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Put in Extra Effort.
ents e
uation. Yet, we are not taking any alarmist view of
this. We regard the bleak outlook as issu1 an
early wamning to us. This should be hee 80
that what now is a simple decline in ezrnings
does not turn out to be loss of buyers.

The first steps must begin with the mind-set.
We have to shun the far too generalised «ain ap-

roach of dishing out the whole list of draw s

sel the sector, as if this is new knowvledge
for us. Let there be a pin ting of where things
went wrong to cause a in the export eainings
by as much as 24.11 per cemt dunrw fir st two
months of the current fiscal year. ndly. the
government ministry and the BGMEA sliould
come out with an version of the reasons
behind the debacle rather than blaming each
other. Recrimination is the surest way to repeat

itfalls that had caused the under-performance.

e affair deserves utmost attention as the gar-
ment sales constitute 60 perscent of our total ex-
port earnings.

For a couple of years, the world's cotton output
has been low. The yarn and fabric prices soared
to upset the costing of the exporters. nal
production planntrﬁ and shipment schedules
came under threat. Many garment manufacturers
have had to explore cheaper sources for the in-

uts to retain competitiveness of their prices.
Eoss. of time led to cancellation of contracts in
t from ship-

Quir

some cases. Switching to air freigh
ping in other cases in a despe
time schedules in complicated matters. Air
ferrying was costlier, still more so were the gluts
at the airport. Other garments exporting
countries are not entirely as import-dependent as
we. Other snags came from customs c¢learance or
NBR procedures at the terminal stage and load-
shedding at the production phase.

The BGMEA is apparently in a verbal war with
the government but hopes a positive outcome
could emerge from a meeting with the Finance
Minister on finanecial incentives. Will that be fea-
sible during the present budget year? Grey fabric
import has been free listed lessening the protec-
tion over the local industries which produée it.

The government seems to be content with al-
lowing up to 75 per cent import of raw materials
in this sector requiring of it to do local value ad-
dition of only 22 per cent. It is time the pattern
of emphasis changed towards local fabric devel-
opment for establishing the required backward
linkage for this sector. We urge for a joint
Government-BGMEA strategy in this specific di-
rection. We are lucky to have a respite in the 10-
year quota phase-out programme of the GATT:
items of importance to us do not come under the
first phase of it.

Discipline at the Top First

Adept in admonition, Finance Minister M

Saifur Rahman sometimes unwittingly holds the
focus of the prism on to his own ministry. One
such self-critical statement came from him on
Monday in -his speech on the occasion of the
World Thrift Day. : |

Ihe finance mmister has reserved his praise
for the low-income groups for their contribution
to savings but he has been highlv critical of the
privileged sections of sociely. who. according to
him, have a record of misusing funds. He pointed
his accusing fingers at the loan defaulters and
people in high places of the administration.

He came with a mission and his crusade was
against financial indiscipline and irregularities.
After three years in office, the finance minister
still makes the same appeal over and over
His admonitions and appeals would have been
enough to make further queries unnecessary. But
when the exercise on his part has become almost
ritualistic, we are obliged to ask in plain terms
what has actually been done to make the undue
advantage seekers behave. About 300 industries
and factories were detected to be sick and about
the same number of big loan receivers were found
to be defaulters. :

The finance minister knows well enough that
the problems, left to themselves, will mount in-
stead of getting resolved on their own. He may be
genuinely concerned about the tax-payers' money
but unless the concern is matched by any policy
framework, we reach nowhere. Saifur Rahman
has complained that public money is carelessly
spent in government offices. So he should take
appropriate measures to stem the rot. '

Dead Coming Alive

Man's preoccupation with death is natural, be-

cause it is unconquerable and promises to be so
in the future. Only in mythical stories and fairy-
tales do we come across incidents where the
mortals — although .
from the nether world from where nobody re-
turns. Yet the wonders of life are so much beyond
our comprehension that these may allow death to
play a practical joke on some people sometimes.
His last rites completed, Nan Buafan Payen
Chaturas, a septuagenarian Thai Buddhist was
about to be cremated. But suddenly the old man
got up straight from his coffin and walked to a
hospital for treatment. The fact is that the man, a
diabetes patient, had suffered a heart attack the
day before and was pronouncéd dead. So his fam-
ily members and relatives arranged for the last
rites only to be baffled by the turn of the event.
All those who suffer such cardiac arrests are
not lucky enough like Chaturas. If the rites were
not delayed by a day, the old Thai might have
been done for. It is not unlikely that some people
may have met their life's end without actu-
ally dedd. Specially for those who suffer strokes,
the possibility of making it to the cremation pyre
or to the grave-cannot be totally ruled out. It has
also happened for some patients of snake bites.
So what is the message? There can be life after
death and that too in this mundane world! |
People like Chaturas have in a way tasted death.
Yet they cannot give an account of the other
world. In a state of unconsciousness, they are
mistaken for dead but actually they still hold life
by the thinnest of the tread. Even doctors have
hardly any means to detect life in such people.
We. wonder what might our doctors do if they
come across a few such patients. Anyway, at least
heart patients should beware. oo

rt business is in a mi *ssy sit-

rate bid to respect

a very few — have come back

HE governmeni oppos-
I itlon  dialogue. which
resumed Thursday ove
reoming a sudden setback last
week, has reached a critical
phase. Now, there are (wo
specific proposals [(rom lie
two sides on the lorm ol
interim administration for
holding the national elections
The it phase of the talks
is crucial indeed, since the
parties concerned will have io
take decisions on the basis ol
these proposals.

The negotialers represent-
ing the ruling party BNP at the
Commonwealth-brokered dia
logue, have put forward their
proposal for holding next gen-
eral elections under an interim
government headed by Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
The BNP's proposition has
been designed to counter the
opposition's demand to lorm a
non-partisan caretaker gov-
emmend’ during the national
polls. .

The BNP's proposal was
based on Article 56(4] of the
Constitution that provides for.
appointment of a FPrime
Minister in case of a parlia
ment dissolution. The ruling

' party suggested formation of a

smaller cabinet headed by
Khaleda Zia comprising mem-
bers from all the parties in the
parliament.

The 'caretaker government
formula of the Awami League-
led opposition announced ear-
lier, suggests appointment of a
'non-partisan’ person as the
head of the interim adminis-
tration during holding of the
general elections.

The ruling party's proposal
was formally placed at
Saturday's meeting of the two
sides held in presence of
Commonwealth emissary Sir
Niniam *‘Stéephen. The talks
were adjourned for an indefi-

Dialogue: Only Consensus may Help
| by Chapal Bashar :
For amicable settlement of any dispute, the only solution is the consensus between the two contending sides ...

and our leaders have proved it on many occasions. Even, during this crisis, all the parties including the
ruling BNP, have reached consensus on one point : 'necessity of establishing an improved framework for

nite period to facilitate both
the governmenti and the oppo-
sition o review the siluation
and study the proposals.

All attentions are now fo-
cused on the progress of this
crucial dialogue. the result of
which will determine the fu-
ture of our politics.

Only three years back. it
was almost beyond imagination
that the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP)] and the
Bangladesh Awami League (AL),
who led the democratic
movement jointly for long nine
vears. would be locked in a
<.t of confrontation on an is-
sue like electoral process

Following the general elec
tions of February 1991 BNP
was installed in power while
the AL emerged as the major
opposition party in the Jatiya
Sangsad (JS). Both these par-
ties added a significant chap-
ter in our political history by
switching over to parliamen-
tary system from the presi-
dential form of government
which prevailed for about 16
years. This change necessi-
tated the historic 12th
amendment to the constitution
and it was passed unanimously
in the JS. The unique consen-
sus of all the parties in the
parliament — small and big —
on that amendment. will
remain as a glorious event.

Let's look back to 1980s.
when the BNP, the AL and
other demoeratic forces were

COASTAL AFFORESTATION

erigaged In a relentless move
ment against the aufocratic
regime of Ershad., who was
backed by army and his own
creation Jatiya Party (mow in
opposition). A five-point char

" ter of demands. jointly formu-

lated by AL-led 15-party al-
liance and the 7-party combine
led by the BNP, was the basis
ol the movement which grew
from strength to strength and
culminated with the resigna-
tion of Ershad in December
1990

During those nine years —
from 1982 to 1990 — the BNP
and the AL moved together
having consensus on strategy
of the movement barring.
however, the differences over
participation in 1986 elec-
tions. Both sides had their own
views about that election
which kept them separated for
guite sometime. Nevertheless,
the BNP and the AL, along with
other Ilike-minded forces,
were in the streéts with the
common goal — restoration of
democracy. And to reach the
goal, both the parties as well as
the people had to suffer a lot,
The consensus ol the two
principal parties for achieving
democratic rights mobilised
the nation behind them and
the movement was crowned
with victory.

Aspiration of the people for
a better life acts as the catalyst
in a democratic movement and
this led the people to rally be-

hind the democratic forces
Pe-ople s desire was simpile and
ILNmMuUm — economic eman
cipation and rule of law There
is no guestion that political
stability has no aliernative to
fulfil such aspiration while a
true democracy 1s a musi 1o
ensure such stability
Three-and-a-half years have
gone by since the government
of Begum Khaleda Zia assumed
power. while the sovereign
parliament. elected by the
people in a free and fair elec-
tion. still continues to func-
tien. The fifth parliament of
the country is going to have s
17th session summoned on
November 12. The Opposition
has been boycotting the ses-
sions since March in support
of their demand for holding
future slections under neutral,
non-partisan caretaker gov-
ernment. They want the BNP
government to place a bill be-
fore the parliament for
amending the constitution in-
corporating provision of hold-
ing elections under caretaker
administration. During the last
eight months, four sessions of
the JS inecluding the budget
session, were held keeping the
opposition bench empty. This
is yet another unique example
in our politics! There is no
reason fo term a parliament
effective which remained half-
empty for such a long time.
Country's political arena
during the first year of Prime

Minister Khaleda Zias ruie
was somewhat quiet. But
afterwards. sitvation started
changing generating heat both
inside and outside the parlia
ment on certain issues like re-
peal of Indemnity Ordinance
voiced by the AL Besides.
campus violence particularly
the clashes among the studemnt
activists belonging to political
parties and the agitations by
the workers, employees and
professionals in different sec-
tors deteriorated the situation

Meanwhile, a number of by-
elections to parliament and
polls for local bodies including
four city corporations were
held in which all the major
parties participated. The AL al-
leged rigging by ruling party in
the by-elections of Mirpur and
Bhola, yet accepted the results
with reservations. But their
grievances flared up during the
by-election in Magura held in
February. The AL as well as
other opposition parties raised
serious allegations against the
ruling party and said that the
government misused and
abused its power to capture
the JS secat

The demand. lor holding fu-
ture elections under a care-
taker governmnent was raised
by the AL last year, but they
started allout agitation to .2-
alise the demand soon after
the Magura by-polls. All the
opposition MPs started boy-

cotiing the parliament In
March demanding introdue-
tiom of a bill by the itreasury
berich for a caretaker govern-
ment. Series of hartals. block-
ades. gheraos and sit-in pro-
gramimes were observed by the
opposition dusing last eight
moniths, which undoubsedly afl-
fected the country's smooth
political procéss and the eco-
nomic development

Though delayed. the op-
position and the ruling party.
are facing each other at the di-
alogue brokered by
Commonwealth Secretary
General Chief Emeka while his
emissary Sir Ninian Stephen Is
here to facilitate the talks. It
would be nice if our leaders
could initiate the dialogue
themselves without any media-
tion from outside through
which they could earm more
confidence of the people.

For amicable setilement of
any dispute, the only solution
is the consensus between the
two contending sides.
Consensus has no alternative

ing this crisis. all the
including the ruling BNP, have
reached consensus on one
point, which is necessity of
establishing an improved
framework for holding free
and fair elections’

Since all have recognised
the problern and feel the ne-
cessity of improving and
strengthening the electoral
framework, it should not be a
problem for the leaders to find
a solution. And that is the main
task for the leaders at this
critical mement for ensuring
political stability. sustainable
development and wunimterr-
upted economic growth of the
country.

- The Most Cost Eftective Method of Land Reclamation

by Ali Akbar Bhuiyan

T ERRITORIAL gain by
waging wars against ot-
. her countries is almost
unthinkable in today's world
situation. On the contrary,. the
second half of the twentieth
century witnessed rapid
winding wup of colonial
domination in the wake of vio-

'lent protests and armed rebel-

lions by the natives of the
dominated country. Nations
have now re-oriented their
strategy fer prosperity and
improving the quality of life. of
their people. This sirategy
aims at increased productivity
in the farms and factories: in
the air. sea and underground,
through adoption of improved
technology and structural
adjustment of administrative
and fiscal measures. This may
otherwise be termed as
vertical expansion through
resource building.

But some countries, because
of their strategic location and
skill endowment, are still able
to expand the horizon of their
frontiers without the need for
engaging itself in ‘battles or
wars. Travelling through
Germany, Austria. Switzerland
or France, a scene that fre-
quently catches attention of
the visitors is. scores of open

railway wagons carrying stone

boulders. When asked for the
destination of such massive
stone blocks, the answer is al-
ways the self same — the
Netherlands. Some even sar-
castically remark, "You know,
the Dutch are a funny people;
they continually go on sal-
vaging new landmass from the

sea-bottom”. In fact, more than -
1 half

of the present

Netherlands is said to be re-
claimed _!'rum the sea bed.

Even the Dutch capital —
Amastardam — lies below the
. mean seal level. This was made
possible by land reclamation
through the process of build-

{ tions must
|address. _
"A Poet Activist"

Sir. Your editorial titled 'A

. Poet Activist' on October 24, is

very thought-provoking and
full of creative thoughts on the
occasion of the 66th birth an-
niversary of Poet Shamsur
Rahman. It is a pity that the
poetic richness and values of
the creation of poet Shamsur
Rahman have so far not been
evaluated and disseminated in
the form of English version for
the English speaking people
all over the world. From the
war of liberation, Poet
Shamsur Rahman and many
others, through their writings,

have kept the memories of the
agonised hearts of the Bengali
people alive and living to
enkindle the hearts of the pre-
sent progeny. | wish some se-
. rious readers with the patron-
age of some publishing house
take up the project of translat-
ing the poems of Shamsur
Rahman in English without any
delay because the richness of

| his poetic production may

fetch him the greatest prize
for literature! And if it happens
it would certainly be a pride
for all of us in Bangladesh.

with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
bear the writer’'s real name, signature and

ing impemetrable dykes in the
sea with stone and earth fol-
lowed by hailing out of water.
desalinisation of soil and culli-
vating the land so reclaimed
for growing agricultural crop
or fodder. The booming Dutch
agriculture, dairy or cattle
ranching mostly owe' their ori-
gin to the vast expanse of re-
claimed sea bed. And the
Dutch are quite proud of that.
They have mastered the sea
not only by sailing or fishing,
but also by making the sea re-
cede from their coast line.

It is +true that the
Netherlands demonstrated in-
genuity in taming the sea and
salvaging the productive land
for its growing population and

Bangladesh. a sea cost
country, and situated at the
confluence of the world's three
mighty river systems viz. the
Ganges, the Brahmaputra and
the Meghna, is also poised for
territorial gains but through a
much simpler and natural pro-

cess, largely improvised and

eminently - cost elfective com-
pared to the Netherland's
costly dyking process. The
river system traversing
Bangladesh mostly originate
from the Himalayas and carry
an estimated two billion
tonnes of silt annually. Sueh a
mammoth quantum of silt, in-
stead of getting lost in the

‘deep sea, if could bé effectively

trapped near the shore line by

¥

of direcijon from the
Sundarban forests whose pres-
ence outstandingly saved lite
and property of greater Khulna
district for eenturies from nat-
ural catastrophes. The af-
forestation mechanism thus

consisted of creating a dense
green wall of living trees for
affording physical resistance to
the exceedingly high velocity

"wind and monstrous waves,

dissipating their demonic en-
ergy and help protecting the
hinter land from gruesome

damages.

Plantation establishment
under this pioneering pro-
gramme_ had been immensely

successful both in terms of

twigs of plantation (trees,
trapping of floating debris by
tree trunks and roots, and
mortal remains and eodysis
shells of animals including
fish, taking shelter in the
plantation groves. _

The World Bank, having
learnt plantation success and
high potentiality of Iland
reclamation through plantation
evinced keen interest in fi-
nancing the coastal afforesta-
tion programme of Bangladesh.
As against the overriding pro-
tection objectives of the pi-
oneering afforestation project,
the world bank rearranged
plantation ‘objectives prioritis-
ing i) stabiltsation of acered--
ited lands and ii) acceleration

Territorial conflicts had been and
reclamation of any extent of land from adjoining sea bed is a

still is one of the main causes of bad blood ar wars between nations. But

dom must take advantage of, if technology permits. Coastal afforestation, in the light of the foregoing analysis |

Mhmm-hﬂgngh&ﬁmth_mmmmqwmmmm

expanding agro-industry for
prosperity, but the country is
not endowed with all the na-
ture's gifts to effect such a
reclamation technology. The
country does not have the

needed hard rock to build

dykes in the sea which is the
first pre-requisite for land
reclamation programme, and
thus looks for stone from the
Alps which is a long way from
Holland. The stone has to be
purchased. carried all the way
from Germany, Ausiria, France
or the Swiss Alps to Holland at
a considerable cost.
Notwithstanding that, the
Dutch find the Prug‘rammc
economically viable'and attrac-
tive. In the backdrop of terri-

torial gain potential, the Duich

land reclamation endeavour is
an enthusiastic programme
which negated the .cost ele-
ment. : :

L R A I e o 1

humpman intervention, new
landmass formation would be a
natural phenomenon of con-
tinuous territorial gains for
the country. Afforestation on
newly formed landmass offers
such a potentiality for trapping
river borne silt for a more ac-
telerated island formation.

Coastal afforestation pro-
gramme in Bangladesh con- .
ceptually emerged first as a
protective contrivance for
guarding and/or minimising
the extent of damage lo life
and property of the coastal belt
due to cyclonic storm and tidal

surge. Commenced in mid
1960s as the aftermath of a
series of devastating cyclones
and tidal bores that hit
Bangladesh coast in quick suc-
cession in the early 1960s.
this afforestation programme
drew its inspiration and sense

quality of plantations raised
and as well as affording envis-
aged protection to life and
property of the hinter. land
against wind action and tidal
inundation. But the most in-

. valuable contribution of this

innovative project had been
the acquisition of a store house
of knowledge and experience
regarding siltation and land
consolidation dynamics con-
comitant with afforestation. It

has been observed that wher- -

ever plantation was raised on
newly accredited land, the rate
of siltation and ground eleva-
tion had been incredibly
higher compared to adjacent
unplanted sites. Likewise, land
consolidationr and layerification
of soil profile was also quicker
and distinct. Humus impreg-
nation and fertility improve-
ment of the soil was obvious
because of fallen leaves and

The essence of the Bengali
minds in the literary field
should be projected to draw
the attention of the intellectu-
als and connoisseurs all over

the world for the greater gl_nr:f’

of our motherland.,
Prof Abul Ashraf Noor .
Pabna _

Telephonic ordeals

Sir. I wrile about one of the
most - frusirating and

exasperating experiences an

expatriate or foreign

. businessman can ever have in
Dhaka. Arid that is the matter

of long-distance ‘telephone
communication. '

For obvious reasons, | re-
quest withholding my identity.
But [ am a European who has
been working here over the
past three years. [ like

esh. | intend working
here for another two years at
least. But each time [ make a
long-distance call | get dis-
courteous, arrogant, and often
almost illiterate telephone
operators. When | sound a lit-
tle angry, 1 get cut off. Each

L4

‘able, and to always remember

lime | ring, it is busy and no

~_one answers as il they know
I'm the one calling.

The government Minister
in charge of long-distance
telephones should get on the
job. Train these operators to
be courteous, efficient, reli-

that this is the right way to fet
[oreign investments, not the
way it is run today which is
outrageous. | hope something
can be done about this. |

A foreign businessman
Dhaka

Market economy and
smuggling

Sir, 'For the last several

years some ol our public lead-

ers have been blaming our

public sector corporations for
inefficiency. irregularities and

“wasting crores of Taka from
.the public exchequer.

“Today. side by side with the
continuing poor performances
and financial losses of our pub-
lic sector corporations — our
mills, factories and varieties of
enterprises in the private sec-
tor age also languishing day by
day.

Ohir government is advocat-
ing free markel economy, en-
couraging private sector and
trying to attract foreign invest-
ment and joint venture. But in
fact, we have not achieved any
tangible resull as yet.

On the one hand, we are

-importing varieties of goouds

and commodities and on the
other hand, more and more
foreign goods and commeodi-
ties are being smuggled into
our country everyday. Qur
markets in the cities, towns
and villages have been flooded
with contraband goods and
commodities. _
Due to various reasons
which obviously includes har-
tals and strikes, higher cost of

't ' :
production, poor quality and - newly accredited land takes a

scores of other demerits we
cannot compete with quality
anid price of the foreign goods
and commodities. And, as
such, we not only fail to export

our home-made goods and

commodities but we also fail to

sell our own products in our -

own domestic market. Our
own people prefer buying for-
eign goods than Bangladeshi
goods.

We feel that charity begins
at home. If we want to make
market economy a success in
our courntry, we [may prepare a
list of goods and commodities
which we are required to pro-
duce and manufacture in our
country to meet our domestic
requirements first. And then
to boost and protect our own
country's goods and commodi-
ties, we must ban the import
and totally stop the smuggling
of such goods into our land
failing which the market econ-

omy policy would prove to be
arn act of suicide for us all

0O H Kabir
Dhalka- 1203

of the process of land forma-
tion in the Bay of Bengal by
mangrove plantations as the
primary objectives of the fu-

, ture programme. The protec-

tion philosophy of coastal plan-
tations is deemed to ensue au-
tomatically as a by-product
when plantation is stabilised.

[t must be of interest to un-
derstand the dynamics of sil-
tation acceleration by planta-
tion, which operates as follows:

Mangrove species. because
of the difficult habitat they
thrive in, set forth aerial roots
(pneumatophores) which often
grow to a metre or a little
more in height. The silt laden

tidal surge while traversing

through the plantation floor is
intercepted by tree trunk and

" dense pneumatophores, and

this way its velocity is retarded
to almost stand-still such that
the silt carrying capacity of the
water is reduced and sedimen-
tation of heavy silt particles
lake place on the forest floor

progressively elevating the -

level- of new formations. With
the passage of time, the forest
floor is raised. at times above
the ordinary tide lével.
Depending on the location of
the new formations and extent
of plantation blocks in a given
place, sedimentation up to a
depth as high as three metres
take place in a single year.
Such enormous sedimentation

_in one year is inconceivable

with afforestation.
affarestation the

except
Without

long period to come up above
the ordinary tide level, and
when comes up, these are ei-
ther grazed by thousands of
cattles mostly buffaloes or cul-
tivated. Because of hoofing ac-
tion of the cattle or ploughing
of the unconsolidated land for
cultivation, many new land-
mass often sink down being
washed away by strong tidal
currents. Many char lands in
the past disappeared due to
unguarded use while still in
their delicate and fragile stage.
Through mangrove af-
forestation programme,
Bangladesh Forest Department
(FD) has brought over 100,000
hectares (ha) of newly accred-
ited land under plantation. It is
true that in the past four
decades, Bangladesh lost con-
siderable tree coverage from
the traditional forests and ru-
ral groves due to very many
reasons, Some are unsur-
mountable. but it is also true
that this 100,000 ha plantation
had never been a forest and in
this contex(, it is a new addi-

. country

tion to the country's forest
cover for which the FD deserve
nation's commendation.
Admittedly, without afforesta-
tion, a vast chunk of these
newly accredited land would
have been lost to the sea again.

Afforestation accelerated
siltation and gquicker elevation
of land surface, and also has-
tened land consolidation. In

certain locations viz. the
coast lines of Sitakunda and

Miresswarai thana  of
rChittagon g district,
Companigonj and Sudharam

thana of Noakhali district, the
coast line is extended to the
sea for a width of 1.5-2 Km
through land reclamation by
mangrove afforéstation. These
plantations, besides reclaimihg
the new land-mass, also cre-
ated a vast wood resource for
the country. generated em-
ployment in the plantation
works and also in the future
harvesting and marketing.
Significant also to appreciate
that whatever investment has
gone to coastal afferestation,
that was intended for creation
of forest resource and not for
land reclamation. Land recla-
mation and consolidation
should thus be deemed as by-
product concomitant with af-
lorestation. This is the funda-
mental difference between the
Dutch model of land reclama-
tion and that of ours.

Whether it concerns an in-
dividual or a nation, people are
frequently seen prepared to
shed any amount of blood for
gaining control over an inch of
land or territory. Territorial
conflicts had been and still is
one of the main causes of bad
blood or wars between nations.
But reclamation of any extent
of land from adjoining sea bed
is a non-controversial issue
which nations with wisdom
must take advantage of, if
technology permits. Coastal af-
forestation, in the light of the
foregoing analysis should be
considered by Bangladesh as
the most cost effective method

~of land reclamation from tLhe

sea. It offers a rare opportunity
of adding additional land area
in the country's map for hu-
man settlement and preduc- .
tive use. Although there exists
a national policy decision to
specifically reserve all newl
accredited landmass for af-
forestation in a bid to hasten
stabilisation and promote fur-
ther accretion, but such policy
decisions are frequently vio-

" lated at the local levels. This

needs vigilance at the highest
national level to ensure strict

policy implementation in the
greater and far reaching inter-
est of the nation. '

A much talked about cross-
dam connecting Sandwip with
Urirctrar and Noakhali main-
land offers a great oppertunity
for salvaging some 60,000 ha
highly productive land which
could be reclaimed for cultiva-
tion and settlement through
initial afforestation and consol-
idation, This potential project
calls for serious national exam-
ination and pragmatic decision
for implementation. When im-
plemented. this project is
ltkely to permanently solve
erosion and rehabilitation
problem of this zone and open
up opportunity for major agri-
cultural produetion in the
like the historieal
Noakhali cress-dam preject,
which is a success story to .
draw jnspiration from.

The writer is Director,
Forestry Development and
Training Centre, Kaptal,
Rangamati Hill District.



