

Until the other day,
Barrister Huda had repeatedly
said that the idea of a care-
taker government was uncomn-
stitutional- but suddenly he

made a proposal in line with -

the opposition,
pointed out. _

"Now he is saying he did it
for the greater interest of the
nation. Is his party BNFP not

wg;hlm){p;_.,im I_'!nﬁ!.i-l]lL-“ he
‘See Page 12 Col 8

Talukder
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SARAJEVO, Nov 5: Bosnian
Serb and Muslim forces battled
for the northwestern town of
Bosanska Krupa today and UN
peacekeepers said government
iroops were preparing o ex-
pand their successful offensive

in central Bosnia. reports
Keuter
The Linited Nations

Protection Force (UNPROFOR)
said Bosanska Krupa, on the
edge of the Muslim-held Bihac
pocket was being flercely de-
fended by units of the Bosnian
Serb Armny (BSAL

The BSA is putting up a
stifl [ight.” said UN spokesman
Major Herve Gourmelon. "We
think there must be a lot of ca-
sualties and the town will not
be easy for the Bosnian gov-
ernment army (o capture,

Peacekeepers believed the
[SA still held the eastern bank
of the Una river around
Hosanska Krupa whose civilian
population has been evacuaied
Lo safety

Muslini troops -have boeen
trying to capture ihe town
since launching an autumn of
fensive 10 days ago that has
rocked the BSA by driving
Serb forces onto the retreat in
northwest and eentral Bosnia
and southwes! of Sarajevo.

Although the BSA claimed

Serb, Muslim forces battle
for another town

to have retaken some lost
ground in a counter-attack, the
UN said the only evidence of
this was in some fighting south
of the Bihac pocket.

UN spokesmen said they
expected fresh Muslim-led of
fensives in central Bosnia to
build on the capture of Kupres.
The town of Donji Vakuf,

JCD-BCL ci_ush
2 colleges closed
for a week

Fregm Our Correspondent

MYMENSINGH. Nov 5: The
Mominunnesa Government
(zirls’ College has been closed
until November 12 following o
clash between the supporters ol
the Jalivatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD)] and the Bangladesh
Chhatra League (S-P).

According to college sources,
the clash ensued when the JCD
awelivists detained the Principal
in her room today demanding
shifting of the election date of
the college studenits union
scheduled for November 27

The principal was detained
fur about seven and a half
hours beginning 1 1 amn teday.

The clash conlinueskior sev:

See Page 12 Col 7.

- which

slightly gorth ol Kupres was
the next possible target.

Cemerska Planina north of
Sarajevo was also thought to be
vulnerable to Muslim attack.

Accotding to the UN. the
Muslims were meeting little
resistance southwest of
Sarajevo in their attempts to
achvance on the town of Troovao
and to cut a vital supply road
between Serb terrilory in east
and southeast Bosnia.

“We understand that {the
Muslims) are now certainly
able to put direct fire on to the
town or the road but we don't
have detalils of that,” UN
spokésman Tim Spicer said.
“There is a report that five

(Serb) tanks were captured in

the fighting but that it uncon-

firmed.”
The UUN reports of Serb

sethacks were denied by the
BSA's own version of events
clajmed the Muslims
were being driven baek in the

Trnovo area and that territory

was being recaptured in the
northwest.

The BSA has ordered a gen-
eral mobilisation across the 70
per cent of Bosnia under its
control in an attempt to stem
the biggest Muslim battiefield

successes of the 31-month
Wil ;

BNP Chief Whip
criticises MP's
statement
By Staff Correspondent

.Chiél Whip of Parliament
and ruling BNP leader Khan-
daker Delwar Hossain yesterday
accused party MP Major (Retd)
Akhtaruzzaman of violating

basic parliamentary norms.

Akhtaruzzaman, in a state-
meni issued to a leading ver-
nacular daily Friday, alleged
that cabinet ministers often
made ‘untrue statements in
Parliament. 1

The member from Katiadi.
Kishoreganj also maintained
that under a certain provision
of the Constitution {Article 70).
party MPs were not free to ex-
press their personal opinions in
Parliament. '

Akhtaruzzaman further sa-
id, ‘irresponsible behaviour' of
the Opposition and ‘obstinacy’
of the ruling party were respon-

Se¢ Page 12 Col 1
JP holds meeting
in Sirajganj
defying Sec 144

From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ. Nov 5: The
Jativa Party Belkuchi thana
it held its scheduled meet-
ing this afternoon in violation
of Section 144.

Section 144 was imposed

in and 'around the Alhaj
Siddique High School® in
Belkuchi from 2 pm today

when a faction of the party

called a protest rally at the
Same vernue.

The scheduled meeling
was, however. held uninter-
rupted and Acting Chairman of
the JP. Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury, addressed the
meeting.

Former Minister Begum

Razia Fafr also addressed the
meeting along with other local
AP leaders. .
Addressing the meeting,
Mizan Chowdhury said the
present government has com-
pletely failed to fulfil its pre-
election commitments alth-
ough it has been claiming that

BO per cent of its pledges
were fulfilled.
Criticising the govern-

ment's economic policies, he
said when India is selting up
new jute mills following in-
creased demand of jute goods
in the international markel
See Page 12 Col |
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QEEosition leaders say

Inner contradiction |

of BNP exposed

position leaders yester-
day said the dismissal of
Information Minister Nazmul
Huda had exposed the inner
contradiction of the ruling
party on the question of a neu-
tral caretaker government, re-
ports UNB.

In initial reactions, Mou-
dud Ahmed of Jatiya Party.

“NDP leader Salauddin Qader
Chow-dhury and Suranjit
Sengupta of Awami League
appreciated Huda's statement
abeut an interim ment
to be headed by the Chief
Justice. :

They said Huda's suggestion
is close to the opposition de-
mand fog a neutral caretaker
government to hold national
elevtiohs. "~ - W‘ i

Moudud Ahmed MP con-

gratulated Huda for his coura-
geous stand and admired his
interview for which "he has
been victimised.”

He said he believed that a
large number of BNP MPs and
a sizeable number of ministers
held the same view as that of

ﬁudl'!‘ formula is nego-
tiable, but his overall approeach
has been 'very positive and
close to the demand of the op-
position.” Moudud said.

"His resignation has ex-
posed the weakness of the
government and will further
deepen the crisis within the
goyernment,” the JP leader
said

}i: maintained that there
'the BNP

e Phge 12 Col B

- Malakand rebels, kill 11

PESHAWAR. Nov 5: At least
I1 people were Kkilled and
meore than 20 injured as troops
today lunched an operation
against activists demanding
Islamic laws in northern
Pakistan. witnesses said, re-
.ports AFP.

No official casualty figures
were immediately available, but
state-run television said the
election commission today
postponed by elections sched-
vled in the area for Sunday un-
(il Novemnber 14 at the request
of the local administration.

Residents in the troubled
northern town of Mingora said
at least three paramilitary sol-
diers were also killed as troops
arriving in trucks and ar-
moured personnel carriers try
to force their way towards the
town against blockades set up
along their route by armed
iribal supporters.

Thousands ol people sup-
porting the militant Tanzeem
Nifaz-e-Shariat Mohammedi
(TNSM) squatted on the roads
blocking traffic, residents said.

They said gunbattles had.
erupted in several places on a
10 kilometer stretch between
Mingora and Odigram towns.

Eight TNSM workers died
in the first clash near Odigram
while 20 others including nine

Trial of Taslima
to begin Dec 10

By Court Correspondent
= A plea ol not guilty was en-
tered on behall of Taslima
Nasreen as the Additional
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate
yesterday set December 10 for
the commencement of the
trial of+* the controversial
writer

Taslima has been charged
under Section 295A of the
Penal Code for hurting the
“religious sentiments of the
Muslims of Bangladesh.”

The ruling by the Additional
Chief Metropeolitan Magistrate
A K M Kamaluddin came after
two days of hearing to decide
whether there was a prima fa-
cie case against the writer.

The magisirate aller going
ilirough the documents and
atguments of the two sides,
said he was convinced that
there was a basia to arraign
Taslima Nasreen

The order was read out in
the presence of her lawyers.
Taslima left the country for
Toviioygme last Auﬂult 9.

Farlier. the court rejected a
defence application seeking a
clisc harge.

Sor 'age 12 Col 2

pafamilitary soldiers were in-
jured elsewhere.

The operation came Lhree
days after the TNSM seized
dozens of senior government
functionaries at gun point
Wednesday and Thursday to
press their demand for the emns
forcement of Islamic laws in

_thl: area.

Officials said the troops
were rushed to the region,
where protests have been rag-
ing for three days after TNSM
militants besieged several
towns in the picturesque Swat
valley and Malakand regions to
push their demand.

Troops have also mounted
an operation to restore control
of Saidu Sharif airport seized
by TNSM zealots Wednesday.

Fighting was continuing
around the airport Saturday,
but witnesses said there was
little resistance and siege
could be over'by late Saturday.
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situation

By Staff Correspondent

Leaders of the opposition
parties In Parliament meet this
morning to review the latest
political situation and decide
their next course of aetion.

Meanwhile. Parliament
members belonging to the
Jatiya Party (JP) vesterday
signed their resignation letters
and sub-mitted those to the
acting leader of the JP par
Hamentary party Moudud
Ahmed.

The resignation letiters
were signed after a meeting of
the JP parliamentary FParty
held yesterday afternoon with
Moudud Ahmed in the chair.
The meeting, however, did not
fix any date for submitting the
resignation letters 1n the

See Page 12 Col 7

Tk 5 lakh mugged
in Dilkusha CA

By Staff Correspondent

Muggers armed with Knives
snatched more than five lakh
Taka from an accountant in the
capital's busy Dilkusha com-
mercial area yesterday.

A driver was stabbed in the
incident and the muggers also
set off crude bombs betore
leaving the spot.

Witnesses said at about |
pm three unidentified voung-
men atltacked one Mizanur
Rahman, accountant of the
B&H Travels Limited. immedi
ately after he came down from
his office with a briefcase con
taining Taka five lakh 2% tho
sand.
The muggers, who were
waiting in an autorickshaw at
tacked Mizan while he was
getting on a car to go to the
City Bank at Nawabpur Road
for depositing the money

The muggers took away the

* Jbrielcase brandishing dagge s

‘al Mizan and stabbed fdris Al
the driver of the car 1n the
back for trying to resisi

See Page 12 Col ®
PM may visit
Maldives
Nov 22

Prime Minister Begim
Khaleda Zia is likely to pav a
two-day Bificial visit to the
Maldives from November 22 ol
fictal sources in Dhaka said
yvesterday, reports LINB

During the visit, Begum Zia
will have wide ranging talks
with President Maumoori
Abdul Gayoom. covering lat
eral matters as well as regional
and international issues ol
common concern, besides the
progress of the SAARC

Her 35-member entourage
will include Foreign Ministe:
ASM Mostafizur Rahman
Additional Foreign Secretary
Anwarul Masud, Director
General (SAARC) at the Foretgn
Ministry Ashfaqur Rahman

Begum Zia, the current
Chairperson of the SAARC vis
ited Bhutan last month. She is
expected to visit India and
Pakistan by the year end
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