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Dutch ministry
official due

today
B}r Staff Correspondent

Frans X Engering. Director

General of the Ministry of
" Economic Affalrs The Ne-
therlands, Is due to arrive In
the city today on a four-day
visdt

The visit s expected to

ngthen the economic rela-
tions hetween Bangladesh and
the Netherlands.

The Netherlands is one of
the first countries (o recognise
Bangladesh The Dutch Em-
bassy in Dhaka was established
in early T3

The balance of trade be-
tween Lhe two countries s

highly favourable to Bangla-
desh

Two die 1n
Sylhet road
mishap

Fr om Staff Correspondent

<YLHET, Oct 30 Two per-
sons were killed in separate
road accidents here today and
vesten lay.
" Rizu' Begum. 18. of village
Sadipur of Kulaura thana. trav-
elling ¢n a rickshaw, was
knocked down and crushed
under the wheels of a speeding
passenger bus at the
Bharthakhola area of .Sylhet
town at about 10 this morning.

The othe:- accident took
place betweeri the Julal and
Satpari bridges on the Sylhet-
Zakiganj road. |

Abdul Maleque. 15. ol vil-
lage Daba Dharanir Mati ol
Dighirpar union under
Kan.ichat thana died when a
hit el i migrobus crushed
bt

Talks rules
From 'age | Col 4 .

(reneral Abdus Salam Talukdar
had divulged the contenis of
Saturday's rmeeting belween
the government and Opposi-
tionn delegations. °

Kibria. inn his complaint.
tiled reported disclosures. of
saturday's proceedings appear-
ing in a section of the vermacu-
lar dailies which gquoted Salam
Falukdar

The parties involved in the
Commonwealth:-mediated dia-
logue lo end the courdtry s pre-
sent political impasse are not
supposed to disclose anything
about the tone and tenon of
the discussions to the media.

However, Sir Ninian is
lcarnt Lo have issued a letter 1o
the BNP pointsman and Deputy

Leader of Parliameunt Prof
Badruddorza (howdhury seek-
itig o chardie angn relating to
Kibria s compl i
Admitting the is=ue ol 5ir
Mirdir = wrter a BINP nepolia-
i rhie Daily Star last
_iir. un condition of anony-
nity. that Prof Chowdhury
would meet the Common-

wealth envoy sometime today.
Salam Talukdar is likely to
1w company Prof Chowdhury to
pe-rsnnally explain his position,

AlL. JP. Jamaat
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its gathering at the

Bangabandhu Avenue near the
Soith Gate of the Baitul
Mukarram at 3 pm. Central
leaders including Mizanur
Rahman Chowdhury and
Moudud Ahmed will address
the meeting.

The Jamaat-e-Islami will

stage its rally at the North Gate

ol the Baitul Mukarram at 3:30
pm Jamaat leaders Abbas Alj
Khan and Maulana -Matiur
K.ihman Nizami MP will ad-
dress the rally,

Jute gutted
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electric cable inside a godown
around 8:15 pm.

Within minutes the fire
spread across three godowns
in a row having a stock of
20.000 maunds (18.66 lakh
kgl ol jute.

Power sector

Froom Page | Cal 7
equipment e&fid temporary
shutdown of the power sta-
tions for regular mainienance
on alternative basis.

Consumption of power at
four peak hours during the
evening reach 1900
ausing loadshedding at times.

e demand during the rest of
20 hours varies from 1100 mw
to 1300 mw.

With the present r:nnsump
tion rate, setting up private

power stations will mean the -

government has to provide
significant amount in subsidy
on power or charge the sub-

- scribers at almost double the
present rate, some PDB men
Indicated.

They suggested setting up
of planis under suppliers’
crecit should be the only al-
ternative for a Third World
country like Bangladesh. "Ba-
ngladesh is not yet ready for
s.ett.ing up private power pla-
nis.” said one of the PDB of-

ﬁciflr.t

e government already
provides substantial subsidy on
gas, which is even below its
economic cost, to the PDB lor

generating power.

The PDB generates a unit of

electricity a Tk 2.30 and sells
it at Tk 1.60.

mw,

Meghna—Gumh Bndge

opens tomorrow

By Staff Corremndint

Direct road link between the
capital and the port city ol
Chittagong is being established
tomorrow with Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia opening the
kin bridge over the
rivers at

1.41
Meghna-Gumti
Daudkandi.

It will now take just four
heurs to reach Chittagong from
Dhaka by road since there will
be no ferry service in the 257
km long route.

Begum Zia will be the first o

Construction of the Tk
312.94 crore bridge has been
completed 16 months ahead of
schedule. Begum Zia had laid
ite foundation stone on
September 3. 1991,

Hiroshi Mitsuzuka  MP

President of Japan-Bangladesh
Parliameniarians Association
and Japan-Bangladesh
Friendship Association, will also

be present at the inaugural cer-

T enony.

Japanese firm Obayashi
Corporation censtructed the
bridge with the help of 562,000
workers and 33 engineers.

The average daily traffic over
the bridge has been estimated
at 4,757 vehicles during the
current year which will con-
tinue to rise,

This is the second Japan-
Ba friendship bridge
for which the Japanese gov-
erninent gave a Tk 257 crore

‘grant. The Japan-Bangladesh

Friendship Bridge-1 over the
Mcechna was opened to traflic
ot Jumne 30, 1990,

. —— e

Youth and Sports Ministry
has decided to open a credit
scheme for the unemployed
vouths, reports UNB.

A total of Tk 50 crore will
he provided to them through
the Directorate of Youths
Development under the pro-
posed "Youth Loan Project’,
said State Minister for Youth
and Sports Sadeque Hossain
yesterday.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the ministry on the eve
of Youth Day tomorrow, Sade-
que Hossain said the gov-
ernment was trying to build a
self-reliant generation by pro-
viding training. loan and other.
lacilities for the youths.

He said the Youth Loan
Project had been sent to the
Planning Commission for ap-
proval and hoped that it could
be launched within six months.

"Any unemployed youth who
is able to give a good project
plan will get the loan direct
from the Directorate without
hitting any snags,” he asserted.

The government has also
decided to expand the ongoing

| training programmes in differ

ent parts of the country and is
trying to introduce two new

LOCATION MAP

Tk 50cr credlt scheme for
unemployed youths soon

programmes — one for the il-

literate youths and other for
the educated — he said.
The illiterate youths will be

" provided with general educa-

tion and different vocational,
trade, health and family plan-

ning trainings while the edu-

cated youths will be attached
with computer processing and
data entrv progr.unme through -
satellite system. e inlormed.

Sadeque Husamn k

- dent H M' Ershad

BGMEA
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ers were willing to meet their
pledge tuo eliminate child

that such action would bring
the retrenched children only
miseries unless opportunities
to provide them education and
other facilities were not cre-
ated, first. They might he
pushed into adopting more
demanding ways fer earning
their livelihood and may even
take ;Lo crimes.

On this humanitarian con-
sideration the BGMEA noted
that the organisation would re-

| assess its earlier commitment.

The Unicel. UCEP. GSS and

AAFLI, on the other hand, sug-
gested that a more compre-
hensive programme should be
taken up to provide profes-
sional education facilities fox
displaced children and other
services to reduce the risk
that dismissed children might
be placed abru into a more
difficult situation.

According to this sugges-
tion, the BGMEA president
agreed to posipone its dead-
line until a more professional
schooling system and other
measures were taken for the
affected children.

-The GSS, UCEP, Unicef,
ILO and AAFLI to stro-
ngly support the BGMEA ir its
determination to progressively
eliminate child labour and that
the process would begin in the

near future, a press release
said. :

 tisan,

labour but they apprehended

Nasim
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caretaker government
headed by a neutral person.
Regarding the press briefing
‘rules for the dialogue, Nasim
said there was an®agreement
between the government and,

the Opposition that hothing
about the dialogue or talks be-
vond the joint statement would
be disclosed to the ptess.

But, he said, BNP Secretary

General Abdus Salam Talukder

had Saturday leaked their pro-

posal to newspapers "in ﬂula-

tion of the agreement”.

Earlier, Leader of the
Opposition: in  Parliament
Sheikh Hasina had a meeting
with the leaders of the opposi-
tion parties and groups at her
Parliament office yesterday
afternoon. It discussed the lat-
est development following the
ruling party's proposal and also
the Opposition's next strategy.

According to meeting
sources, Hasina requested her
opposition colleagues to prepare
for resigning from Parliament to
mount pressure on the govern-
merit to meet the demand for a
non-partisan ca
istration, "

The meeting was attended by
Mohiuddin Ahmed. Begum
Sajeda Chawdhury, Tofael
Ahmed, Sudhangshu Shekhar
Halder of Awami League,
Maudud Ahmed and Anwar

Hossairi Manju ol Jatiya Party,
Sheikh Ansar All of Jamaat-e-

Islami, Suranjit Sengupta of
Ganotantri YParty and

- Salahuddin Quader of the NDP.

admin- -

The visiting Japan-Bangladesh Parliamentarians' Association president and former
Japanese Foreign Minister Hiroshi Mitsuzuka called on Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia

atherdﬂnermdlj

Japan to provide fund for
Rly (subway) in Dhaka

Japan has agrpm] Lo carry
out. feasibility study and pro-
vide fund for constructing un-
derground railway (subway) in
Dhaka to ease the capital's
traffic comgestion. reports
UNB.

The Japanese authorities
are also ready 1o offer training
and different courses of study
‘'to Bangladesh to see the sub-
ways in Japan and have practi-
cal and on-the-ground experi-
ence thereon.

The agreement came in a
meeting between a three-
member -Japanese delegation
headed by Hiroshi Mitsuzuka,
president of the Japan-Bang
ladesh Parliamentarians’ Asso-
ciation (JBPA), and Commu-
nications Minister Oli Ahmed
in the city yesterday.

Moreover, possibilities of
Japanese assistance in the
form of grants and loans were

| also discussed for construction

of Bhairab Bridge over the
Meghna.' Paksey Road Bridge,
Dhaleshwari second Bridge,
five small bridges between
Kanchpur and Daudkandi.
Saikata Road (Marine Drive)
along the seabeach from Cox's
Bazar to Teknal and a tunnel
under the Karmaphuli riverbed.

The Japanese delegation

agreed to consider the propos-

dls sympathetically and take up
to the appropriate authorities.

(i Ahmed expressed tha-
nks and gratitude for the
assistance so far provided by
Japan in road and bridge sec-
tor, particularly in Jamuna
Multipurpose Bridge. the
physical construction works of
which started on October 186,
and Meghna-Gumti Bridge

which will be opened to traffic
next Tuesday.

College girl dies
in city mishap

By DMCH Correspondent

A college girl died in a road
accident in the city's Sonar-
gaon Road yesterday mormning.

Shilpi Sarkar. an interme-
diate student of the Lalmatia
Women's College. was going Lo
college Irom her Malibagh res-
idence by a rickshaw around 9
in the moming. -

Witnesses said Shilpi Itl]
from'the rickshaw when it was
hit by an auto-rickshaw and
immediately a speeding -bus
smashed her on the spot.

Shilpi was rushed to the
Dhaka Medical College Hos-
pital [DMCH) where doctors
on emergency d-uty declared
her dead.

G K S M Shahjahan Amin, a
retired joint secretary, yester-
day told the Special Judge's
Court trying deposed presi-
in the
Japanese relief boat purchase
case that the Relief Ministry
did not take the initiative to

procure the boats, reports
BSS.
The ERD (Economic

Relations Division) might have
initiated it, Amin, prosecution
witness (PW-2) in the Special
Case No 19 of 1993 said dur-
ing cross-examination.
Answering a defence query,
Amin said secretaries of the
Ministry of Relief and the ERD
had _had correspondence in
writing on ‘the possibility of
procuring relief boats in the

light ol the devastating floods
in the countrv in 1988. He,

however, did not say anything
whether the Defence Ministry
was involved in any manner in

~ the procurement of the boats.

Amin served as a joint sec-
retary in the Ministry of Relief
when the boats were procured
from Japan under a‘debt relief
grant.

Deposed president: Ershad
and a Japanese national (being
tried in absentia) are the ac-
cused in this case.

The prosecution alleged
that the former president had
‘abused his official position in
the purchased deal causing the
state to suffer a loss of about

Taka 33 crore.
The PW-2 stated lhe‘ﬂ a pro-

posal to procure emergency
shallow-draft boats and setting
up of disaster preparedness
centre was put forward by the
Marubeni Corporation. the
firm which eventually supplied
the boats. '

When asked by Yusuf
Hossain Humayun, Ershad's
defence counsel, PW-2
admitted the receipt of
recommendation from the
President's Secretariat on
procurement of the boats. He
also mentioned that the
recommendatiens were
actually made by Ershad

mnﬁ%lirﬁ was Lthe convenor of
Lthe five-member committee
formed to finalise the specifi-

- cations -of the boats to be pur-
chased.

During tentlmnnj,r given last
month, Amin said the commit-
tee had received three specifi-
cations, including the one by
Marubeni, which he said was
actually given to the Relief
Secretary by Ershad.. \

During cross-examina-
tion, Amin said althoug
Kinshu Mataichi was the lo
est bidder, the boat contract
was given to Marubeni
Corporation. He confirmed the
defence's assertion that an en-

iry carried out by the
%angladesh embassy in Tokyo

‘Mataichi

Ershad's trial: Defence
cross-examines PW-2

had disproved the claim of
“that Tovo
Engineering, a supplier
Mataichi had named to build
the boats, was in. fact a ship-
builder. He, however, stated

' that Mataichi; though not pos-

sessing any shipyard facilities,
had arrangements ‘with some
shipyards. |

The cross-examinations
remained incomplete when
the hearing was adjourned till
today.

Former minister Mahbtbur
Rahman, who was present in
the court as an attorney of the
accused was, however, seen
talking with Ershad who was
sitting in the dock during al-
most the entire period of
cross-examination

White House

. From Page 1 Col 5
planie crashed into the lawn
and the wreckage tumbled into
the White House just below the
President’s quarters.

Duran was later chargcd
with unlawful possession of a
firearm and damaging govern-
ment property, a secret ser-

vice spokesman said today.

Authorities say Duran, a 26-

~ year-old hotel worker, let lose

a stream of bullets from an
SKS Chinese-made semi-auto-
matic ‘rifle through the iron
gates of the White House
Saturday afternoon.

A spokesman for the secret
service, the agency that guards
the President. said Duran
wotulld be arraigned on Monday
before a US magistrate,

Depression
over Bay

The depression over south-

west Bay and adjoining west .

central Bay moved slightly

" northwesitwards, concentrated
into a deep depression over
-the same area and was cen-

tred at 6 pm yesterday about

1390 kilometres southwest of

Mongla port, reports UNB.
.The '‘deep depression is

"like]y to intensify further and

move in a west northwesterly
direction.

i Maximum sustained wind
within 48 kilometres of the
depression centre is about- 50

kilometre per hour rising to |

60 kph in gust or squall. '

Maritime ports of Chitta-
gong, Cox's Bazar and Mongla
have been advised to lower
distant cautionary signal num-
her 1 but instead hoist distant
warning signal number 2.

All fishing boats and traw-

lers over deep sea and norih

Bay have been advised to come
closg to the coast and proceed
with caution.

— PID photo
Japanese help
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adygancenwint, said the Japa-
nese lawmaker when he called
on the Prime Minister at her
Hé recalled Begum Zia's re-
cent visit to Japan and said it
further strengthened relation-
ship between the two coun-
tries.

Hiroshi Mitsuzuka ex-
pressed his gratitude to Begum
Zia on behall of the goverr-
ment and people of Japan for
Binglndeuh: support to Japan
in’ securing a UN Security
Council seat.

Referring to -Japnn Bangla-
desh 2nd Friendship Bridge on
the Meghna-Gdmti river. Mit-
suzuka said the people would
be benefited by the bridge and
it was a long-cherished dream
of this region’'s people.

s “The bridge will stand as a
symbol of Japan-Bangladesh
friendship.” he observeed.

The member of the House
of the Representatives ob-
served that:the bilateral rela-
lions between Japan and Bang-

Indcah were developing day by

Shah]adpur College
closed as JCD,
BCL clash

-SIRAJGANJ. Oct 30: Shah-
jadpur Government College was
closed today for 1wo days after

"the Chhatra Lcague and
Jaﬂyatabmji Chliatra Dal (JCDY}
activists clashed on the

campus, injuring at least nine,

reports UUNB. .
Police said the clash began

on the campus when the

- Chhatra Dal activists brought

out a procession at 1] this
morning anid stormed the resi-
dence of a BCL leader nearby.

The JCD activists allegedly
stoned and ransacked the resi-
dence of Mostaque Hossain
near the TNO office and injured
him and other workers.

‘Other BCL activists rushed
in and locked in the fighting.
Three crackers were exploded
during the trouble which lasted
nearly half an hour until police
intervened.

The injured were admitted to
the Potazi Health Complex.

Tension had gripped the
campus since Saturday follow-
ing a clash between the two
student groups which left sev-
eral people injured.

Tariqul

‘ From Page 1 Col -B

the Jessore-3 seal in 1991 and

subsequently filed a case with
the Election Tribunal challeng-
ing the results. The tribunal,
however, dismissed the case
on.October 22, the day Tariqul
Jiled nomination papers for the
by-polls in the JS seat,

With the announ nt of
Tariqul being elect from the
Jessore-3 constituency, voting
for the by-electionr, which was
to be held November 15, has
now become reduridant.

With the completion of the
Jesame 3 by-election. the
number ‘of such polls for the
present Jatiya, "-T-.'mgsad has
risen to 19.

The fifth -JE: will alsu re-
quire another by-election to
the Sherpur-3 seal as its MP

Dr Sirajul Haq of BNP had died

in a4 road accident recently.

Gopalganj clash
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DC at around 10.30.

Police then resorted to
lathicharge, lobbed tear gas
shells and also. fired rubber bul-
lets to disperse the agilated
processionists. .

During the clashes that con-
tinued for hours, the students
assaulted the OC, who was on

duty, and also set his motorbike ~

afire. ‘

Later, a rally was held in the
town protesting the 'police ac-
tion'. Leaders and supporters of
different politicgl parties, stu-
dent and other organi-
sations a the rally. Local
pourashaba chairman Asmat
Al over the rally ad-
dressed by lecal Awami League
leader Md Abdullah and leader
ﬁheikh Moniruzzaman.

The rally called a hartal here
with immediate effect and a
half-day hartal tomorrew
_protesting the 'police ‘action.
" ‘The rally also decided that a
memorandum will be handed

_ over to the district aulhnrtttcps.

——— . ——
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The Midni

12 of the 22 peopie kiljed were Musiich
Indian soldiers in separate gunbatties

MONDAY, OCTOBER 31, 1994

1

hours in Kashmir, the country's enly Muslim-majority state.
Israel reopens border crossings
with Gaza tomorrow

CASABLANCA.

(Morocco),
reopening border crossings with the Gaza

Oct 30: . lsrael will begin

Strip from

. Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin said Sunday, but

Hasina
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tion of the BNP regime arid elec-
tion under a neutral caretaker
governmeni.

The Awami League president
was addressing workers and

employees of the Kalha Chm
Sugar Mills in

came t{o meet her at 29 Hlntu
Road in the afternoon.

Hasina alleged that mills and
factories were being closed for
wrong policy, inefficiency and
corruption of the present gov-
ernment, causing sufferings to
poor workers and employees.

"There would not be any wel-
fare of the people as long as this
government holds on to power.”
she said and called for building
united protest against the clo-
sure of mills and factories, re-
trenchment of workers and re-

pressive policy
Earlier labour leaders of the

Kalia Chapra Mills apprised

| Hasina that sudden closure of

——

=

the mills had made uncertain
the fate of 30.000 sugarcane
growers and 1,500 mills work-
ers and em

Convenor of the Chinikal
Sangram Parishad Matiur
Rahman Chowdhury and
Shafiqul Islam Sarkar of the
Akhchashi Sangram Parishad
also spoke on the occasion.

Thev requesied Hasina to take
initlitive 1o reopen the mills.

KLM flights
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Dhaka is the 155th destina-

-tion of the KLM which has

been operatihg in BO coun-
triés.

The inaugural flight to
Dhaka will carry, among oth-
ers, deputy President of the
KLM C Den Hartog, chief of air
transport policy division of the
directorate of civil aviation C
Den Braven., former Nether-

‘lands ambassador to Bang-

ladesh Henricus Gajentaan,
President of Amsterdam air-
port Schipol HNJ Smits, head
of the department of Asia and
Oceania in the foreign affairs

ministry K Van Toorn and

Director General of Foreign

Economic Relations F A Enge—

ring.

A Dutch trade delegation
will also arrive in Dhaka today.

KM is one of the oldest
airlines in the world which
celebrated its 75th founding
anniversarv on October 7 this
year. It has a fleet ol 90 air-
cralt, having an average age of
only-four years.

The airlines has 24,000
staff worldwide. It maintains

{ cldse business links with the

Northwest Airlines of the USA
in a total of 400 destinations.
After years of study and sur-
vey, the KLM has decided to
operate in Bangladesh, consid-
ered by it a “potential mar-

- ket.”

L]

SﬁmnSindl

dead

NEW DELHI, Oct 30: For-

mer Indian F Minister
Sardar Swaran , whe
served that post during re-
ginn.l wars with F‘M. and
war tensions with the
Umud States, died of a heant
attack today, reports hﬂu’
The B7-year- uvh:l leader,
who was ill for two months,
died at a local the
Press Trust of India fﬂ'l}
quoted family members as
saying, .
Singh was foreign minister
during wars with Pakistan in
1965 and 1971 and pursued

an anti-US policy during the
Vietnam war.

The lorig-serving ' Singh
served as minister three
prime ministers, inc the

late Jawaharlal Nehru, and his
daughter, Indira Gandhi.

Khulna mill
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capacity, says a press

Bangladesh Chemica
Industries Corporation (BCIC).

it further said that it would
now be possible to supply 75
per cent of the monthly pro-
duction — su to a maxi-
mum of 3000 tons — to
the newspaper industry from
November.

Simultaneously. the supply

of newsprint for dealers and

government buyers will. now be
ensured, the BCIC said.

Diarrhoea
From Page 1 Col 3
Sherpur — 42 — where 2371
persons were attacked with
the disease.
Heaith Ministry sdurces

said that some 1661 medical
teams are now working in
those 16 districts to bring the

dlarr!we'i situation under con-
trol.

Biman flights
From Page 1 Col 4

was delayed by six and a half
hours. The second left Zia
International Airport on sche-
cdule at 8:40pm.

sAirport sources said the
flight was delayed because the
Dhaka control tower had failed
to receive a timely clearance.

Today. three flights are
scheduled to depart for Cal-
cutta at 11am, 6-15 pm and 8-
10 pm.

Biman had suspended all its
flights to India late last month
following the plague scare. -

The national carrier will re-
sume its flights to Bombay
November 9 while the New
York flight would make its
regular stopover in New Delhi
from November 7, Blnmn sour-
ces added
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