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Frul:n Our Cerrespondent

NARAYANGANJ. Oct 3}
Road links between Dhaka and
Narayangan] remained sus.
pended for meore than two and
a ‘hall hours today as high
school students enforced a
traffic blockade. The siudents
T put up
price hike ol newsprints
Witnesses said during the
blockade, which started at 11
am,, all types of vehicles re-
mained stranded.

No untoward incident took
M during the ruad block-

Inspector General of Police
A 8§ M Shahjzhan yesterday di-
recied the police force Lo

st patrol to check
highway

robbery. Reviewing
the crime situation at a fort-

nightly .meeting at the police
headguarters, the [IGP en-
Criminal Investigation
{CID} with the re-

m investigating a
m;‘ cases, reporis

mm Oct 31; A
wmmm dead

by an unkdown assailant in
Panchhari thana on Sunday
' Wilnesses told police
Bhushan Tripura.
shot
of
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by an unidenti-
the Chakma tribe
with his father Bir
was fishing in the

Baljachhara at about 6 30

BiisE
{ a‘ﬁ

to Khagrachhari
from Panchhan

complex, repdrts

Book exhibition in
Jessore from today
From Our Correspondent

JESSORE. Oct 31: A 10-day
book exhibition begins here in
the Town Hall from tomorrow
it wili be formally opened at 4
pm. Post and Telecommmunica

tions Minister Tarigqui Isiam
wili be the chief gues
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Sir Ninian Stephen is learnt
to have requested the ruling
parly negotiators yesterday @
give him a written outline of
the government:proposed

-nini-cabinet to be headed by .

the incumbent prime minisler
for holding the next general
eléc¢tions,

The BNP team had pro-
posed an interim administra-
tion. headed by Begum Khaleda
Zia. at Saturday’s session of the
ongoing government-Opposi-

tion dialogue.

Sir Ninian, the Common-
wealth Secretary General's
emissary. was preaenl at that
‘meeling.

Sir Ninian is learnt to have
made the request following a
closed-door meeting with

Leader of the Opposition in

Parliament Sheikh Hasina at
her Minto Road rc:stde:nr:fr last

night. )
Ruling part}- sources told

to

@he Da

By Staff Correspondent

The Daily "Star they would

pl the proposal in ‘writing
SOOI,

The government delegation,
headed by Deputy Leader of
Parliament Prof A Q M
Bacdruddoza Chowdhury.: met
the Commonwealth envoy at

10:30 pm. The others in the

team were Chielf Whip Khanda-
ker Delwar Hossain, BNP

Editorlal on page 4

Secretary General Abdus Salam
Talukder and Communications
Minister Oli Ahmed.

The same people had met
Sir Ninian in the morning to
clarify their position regarding
the Oppositionl allegation that
the BNP Secretary General
had; in violation of the dialogue
rules. divulged the contents of
Saturday's discussions to the
press. '

According to sources c’luac
the BHF the delegation

Ninian seeks outline
of BNP's proposal

denied the allegation saying
that no reporters of the ver-
nacular dailies concerned had
even contacted him Saturday
night.

Meanwhile, ‘Sheikh Hasina's
political advisor S A M S Kibria
also called on Sir Ninian at t_l‘lt
state guest house Meghna }res-
terday afternoon.

The contents of Sir Hlnlan s
meetings with Sheikh Hasina
and her political advisor could
not be known.

Information Minister Naz-
mul Huda, too, visited Sir
Ninian at the Meghna some-
time vesterday afternoon.

The information minister is ‘|

learnt to have made some ob-
servations on possible ways to
ensure a fool-proof electoral
process in the country. Again,
the details of the discussions
were not available.

The next round of the cur-
rent dialogue is yet to be an-
nounced

‘ Batgladeshl ShlE runs agmund

Cyclone kills 26 in
southem India

MADRAS, Oct 31: Pmrﬁ.ll
winds toppled rain-weakened
buildings "and blew down elec-
tricity pyvlons today. killing 26
people in this south Indian
port, reports AP.

Relief Commissioner

. Christo Das Gandhi said eight
people were crushed to death

in an abandoned building
where they had sought shelter
from the rain that Jashed the

“city for more than 24 hours,

BSF de uplo S extra,

““forces along
- ‘Balla border

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET: The Indian BSF
has deployed additional forces
along the Balla border of
Habiganj district over the past
few . The BDR has also
ﬂcpﬂ:p its vigil in the area.

The BSF reinforcement fol-
lows a BDR projest against
placing of cement and stone
blocks in the Khowai river by

the Indian authorities.
The local administration

See Page 12 Col 6

Two people were electro-
cuted and 16 others were
killed by collapsing walls.

Winds of 110
per hour struck the city at
5:30 am. but welkened as they
moved north into the Bay of
Bengal. the weather bureau
said.

The storm disrupted road
and rail traffic to Madras.
India’'s fourth largest city.

A Bangladesh-owned ship,
MV Sagar, ran aground near
Kasimode in porth Madras

mmﬁ.mnm-ﬂﬂlwhi“

anchors, Press Trust of India

‘news agency said. One of the

Wi crew members
Injuries. PTI said.
-The vessel discharged

nearly 19.500 tonnes of fer-
tiliser cargo more than a week

ago and was waiting at the

outer port for its next port of
call form the owners. Two an-
chors ‘broke under the fury of
the cyclonic storm.

The agents of the ship said
all the crew members of the
vessel were safe except one

who sustained a fracture, was -

admitled to a local hospilal
there. -

kilometres |

AL, JP, Jamaat
rallies today

By Staff Correspondent

Three nppoutﬂun parties —
the Awami League, Jatiya Party
and the Jamaat-e-Islami — will
‘hold separate public meetings
in the city today as part of
their agitation programme for
a caretaker government to
conduct the next . general
elections.

The opposition programme
coincides with a lull in the
current Commonwealth-bro-
kered dialogue with the gov-
ernment.

The rallies also aim at
drumming up support for the
Nov § 4n front
of ﬂ:u: Prime

|
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Miss Holland Yoshka Ben (L), th {:ermany Marte Helberg 12nd R) and Mlaﬂ Czech I{upuhht Lenka Behckuva wnsh Miss
Iceland Birna Bragadittir (2nd L)a hi!.[:u:»:_qar 2ﬂ“l;h birthday Saturday at Sun City, South Africa before the Miss World pageant

on November 19.

— AFP photo

Khaleda opens
Meghna-Gumti
bridge today
By Staff Correspondent

link

Direct road -'bthten

the capital and the country’'s -

second city Chittagong is being
established today with the
formal opening of a 1.41km
bridge over the rivers Meghna-
Gumti at Daudkandi.

Prime Minister Begum

' Khaleda Zia will ,open the

bridge at 10 am. Begum Zia
will also be the first to cross

the bridge in a motorcade.

#

Editorial on page 4
rfsideut of the Japan-

and Japan-Bangla- "
the

 be- present
ceremony.

Corperation, constructied the
bridge at a cost of Tk 312.94
crore’ 16 months ahﬁad a{

- | schedule.

Tmullusecnnd.hpan

Bangladesh friendship “bridge
for which the Japaneése gov-

grant.
With the upcmng of the

four hours to commute be-
tween Dhaka and the port city

A Japanese firm, Obayashi -

ernmernit gave Tk 257 crore as

bridge, it will now take ground .

>

Inve'stlnent accord with
Netherlands tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh - and the
Netherlands will sign a treaty
on protection of each other's
investments tomorrow which
will help increase Dutch in-
vestment in Bangladesh,

This was said by the leader
of a visiting Dutch delegation
at a press conference in the
city yesterday.

- 'The treaty will be a signifi-
cant step forward in our bilat-
eral relations. it is a political
signal...it will now tell our in-
vesiors . to lhink about

Increase savmgs
" rate t0"12 pet
Saifur

By Staff Correspondent

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman has stressed the need
for increasing the! national sav-
ings rate from 7.7 per cent
now to about 12 cent to
boost investment and alleviate
poverty.

The minister was speaking
as chief guest at a function or-
ganised by the National,
Directorate of Savings yester-
day at the BCIC auditorium in

. See Page 12 Col 7

gSecretary af i

Bangladesh,” said Frans A
Engering, Director General of
the Foreign Economic
Relations of the Netherlands.
Engering, who heads a five-
member delegation, arrived in

. Dhaka by the inaugural flight of

the Royal Dutch Airlines —
KLM — on a four-day official
visit.

Dutch Ambassador in Elhaka
Robert Vornis was present at
the press conference.

Negotiated during the last
two years, the treaty will be
initialled by the Dutch delega-
tion leader and Bangladesh's
- Ministry of
Industries. [ a8 rafification
by parliaments in both coun-

Following the ratification,
both the countries will treat
egch other's investments at
par with their local invest-
ment. The issues of transier of
profit and disputes will also be
settled in the accord. -

Last vear, the twop countries
signed an agreement on tLhe
avoidance of double-taxation
and prevention of fiscal eva-
sion.

in reply to a question,
Engering said a business dele-

See Page 12 Col 8

Amhuueubu{'and Lnd-ruftheﬂwtmnm hﬂimm%ﬁhﬂmmmﬂmmmwﬂhﬂu
FBCCI president Salman F Rahman and other office-bearers of thé country's apex business body Ihhﬂ

Minto Road residence yesterday.

y-elected
at her
— Star photu

Hasina tells new FBCCI leaders
Govt's indecisiveness puts

¢ Opposition leader Sheikh

" Hasina yesterday said an elec-

lion under a caretaker gov-
ernment will help restore po-
Ittical stability and create a
favourable atmosphere for in-

vestment and expansion of

trade and commerce, reports
1LJNB.

The Awami League presi-
dent and Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament was
talking to the newly elected
leaders of Bangladesh
Federation of Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
(FBCCH, who met her at her
Minto Road office yesterday
afternoon.

Hasina said many foreign
entrepreneurs had come up
with Investment proposal after
the 1991 election. but they re-
turned home without investing
in Bangladesh because of the

off foreign investors

government's indecision, dik
lydally practices and inelfi-
ciency.

Describing the industrialists
and businessmen as the main

force of the country's eco-

nomic. development, she said
economic prosperity is not
without the expansion

of trade and commerce.

The Awami League leader
accused the ruling party of de-
stroying the. country's econ

omy by resorting to endless

corruption, nepotism. politici-
sation of the administration

and plundering of national
wealth.

She also charged the gov-
ernment with “unprecedented
rigging” in different elections
and by-elections and said there
cannot be any free and fair

See Page 12 Col 1

Suspected Kashmir militants

NEW DELHI. Oct 31: A mili-
tand @oup said today it kid-
napped three Britons and an
American and threatened o
behead them uniess jalled
comrades are released. reports
AP

Hours after the kidnap
claimn was received, police said
the American was found near
New Delhi chained to an iron
post and was unharmed.

The hostage. identifled as
Bela Joseph Nuss. told police
he had been kidnapped 10
days before. said spokesman S
K Singh.

The kidnappers sajd they
wotrld execute the hostages
unless their jailed comrades
were released

The British Broadcasting
Corp (BBC) and Voice of Ame-
rica (VOA] réreived letters
conitaming the kidnapping cla

im. accompanied by photo-
graphe of Lthe hostages being
held at gunpoint.

“Our hostiages are as yet un-
hurt.” the letter to the VQOA
said. "Unless our brothers are
released. our Western hosta-
ges. the guesis of the Indian
government, will be beheaded
one al a el |

The BBC and VOA said the
phoiographs were accompa-
nied by photocopies of the
Men' s passporis.

In the note to VOA, tLhe
group ideniified itself as Al-
Hadid. which it sald was based
in the tribal areas of Algha-
nistan, VOA bureau chief Mich-

ael Drudge sald The note lis-

ted 10 people whom it wanted
released In exchange for the
hostages.

The hostages were selzed In
New Delhi and were being

hold 3 Britons hostage

held “somewhere in India.” the
note said.

Officials said they had not
prgviously héard of Al-Hadid.
but five of the men whose
freedom they sought were
from militants groups fghting
in the northern province of
Kashmir.

One photograph showed
three hoslages sitling cross-

on the floor with a
masked man pointing an as-
sault rifle at them from behind.
A fifth man held up an Indian
newspapes dated October 26,
Drudge said.

The second photograph
showed one man with a gun-
man aiming a pistol at the back

" of his head.

All the men appeared 10 be
in their 208 or early 308
Nuss. of Walnut Creek. Ca,

See Page 12 Col 8

4(] hurt in
Gopalganj
clashes

From Our Correspondent

(GGOPALGANG, Oct 31 Al
least 40 people were injurecl,
six of them buller-hit. as
demonsirators fought pitched
battles with police durmg a
halfl -day Rarial here today

f the bullet-hit. five were
hospitalised here while one —
Jihrall — whe was hil in Uhe
head was sent to Dhaka

The demonsirators alleged
that pelice opened fire as they
were protesting Sunday s “pe-
lice action’ on students that
left 50 injured. The students
brought out a procession Sun
day demanding reduced price
of paper.

Wiinesses sald arson brick
batting and ransacking marked
the hall-day hartal today

Life in the districl town was
disrupted as series ol mdlitant
processionists paraded the

See Page 12 Col B

NGOs prepare for next

year's social summit
By Staff Correspondent

Abhcad of the World Summie
o Social Development next
year. the voluntary organisa-
tions of Bangladesh are plan-
(ing a campaign aimed at
helping chart world develop-
ment policies with ‘pro-poor
perspectives.

The ADAB, apex body of the
countrys NGOs, will host a
meeting of the voluntary
organisations in South Asia
next month at Manikganj to
discuss ways of incorporating
their perspectives on
developmnent issues in the final
sumnit document.

The UN-sponsored meeting

| non social development starts

atl the Bella Centre,
Copenhagen in Denmark from
March 6 until March 12 next
vear o plan a jolnt action on
alleviating world poverty, ex-
panding productive empiloy-

']

ment and enhancing social in-
tegration.

Delegations from different

ts, international in-
stitutions and non-governmen-
tal organisations will take part
in the summit.

Talking to The Daily Star.
leaders of the Association of
the Development Agencies in
Bangladesh (ADAB] said the
planned Regional Perspective
Workshop at Mantkgan] was
expected to draw maximum
number of NGOs from the
SAARC countries to work out a

joint declaration highlighting

views of the developing coun-
tries.

"We have to have our per
spectjves reflected in the final
document. of the Social
Development Summit.” sald
Rasheda K Chowdhury.

See Page 12 Col 8

- taker government.

Newsprmt
import
allowed

The Cabinet yesterday de
cided to withdraw restriction
on import of newsprint to en
sure iis availability in the
market, reports UNB.

A handout said the decision
was taken at the weekly regu
lar meeting of the Cabiner
held at the Bangabhaban with
Prime Minister Begum Khi
leda Zia in the chair.

The measure came in the
wake of widespread com
plaints about newsprint short
age in the country.

The Cabinet approved the
pru for import of grry

lri’éuntﬂﬂ t ex-

pﬂl‘t purpose against specific
export orders.

Esjablished procedures ha
ve (o be followed in this re
pgard.

The meeting also approved

the newly [ramed Foresi Po
licy

Groom children
as skilled
citizens : PM

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday called
for grooming children as
skilled, creative and compe
tent citizens to build a bright
future of the nation. reporis
UNB,

Tt is the duty of all to
groom up our wards because
children are the resources of
the future.” she said while ad
dressing an award distribution
ceremony organised by the
‘Amra Ziar Uttarsuri’ in the
evening at the Shilpakala
Academy.

The organisation has intro
duced the ‘Muktijoddha Zia
Smritl Shishu-Kishore Award
for the meritorious students
and artistes of the country

Begum Zia recalled Shaheed
President Ziaur Rahman s care
for the fledging generation and
said he had taken initiatives
first in the country for the
flodrishment of children s
merit- through establishing
Shishu Academy and introduc-
ing Natun Kuri and many other
fora of tion. -

"As a nation we have thou-
sand years of history. We have a
rich cultural . This is
why we are Bangladesh
Begum Zia said and hoped the
children and vouths would get
inspiration for safeguarding

See Page 12 Col 7

AL to intensity
agitation for
caretaker govt

An emergency meeting ol
the central werking comimit
tee of Awami League yesterday
decided to intensify the cur
rent eopposition agitation lor
clections under a neutral care
reporis
UNB.

Party c¢hiel Sheikh Hasina
presided over the meeting
held at her official Minto road
residence.

A resolution adopted at ithe
meeting sald the demand for a
carciaker government s now a
national demand which the
ruding party cannot bypass.

The meeting discussed,
among other issues, arrange-
ments of party's planned rally
al Sher ¢ Bangla Nagar today
and urged people 1o make the.
rally a success,



