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With four pethedine injections a day. he was
fast getting prepared to meet the inevitable —
death. His fine physique and sound mind gradu-
ally became a slave to a deadly obsession named
pethedine. In a state of unconsciousness caused
by an over-dose of drug he was taken to a city
hospital in March, 1993. Having experienced a
comatose for about 48 hours. with the relent-
less efforts of his doctors and his undiminish-
ing will to live, he survived that time.

It is precisely from such a hopeless situa-
tion, confesses Saifullah Kabir. that he made a
remarkable come-back from the deadly world
of narcotics.

It started quite the same way it starts with
any other youths of his age. admits Kabir. "At
first it is always with
a knack for adven-
ture or from a sense
of frustration that a
person ventures into
the dark world of

mately,

drugs. And, of
course, there is the
mistaken idea of

manhood in explor-

ing a world of taboo”.
he adds.

As for Kabir, he
‘too started taking
drugs believing that
it would be an exhil-
arating adventure,
and that, it would
open his eyes to a
horizon never seen
before through his
naked eyes. Some ex-
tra force was defi-
nitely required to ex-
perience such. an
adventure. And he
deeply believed that
drugs will give him
that extra force and
extra vision. So he
was convinced that
drugs would take
him to that dream
land which is so
close to us yet so far
away, so real vet so
deceiving.

In his second year
as a student of BA (Hons). Dhaka University, Ka-
bir was first introduced to drugs by some of his
‘good friends’. He started with phensidyl and
hashish and gradually matured his habits
through taking hardcore stuffs like heroine and
pethedine. Before he had known the eventual
cost of this adventure, he became a slave to
these lethal drugs. "Then | knew only one mas-
ter and one god — drugs”. recalls Kabir.

Kabir took pethedines for about 18 months,
beginning with half an ampeule and ending in
four ampoules a day. By that time it was almost
common knowledge that he was on drugs. As
he didn't have any income of his own, he bor-
rowed money [rom {slends, relatives and even
from distant acquaintances. At one time when
people refused to lend him anymore money, he

Temperature may fall

Weather is likely to remain dry with partly cloudy sky
across the country during the next 12 hours till 6 pm today,
reports UNB

The Met office says slight fall in night temperature is ex-

pected over the country
In its outlook for tomorrow the Met office forecast deteri-

orated weather. Giving extended outlook for another four
days. weathermen predicted little change.

Country's highest temperature 32.8 degree Celsius was
recorded at Madaripur and the lowest 168 degrees at
Dinajpur

The sun sets today at
[Sunday) at 6:08 am.

The maximum and minimum temperatures and humidity
recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

5:17 pm and rises tomorrow

City /Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius percentage
Max Min 6 am B pm
Dhaka 32 2 21.8 80 80
Chittagong 32.0 22.6 T7 73
Rajshali 312 21.2 78 69
Khulna 31.4 22.3 B2 78
Barisal 31.6 22.8 BH 92
Sylhet 32.0 19.0 72 77
Cox's Bazar 32.7 24.0 80 7H

S-WEEK, S0-HOUR TRAINING [
FROM 12 NOV.'94

m Lotus 1-2-3,

dBASE, FoxPPm, SPSS PC+,
Windows/MS-Word, AutoC AD.

IAIIC.' 4B ml- Tuibs C. Pioneer in Computer Training

House 1. 2nd floor. Road 2. Dhanmondi. Dhaka 1205. Tel: 50 16 00
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CONFERENCE ON

Leicester University, UK,
MBA for Studying in

Bangladesh

: 00pm
Bhuiyan Academy Auditorium.
Mr.John Warren tative

of Leicester University UK".

INTERESTED STUDENTS, GUARDIANS
SPONSORS ARE REQUESTED TO
ATTEND THE CONFERENCE.

BMHUIYAN ACADEMY
House# 13, Road #7 . Dhanmondi, R/A.

Dhaka,
Tel : 509202, 865470. l

Dhaka Day by Day
Life after Drug

by Iftikhar A Chowdhury

even stole money and valuables from their
houses and sold it to buy drugs.

A bright student throughout, Kabir began to
skip classes and tutorials. He avoided the com-
pany of anyone who would try to make him un-
derstand the harmful effects of drugs. Ulti-
Kabir almost became socially ex-
communicated or rather, he chose the life of
an outcaste. At one point, he was left alone with
no one to care for him except his own family
members. Actually, it was through their help
and the patience with which they motivated
him, which finally made him realise that life
was rather too precious to be wasted on drugs.

Eldest among three brothers and sisters,
Kabir was his father's favourite. The family for

long tried to hide
the fact that he was
an addict from his fa-
ther who is a senior
corporate official and
had little time to no-
tice his son's gradual
destruction. Kabir
loo, from his child-
hood days, respect-
ed, feared and loved
his father. His father,
when heard about his
son's serious addic-
tion problems, suf-
fered a massive heart
attack and was hos-

month. This incident
shook Kabir to the
4 very core. For once
1 he realised that he
i was not killing him-

self only, but was also
§ taking along with
him his most loved
§ ones to the grave by
il exposing them to se-
il vere anxieties and
sufferings.

The realisation
brought back Kabir
[rom the sure grip of
death. On his return
home from hospital,

drug over-dose, he
would often tell his

family members to tie him down to his bed or
lock him in so that he cannot
pathedine when he badly felt like taking one.
He would often ecry
the locked room and his family members also
cried with him and bore the pain equally, ex-
plains Kabir.

"Without someone caring for you, you simply
cannot come out of such a death-trap. Going for
drugs is easy, but very few people can come out
of it unharmed”, claims.a triumphant Kabir.

With the professional help of his doctor and
a renowned psychiatrist. by the end of Novem-
ber 1993 he became completely cured. Kabir's °
one-time belief that drug was his destirry was
proven wrong.

go out to fetch a

out loud with pain inside

New school
bldg opens

Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury yesterday said the
government had created a new
trend ol development in the
country in a very short time.
reports BSS.

He was speaking as the
chiefl guest at the inaugural
ceremony of the new building
of Purba Para High School at

Rupgani.

Deaths of Haralal,
Ashish Kumar
[.oho condoled

State Minister for Cultural
Affairs Prof Jahanara Begum
expressed her profound shock
at the death of noted folk-
singer Haralal Roy and noted
actor Ashish Kumar Loha. re-
ports BSS.

In a condolence message
Prof Jahanara Begum said in
the death of Haralal Roy and
A-hish Kumar Loha, the coun-
try has lost its {wo noted per-
sons of the cullural arena.

She recalled their contribu-
tions for enrichment of na-
tional culture.

She conveyed her deep
sympathy to the members of
the bereaved families and pra-
yed for the salvation of the
departed souls.

The members of the Bangla-
desh Television Natyashilpi O
Natyakar Sangsad (Tenashinas)
have expressed their deep shock
at the death of eminent film,
television, radio and stage
artiste Ashish Kumar Loho. He
died of cancer on Friday night,
reports BSS.

In a message to condole the
death. the Tenashinas members

expressed their deep sympathy
to the members of the bereaved
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BTV

Saturday

4.30 Opening annmouncement

4 45 Sports programme

510 News in Bangla

525 Kids songs

6.00 Programme on education
Shikkhangan

6530 Samachar

700 Banshari J

725 Comedy series: Major Dad /
Mr Ben

800 News in Bangla

25 Janmabhum

530 Mat O Mamush

300 Hiswa Natak

10-00 News n English

10-30 Drama series: Dynasty

11 30 Khabar / The News

11 45 Closing

Metropolitani

I'he Lanadlan Hu{h Lummlssmn and the Hangladesh Cﬂncer bm:lety ]umtl}r organised the
first ever Terry Fox Run in the capital yesterday to raise funds for innovative cancer research

and to create cancer awareness in the country.

— Star photo

pitalised for about a |

narrowly surviving a -

Blswas stresses
role of

cooperatives

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas yesterday underscored
the role of cooperatives for
economic emancipation of the
poor and the working class in
Bangladesh's perspective, re-

ports UNB.

"This is why we have to
continue our efforts to prop-
erly organise the cooperative
societies as economic institu-
tions," the President said in a
message on occasion of
National Cooperative Day.

In a separate message
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia has called upon the coun-
try's cooperators to come for-
ward with greater zeal and
commitment to contribute
their mite in the current de-
velopment efforts.

"Cooperatives can be a ma-
jor wehicle for the socio-eco-
nomic empowerment of the
neglected people and in alle-
viating poverty from our soci-
ety,” Begum Zia said,

The Prime Minister, how-
ever. emphasised on well-or-
ganised and dynamic manage-
ment to make the cooperatives
movement a complete success.

Power station
commissioned

Minister for Energy and
Mineral Resources Dr Khan-
daker Mosharraf Hossain yes-
terday commissioned the Gin-
gira power sub-station at a
simple ceremony, reports BSS.

The Dhaka Elcntﬂc Supply
Authority (DESA) has con-
siructed the sub-station with
the financial and technical as-
sistance of the British govern-
ment at a cost of Tk
4,01,55,000, including. a for-
eign exchange component of
Tk 2.54,55,000.

The sub-station, located on
2.10 acres of land, will facili-
tate lo provide elecfricity to
aver 15.000 domestic, indus-
trial, agricultural and commery-
¢ 4] consumers in Gingira and
ils surrounding areas. The pre-
sent number of comsumers in
the area is about 10,203,
cluding 9,996 domestic and
120 industrial ones.

Inaugurating the sub-sta-
o). the energy minister said
e government had materi-

'ised another long-felt de-

1..ncl of the people of Gingira
and its surrounding area. As a
result, a revolutionary devel-
opment, particularly in indus-
trial sector in the area will
take place, he added.
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A week-long photography and art exhihitiun. began at the
Gallery Tone in the city yesterday on the occasion of its first

anniversary.

Garments workers'
rally

Workers of several gar-
ments factories in the city yes-
terday staged a demonstration
to press home their 8-point
demands. including the im-
plementation of minimum
wages announced by the gov-
ernment. reports UNB.

The National Garments
Workers' Federation organised
a rally at Muktangan near GPO
which was followed by a pro-
cession.

The federation leaders said
that the owners were exploit
ing the garments workers for a
long time by denying them the
minimum wages and forcing
them to work extra hours
without giving any financial
benefits.

Presided over by Shamsu-
nnahar, the rally was addre-
ssed, among others, by Mo-
hammad Qayyum. Alamgir
Khandaker. Mizanur Rahman,
Mohammad Jahangir and Afsar
Uddin.

Executive member of the
federation Mohammad Qavyum
said they would continue the
agitation until their demands
were met.

He said the federation was
struggling to realise the mini-
mum rights of the workers,
inclugding implementation of
the ILO Convention, disburse-
ment of salary within 7th day
of the month. and maternity

. - leave for women.

Trust fund for
research works

The inaugural ceremony of
the Jahanara Majid and
Mahbub Alam Trust Fund was
held in the city yesterday
morning at the auditorium of
the Asiatic Society of Bangla-
desh with Dr Sharif Uddin in
the chair, reports BSS,

With an objective to finance
research activities on urban
life of Bangladesh, especially
on 'Dhaka city: its past, pre-
sent and future ' the trust fund
was established this year by
Mahbub Alam. Toriqul Alam.
Reazul Hassan Khan and
Bilquis Jahan and Qamar Jahan
Barma.

'Ruling party

| pushing country
towards state of .

confrontation'

Awami League General
Secretary Zillur Rahman yes-
terday said the ruling party is
pushing the country towards a
state of confrontatien by refus-
ing to accept the Opposition
demand for a caretaker gov-
ernment, Teports UNB.

He called upon the govern-
ment to concede to the de-
mand for a caretaker govern-
menl to ensure free and fair
elections.

Otherwise, he warned. the
ruling party will be held re-
sponsible for the failure of the
on-going gnvernmenl Oppo-
sition dialogue. '

The Awami League leader
was speaking at a discussion at
Bhairab on the occasion of the
Jail Killing Day. Chatushka, an
organisation formed in mem-
ory of the four national leaders,
killed inside the Dhaka Central

jail on November 2. 1975, or-
ganised the meeting.
Zillur said the Awami

League and other opposition
parties are determined to re-
alise the demand for a care-
taker government through agi-
tation.

The Opposition agitation.
he said, is of course aimed at
ousting the BNFP Government

| because of its corruption, ter-

rorismm and other misdeeds,
including vote rigging.

"The BNP will bring disas-
ter for the country if it re-
mains in power.” he said urg-
ing the people to intensify the
present anti-government agi-
tation under the leadership of
Sheikh Hasina.

Discussion on
UNESCO Day

Education Minister Jami
ruddin Sircar yesterday urged
all to uphold the objectives of
UNESCO to ensure world
peace through the promotion
of education, science and
culture, reports BSS,

He said this at a discussion
on "UNESCO in Todav's World"
arranged here to mark the
48th founding day of the N
body. UNESCO.

The Bangladesh National
Commission for UNESCO and
The National Association of
UNESCO Clubs in Bangladesh
jointly organised the discussi-
on, which was ehaired by Vice
Chancellor of the Bangladesh

Engineering University. Prof
Mohammad Shahjahan.
Assisiant Resident Repre

sentative of UNESCO Richard
Dictus, secretary of the
National UNESCO Commission
Prof M Saifuddin. professor of
the International Refations al
the Dhaka University Nurul
Momen. and secretary general
of the association of UNESCO
-Clubs Mahbubuddin Chowdhury
also spoke on the occasion
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| Wanted

LAND WANTED

plots in Residential Areas in

Gulshan, Banani, Baridhara and Dhanmondi
o purchase in instalments or jgint venture
basis for developing housing. Owners are

requested to send details to the address.

CONFIDENCE BUILDERS LTD.
S-KHA. SATMASJID ROAD, DHAKA-1207

PHONE :

815478

[

SPECIAL OFFER % SAVE 0% COST

FOR PASS-COURSE, HONOURS AND MASTERS
STUDENTS / APPEARED

E & ¢ L §® 8% 1 ¥ ¢

Concept Computer Network 1s going to start a 108-heur (9-week Jexiensive
computer training program from 19th November 1994. The course 1<
specialy designed for the students to provide effective training on DOS
WordPerfect. Lotus 1-2-3. dBASE and Windows software packages

Separate groups/timing could be arranged for different Colleges and
Universities .for suitable class routine and atmosphere. This training
program will be similar to the 96-hour course conducted by us successfully
for the final year students of the Department of Accounting and Finanace
& Banking of Dhaka University. Students interested to avail this oppor

| tunity are requested to enroll themselves by 16th November | 994

concept

COMPUTER

NETWORK
House No. 1, 2nd floor, Road No. 2. Dhanmondi. Tel: 50 16 00

MITSUBISHI
MOTORS

CREATING TOGETHER
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MIRANGS LIMITED

OLD AIRPORT ROAD. DHAKA TEL : 325001-4, 817055, 817066 COA AVENUE, CHITTAGONG TEL : 211224




